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Editorial 

Fall 2010 VOICES Magazine 

Our Assignment:  
Involve Tomorrow’s Leaders 

Mission:  Educating and  
Empowering Women  

for Better Government 

 
Looking across gatherings at GFRW Board Meetings and reading emails from politically 
active Georgia women, I am moved to find so many of us matured as political activists 
during our Young Republican Club hey-days of the 1960’s and 70’s.  We listened to the 
Beatles; watched the Vietnam War roar; campaigned for Callaway, Coverdell and Cook; 
and honed our communication skills as we sought to become tomorrow’s leaders.  And 
today we are among the Republican and conservative leaders of Georgia. 
 
Two years ago we watched many young, first time voters propel a glib young Democrat 
candidate into the White House.  The young man who promised voters the world - now 
has trouble delivering and remembering what he promised.  In recent elections, many of 
those same voters stayed home and their absence helped Republican gubernatorial can-
didates in New Jersey and Virginia.  “A Virginia Commonwealth University student didn’t 
bother voting in the governor’s race because,”  she said, “the candidates didn’t give her 
anything to get excited about.”  Rashida Hill, a 23 year old college student observed “The 
simple fact is, unless you put it in front of somebody, they’re really not going to seek it 
out” (Potter, November, 2009).   
 
Given the explosive spend mentality pervasive of this administration and Democrat domi-
nated congress, tomorrow’s leaders are going to be saddled with burdens beyond their 
wildest imaginations.  Now is the time to bring them to the conservative table and to help 
empower them for the job ahead.    But empowering them does not mean throwing young, 
inexperienced political operatives into the fray.  Empowerment for effective conservative 
government comes not only with education and experience, but also with ideas.  
“Republicans need to lead with the power of their ideas, not slim percentages or forced 
consensus.  Strong argument and debate are the only way to a long-term governing ma-
jority” (Latimer, Sept. 23, 2009). 
  
Michelle Malkin (Limbaugh, Sept. 2009) said “It definitely is time for fresh blood and a new 
generation of conservative leaders who . . . understand the way this Democrat machine 
has melded and become a completely efficient operation.”  She emphasized the “tea party 
movement and backlash against Obama’s lies on transparency and ethics, accountability,  
[and] fiscal responsibility,  will yield the next generation of conservative leaders in public 
office, who have the spine to fight back” (p. 7).  As the education arm of the party, the 
federation has an obligation to help identify, prepare, and empower tomorrow’s leaders. 
  
  To be empowered, what do tomorrow’s leaders need? 
 

A Conservative Belief System.   Identify the themes and issues that have vitalized 
people in the Tea Party movement.  Inform young people about the foundation 
principles of the Republican Party.  What makes a Republican different?  Com-
pare Republican ideals with those of the Democrats.  Can you answer the ques-
tions – What is a Republican?  Why are you a Republican?  If you can articulate 
answers to these two questions either vocally or in writing, share your informa-
tion with young people within your sphere of influence.    

Editorial Continued on Page 7 
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GFRW Visions 
And not a moment too soon. 
Over the last two years, the ranks of politically active Patriots have swelled through con-
servative recruiting channels such as the Tea Party movement, whose growth has been 
entirely from the grassroots. I, for one, welcome every American to the front lines in de-
fense of our Constitution. Here at the Georgia Federation of Republican Women, we know 
that it is time to get back to the basics.   

In order to unite behind the movement to restore the Rule of Law through restoring the 
Constitution and its integrity, we had to do more than merely upholding an ideological 
stance. To strengthen our argument, we have to do more than merely “feel”, even with 
passion, that something is fearfully amiss in our Country. It is time that we dust off that 
remarkable document and study for ourselves, its precepts and the concepts of this Re-
public that we call the United States of America. 
The Articles of Confederation went into effect in our young nation in 1781 and only pro-
vided for a Congress to conduct war, carry on foreign affairs and handle money matters, 
but not to regulate trade, levy taxes or borrow money (maybe not such a bad idea). The 
main problem here was a lack of cohesiveness in the new nation.  From that came the 
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787 where the American Constitution was 
hammered out. This document created a federal republic with certain powers given to a 
central government and all others reserved to the states. The United States demonstrated 
it was possible for a government [to be] based on the rights of the individual. The Puritan 
ideals such as the Rule of Law, covenant, and the dignity of the individual under God 
found expression in the American system. 
On an occasion like this, a great temptation exists to present the evidences of practical 
success within our form of a democratic republic at home and more increasingly abroad. 
What is ultimately more important to contemplate, ours is a government “of the people”. It 
represents our will. Its officers may at times go astray, but that is not a reason for criticiz-
ing the principles of our institutions. The real heart of the American Government depends 
on the heart of the people. It is from this source we must look for all genuine reform. 
When thinking upon these self-evident truths upon which the Founders adopted their Con-
stitution we must come to one conclusion. This was to establish a free government that 
cannot be permitted to degenerate into the unrestrained authority of a mere majority or 
the unbridled weight of a mere influential few. Because of our Constitution, people have 
been free from oppression and at the foundation is the guarantee of our Liberty. 
“All of this is not the result of accident. It has a philosophical cause. Without the Constitu-
tion and the Union, we could not have attained the result; but even these, are not the pri-
mary cause of our great prosperity. There is something back of all of these, entwining 
itself more closely to the human heart. That something is the principle of ‘Liberty to all’—
the principle that clears the path for all—gives hope to all—and by consequence, enter-
prise and industry to all.”  Abraham Lincoln, 1861 
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In order to establish our knowledge of the 
brilliant document, our first task of the new 
year was to collaborate with Hillsdale Col-
lege’s Center for Constitutional Studies and 
Citizenship in promoting a six hour webinar on 
“Reviving the Constitution”.  On the initial Sat-
urday, the live broadcast rated over 38,000 
viewers who watched and listened to Constitu-
tional scholars give an inspiring reminder of 
the value of this great Constitution, its history 
and concepts. The Town Hall Reader was 
available for download without charge and if 
you missed it, you can do what thousands are 
doing to tune in to the podcast 
(www.thekirbycenter.org). Our goal is to equip 
and educate you as to why we believe what 
we do and arm you with the tools to pass 
along this knowledge to others. We must 
teach others about our government today and 
what citizens can do to revive the Constitution. 
One of the greatest strengths of the Georgia 
Federation of Republican Women is our unity. 
A single thread is efficient for the small task of 
sewing a button or a hem, but thousands of 
threads blended together can tether even the 
mightiest naval ship to remain in the harbor.  
Alone, we can articulate our hopes and de-
sires for this State and Country, but our effi-
ciency and effectiveness rests with our ability 
to remain united. Just as our Founding Fa-
thers had the wisdom to create a far better 
vehicle of our liberties in the Constitution, 
likewise the founders of the National Federa-
tion of Republican Women understood how 
these principles applied to empowering and 
equipping women in the cause of good gov-
ernment. 
We derive great strength and unity in forming 
this front to defend our Constitution as the 
primary objective of the growing Patriot move-
ment. I know from our nation's history, and 
from personal experience, the only guiding 
authority Patriots need is the plain language of 
the Constitution itself 
As Benjamin Franklin said famously when 
signing the Declaration of Independence, "We 
must, indeed, all hang together, or most as-
suredly we will all hang separately." 
Indeed, the last line of our Declaration reads, 
"For the support of this declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of Divine Provi-

dence, we mutually pledge to each other our 
lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor." 
And we can do no less.  This is why we need 
to make sure we are sufficiently prepared to 
meet the challenges of the rapidly approach-
ing 2010 elections. Within the Federation, we 
have an automatic, built in advantage. We 
have a network of extremely capable women 
who are never afraid to step out and promote 
candidates who strongly hold to the founding 
principles. Our organizational plan is perfectly 
designed within each Congressional District to 
supply each candidate with well-trained “boots 
on the ground” to cover all of the precincts and 
maintain massive calling efforts. Most of the 
Federated women have completed the Cam-
paign Management training that is vital to any 
well-run campaign. We are trained to engage 
in conversations at every opportunity. The 
grocery store, for example, is always a perfect 
place to turn the conversation to the issues of 
grave importance to our State and Country. It 
is vitally important for us to expand our local 
clubs. The greater number of women who we 
recruit into our Federated clubs, the more 
pronounced the opportunity to educate women 
in the precepts of good government. It then 
follows, the greater numbers of women who 
we educate, the more we can multiply our 
effectiveness in the upcoming elections.  
We are well acquainted with the saying “we 
are approaching the most important election.” 
This has never been a more true statement for 
what we are currently facing. We have just 
witnessed the attempted takeover of personal 
wealth and its redistribution. We are on the 
precipice of eliminating every Constitutional 
liberty that has been obtained through hun-
dreds of years of honorable sacrifice.  
Since we hold these Truths to be self-evident, 
and since we believe the United States Con-
stitution is one of these most profound docu-
ments authored by men on the limits of gov-
ernment and the liberties of men, then we 
must assume our duty to protect and defend it 
as those have done before us. Our battlefield 
is the ballot box and it is our duty to insure a 
well-educated voting populace, secure elec-
tions and to get out the vote. 
We can do no less. 

President’s Message - Continued 

 
. . . build on the natural inclination of tea party groups to use social networking tools  

and draw energy of people fresh to politics looking for ways to affect the country’s direction.  Karl Rove  
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National Federation of Republican Women: Rich in Heritage 
 

Who Are We?  Why Are We Here? 
By Rae Chornenky 

NFRW First Vice President 

The National Federation of Re-
publican Women (NFRW), an organization of 
clubs located in cities and towns across the 
country, is also a nationwide organization made 
up of women who have pledged their talents, 
their time and their resources to accomplish the 
NFRW purposes as written in the NFRW by-
laws.  Those purposes are to:  

• increase the effectiveness of women 
in the cause of good government; 

• inform the public through political 
education and activity; 

• foster loyalty to the Republican Party 
at all levels of government; 

• promote the principals of the Republi-
can Party; 

• work for Republican candidates in all 
elections, including nonpartisan elec-
tions; and  

• support the objectives and policies of 
the Republican National Committee.  

 
The NFRW is the largest political organization 
of women in the U.S.  It was formed in 1938 
with the major mission of electing Republicans 
to office.  Women play the largest role in grass 
roots efforts in every State.  As we know, 
women represent the largest voting bloc by 
making up 54% of voters who cast ballots in 
2004 and in 2008.  
 
Members of local NFRW clubs, State federa-
tions and the national board of directors have 
the opportunity to organize and recruit the larg-
est arsenal of grassroots activists in the history 
of our organization.  Our objective is to organ-
ize a nationwide campaign for Republican victo-
ries in 2010.  
 

It is anticipated the NFRW will target congres-
sional and senatorial races in each State.  
Through membership recruitment, the NFRW 
will stand ready to achieve success in our 
goals.  
 
