
1  

 1 

 

 

In this Issue  

¶ GFRW 2017 Fall Board 
Meeting and   

       Convention      
       p. 1, cont. pp. 3-7 
 
¶ Presidentõs Message  

p. 2 
 
¶ Member News 
      p. 7 
 
¶ NFRW convention in 

Philadelphia 
       p. 8 
 
¶ Caring & Sharing 
       Club News 
       pp.  9ñ12 
 
¶ Committee News 
       pp. 13ñ14 
 
¶ USO article 
       pp. 15ñ19 
 
¶ Trump Resolution 
       pp. 20 

Newsletter 
FEDERATION  

 

GE0RGIA FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN  

Vol. 3 Issue 3   October 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OICES  

M arietta was the place for Republican women to be Oct. 6-7 as the 
Georgia Federation of Republican Women hosted its fall board of 
directors meeting and 30th annual biennial convention. New officers for 
2018-2019 were elected and long-time GFRW member Judy True was 
selected by organization members as its woman of the year. 
 
GFRW elects new officers 
 
Officers selected to serve as of Jan. 1, 2018:  
President: Joyce Hinton, of the Republican Womenôs Club of Henry County  
1st vice president: Kelli Warren, of Republican Women of Forsyth County 
2nd vice president: Linda Williams, of the Gwinnett Republican Womenôs Club 
3rd vice president: Victoria Gunther, of the Haralson County Republican Womenôs Club 
Secretary: Johnell Woody, of the Cobb County Republican Womenôs Club 
Treasurer: Denise Ognio, of the Greater Fayette Republican Womenôs Club 
Assistant treasurer: Sarah (Sally) Snyder of the Gwinnett Republican Womenôs Club 

In addition, current GFRW President Barbara Hickey will serve as past president. 
   Continued on page 3 
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Mission:  Educating and Empowering 

Women for Better Government  

FOCUS Newsletter  

 
Cindy Theiler ñ FOCUS editor and associate editor,    
             VOICES Magazine 

Sherry Roedl ñ VOICES Magazine editor and    
             publications chair, GFRW 

Judy True ñ Layout & design editor and editor-in-
        chief, VOICES Publications 

Bobbie Frantz ñ Editor of digital media   

Photos provided by ñ Lydia Hallmark, Bette 
Tempest, and Cindy Theiler  

This online newsletter, containing GFRW and club news, 
is published three times per year. The newsletter 
committee invites you to submit your ideas for topics and 
club news to include in upcoming editions.  Please send 

items to FOCUS editor at cindy.theiler1@gmail.com.  This is 

YOUR publication; we welcome your suggestions and input! 

Disclaimer: Bylined articles represent the opinions of the 
authors and not necessarily those of GFRW, VOICES 

Publications, or that of the FOCUS staff. 

By Barbara Hickey  

D ear GFRW ladies, 
 
Thank you for a wonderful two years of sharing ideas, meeting club 
members and traveling to your clubs to hear all the great projects that 
you do for your members and communities. 
 
My term will be over on Jan. 1, 2018. How quickly time has passed! As 
past president, I will continue to see you at the meetings and do what-
ever our new GFRW president asks of me. 
 
I may not have told you that I was an Army officerôs wife and led many 
Officersô wives clubs. Like YOU, they were dedicated to their communi-
ties and worked hard to make the community better than they found it. I 
learned so much from the senior officer wives and they welcomed me 
because I was eager to learn and work hard. Moving 13 times in 27 
years was a great experience and taught me that there are 3 things 
those members of any organization want from their leaders:  
 

DO YOU CARE FOR ME? A LEADER MUST VALUE PEOPLE 
MORE THAN PROJECTS.  

CAN YOU HELP ME? YOU MUST HAVE A TWO-WAY RELA-
TIONSHIP WITH YOUR MEMBERS.  IF YOU HELP THEM 
THEY WILL HELP YOU. 