We come by all of this naturally, as in the past 
Republicans continued to make history.  In 
1862, it was the Republicans who passed the 
Land-Grant College Act, distributing federal 
land to States to fund the establishment of col-
leges and universities throughout the country.  
In 1863, the first Hispanic governor, Romualdo 
Pacheco of California, was a Republican.  It 
was Republicans, in 1864, who campaigned on 
a platform to abolish slavery - congressional 
Republicans passed the 13th Amendment 
unanimously. In 1866, the Republican con-
trolled Congress passed legislation establishing 
the Buffalo Soldiers, providing for six regiments 
of African-American troops.  Joseph Rainey, in 
1870, was the first African-American congress-
man and was elected to five more terms repre-
senting South Carolina.  The first African-
American Senator was a Republican and the 
first Asian-American Senator was a Republican.  
In 1909, Mary Terrell, was one of two African-
American Republican Women who co-founded 
the NAACP.  Ms. Terrell campaigned tirelessly 
for women’s suffrage.  Finally, it was Republi-
cans who passed the 1875 Civil Rights Act and 
the 1957 Civil Rights Act.  
 
The list of Republican “firsts” throughout history 
goes on and on.  
 
When the NFRW was founded in September, 
1938, organized under the direction of Marion 
E. Martin, then Co-Chair of the Republican 
National Committee, our organization began to 

flourish.   In 1944, the NFRW adopted its seal 
which shows the American Golden Eagle, con-
sidered the king of birds, holding a quill pen and 
standing guard over our most treasured tool of 
democracy, the ballot box.  The emblem por-
trays the Federation’s interest in the protection 
and integrity of the electoral process.  The 
American Eagle is borrowed from the great seal 
of the United States of America.  The quill is 
symbolic of the power of words, especially as 
contained in the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution of the United States.  Our 
seal is of great importance at this time as voter 
identification legislation is hotly debated.  
 
NFRW members are now in the forefront with 
the incredible desire of each member to secure 
the benefits of American freedom and liberty for 
all.  NFRW members’ leadership in preserving 
the strength of America, maintaining individual 
liberty and strengthening the future of freedom 
for all is, perhaps, the Republican Party’s great-
est asset.       

Who Am I? 
Rae Chornenky is NFRW 1st Vice President 
and has also held positions as Region 3 Direc-
tor and past NFRW Bylaws Chairman.  She is a 
past president of the Arizona Federation of 
Republican Women.  Chornenky is a practicing 
attorney. 

Republican Women Are Hungry!    
They are hungry for information, hungry for respect, hungry for an opportunity, and hungry to engage in politics at a higher level than they currently 
are.  They want to be part of the real political process.  They want to run the campaign, not just bake the cookies or attend the phone banks.  Most 
importantly, they are tired of not being considered a viable piece of the political puzzle.  Women have been in the trenches and acted as the back-
bone of this Party for many years.  It is time for women to come out from behind the scenes of our Party and come to the forefront.  We are capa-
ble, and we are ready! - Sue Everhart, Georgia GOP Chairman, in Republican Woman, Fall 2009, p. 17 
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Editorial - Continued 

 Find ways to make election issues relevant to the lives of 
tomorrow’s leaders.  Certainly today’s economic issues are 
“no brainers” for involved Republicans to address.  Future 
generations will be burdened with paying for the current deci-
sions being made in Washington.  Involve young leaders in 
researching and updating issues they can share with local 
voters.  Through their research efforts, they will become more 
informed about both sides of the issues and they will be gain-
ing the ammunition they need to make their voices heard. 

 
Recognition of Their Beliefs.  Young leaders are looking to have 

a VOICE on issues that are meaningful to them.  For exam-
ple, the mid March rally of Georgia college students in Atlanta 
demonstrated college students are concerned about issues, 
in this case – the effects of funding deficits on their education.    
Careful planning and execution of plans brought students 
from across the state to demonstrate at the Capitol.  Geor-
gia’s student body was represented by members of the Uni-
versity System of Georgia Students for Quality Education (led 
by student body presidents), the Georgia Students for Public 
Higher Education, as well as Chapters of College Republi-
cans. These students are talented organizers, with skills that 
can compliment conservative election efforts at local and 
state levels.    

 
An Opportunity to Participate.  Phyllis Schlafly (Feb. 26, 2010) 

reported Obama’s current recruitment efforts to create a pri-
vate army of high school students who will build on the move-
ment that first elected Obama president.  He intends to enlist 
students “across the country to help us bring about our 
agenda.”  His internet outreach campaign has been renamed 
Organizing for America and sign-up sheets are currently be-
ing circulated.  Obama is the ultimate community organizer at 
work.  Can our Republican establishment learn from this les-
son?  If so, begin now to become an organizer in your com-
munity who will help empower conservative Americans and 
tomorrow’s leaders with the skills to work 2012 elections. 

 
 Involve Young Republicans Club members, high school stu-

dents, and young business leaders of the community in the 
activities of the local GOP.  Invite young women to the local 
Republican women’s club and get them involved.  Enlist 
young leaders on each committee, task force, and function 
planning group.  Today’s high school and college students 
know how to form activist groups to educate their peers, acti-
vate conference calls, prepare communication strategies, use 
the internet to build support, use the internet to research is-
sues, assess tactics for a given situation . . . the list goes on 
and on.  Respect the energy and skills they bring to your ta-
ble.  Help them gain political experience from the ground up, 
while at the same time providing opportunities for them to use 
skills they have developed.  Obama’s successful campaign 
for the presidency was invigorated through his adept student 
recruitment efforts.  And he has not stopped.   

 

Acknowledgement of Their Efforts. Tomorrow’s party leaders as 
well as independent voters tend to be very performance ori-
ented.  They lose patience if they feel the tasks they are given 
are menial or unimportant.  Likewise, if they go unacknow-
ledged their interest will stray to other avenues where their 
needs for recognition and contribution can be met.  Once 
involved, recognize them for their commitment and for their 
effort. 

 
Our nation has a dilemma.    The current administration has escalated a 
calamity as they wreak havoc through excessive spending and what 
seems to be an unbridled thirst to control all facets of our lives.  Conser-
vative Republicans have a “chance” to regain the reins of government in 
the upcoming election cycles, but in this climate of political unrest, suc-
cess must not be taken for granted.  What have we learned in the past 
ten years?  Can we make room at the conservative table for new blood?  
Are we ready to involve tomorrow’s leaders? 
 
Two guest columnists in this spring issue of VOICES represent a devel-
oping generation of leaders.  One columnist, a high school senior, re-
cently won a DAR award for his essay on preserving our heritage.  The 
second columnist is a young man who demonstrated his sense of re-
sponsibility by going to Haiti to help after the earthquake.  Excerpts from 
his diary are included. 
 
Sources:   
Diamond, L. (2010, September 15). Library text messaging latest trend 
 on campuses.  Atlanta Journal Constitution. pp. B1, B6. 
Latimer, M. (2009, September 23). GOP succumbed to unchecked 
 power. Atlanta Journal Constitution, pp. A23. 
Leslie, K. & Diamond, L. (2010, March 16). College students rally today 
 at Capitol.  Atlanta Journal Constitution, pp. A1, A6. 
Limbaugh, R. (2009, September). My conversation with Michelle Malkin.  
 The Limbaugh Letter. pp. 6-10. 
Potter, D. (2009, November 4). Young voters who helped elect Obama 
 stayed home. Enews.earthlink - U.S. News. 
Schalafly, P.  (2010, February 26).  Organizing kids for Obama. Eagle
 Forum.org.  

Who Am I? 
Judy True,  retired professor from North Georgia College & State University, 
is a well known author on organizational leadership topics.  She chaired a 
variety of state and international committees and founded LEADER—an 
international  special interest group.  Judy helped start Young Republican 
groups in Atlanta in the 60’s.  She is a member of the Chattahoochee Re-
publican Women’s Club, chairs the GFRW Publications Committee, and 
edits VOICES. 

 Jobs, jobs, jobs! 
CBS News reported that the American people believe - by 
a huge 59 percent to 21 percent gap - that business tax 
cuts are more effective than government spending in creat-
ing jobs.  Let’s side with a 3-to-1 majority of Americans and 
make this the No. 1 issue of 2010.  Newt Gingrich  
(www.americansolutions.com/jobsfirst). 
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Giving Voters the Right 
Information for Decision Making  

By: Rusty Paul 
August 21, 2009, posted on his block at iSquared Communications 

Principles vs. Message   
In campaigns, candidates sometime confuse 
their principles with their message.   They be-
lieve being “the most conservative candidate in 
the race” is all the voters want – or need – to 
know about them.   
 
If I had a dollar for every candidate that has 
said, “You should vote for me because I am the 
conservative in this race,” I’d never have to 
work again.   Give me another dollar for every 
candidate who has said “I’m taking a principled 
stand on the issues,” and no member of my 
family would ever feel the need to work again.   
This mistake most often happens in primaries 
where candidates are trying to appeal to a 
party’s base vote, but it happens in general 
elections, too.  
 
Often, candidates feel simply taking “principled” 
stands on issues will get them elected. In real-
ity, those candidates typically arrive at or near 
the bottom in contested races.   It’s not that the 
voters are “liberal,” it’s just that conservatism, 
liberalism, libertarianism and all the other “isms” 
we use to label politicians actually mean differ-
ent things to different people. 
  
If you ask a Republican, “are you conserva-
tive?” the answer is almost always “yes.”   You 
have to scratch much deeper to determine what 
“kind“ of conservative the Republican is.   So-
cial conservatives have a different definition of 
conservatism than many economic conserva-
tives.  
  
While social conservatives usually are also 
fiscal and economic conservatives, they typi-
cally focus more on a candidate’s moral, ethical 

and religious values.  Abortion is truly a litmus 
test for most social conservatives, but a 
broader range of value-laden issues rank high, 
too.  
 
Social conservatives are not as static in their 
views as many candidates believe.  For in-
stance, in recent elections, a significant per-
centage of voters have moved more to the left 
on environmental issues.   They see the Biblical 
admonition to “subdue the earth” in different 
terms, interpreting it as a command to be better 
stewards of God’s creation. These conserva-
tives want limited government, but they also 
want government policies supporting the values 
they feel are essential to a virtuous soci-
ety.  They believe America cannot be great 
unless it is virtuous and traditional values – 
usually traditional Judeo-Christian values – 
define virtue.  
 
Economic conservatives are more focused on 
fiscal and economic issues and, in fact, may 
consider themselves “progressive” or 
“libertarian” on social issues. They want gov-
ernment “to stay out of their wallets and their 
bedrooms.”  They want lower taxes, less gov-
ernment regulation and less interventionist 
government in most economic and social mat-
ters.  They aren’t total libertarians, because 
they see a role for government outside the 
libertarian just “tote the mail and defend the 
shores” mindset, such as providing transporta-
tion and infrastructure, schools and delivering 
other “essential” services.  
 
But once the essentials are done, leave me 
alone and tax me just enough to pay for those 
services.  These often are your entrepreneurs – 

first and second generation business owners or 
individuals involved in small or medium-sized 
businesses - who value their independence and 
who carry forward America’s pioneering 
spirit. They get fired up about the flat tax, the 
fair tax or any system other than the existing 
complex, counterproductive, intrusive income 
tax system that falls disproportionately on them 
and punishes productive, creative work.  While 
social conservatives get fired up about the cur-
rent health care debate, this group of economic 
conservatives is the driving force behind the 
Tea Parties and the anger evident at the recent 
health care forums.  
 
A subset within economic conservatives is what 
I call business conservatives.   They tend to be 
executives or “professional managers.”  They 
see government as a mixed bag.   
  
Less ideologically driven, they want govern-
ment to ensure a fair, level playing field for their 
business and to promote economic develop-
ment through tax breaks and publicly financed 
projects, but they also want government to 
minimize regulations and taxes.  More impor-
tant, they want government to be consis-
tent.  They feel they can adapt to any set of 
rules government makes, but just don’t be 
changing them constantly.  
 
Many cultural and some economic conserva-
tives are leery when this group calls itself 
“conservative,” but they do have generally 
(though often soft) conservative values.   Often 
called “Main Street” conservatives, other con-
servatives see this group as “the mushy mid-
dle,” thus constituting the greatest obstacle to a 
true conservative revolution.   

Continued o n page 9 
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However, this group is crucial to the Republican 
coalition.  They represent a disproportionate 
share of political contributors and write the busi-
ness PAC checks that fuel campaigns.  
 
At the other extreme, reside the libertarian con-
servatives who see government in stark black 
and white, good vs. evil terms.  A true libertarian 
conservative has never seen a government he/
she likes.   Government isn’t a necessary evil – 
it’s just plain evil.  Democrats have the same 
striations and variations within the liberal/
progressive political sphere.   
 
In truth, most voters – conservative or liberal - 
are a blend of various philosophic sub-
branches.  So in elections, conservative voters 
want to know what kind of conservative are you?  
   
Thus, successful Republican candidates develop 
campaign messages to reach across the sub-
strata of conservatism (ditto for Dems on the left 
side of the political dial).  Even divergent wings 
of a philosophical movement have unifying fac-

tors and an effective campaign employs unifying 
themes to bring its voters together.  An effective 
campaign doesn’t get bogged down in the differ-
ences among the various factions – but finds 
ideas and issues with broader appeal.  Does that 
mean you forsake principle and make blatant 
political appeals designed just to get votes? You 
better not.   Philosophical warriors are experts at 
spotting the phonies among us.  
 
It does mean, however, that in developing effec-
tive campaign messages, candidates simply 
can’t declare themselves conservatives.  They 
must define their conservatism and outline ways 
they plan to put principles into action. After all, a 
campaign’s message explains why a candidate 
is running, outlining his aspirations once in of-
fice.  It helps voters decide why they should vote 
for you and not your opponent(s).   And, your 
messaging must define and explain the choices 
voters must make voting in your race.  
 
In fact, the most effective campaign messages 
force voters to decide between opposing view-

points, unifying various philosophical factions 
while creating stark choices for them by focusing 
on what makes you different from (better than) 
your opponent(s).    
  

Reprinted with permission 
 
Who Am I:  
Rusty Paul is former 
Georgia GOP Chair-
man, state senator and 
long-time campaign 
consultant for state and 
local campaigns. He did 
his masters work in 
Campaigns & Elections 
at Georgia State Uni-
versity. iSquared Com-
munications is a politi-
cal consulting firm help-
ing Republican candidates in state and local 
races. Email him at 
www.RustyPaul@isquaredcommunications.com 

Information for Decision Making - Continued from previous page 

 

 
Babe Atkins Byrne Receives 

GLOW Award 
By Holly Comer 

 
The Georgia Commission on Women along with the Georgia Osteoporosis Ini-
tiative recognize women during Women’s History Month.  This year I nominated 
Babe Atkins Byrne for a GLOW Award - Georgia Legacy, Older Women who, 
though past the usual age of retirement, are still significantly involved and pro-
ductive.  While I don’t think of Babe as an “older woman” - she definitely exem-
plifies what this award is about.  Her passion for her community and those 
around her is amazing.  She has lived in Cobb County since age six.  Her pas-
sion, priorities, and dedicated involvement include American Cancer Society 
and a variety of organizations including the YWCA.  Honors include YWCA 
Woman of Achievement Award, WellStar’s Speaking of Women’s Health Hon-
oree, Cobb Bar Association’s Liberty Bell Award, several Best of Cobb County 
Awards, and Smyrna Oakdale Moose Lodge named her Mrs. Cobb County 
1991.  Her other passion is Cobb County Republican Women and in 2009 she 
was named Republican Woman of the Year by the Georgia Federation of Re-
publican Women. 
 

Pictured above: Holly Comer, Babe Atkins Byrne 

Members in the News! 
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Georgia VoteSafe 
By: Mary Van Brink   

GFRW Publications Committee 

 

 

Scenario – Imagine you are a victim of domestic violence.  You have fled 
your home and are living in a domestic violence shelter, trying to hide from 
your abusive partner as you begin a new life.  It is important to you to vote 
in the next election, but you are afraid your partner can check voter records 
to find you. 

VoteSafe – Although state law requires voter lists (i.e., names and ad-
dresses of registered voters) to be available to the public, on December 
29, 2009, a new program was implemented: VoteSafe. The Georgia Vote-
Safe Program ensures the resi-
dence address of a qualified partici-
pant is used only for voter registra-
tion purposes and remains confiden-
tial at all times from public disclo-
sure.  “The Georgia VoteSafe Pro-
gram protects victims of violence 
and their right to participate in the 
elections process,” Handel said.  
(Photo by WorldNow.com) 

Legislation – VoteSafe was sponsored in the 2009 legislative session by 
Rep. Katie Dempsey (R-Rome), and Governor Sonny Perdue signed the 
enabling legislation, House Bill 227, in May.  The US Department of Justice 
approved the implementation that went into effect in December. 

Participation – Georgians can participate in the VoteSafe Program if they 
are: 

• A resident of the State of Georgia 
• A registered voter 
• Under either a protective order, restraining order, or are a resident of 

a family violence shelter 

Following the date of approval by the registrar, the participant’s residence 
address information is kept confidential for 4 years, unless the participant 
withdraws or cancels before the expiration date.  A participant’s certifica-
tion is canceled in the following circumstances: 

• Files a request for withdrawal 

• Applies using false or incorrect information 
• Moves out of the county without reapplying for VoteSafe participation 
• Moves out of the State of Georgia 
• Does not maintain voter registration in the State of Georgia 

VoteSafe is not a witness protection program and does not assist partici-
pants in obtaining new names, social security numbers, or relocating to a 
new residence.  Furthermore, VoteSafe does not provide applicants or 
participants with legal representation or advice. 

 
If the participant chooses to move to another county in Georgia and needs 
to continue the confidentiality of their voter’s residence address, the Vote-
Safe participant must work with the new county registrar to prepare and file 
a new application, including a signed affidavit and supporting documenta-
tion. 

Register – If you know someone who may qualify for this program, encour-
age them to register to vote as a VoteSafe voter.  Direct them to 
www.sos.ga.gov/votesafe where they can review the program’s eligibility 
requirements and download the required application forms. 

Information – For additional information, contact the Secretary of State’s 
Elections Division at 404-656-2871 or contact your county registrar’s office. 

Who am I?  

 “Voices” columnist Mary R. Van Brink is a member 
of the GFRW Publications Committee.  Mary has a 
degree in English-Journalism and has worked as a 
technical writer for companies such as EDS, Gen-
eral Motors, IBM, First Union (now Wachovia/Wells 
Fargo), and she currently works at Abbott Labora-
tories (formerly Solvay Pharmaceuticals, Inc.) in 
Marietta, GA.  She is a member of the Cobb 
County Republican Women, the Cobb GOP, and 
the Georgia Tea Party. 

“Georgia citizens should not have to fear for their safety when 
registering to vote and casting their ballot.” — Karen Handel 

 
Invaders Numbers Rise in Southeast 

Since the Olympic Games in Atlanta, the number of illegal immigrants living in Georgia has skyrocketed, more than doubling to 480,000 from 
January 2000 to January 2009, according to a new federal report.  Georgia has the highest percentage of increase among the 10 states with 
the biggest illegal immigrant populations during those years. 

Kate Brumback, apnews.myway.com 
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Who Am I:?  
 Holly Robichaud has 20 years experience 
managing campaigns at the local, state, and 
national levels.  She has worked with the 
Republican National Committee, the Natl. 
Republican Congressional Committee and 
the Natl. Republican Senatorial Committee.  
She specializes in strategy, fundraising and 
voter contact programs and is an instructor 
in the campaign school for NFRW.  Ro-
bichaud was a featured presenter at the 
GFRW 2009 Fall Convention. 

 The Economy     
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Neglect to spend enough time fundraising 

The number one reason why campaigns fail is due to lack of 
funds.  50% of the candidate’s time should be dedicated to 
raising funds.  The candidate is the best person to ask people 
to make a large investment.  Candidates, who don’t want to 
dial for dollars, must write a large personal check to the cam-
paign. 
 

Candidate manages campaign 
Candidates cannot manage their own campaigns.  It is a rec-
ipe for failure.  A candidate has two responsibilities — get 
votes and raise funds.  All too often candidates will use the 
excuse of managing their campaigns in order to avoid fund-
raising.  Let the manager worry about getting the trains to run 
on time.   
 

Fail to go door knocking 
There is no better way to meet voters than visiting them at 
their home.  A handshake beats a piece of mail and a phone 
call every day of the week.  Voters remember candidates who 
come to their door. 
 
Candidates who refuse to door knock usually lose.  However, 
in order to run a competitive campaign with a non-door knock-
ing candidate, you will have to spend at least 4 times more on 
mail and phones.  
 

Attacking too early 
You have issues with the incumbent.  That’s why you are 
running.  However, attacking your opponent is not the first 
step for winning an election.  Your first step is to build positive 
name identification with voters before you can give them a 
reason to fire the incumbent.  The rule is, a voter needs to 
hear or see your name 13 times before they will remember it. 
 

Spend too much time searching for a silver bullet 
Rarely in politics is there a silver bullet that finishes off an 
opponent.  Just look at Bill Clinton and all his scandals.  You 
are more likely to win with Chinese water torturing your oppo-
nent, drip by drip you can lay out the case as to why the in-
cumbent should be fired. 

 
Failing to prepare for Democrat onslaught 

In October the Democrats allies of special interest groups and 
unions will aggressively campaign during the last three 
weeks.  Be prepared.  Have enough money to talk to voters 
when most of them make up their minds.  Don’t let the De-
mocrats have the advantage. 
 

No such thing as off the record 
Whether you are talking to the press or a neighbor everything 
is on the record nowadays.  Look at what happened to Joe 
Biden in 2008 at his own fundraiser.  His comments to a few 
supporters were broadcast nationwide.  Never go off the re-
cord with a reporter and never say anything that you don’t 
want to see on YouTube. 

 
Using wrong election for targeting 

The 2010 election will not be the same as 2008.  Turnout in 
Presidential elections is much larger than state elections.  
You need to target voters according to the type of election 
you are facing.   