CAN I TRUST YOU? YOU MUST BE TRUE TO YOUR WORD, 
COMPASSSIONATE, AND CONSISTENT. 

 
I know that you will continue to build your clubs, have new ideas, and be 
very successful. I wish the very best for YOU! 
 
Barbara Hickey 
2017-2018 GFRW President    

President:  Barbara Hickey 
 404-276-0808 
 esatlanta@bellsouth.net 
1st Vice President:  Elaine Pritchard 
 478-971-1230 
 ash@dg-a.com 
2nd Vice President:  Joyce Hinton 
 770-474-1675 
 jdhinton2003@yahoo.com 
3rd Vice President:  Cindy Theiler 
 770-509-3420  
 cindy.theiler1@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary:  Bobbie Frantz 
 770-265-1906 
 Bdfrantz.com  
Treasurer:  Sara (Sally) Snyder 
 770-841-8388 
 asbs10@comcast.net 
Asst. Treasurer:  Denise Ognio 
 404-597-3673 
 Ogniodm@gmail.com  
Immediate Past President:  Ruby Robinson 
 912-266-0466 
 rrobinson6@bellsouth.net 

mailto:Ogniodm@gmail.com
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Judy True elected woman of the year 
 
In other voting, Judy True, VOICES Publications editor-in-chief and GFRWôs 9th district 
director, was selected by GFRW members as woman of the year. This award is given 
typically every two years to honor an outstanding GFRW member who has made the most 
outstanding contribution to the Federation through her work in GFRW, the Republican 
Party and her community service.  
 
In addition to serving VOICES since 2006 and volunteering as a 9th district director for the 
last four years, True also has served as: co-chair of the National Federation of Republican 
Womenôs special projects committee with Sherry Roedl for the last four years; 
membership chair of the Republican Women of Hall; and precinct officer with the Hall 
County GOP. She has also served on the GFRW board of directors and as the 
organizationôs vice president in 2012-2013.  In the community, she serves as the 
newsletter layout editor for the Gainesville Newcomers Club. 
 

Others nominated by GFRWôs executive board for this award were Carol Field of Gwinnett Republican Womenôs Club and 
Lydia Hallmark of Paulding County Republican Womenôs Club. 
 
 
John Watson welcomes GFRW 
 
John Watson, Georgiaôs new GOP chair, 
welcomed participants to the board of directors 
meeting, and told them that the Georgia GOP ñis 
on the move, on the march.ò He stated that 
significant changes are underway with the GOP. 
These changes include reducing staff and 
overhead, raising $620,000 in pledges, 
reconstructing the GOP website to make it more 
relevant, and working through the Partyôs 
inherited obligations and debts.  
 
Watson said the Republican Party has lots of 
work to do to prepare for the 2018 campaign. ñA 
united Republican Party is still an unstoppable 
force in Georgia Republican politics.ò He 
encouraged everyone to support their favorite 
candidates, but then unite with the Republican 
candidates who are on the ballot. He also 
encouraged members to subscribe to the GOPôs 
newsletter. 
 

    
 Continued on page 4 
 

Continued from page 1  
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Treasurerõs report 
 
Sarah (Sally) Snyder, GFRWôs treasurer, reported the clubôs 
balance as of Sept. 30 was $6,165.80. 
 

Other notes from these meetings and planned activities 
included:  

Hearing from a number of candidates, including 
gubernatorial candidates ï Hunter Hill, Clay Tippins, 
and Michael Williams; insurance commissioner 
candidate Jim Beck; and Republican national 
committeeman candidates Jason Thompson and 
Chris West. 

Watching a 3-minute video update from Washington, 
D.C., from U.S. Senator David Perdue of Georgia, 
who was unable to attend the meeting. 

Having the opportunity to tour the new Atlanta Braves 
stadium, which included getting to see and sit in the 
press box. About 20 women participated in this 
outing. 