 
Leave election results up to fate 

The campaign must have an organized and strategic get-out-
the-vote plan.  It can make a 4% difference in the results 
which can be the difference between winning and losing.  
Who doesn’t want an extra 4%? 
 

Angry Republican 
Yes, in challenger races, candidates should provide voters 
with contrast but you don’t have to go ugly.  Use humor if 
possible.  You don’t want to be perceived as an angry Repub-
lican.  Ronald Reagan was able to make very tough deci-
sions, but he never came across in a stern way.  Follow his 
lead.  Be a happy Republican. 

Top Ten Mistakes  
Novice Legislative Candidates Make 

By Holly Robichaud 
NFRW Campaign School 

 Thomas Jefferson and James Madison said in 1798 that a state must resist federal enforcement of an unconstitutional and dangerous policy. 
Kevin Gutzman, The Politically Incorrect Guide to the Constitution, 2007, p. 71. 
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The unimaginable has suddenly become very possible. Some political 
experts now actually predict Republicans may regain control of the 
United States Senate in the 2010 election. Just fourteen months ago, 
such an outcome seemed impossible. After all, heading into the 2010 
election cycle, Democrats held a commanding sixty (60) to forty (40) 
vote margin. Since the Vice President (Democrat Joe Biden) breaks 
any tie votes (i.e. 50/50), Republicans would have to capture eleven 
seats in order to gain majority "control" of the U.S. Senate. 
  
Of course, there is the question of exactly what does "control" mean in 
the United States Senate. Most agree on one thing - "control" really 
does not mean total control of the United States Senate. Instead, there 
are only varying degrees of procedural advantage. In operation, no 
political party ever controls the Senate. 
  
As Senate Democrats have learned the hard way, not even the mysti-
cal sixty vote threshold yields the ability to actually force legislation 
through the process, with votes being little more than administrative 
technicalities necessary for valid legislation. (Senator Zell Miller wrote 
an entire chapter in his book "A National Party No More" describing in 
some detail the absurdities of the process.) Instead, every Senator has 
the ability to slow the process, and a group of Senators can slow, if not 
outright stall, even the most rudimentary tasks and legislation.  
  
Yet, there is some order, albeit limited, to the madness of the U. S. 
Senate, and as a result, varying levels of voting control are in fact 
important. The first threshold is a majority. This requires fifty-one votes 
(either with or without the vote of the Vice President who is the titular 
President of the Senate) when the Senate is at full strength. 
  
The majority gets to do a lot of very important things. The two most 
important are the appointment of Senators to Committees, including 
the selection of Committee Chairs, and setting the agenda for the Sen-
ate. Committee Chairs have enormous power including the power to 
set the Committee's agenda. Controlling the agenda can mean every-
thing. 
  
Beyond the fifty-one vote threshold, there is the all-important sixty vote 
threshold. Sixty votes end the ability of any one or group of Senators to 
continuously debate (filibuster) any action by the Senate. It sounds 
easier than it is. Senate Democrats had sixty votes for almost a year. 
They actually accomplished little. 
  
Against this backdrop, the 2010 election cycle started. Few gave the 
Republicans much chance to go from twenty votes down to one vote 

up.  After all, the Senate is designed to change slowly. With six year 
terms, only one-third of the Senate is ever up for election in any one  
election cycle. And, in any given cycle, only a portion of the Senators in 
any one election cycle are from one political party, and of those, 
only a handful of Senators are typically vulnerable. 
But, it does happen. In just the last two election cycles, there has been 
a fifteen vote swing in the Senate. Starting in the 2006 election cycle, 
Republicans held a fifty-five to forty-five vote margin (+10). By the end 
of the 2008 cycle (or four years), Democrats held a sixty vote to forty 
vote margin (-20). Republicans lost fifteen seats in just four years. 

 Now, in 2010, thirty-six states (including Georgia) will elect a U. S. 
Senator (the typical class of one third (33) plus three vacancies result-
ing from resignations). There are eleven (11) open seats from retire-
ments. Eighteen Republicans and eighteen Democrats are at play. 
  
To gain a majority, Republicans would have to defend all (100%) of 
their seats (including five open seats from retirements) and win sixty 
percent (60%) or eleven of the eighteen seats currently held by De-
mocrats. Hence, the skepticism regarding the ability of Republicans to 
gain a majority. 
  
But this is a weird election cycle. Already, Democrats lost an unex-
pected race in Massachusetts with the election of Republican Scott 
Brown. Then came the unexpected retirements of Democratic Senators 
Byron Dorgan from North Dakota and Chris Dodd from Connecticut. 
Incredibly, Republicans can now actually name the Senate seats nec-
essary for a majority. 
  
Many are well within reach - Delaware (Vice President Joe Biden's 
vacated seat); Nevada (Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid's seat); 
Illinois (President Barack Obama's seat); Pennsylvania (party switcher 
Arlen Specter's seat); Arkansas (Blanche Lincoln's seat); and Colorado 
(Michael Bennet's seat). But to gain a majority, Republicans would 
have to do more.  
  
And so, on November 2, 2010, all eyes will inevitably turn to California 
(Barbara Boxer) and Wisconsin (Russ Feingold). If they fall, then it will 
indeed be a long night for Democrats and more change will come to 
Washington, D.C.  
 
Who Am I? 
Randy Evans is a frequent political columnist  and speaker who works 
with the law firm of McKenna, Long & Aldridge in Atlanta. 

 
To compel a man to subsidize with his taxes the propagation of ideas  

which he disbelieves and abhors is sinful and tyrannical.  Thomas Jefferson 

GOP Control of  Senate Possible 
By: Randy Evans 
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The Obama administration has managed to motivate a great number of 
new people into political activism due to profound fear of what his policies 
will do to our country and future generations of people.  Many of the activ-
ist have been frustrated by elected Republican officials who have drifted 
astray from the core principles that define us as a party. 
 
As long time activists in the GOP, we share in their frustration; perhaps to 
an even greater degree because of all the personal time and resources 
we have invested in these officials.  We send them to Washington and to 
Atlanta to represent our values.  When they don’t govern like they cam-
paigned, we demand they change their ways or rest assured, they will 
face opposition in the primary election. 
 
Consequently we must embrace the new activists - the Tea Party Patri-
ots, the September 12th group and others by expressing great apprecia-
tion for their involvement.  But we must convince the activists the best 
way to impact change is to combine forces with long time Republican 
activists and work within the structure of the Republican Party.  Other-
wise, conservatives will be divided in such a way the vote will become 
fractured and divided, thus ensuring liberal triumphs at the ballot box.  
The greatest past example of such an outcome was the candidacy of 
Ross Perot.  His supporters did not elect the Texan but they were partially 
responsible for eight years of Bill Clinton. 
 
Once we identify the new wave of activists, how do we channel them into 
the Republican Party? 
 
1. Invite them to regular monthly meetings.  Leaders in the local party 

should personally invite them to attend, preferably with a telephone 
call. 

2. Acknowledge them at the local meeting when they attend.  In fact 
invite some of them who attended the recent Tea Party rallies in 
Washington or Atlanta to share their experiences with members. 

3. Identify the voting precinct in which the person resides and encour-
age them to become a precinct chairman, thus combining their en-
thusiasm and commitment with an official title.  In turn, they will 
hopefully recruit friends and neighbors into the Republican Party. 

4. Build a strong electronic network of activists by working with the new 
people through comparing and collating contact lists, especially e-
mail addresses. 

5. Identify people from the new pool of GOP members who will volun-
teer to attend local government meeting such as city council, county 
commission, and school board meetings on behalf of the party.  
Each month the person would present a report at the regular Repub-
lican meeting summarizing what s/he witnessed.  Additionally, the 
person could advise the county Republican Party leadership on is-
sues that might require their attention and action. 

6. New members usually make for great campaign volunteers because 
of their enthusiasm and unique, fresh perspective.  All campaign 
organizations, especially local candidate, are desperate for volun-
teers. 

7. The new activists should be encouraged to write letters to the local 
editorial pages of the newspapers.  Readers tend to look with a 
jaded eye at letters if the same small group of people writes the let-
ter. 

 
The new pool of activists are an inspiration because of their patriotic fer-
vor, concern for future generations, and their practical “down to earth” 
position on issues that the average person identifies with: 
• Eliminating government waste 
• Decreasing deficit spending 
• Stricter implementation of immigration laws and policies 
• Lowering the tax burden on families 
• Putting a halt to encroaching government regulation into our profes-

sional and personal lives. 
 
The long election season is pivotal.  The long term outcome of the above 
enumerated issues might well hang in the balance.  Consequently, we 
should feel rejuvenated and optimistic because of the tide of citizens who 
are becoming engaged in the political process. 
 
 

 

Recruit New Activists into the Republican Party. 
By Clint Smith 

Chairman of the Dawson County Republican Party 

Who Am I? 
Clint Smith is Chairman of the Dawson 
County Party and a former member of the 
Georgia House of Representatives.  While in 
the House Smith chaired the House Republi-
can Social Services Task Force, the House 
Republican Water Management Task Force 
and was Deputy Whip in the House Republi-
can Caucus.  Smith is a regular columnist for 
VOICES, the GFRW Magazine. 

 

There is no point dwelling on all the foolish mistakes we have made in our lives.  
 For one thing, it can be very time-consuming. 

Thomas Sowell 
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Darren Fink was one of  many volunteers from the 
United States who went to help in Haiti after the 
devastating earthquakes.  The following excerpts 
from his diary reflect his dedication to helping oth-
ers as well as his potential as one of tomorrow’s 
leaders.  We are indebted to Darren for sharing his 
observations. 
 
 
2/22/10 First Full Day  
 
Television does little to capture the essence of this 
place...there is so much to share.  Bottom line - this 
place needed a world praying for it before the 
earthquake and now it needs nothing short of an 
act of God.  Without the UN presence I can't imag-
ine what this place would've been like after the 
quake. 
 
The desperation everywhere is emotionally draining 
for me to witness on such a massive scale.  I spent 
most of the day visiting orphanages and treating 
the adorable kids with minor first aid...they sing for 
us when we get there, and while we're there they 
cling to us for love and attention. Our emotions are 
split between heartwarming love and heartbreaking 
anguish.  The pictures are worth a thousand words. 
P.S. You know you're not in Kansas anymore when 
the hotel you're staying in has two men with shot 
guns guarding the entrance....gives new meaning 
to "heightened security." 
 
2/23/10  
 
I'm struggling for words to describe the hopeless-
ness these people feel. There simply isn't enough 
money, infrastructure, or doctors to accommodate 
their needs. I saw everything from broken bones to 
three pound premature babies laying in the ICU, 
wound management/infections being treated, to a 
barrage of people likely suffering from Tuberculo-
sis. 
 
One surgeon was operating on a gunshot wound to 
the head of a guy who was attacked while riding his 
scooter....the American Doctor from D.C. appar-
ently did a wonderful job on him, minus the scar to 
the forehead and eyelid he'll be okay.  I can't imag-
ine what these people would be doing without the 
outside help, and it simply isn't enough. This place 
needs Doctors by the hundreds.  Nurses are com-
ing but there were only four doctors at St. Marc 
Hospital to service hundreds of desperate people. 
They need a continual flow of medical supplies that 
any emergency room back home would have, as 
well as surgical accoutrements of all kinds.  

 
No one has anywhere to go during the day and 
they sit by ‘a’ candle at night.   They bathe in trash 
infested water surrounded by garbage munching 
pigs...it's surreal to watch.( FYI pigs will eat any-
thing.)   The air is constantly smoky because peo-
ple everywhere burn trash all day. The roads are 
abysmal to begin with, and the earthquake has 
produced cracks everywhere.  To be honest 
though, this is something everyone should see, you 
simply couldn't possibly look at life the same after-
wards - because YOU have hope.  

 
2/24/10  
7am before day starts  
At our hotel displaced Haitians sleep in the con-
crete/stone courtyard on blankets. James is a man 
who leads them every morning and evening in 
prayer and worship. He's such an inspiration to 
listen to even though I don't understand a word he's 
saying. The Haitians, many of them on their knees 
on the concrete, are singing and crying out to God 
for hope and provision. I've joined them at night and 
that is the window where one can see God's pres-
ence in the country.  If you heard them sing it would 
bring you to tears, it truly is amazing how worship 
transcends all languages.  I don't need a Creole 
Dictionary to figure out what people mean when 
they are shouting "Mer-ci Je-zu" (spelled phoneti-
cally) . They declare this over and over at the end 
of their night.  I visited with James twice (he knows 
very little English so it's a challenge), but he just 
radiates joy, hope and confidence.  
 
8pm 
Today we met with a pastor of an orphanage in 
Leogone which was closest to the epicenter of 
earthquake. He showed pictures of the orphanage 
before the quake, two stories were flattened like a 
pancake. The city of Leogane is like a post-
apocalyptic movie with people sitting by rubble and 
condemned buildings with fires burning to provide 
light in the evening. Their faces are like those of 

zombies staring at us as 
we drive by. Everyone is 
thirsty, hungry, and des-
perate for something to 
be happy about. Because 
we are in a van full of white people (FYI there are 
few if any white people in Haiti) many think we are 
there to pass out money or something of a hopeful 
nature.  Their hope quickly fades as we smile and 
humbly wave and pass by.  
 
Most of the day was spent building shelves and 
storage space for the housing room of another 
orphanage. The kids are fascinated and want to 
play with us the whole to time - they ask "what is 
your name?" at least 10 times a piece because it's 
the only phrase they know and they're so eager to 
communicate.  Now for the tough part - there are a 
couple children with swollen tummies, swollen (like 
pregnant women) - their tummies are filled with 
parasites. They're usually not more the two or three 
years old; and as cute as they are - they're simply 
miserable. This condition unfortunately is fatal 
unless treated; and the sad part is the condition 
would be easily treatable in America.  We see such 
injustices all day long.  [Update: we are sending 
parasite medication down with the next team leav-
ing in one week.] What's equally as tough is looking 
at these diseased children knowing they have no 
light at the end of the tunnel, no hope of a future 
that will get them out of this dust bowl of despera-
tion and nothingness.  

On a positive note it was gratifying to see those we 
treated on Monday are already getting better. We 
also get to see them have fun when we play with 
them.  Creativity is a must as there are no toys. 
Swinging them around is like Six Flags over Haiti 
and playing "slap jacks" (the game where you put 
your hands over each other and try to slap the 
other person's before they move) is the ultimate 
game that sparks the giggles.  
 

A Diary from Haiti   
By Darren Fink 

Guest Columnist   
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I can only journal what reality provides.  The angels of 
this place are the men and women of faith who know 
it's their job to get momentum going . . . and it starts 
now.  I can see the call that's been given to them and 
they are the ones you and I should be praying for - God 
needs generals down here not someone expecting the 
UN to pass them a handout.  
 
 
Speaking of the UN, a vast array of countries are 
represented in the relief efforts in Haiti. From Europe 
to South America you see the patches on the arms 
of workers and realize it's not just America and Haiti. 
The question is - why are they here? Not that this is 
their sole capacity [just being a representative] but I 
only see them driving around staring at everyone - 
probably thinking "glad this ain't my country." 
 
2/25/10  
 
Today I had plenty of time to reflect on what God's 
been teaching me since I got here. The big word 
that has stuck with me is - purpose.   Most Haitians 
appear to be void of any purpose or meaning in their 
lives. I remember watching the news after the 
quake, and hearing the story of a local pastor saying 
"if you are alive it means God has a purpose for your 
life." I was reminded of that message today because 
I've been preoccupied wanting to know what it is 
God wants for these people. On the outside it's a 
struggle not to conclude that God has turned his 
back on this country, that's what it truly feels like. 
However, today I was reminded of the fact that this 
is not our home, it is a temporary period of time that 
will echo permanently in eternity. For every Haitian, 
this too shall pass....but that's easy for me to say 
isn't it?  
 
There is a 22 year old Haitian boy who recently 
spent a lot of time with our group - he and his family 
sleep on our parking lot. His university collapsed in 
the quake and since then he's wandered throughout 
the day looking for something to do. I began talking 
to him about his purpose tonight, and he immedi-
ately got emotional.  It was clearly a deep point of 
anguish for him. I told him today his purpose was 
two things:  1) to commit his life to being trans-
formed to the likeness of Jesus Christ and  2) to be 
a leader of his fellow countrymen who will  rebuild 
his nation from the ground up. I told him “You can't 
wait for someone else to do it - your generation has 
the opportunity to change the trajectory of a curse 
stricken nation.”   I could tell he liked the sound of 
this, and I was a blessed to be able to share what I 
felt were words God wanted me to share.  
 
The purpose of every Haitian now is to find what role 
God has given them in rebuilding their country. The 
current regime charges people unaffordable fee's for 

debris cleanup (that's why nothing gets cleaned up), 
as well as taxing them on relief aid! This country 
needs leaders they can trust and look up to.  As 
totally insensitive as it sounds, it's very possible  this 
earthquake has been a vehicle of bestowing a call 
on every Haitian. Clearly it's a worldwide calling too. 
This country will never rise from the ashes without 
the aid of motivated outsiders. I'm not trying to solve 
Haiti's problem in one email, but you can't help but 
try and piece together a partial solution while you're 
here.  
 
LAST ENTRY2/26-27/10:  
 
Paul and I spent all Friday either building shelves or 
treating orphans’ chronic wound issues. The chil-
dren were absolutely precious as they sat waiting to 
be treated (see photos). They were fascinated by 
my Caucasian features as they petted my skin and 
stared at my face.  As I worked on them throughout 
the day I saw everything from puss filled wounds to 
one boy with gashes on his head that were filled 
with flea-like bugs as I treated the wounds.  As I 
finished with each child I prayed with them – putting 
my hand on their tiny little chests, feeling their hearts 
beat. Each child was so difficult to pray for as all I 
wanted to do was lift up each one to God and cry 
“Lord please bless this life!! Are you watching 
Lord?” (I say this because it’s hard to feel Him in a 
place where injustice is so pervasive.) There was 
one little boy who stood next to me after I was done 
treating and praying for him, and unlike the others 
he couldn’t make himself walk away. He stood there 
looking down and then up at me with a saddened 
innocent face that said “please let me stay here with 
you, I don’t get to feel this way, just stay and love 
me.” (That was a hard sentence to write.) All I could 
do is comfort him in English.  (Today I regret not 
hugging him harder.) 
 
2/28/10----3/8/10 Back from Haiti  
 
Saturday we returned home and I was filled with 
mixed emotions. I looked forward to the hope I now 
value in America, but I felt burdened by the injustice 
of how easily I could escape this place - Haiti. Our 
new friends were left to fend for themselves while I 
sipped apple juice flying home. It wasn’t until we left 
I understood how much our presence fed their hope, 
purpose, and momentum. Even though consciously 
they knew we’d be coming back, I can only imagine  
they experienced fear of being forgotten or aban-
doned.  
 
(Reflection)  
 
The question I’m now preoccupied with is: As a 
nation with plenty of resources and God-given pros-

perity, where do we go from here? How do we look 
at a nation like Haiti and know where to start? In 
every direction there is poverty, starvation, dehydra-
tion, and pollution. Since I’ve returned I’ve reflected 
daily on how this could ever change.  
 
Interestingly enough I now believe in the long run 
this tragic earthquake could do more to bring re-
demption to Haiti than had it never of happened. 
This disaster has taken the spirit of a country 
(content with filth, corruption, and depravity) and 
blanketed it with utter desperation. All of the distrac-
tions used to placate each day are gone and their 
reality is simply - “What now?” “Where is my shelter, 
food, and water today?” Through this “national bro-
kenness” I believe the Gospel is now primed to be 
received with purity and free from distraction. 
As it stands, the status quo has been upended in 

Haiti and the people are searching for hope and 
answers. I see a confluence of missionaries will 
flood in from around the world to rebuild orphan-
ages, set up healthcare, and develop church com-
munities. Outside support will be pivotal because as 
it stands there’s simply nothing for them to start with 
– it’s up to us to share our time and our treasure. 
After a week with some of the real heroes of Haiti   
I’m convinced they have what it takes to lead a 
nation from beneath the rubble and spiritual oppres-
sion.  
 
 
Who Am I? 
Darren Fink is currently working toward a Mas-
ters Degree in Divinity at the Reformed Theo-
logical Seminary.  For the past eight years he 
has worked with Progressive Medical Centers 
in Atlanta as a Naturopath Consultant.  Darren 
has spoken to numerous corporations and 
institutions on an array of topics surrounding 
Wellness, both emotional and physical.  

 

Diary from Haiti - Continued 

 It is my belief that there are “absolutes” in our Bill of rights, and that they were put there on purpose by men who knew what the words meant 
and meant their prohibitions to be “absolute.”  Justice Hugo L. Black 
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When considering the issues threatening the preservation of 
our American heritage, I think it is necessary to first define that heri-
tage. 

 
America has long been a nation of many peoples.  The val-

ues of our founding fathers enabled this country to accept and wel-
come groups of people from all ethnicities, cultures, and race.  This 
spirit of tolerance and unity, combined with values  made it possible, 
and the record of its effect on this nation’s history is our American heri-
tage. 

 
Keeping this in mind, I find it difficult to identify a single threat 

that could shake our heritage or its preservation.  However, considering 
the “preservation” of our heritage is defined as the passing on of our 
values and history to the next generation, it seems the biggest threat to 
that preservation is the attitude shared by so many of America’s youth. 

 
The prevalent mindset, one of irresponsibility, procrastina-

tion, and of sliding by on the bare-minimum runs contrary to the Ameri-
can spirit and tradition of independence, excellence, and pride.  This 
attitude is dangerous not in any grand, explosive way, but dangerous 
nonetheless.   This Nation faces an age where it no longer leads by 
leaps and bounds.  This generation cannot simply survive on the tri-
umphs and struggles of the last, but must fight and labor to maintain 
this country’s status as not only a world leader,  but the world leader in 
economics, culture, military, and all areas. 