Having the opportunity to participate in an all-day 
campaign management school prior to the board 
meeting that was coordinated by Cobb County 
Republican Women Club members Rose Wing and 
Johnell Woody.  

Recognizing outgoing president Barbara Hickey. 
Members of the outgoing board of directors and Cobb 
County Republican Womenôs Club presented various 
gifts to Hickey for her service and leadership. 

 

GFRW resolutions commend GFRW members 
and U.S. president 
 

Two presidents - GFRW President Barbara Hickey and U.S. 
President Donald Trump - were recognized with resolutions 
during the biennial convention.  Hickey, who has served as 
GFRWôs president for the past two years, was commended 
for her service and dedication to the organization.  
 
The resolution supporting Trump was written by Lis Sears, a 
member of Republican Women of Gilmer County. According 
to RWGC President Sally Forest, the resolution began as a 
letter that Sears drafted to send to members of Congress. 
After sharing it with her club to get membersô support, the club 
decided to send it to GFRW conventionôs resolutions 
committee to get input from its members. Forest said she was 
very excited to see this resolution passed. (To read this 
resolution, see page 20)  

 
 
In addition to resolutions in support of presidents, GFRW 
members also approved a resolution honoring Judy True and 
the VOICES publications team (including Sherry Roedl, Cindy 
Theiler, Bobbie Frantz, and Ullainee Stokes). The resolution 
recognized True and the team for its ñexceptional, long-time 
contribution to GFRW and for providing a voice to and for the 
Republican Party, particularly Republican women.ò  
 
GFRW members also approved some other resolutions that 
were approved by members of the National Federation of 
Republican Women at its biennial conference in September.  
      
GFRW members elect district directors 
 
Directors selected by members of their respective districts 
are:  
3rd district ï Jeanne Billa 
4th district ï Cheryl Swartz  
6th district ï Natalie Olmi 
7th district ï Carol Field  
8th district ï Linda Clements  
9th district ï Jena Yarborough 
11th district ï Rosan Hall 
12th district ï Ye Sun Wiltse 
13th district ï Della Ashley 
14th district ï Lydia Hallmark  
 

GFRW fundraisers raise funds for club; 
CCRWC member Rowe wins raffle 
 
GFRW members helped the clubôs organization increase its coffers 
by hosting a raffle and also selling Republican women bumper 
stickers and GOP scarves.  
 
Donna Rowe, of the Cobb County Republican Womenôs Club, was 
the lucky winner of the $300 gift card to American Outdoors in 
Smyrna. GFRW members sold 257 tickets for the raffle, according 
to Sarah (Sally) Snyder, the clubôs treasurer.  
 
GFRW Secretary Bobbie Frantz also provided bumper stickers 
touting leadership of Republican women and Ginger Howard, 
national committeewoman, provided some white scarves with red 
elephants ï the Republican symbol and color -- to sell. 
 
Thanks to all members for helping to make our fundraiser so 
successful by selling and purchasing items to support GFRW!  

Continued from page 3  
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GFRW club leadership academy 
 
GFRW members who graduated from the clubôs 
Leadership Academy were recognized with a certificate 
on Oct. 7.  
 
Pictured are: (L to R) Rosan Hall, Cheryl Lenney, Kappy 
Morris, Bobbie Frantz and Eleanor Toppins. Not pictured 
are: Judy True, Judy Newell, Wynn McCurdy, Marsha 
James, and Victoria Gunther. 
 
 

Outgoing GFRW executive committee 
 
Outgoing executive committee members posed one last 
time for a group photo. Pictured are (L to R) Rose Wing, 
parliamentarian; Denise Ognio, assistant treasurer; 
Sarah (Sally) Snyder, treasurer; Cindy Theiler, 3rd vice 
president; Joyce Hinton, 2nd vice president; Elaine 
Pritchard, 1st vice president; and Barbara Hickey, 
president.  

Continued from page  4  

 

Above: Attendees learn new skills for upcoming 
elections and campaigns. 