 
If the United States of America is to maintain its heritage and 

spirit of excellence in the current age, we must instill in all citizens, 
youth or otherwise, the sense of pride and patriotism which has made 
this country great.  We need inventors, scientists and entrepreneurs.  
We need artists, poets and musicians.  Only when the youth of Amer-
ica strive to excel will our heritage be preserved.  For that is our heri-
tage, the drive and spirit to become something better than we are, the 
passion of an entire nation to be the best.  

 
More importantly is the ability to offer the opportunity to every 

single American citizen a chance to be the best.  We as Americans are 
rooted in a heritage of struggle, and a history of tolerance.  We must 
work together if we hope to maintain the heritage of our past, and guar-
antee that heritage and sense of purpose for generations to come.  The 
revolutionary axiom still rings true today, “Together we stand, divided 
we fall.”  The citizens of today owe this great nation, and if this country 
is to remain great, those citizens must work together to preserve its 
heritage and maintain its ideals. 

Daughters of the American Revolution Essay 

The Preservation of Our 
American Heritage   

By Garrett Stevens 

 

Who Am I? 
Garrett Stevens is a graduating high school 
Senior from Desoto County, Florida, and is 
accepted at the Ringling College of Art and 
Design. He grew up with two sisters, two broth-
ers, and loving parents. He thinks it is important 
for young people to maintain a vested interest 
and participation in the nation that will one day 
both depend on them for direction, and provide 
them with the security and freedom to live their 
lives. 

 February 23, 2010 
GFRW members gathered at the 

Georgia Capitol for Red Coat Day.  
They then went to the Governor’s 

Mansion in Buckhead.   

2010  Red Coat Day 
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By Melinda Mock 
Feature Editor of VOICES 

The 2010 cam-
paign season has 
been underway for 
some time, cam-
paigning seems to 

get earlier and earlier every election! In addition 
to health care, the economy is a major cam-
paign issue and with that comes the discussion 
of taxes. With April 15 rapidly approaching a 
little history lesson of the income tax is apropos. 
So let us begin… 
 
1861   
• 3% on income above $800 
• 5% on income of individuals living outside U.S. 
• Tax act never put in force 
 
1862  
• 3% on income above $600 
• 5% on income above $10,000 
• Rent or rental value of home could not be de-

ducted from income to determine tax liability 
• Compliance not high 
• Established the Office of Commissioner of Inter-

nal Revenue giving power to assess, levy and 
collect taxes; right to enforce tax laws through 
seizure of property and income and through 
prosecution 

 
1864  
• 5% on income between $600 and $5,000 
• 7.5% on income between $5,001 and $10,000 
• 10% on income above $10,000 
• Rent deduction limited to $200 
• Deduction for repairs allowed 
• Passed to raise additional revenue for the Civil 

War 
• Supreme Court unanimously supported the tax 
 
1868  
• Congress focused on taxation of tobacco and 

distilled spirits 
 
1870 – 1872 
• 2.5% flate rate 
• Exemption raised to $2,000 
1872 
• Income tax eliminated by Congress 
• Implemented tariff restrictions for revenue 
 

1895 
• U.S. Supreme Court ruled the income tax was 

unconstitutional as it was not apportioned 
among the states in conformity with the Consti-
tution 

 
1913 
• States ratified the 16th Amendment to the Con-

stitution authorizing Congress to tax personal 
and corporate income 

 
1943 
• Withholding tax on wages was introduced 
 
1986 
• Tax Reform Act of 1986 signed into law by 

President Reagan 
• Individual tax rate lowered from 50% to 28% 
• Tax preferences eliminated to make up most of 

revenue 
• Increase in business taxation with correspond-

ing decrease in individual taxation over a five 
year period in attempt to remain budget neutral 

 
1990 
• Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1990 although 

there were substantive provisions, small com-
pared to the 1986 its emphasis was on in-
creased taxes on the wealthy 

 
1993 
• Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1993 purpose 

was to reduce the federal deficit. 
 
1997 
• Tax Act cut taxes by $152 billion 
• Included a cut in capital-gains tax for individuals 
• $500 per child tax credit 
• Tax incentives for education 
 
2001 
• Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation 

Act of 2001 provided a series of tax cuts making  
 it the third largest tax cut since World 
 War II.   
• 10% for the first several thousand dollars 

earned 
• Established a slow schedule of incremental tax 

cuts which would eventually double the child tax 
credit from $500 to $1,000 

• Adjusted brackets for middle income couples 
owed the same tax as comparable singles 

• Cut the top four tax rates (28% to 25%; 31% to 
28%, 36% to 33%; 39.6% to 35%) 

 
2003 
• Jobs and Growth Tax Relief and Reconciliation 

Act of 2003  
• Accelerated the tax rate cuts enacted in 2001 
• Temporarily reduced the tax rate on capital 

gains and dividends to 15% 
 
2004 
• U.S. forced to eliminate a corporate tax provi-

sion ruled illegal by the World Trade Organiza-
tion. 

• Congress passed various tax breaks which 
included an option to deduct the payment of 
whichever state taxes were higher, sales or 
income taxes 

 
2005 & 2006 
• Tax bills extended through 2010 
• Favorable rates on capital gains and dividends 

enacted in 2003 
• Raised the exemption levels for the Alternative 

Minimum Tax 
• Enacted new tax incentive designed to encour-

age individuals to save more for retirement 
 
You have completed the lesson and as a result 
of the pop quiz you have earned an B+. For 
extra credit to change that B+ to an A go to 
www.onlinetaxrevolt.com and sign up. 
 
Sources:   
www.borowatch.com/federal-income-tax.html 
 www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0005921.html 

 
 

 

A History Lesson:  The Income Tax 

Melinda Mock is President of 
Healthcare Cost Consultants 
where she serves as an Ortho-
paedic Nurse Consultant hold-
ing certifications in orthopaedic 
nursing and life care planning. 
She is a member of the Chatta-
hoochee Republican Women. 
Melinda is Features and Copy 
Editor as well as a regular 
columnist for VOICES, the 
GFRW Magazine. 

 
Who Am I? 
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GFRW Constitution Day and Liberty Day  
By Millie Rogers   
Immediate Past President of GFRW  

Who Am I? 
Millie Rogers is immediate 
past President of GFRW, a 
past president of her local 
club, and served as 2nd 
vice president of the Cobb 
County Republican Party..   
She is employed by the 
Cobb County Board of 
Commissioners  

The United States Constitution is a vital 
component of student knowledge and 
an absolute necessity in the curriculum 
for tomorrow's leaders: GFRW Supports the 
Constitution Day Project! 
  
In December 2004 Congress passed   "each 
educational institution that receives Federal 
funds for a fiscal year shall hold an educational 
program on the United States Constitution on 
September 17 of such year for the students 
served by the educational institution" Public 
Law 108-447 Sec. 111 Division J Sec. 111(b). 
This program about the United States Constitu-
tion shall be on September 17, the day the 
Constitution was signed by the Founding Fa-
thers in Philadelphia in 1787. 
  
At the 2009 Spring Board Meeting at Lake 
Lanier Islands, the GFRW Executive Commit-
tee approved helping to distribute information 
and assisting in the efforts of the Liberty Day 
Project . We distributed sample copies of 
the Liberty Day educational booklet and 24 
flash cards on the Constitution at that meet-
ing.    
  

 In 2010 at the president's meeting, held in 
conjunction with the Winter GFRW Meeting, 
we presented the Constitution Day/Liberty Day 
Project and the Teacher's Guide Packet mate-
rials  to the club presidents. 
 
Liberty Day is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion . They do not do anything political but they 
have come to us because they know Republi-
cans are HUGE supporters of the Constitution. 
Local Republican Women's Clubs can volun-
teer to participate in the effort to inform and 
educate our students through the Liberty 
Day Project.    
  
Walmart/Sam's Club are supporters of the 
Liberty Day Project and they have grants avail-
able to purchase the educational book-
lets. Other revenue resources for the pro-
ject are local banks and the local Bar Associa-
tions.   
  
The Constitution is important in our lives. 
Therefore, it is important children know about 
the Constitution and are educated on the facts. 
All youth must know about the Constitution but 
the Liberty Day Program focuses on teaching it 

to 5th graders. 
  
GFRW and NFRW are about educating, so we 
are a perfect fit for this program. Now is the 
time to bring the Constitution Day/Liberty Day 
Project to all 5th grade classrooms in Geor-
gia in 2010-2011 for Constitution Day on Sep-
tember 17th. This program is an absolute ne-
cessity in the curriculum for tomorrows leaders.  
  
Please contact Millie, GFRW, LIberty Day Pro-
ject Coordinator at 770-992-0163 or 
millierogers@bellsouth.net, if you have any 
questions or want to get involved.  
Thank you for your involvement is 
this worthwhile and important project. 
 

 

 Campaign Ideas from NFRW 

• Contact government teachers in your local high schools, 
asking to make a presentation on voting and how eligible 
students may register to vote in your county.  Content of 
the presentation must be non-partisan.  Contact your local 
county voter registration office for information and printed 
material to share with students. 

• Educate your candidates.  Identify your candidates early.  
Create a handout to distribute to each candidate includ-
ing: 

 A list of women, a TEAM, who are prepared to be 
 advisors and workers for fundraising, messaging/PR, 
 media, etc. 
 List all of the ways local club members can contribute 

 to local, state, and national candidates, while outlin-
 ing club  projects and events that will assist candi-
 dates (e.g. Registration drives, speaking opportuni-
 ties, county fair, parades).  Provide dates and contact 
 information.. 
• Create handouts for your club members to use  and oth-

ers to include candidates’ pictures and positions they are 
running for. 

• Use your club website and create links with each candi-
date’s website. 

• Host coffees for your candidate(s) with your neighbors. 
 Invite candidates to speak to your club. 
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Government Captures the Markets? 

There was a pause for questions at the end of my keynote ad-
dress in Curitiba, Brazil last week.  Curitiba is a city of 1.8 million 
people, the largest city in southern Brazil, and boasting the 4th 
largest civic GDP in the country.  Reader’s Digest rated Curitiba 
as the best place to live in Brazil and it was a wonderful place to 
teach and visit.  
 
My speech came at the beginning of a weekend conference enti-
tled "Fórum Valores e Finanças” or Forum on Values and Fi-
nance.  At its end, a gentleman struggled to find the words to 
express his concerns about the United States.  He began by not-
ing that the U.S. GDP numbers are lower than expectations.  He 
asked for my opinion about whether the U.S. economy was really 
stagnating and how long this would last.  Then he asked the 
question that stopped me in my tracks.  “Don’t you Americans 
understand how important you are to the emerging countries of 
the world – the countries that are 
struggling to bring so many of our 
people out of poverty?  Your 
strength and stability are everything 
to us.  There is no one else.  We 
rely especially on the stability and 
sustainability of your capital mar-
kets, yet everything that we see 
suggests that serious instability 
MUST follow your country’s policies 
of government spending and gov-
ernment intervention in free mar-
kets.  Do your voters know this?  
Or care?  Why is your government doing this?” 
 
How to answer a question like that?  Why is the government 
passing bills that extend public control over major industries and 
sectors of our economy?  If the answer is current policies reflect 
the progressives’ unquenchable desire for permanent power, why 
do these measures attract the support of so many companies 
and industry groups?   Is it this just President Obama and the 

Chicago-style of machine politics or is there something deeper at 
work?  Is piecemeal takeover of the private economy really oc-
curring without the consent of the governed? 
 
In 1971, George Stigler (Nobel Prize, 1982), published an article 
coining the term ‘regulatory capture.’  Using this term to include 
all kinds of government intervention, Stigler raised the same 
question as my Brazilian examiner.  Why do voters supposedly 
support government intervention into private market activity? 
 
 “The previous generation of economists ..[and]..the present gen-
eration of lawyers,”  justify these policies with the ‘public interest 
theory.’  This is the idea voters demand government intervention 
to correct failures of the market and failures of capitalism.  Mar-
kets are seen to be inefficient and inequitable and government 
intervention will be efficient, strong and fair….and costless. 

Stigler posed the ‘capture’ the-
ory.  This idea is that the gov-
ernment is actually captured by 
private business and special 
interest groups and intervenes 
in order promote in the commer-
cial realm in order to promote 
those interests.   
 
Various special interest groups, 
especially trial lawyers and the 
SEIU, ‘captured’ the presidency 
and congress.  They are now 

using their power and promise of future campaign contributions 
to pass legislation that restrains trade and drastically limits the 
power of competition.  With the signing into law of the healthcare 
bill, the Department of Education becomes the 7th largest bank in 
the U.S.  The financial services lobby spent $500 million on politi-
cal donations in 2009 alone and will write the proposed financial 
reforms in their interest. 

(Continued Page 20) 
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The Economy—Continued 

  

Web Watch  
 

 
 

With the 2010  election  
season getting ready to heat up, add  
these websites to your watch list for 
the latest campaign ideas and informa-
tion.  Save the best in your list of Fa-
vorites:   
 

 

iSquaredcommunications.com (campaign training)  
Danawalshforcongress.com  (Pelosi’s opposition)  
lindaherren.net (national GOP news) 
Defeatnancypelosi.com  (Pelosi’s opposition)  

MRC.org  (Media bias research)    
NewsBusters.org  (blog exposing bias) 
CNSNews.com  (news liberal media doesn’t report)  
OnlineTaxRevolt.com (Herman Caines tax revolt) 

 The Cost of Illegal Immigration.  The cost of providing social, medical, law enforcement and educational services to illegal 
aliens from every level of government is estimated at an astounding $53 billion per year!   - Judicial Watch, www.judicialwatch.org 

The theory of government capture de-
scribes a government captured by private 
special interests not a private enterprise  
economy being captured by the govern-
ment. Or as the comic strip character 
Pogo put it in 1970, "We have met the 
enemy and he is us".  
 
Government capture is the buying of 
power by one group of private citizens in 
order to increase their profits at the ex-
pense of the rest.  In 1776, Adam Smith 
wrote that this dynamic is driven by hu-
man nature.  "People of the same trade 
seldom meet together, even for merriment 
and diversion, but the conversation ends 
in a conspiracy against the public or in 
some contrivance to raise prices." 
 
Interest groups and lobbyists will always 
press for legislation that protects their 
interests, redistributes income, and dis-
courages change and new technology.  
That always means lower economic 
growth.  But, as President Reagan knew, 
market forces are powerful.  Market forces 
distribute income and wealth to the most 

productive, drives firms and industries to 
competitive levels of prices and profits, 
and handsomely rewards useful new tech-
nologies. 
 
For my part, I’m out promoting the bene-
fits of free markets.  I am busy explaining  
the ‘invisible hand’ of the market gives us 
prosperity and efficiency – not govern-
ment controlled enterprise.   All those 
young voters need to be reminded or 
taught profits are good and free enter-
prise, not government, will be the source 
of their future. 
 

Who am I? 

VOICES columnist 
Christine P. Ries is 
Professor of Eco-
nomics at Georgia 
Tech.  She is a 
specialist in inter-
national financial 
economics, corpo-
rate financial man-
agement, and or-
ganizational eco-
nomics and gov-
ernance.  She has 
served as consultant and advisor to many 
U.S. and foreign corporations.   

 
Winter Board Meeting 

Raffle 

Selling tickets 

Winning the raffle! 
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District Directors 
Of the 

Georgia Federation of 
Republican Women 

1st District Anne Mueller 
  Chatham County 
2nd District Vacant 
3rd District Debby Dickerson 
  Fayette County 
4th District Sarah Looper 
  DeKalb County 
5th District Betty Voyles 
  Fulton County 
6th District Laurie Padgett 
  Fulton County 

7th District Unknown 
8th District Varie Rustin  
  Houston County 
9th District Reva Jennings 
  Forsyth County 
10th District Jean Blackstone 
  Oconee County 
11th District Inger Eberhart 
  Cobb County 
13th District Sahar Hekmati 
  Henry County 

Varie Rustin, 8th District 
We are pleased to introduce you to Varie 
Rustin who joins the GFRW team as a District 
Director for 2010-2011. Varie received her BBA 
from Georgia College and State University and 
a General Banking degree from the American 
Institute of Banking. Professionally she has had 
a variety of experiences and responsibilities 
among which are as a small business owner, a 
technical college instructor, secretary for a 
county health board and bank internal auditor. 
 
Varie’s volunteer efforts have included Presi-
dent of the Houston County Arts Alliance, Presi-
dent of the Fine Arts Society of Middle Georgia, 
Ocmulgee River Corridor project, Officer’s 
Spouse Club, Middle Georgia Grotto, to name a 
few.  She has served in a leadership capacity 
with the American Association of University 
Women (AAUW) for over twenty years and 
currently serves as Georgia AAUW Public Pol-
icy Co-chair. She is proud to say she passion-
ately “delivers the positive Republican influence 
at AAUW state and national levels” successfully 
convincing a turn to conservative positions on 
several issues. As AAUW has become more 
liberal she says she has “become more deliber-
ate in her search for other conservative 
women.”  Varie has been named “Community 
Leader” by the Warner Robins Area Chamber 
of Commerce and has received many AAUW 
and academic awards. As a result of her ac-
complishments she has been listed in Who’s 
Who of America since 2002 and Who’s Who of 
American Women since 2005.  

The Republican cause is definitely a passion for 
her. She is active in her county and district 
parties serving on various committees, recently 
as a forum panelist and as a volunteer on sev-
eral campaigns. Varie is serving as a member 
of the NFRW Membership Committee. Her goal 
as District Director is to revitalize the 8th District 
Republican Women. With her background, 
experiences and passion there is no doubt she 
will be an asset to the GFRW Team! Welcome 
Varie! 
 
Happy Stories From District 8 
How clubs were formed in District 8 must begin 
with Dee Reed, a blessing beyond description 
who brought sunlight to my passion for women 
working together for Republican values in my 
area. The GFRW board vote to make me Dis-
trict 8 Director conveyed the needed support. 
 
I found and met with the most wonderful group 
of  Republican men and women friends. They 
met through campaigning and after the cam-
paign continued to meet weekly for breakfast at 
the Cracker Barrel. I found many enthusiastic 
supporters there including Aaron Hufsteller, 
Chairman of the Houston County GOP. I pre-
pared the first flyer and invited those interested 
to attend a first meeting for a GFRW club one 
week later.  Aaron emailed the flyer to the GOP 
members. Accomplished individuals noticed, 
came and volunteered for office: Vivian Childs, 
President; Gloria Alday, Vice President; Nancy 
Newell, Secretary; Marie Woolford, Treasurer. I 

became the 
state liaison 
for the Mid-
dle Georgia 
Republican 
Women’s 
Club.  
 
The Dodge County Republican Women was 
another happy story. This shining star club was 
started by a woman at a Dodge County GOP 
meeting whose heart still flooded her eyes with 
any mention of her recently deceased husband. 
She said she introduced herself to me because 
of my enthusiasm. I quickly became awestruck 
by Barbara Deen’s brave persevering attitude 
and history. The intimidation of starting a Re-
publican women’s group in a very Democrat 
county did not faze her. The first meeting in-
cluded only one more woman who did not com-
mit or stay; but when others saw that Barbara 
did not stop, more than needed came to the 
following meeting where I was their first 
speaker. At that meeting more than enough 
paid their dues and they are ready for action. 
 
There are many superb Republican women 
here in District 8. I am working to get more 
clubs chartered and I cannot wait for all of you 
GFRW friends to meet and encourage these 
leaders. 
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By J.D. Van Brink 
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Introduction – The third book 
in the Economics 101 series is 
The End of Prosperity, by Ar-
thur B. Laffer, Ph.D., Stephen 
Moore, and Peter J. Tanous.  
Dr. Laffer has worked as an 
economist for almost 40 years, 
and is famous for the Laffer 
Curve, which is discussed in 
more detail later in this review.  
Dr. Laffer was one of the 
economists who gave an inter-
view for the authors of 
I.O.U.S.A.: One Nation. Under 
Stress. In Debt., which was the 

first book reviewed in the Economics 101 series. (To read 
the I.O.U.S.A. book review, go to www.gfrw.org=>GFRW 
Voices=> Archives=>Summer 2009, Vol. 4, Number 
2=>page 23.)   

Moore (left) is a member of 
The Wall Street Journal edito-
rial board, and may be seen 
most weeknights on Greta Van 
Susteren’s “On The Record” 
show on Fox News.  I had the 
privilege of meeting Mr. Moore 
late last year at a Heritage 
Foundation event, where he 
was the featured speaker.  
Tanous is president and CEO 
of Lynx Investment Advisory 
LLC, and an author of several 
books on finance and invest-
ing. 

Regarding the book’s title, the authors make it clear they 
are not making a prediction of an inevitable outcome, nor 
are they hoping for the end of prosperity.  In fact, they state 
they are not among those who “predict with glee America’s 
downfall as some kind of punishment for our alleged past 
environmental crimes, racism, financial mismanagement, 
greed, over consumption, imperialism, or whatever the lat-
est chic attack on the United States is.”  Well said. 

History – The book relates what has worked, and what has 
not, in American economic history since the early 1900s, 
and puts forward several ideas for bringing about a return to 
prosperity.  While obviously not intended to be a detailed 

scholarly work on American economic history, the book 
does give a thorough overview of key American economic 
events in the twentieth century, beginning with the 1913 
passage of the 16th Amendment, which authorized the sec-
ond income tax in American history.  During the Civil War, 
Lincoln’s Treasury Secretary, Salmon P. Chase, had cham-
pioned the first income tax to pay for the war. Chase was a 
founder of the Republican Party, and is a fascinating histori-
cal figure.  For those of you who appreciate trivia, Chase is 
one of only three people on U.S. paper currency who were 
not U.S. presidents (Benjamin Franklin and Alexander Ham-
ilton are the other two).  Also, he was Chief Justice when 
the Supreme Court later ruled the first income tax to be un-
constitutional.  Chase not only failed to recuse himself, he 
actually wrote a dissenting opinion (look up ‘chutzpah’ in the 
dictionary). 