 
Left: Rose Wing and  

Johnell Woody  
 
 

GFRW members had the opportunity to participate 
in an all-day campaign management school prior 
to the board meeting that was coordinated by 
Cobb County Republican Women Club members 
Rose Wing and Johnell Woody.  
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Registration  

GFRW visits  

the stadium press box  

GFRW gets first --hand look  

at new stadium  

Flowers for outgoing  

President Barbara Hickey  

Registration  
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Molly Cooper, past 
president of Republican 
Women of Forsyth 
County, just announced 
her candidacy for 
Forsyth County District 
1 commission seat.   

 
 

 
 
Chris Waldman, of the 
Cobb County Republican 
Womenôs Club, recently 
held her Sports Hall of 
Frame Golf Tournament 
in Ellijay. The event, 
which provides 
scholarships for the 

seniors in sport, raised about $20K and has 
provided 54 scholarships from $500 to $1500 
during the last two years.  

 
 

Elaine Pritchard, GFRW 
1st vice president and 
member of Middle Georgia 
Republican Women, was 
selected to participate in 
the 2018 class of 
Republican Leadership for 
Georgia. The mission of 
this organization is ñto fill 

the ranks of Georgiaôs Republicans with trained 
leaders: people who are committed to the 
tradition of full participation in the political 
process, people who believe in Republican 
principles, and people who are willing to be or 
support candidates, to serve as state or local 
appointees and/or to work building the Partyôs 
success at the grassroots level."    
 

 

FEDERATION  

Vol. 1 Issue  1   Fall, 015 

 

 

Registration  



8  

 8 

 

F ounded in 1938, the NFRW is the 
largest and most influential Republican 
women's group in the nation, proudly 
representing the party that first made it 
possible for women to vote in the U.S.  
 
The NFRW works to increase the 
effectiveness and relevance of women in 
the cause of good government. Its 
mission remains to recruit and elect 
Republican candidates, promote the 
principles of the Republican Party, 
educate the public, and inform the media  
 
GFRW women attend NFRW 
convention  
Six GFRW members attended the 
National Federation of Republican 
Womenôs 39th Biennial Convention in 
Philadelphia in mid-September. Those 
attending were:  

Barbara Hickey, GFRW president 
Rose Wing, Cobb County 
Republican Womenôs Club 

Dee Gay, Cobb County Republican 
Womenôs Club  

Linda Williams, Gwinnett Republican 
Womenôs Club  

Carol Field, Gwinnett Republican 
Womenôs Club  

Debra Coulter, Gwinnett Republican 
Womenôs Club  

Four Coastal Republican Womenôs Club 
members registered to attend the 
convention, but could not travel due to 
hurricane Irma.  
 

Biennial NFRW achievement 
awards go to Georgia clubs 
ñThe NFRW Achievement Awards 
program is designed to enhance 
teamwork among members of each 

club,ò said NFRW Achievement 
Awards Chair Gwen Ecklund of 
Iowa. Using the Achievement 
Awards worksheet as a guide for 
planning club activities produces a 
well-balanced club program. It 
establishes standards of 
performance for club functions, 
membership development, 
programs, campaign activities, and 
community relations. 
 
ñAn outstanding number of clubs 
from across the country responded with 
entries in our biennial achievement 
awards program,ò Ecklund said. ñItôs 
great to recognize these clubs for  
their achievements, but itôs even more 
exciting to see the results of their 
focused programming and outreach in 
their communities that increase the 
effectiveness of women in the cause of 
good government. Reading the award 
applications confirms the impact NFRW 
members have in promoting the 
principles of freedom, equality, and 
justice upon which our government is 
founded.ò 
 
Georgia clubs earn NFRW 
Diamond Award;  
Sue Marshall honored for 
membership recruitment 

Two GFRW clubs -- Gwinnett 
Republican Womenôs Club and 
Savannah Area Republican Women -- 
won the national Diamond Award for 
Achievement during the National 
Federation of Republican Women 
(NFRW) 39th Biennial Convention held 
Sept. 14-17 in Philadelphia. More than 
425 awards were given to clubs that 

demonstrated excellence in membership 
development, campaign activities, 
community relations programs, and club 
functions over the past two years. 
 
Other honorees included:  

Sue Marshall, of the Cobb County 
Republican Womenôs Club 
(CCRWC), was recognized for 
her work as an outstanding club 
member for membership 
recruitment.  

GFRW was recognized with the 
Betty Heitman Award for state 
excellence. This award is 
presented to states that 
demonstrate excellence, 
achievement or accomplishment 
in community relations, 
programs, campaign activities, 
and state functions. 

Central Savannah River Republican 
Women and CCRWC - the Gold 
Award for Achievement; Coastal 
Republican Womenôs Club - 
Silver; and Coweta County 
Republican Womenôs Club, 
Middle Georgia Republican 
Women, and South Fulton 
Republican Women - Bronze. 

GFRW President Barbara Hickey (L) and Linda 
Williams, (R) president of the Gwinnett 
Republican Women, pose with Carrie Almond, 
NFRWôs outgoing president, with Diamond 
award certificates 
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See what some of our clubs have been up to!  Please 
share your club news so we all can learn from each 
other.   

Coastal Republican Womenõs Club 
Contributed by Sandra Mull 
Judge Alex Atwood, chief magistrate of Glynn County and 
a former member of the Georgia House of 
Representatives, spoke to CRWC members at their 
September luncheon meeting. At the clubôs August 
meeting, David Sharpe, a combat veteran, spoke about his 
experiences in Afghanistan. CRWC is planning a 
Christmas party to take place in December. 
 
 

Cobb County Republican Womenõs Club 
Contributed by Cindy Theiler 
CCRWC is scheduled to hold its annual veterans 
celebration luncheon on Oct. 28 at the Hilton Marietta 
Conference Center in Marietta beginning at 11 a.m. The 
15th annual event will feature Sgt. Clint Van Winkle, Iraqi 
Freedom vet, filmmaker and author, as the speaker. For 
more information, contact Dee Gay at 770-265-4949. 
 
 

Columbia County Republican Women  
Contributed by Ye Sun Wiltse 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCRW has had a fabulous year, including hosting 
consequential speakers who addressed important issues 
for conservatives. The meeting attendance has increased 
significantly this year. Three of 2017 meetings drew more 
than 70 people per meeting, and other meetings averaged 
between 50-60 attendees.  
 
Some speakers and their topics are included below: 

Phil Kent, editor of Advantage, provided a political 
analysis on the 2016 presidential election and a 
look at 2017 and beyond. 

David Bores discussed the dangers of Sharia Laws 
encroachment in America 

Chris Farrell, of Judicial Watch, spoke about ongoing 
efforts to keep Hillary Clinton accountable for her 
exposing U.S. secrets by keeping an unsecured 
personal server to do State Department business.  

Congressman Jody Hice, a member of the Freedom 
Caucus, provided a legislative update from 
Washington D.C.  

Gail Griffin, Arizona state senator, shared information 
about the dangers of drug and human trafficking 
across the U.S.ôs unsecured borders.  

The club also heard from Georgia Rep. Jodi Lott, Lt. Gov. 
candidate David Shafer, and Hunter Hill, state senator and 
gubernatorial candidate, who participated in the clubôs 
Sept. 11 remembrance meeting. In April, the club also held 
its annual membership picnic ï a day of fun and games.  
 
 

Coweta County Republican Women 
Contributed by Amy Emerich 
Special guests at the CCRWCôs lunch in September were 
Cindy Hughes, director, and Jill Gerard, client services 
manager for Coweta Pregnancy Services. 
 

     Continued on next page 
 

 

Members of CCRW listen to the speaker ï Hunter Hill, 
Georgia gubernatorial candidate - during recent meeting.  