 
Laffer Curve – Now, more on the 
Laffer Curve, which is a graphical 
representation of a theory which 
shows the relationship between 
tax rates and tax revenues. 

The Laffer (right) theory may also 
be called supply-side economics, 
and touts six principles: 

• When you tax something, you 
get less of it, and when you 
tax something less, you get 
more of it. 

• The best tax system helps 
make poor people rich, not rich people poor. 

• The higher the tax rate, the more damage to the econ-
omy and the greater the economic gain from reducing 
the tax rate. 

• If tax rates get too high, they may lead to a reduction in 
tax receipts – as demonstrated by the Laffer Curve. 

• An efficient tax system has a broad tax base and a low 
tax rate. 

• People, businesses, and capital move from high-tax to 
low-tax areas. 

Chutzpah – Utter nerve; effrontery. 
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Laffer claims the relationship between tax rates and reve-
nues, instead of being a straight line, is actually an inverted-
U. 

While it is obvi-
ous a tax rate of 
zero will return 
zero tax reve-
nues, I person-
ally do not think 
one needs to 
have a Ph.D. in 
economics to 
know tax reve-
nues will also be, 
or approach, 
zero if the tax 
rate is 100%. 

Why would any-
one pay all their income in taxes?  They would either not earn 
income, or would find creative ways to not report it.  The real 
question is:  Which side of the curve are we on?  If we are on 
the right side of the curve, we can actually increase tax reve-
nues by decreasing tax rates (the flip side of principle #4 
above).  The authors give examples during four presidencies 
since 1913 where this actually occurred – Harding-Coolidge, 
Kennedy, Reagan, and Bush 43. 

 
The Four Stooges – The authors also use Presidents Lyn-
don Johnson, Nixon, Ford, and Carter (collectively nicknamed 
‘The Four Stooges’) to illustrate how not following supply-side 
economics lead to both a damaged economy and society.  
The accumulative effects of the Vietnam War, the Great Soci-
ety social welfare state (including Medicare and Medicaid), 
higher income taxes (including the Alternative Minimum Tax), 
increased Federal regulation (including the Clean Air and 
Clean Water Acts), taking the country off the gold standard, 
wage and price controls, deficit spending, the 1974 Budget 
Act, the windfall profits tax, and restrictions on energy explo-
ration and consumption lead to ‘stagflation’, a condition of 
both high unemployment and high inflation. 

The authors give credit to Ronald Reagan for following sup-
ply-side economics, and explain the reason the American 
economy did not improve until 1983 was because the tax rate 
cuts, initially passed in 1981, were not fully implemented until 
1983.  The “crown jewel” of “Reaganomics” came in 1986 
when the Broadhead Amendment to the 1981 Kemp-Roth tax 
bill went into effect, reducing the highest personal income tax 
rate to 28%.  The 1990 budget deal raised taxes, agreed to by 

George H.W. Bush, not only was a broken campaign promise 
(“Read my lips, no new taxes.”), it lead to the first recession in 
eight years and lower tax revenues (principle #4, again). 

It is noteworthy Dr. Laffer voted for Bill Clinton for president 
twice, and the authors give credit to Clinton who, after agree-
ing to raise the top personal income tax rate from 28% to 
39.6% in 1993, advanced supply-side economics by the end 
of his presidency through free trade policies, welfare reform, a 
capital gains tax cut, and a balanced budget.  Of course, 
much of the credit is attributed to the Republican Congresses 
during Clinton’s last six years in office. 

Of special interest to me was the chapter outlining a some-
what flat rate income tax proposal, and compares it to the Fair 
Tax proposal, which I have discussed at length in previous 
book reviews, and  is the subject of the fourth book in the 
Economics 101 series.  The Laffer flat tax proposal is com-
posed of a 12.1% tax on both business and personal income 
which would take the place of the personal tax, the corporate 
income tax, Social Security payroll taxes, the estate and gift 
taxes, and a large number of lesser taxes, and would allow 
the deduction of rent, but not home mortgage interest.  The 
authors support either a Flat Tax or the Fair Tax and, in fact, 
Laffer and Moore have worked closely with the founders of 
the Fair Tax Movement. 

Conclusion – I highly recommend this book to the layman 
who wants to learn an overview of American economic history 
since the early 1900’s.  The book flows well and is organized 
logically.  I prefer the Laffer Flat Tax proposal to the Forbes 
Flat Tax proposal because it taps a broader tax base, making 
it simpler and fair.  In the fourth installment of the Economics 
101 series, I will compare and contrast the Laffer Flat Tax and 
the Fair Tax. 

Hardcover: 352 pages / ISBN-10: 1416592385 / ISBN-13: 
9781416592389 

Who Am I?  

John David (JD) earned his MBA from 
Tennessee Technological University.  
He has worked at Olin Corporation, 
EDS, General Motors, IBM, Barclay’s 
American Bank, Duke Power, and The 
Institute for Nuclear Power Operations 
(INPO).  JD now works as a software 
developer at one of the largest credit 
card processing companies in the world, 
Total System Services (TSYS), in Ken-
nesaw, GA.  Also, JD is the Chairman of 
the Georgia Tea Party™.  He enjoys 

reading books on a variety of topics including history, politics, 
and philosophy. 

When you tax something, you get less of it, and when 
you tax something less, you get more of it. 
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Membership in an Election Year! 
By Sheila Galbreath, Chairman:  GFRW Membership Committee    

Fall  2009 VOICES Magazine 

 

 
If anything positive came out of the Presidential Elections of 2008 it is the fact “WE” have to work much 
harder to return our nation and our state governments back to the people.   
 
Yes, I know it seems like a bad dream and I know many of you have been adversely affected by the 
economy. It is easy to become complacent and say to yourself “what difference did I make anyway?”.  
Then obviously, it is time to wake up, shake off those feelings of worthlessness and get back in the 
game.  The stakes, not only for you, but for your loved ones is incomprehensible.  Some think “Take 
Back Our Country” is the slogan of the Tea Party Movement only.  Not so.  This has become the battle 
cry of conservatives throughout the country regardless of party affiliation.   
 
Technology has made every year an election year. While you may wish to embrace the times when you 
could take a break, forget it.  Those days are over.  Politics has become a 24/7, 365 day a year busi-
ness and we must be on the front lines and be prepared at all times to protect and defend the Republi-
can Principles we live by.  Conservative cable TV talk show hosts cannot do it alone.   
 
As a member of any club in the GFRW, it is your responsibility to build our ranks.  Yes, we all have a 
“Membership Chair,” however; this is not a one woman job.  Everyone in your club is a member of the 
membership committee.  Election years are an opportunity to build membership. Why?  Because the 
rallies, debates, fund raisers, etc. brings people together which makes it easier to encourage those 
women, and men who wish to become associates, to join a club that shares their commitment to the 
Republican Party and the conservative movement.  Take time to listen to what they are saying and ex-
plain to them why your club can answer their needs.   
 
As a member of the membership committee for your club you should always carry with you a member-
ship form and invite everyone you meet to your next 
meeting.  Take business cards from the people you 
meet and reach out to them.  Give them your card.  
Not in business, don’t have cards, go to any print 
shop and have some made; you don’t have to be in 
business to have cards.  Communication in any form 
is the key to success for your club.   
 
I can’t think of a better way or time than an election 
year to “Take Back Our Country” and remember  
“Yes We Can” one member at a time.   

Who Am I?  VOICES col-
umnist Sheila Galbreath  is 
Chairman of the GFRW Mem-
bership Committee.  She at-
tended Armstrong State Col-
lege in Savannah.  Sheila has 
been employed as a legal 
assistant paralegal for the past 
30 years.  She currently de-
signs and markets handcrafted 
jewelry.   

 

 

Where Tea Partiers Should Go From Here 
Tea Partiers should pledge to make five concrete commitments: 
1. Educate themselves about the key issues of health care, spending, deficits and the economy. 
2. Ascertain with certainty where their candidates for the U.S. Senate and House stand on these 

issues. 
3. Agree to register and then vote this fall for candidates they personally believe best represent 

their views on these issues. 
4. Make a manageable list of 10 to 25 people whom they would individually approach to take the 

pledge.       Karl Rove, AJC, April 1, 2010 
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 In the first installment of Lessons on 
Leadership, the four personality types were 
examined.  Hopefully the readers are more 
aware not only of their leadership style, but can 
also assess the styles of fellow volunteers, co-
workers and bosses.  As a follow up to assess-
ing personality types, let’s take a look at flexing 
one personality type to better communicate with 
another. 
 
 In all communication, the message is 
in three parts, the transmitter, the message and 
the receiver.  If personality types are different, it 
is logical to consider how one type would send 
a message possible different from what another 
personality type might send.  Likewise, the 
construction of the message and the receipt of 
that message would vary from personality type 
to personality type. 
 
 For example, a D (Driver/driven/direct 
personality) is very direct, short on details and 
to the point.  So the D’s message might be 
something like, “membership is down, let’s get 
busy.”  Clear enough?  To some yes, to others 
– that would be a resounding “NO”.  The S 
(Steadfast/steady/data driven personality) type 
doesn’t have nearly enough information to con-
tinue.  How far down is down?  How many 
members are needed to be at par?  How many 
to be within the organizational goals for this 
time period.  Please define busy…what is the 
plan? 
 
 Under the same set of circumstances, 
the I (Influencer personality)  would want to 
have a membership party, invite everyone that 
everyone knew  and see how many new mem-
bers could be gleaned from the festivities.  No 
matter what the goals are, just so everyone has 
a good time and good PR comes out of it. 
 

While the C (Compliant personality) 
quietly considers how to escape being a part of 
a membership drive.  What can be done behind 
the scenes that is in the “standing rules” of the 
organization? 

Is it possible for the D to better state 
the issue to be heard by all the personality 
types at the same time?  Yes, of course, it is 

but…..the D will have to flex style a bit.  By 
taking a few minutes (not the D’s favorite pas-
time) to gather a few facts and consider the 
options, BEFORE making a statement and 
demanding results the D will lead the entire 
team to embracing and solving the issue at 
hand.  By the way, D’s have a way of sounding 
demanding, even when it’s unintended just 
based on their natural, no non-sense communi-
cation style. 

 
“Membership is down this year by 

15%.  In order to make-up this shortfall an addi-
tional 20 paid memberships are required to 
meet goals and budget for this quarter.  A cou-
ple of options are to contact all non-renewing 
members and to hold some sort of membership 
drive.  Your ideas are needed.”  This little bit of 
information brings the analytical S on board 
with sufficient information to see the problem 
and what’s required to reach a solution.  The C 
is also on board with a spot to sit in the cozy, 
home-like cubicle sending out reminder letters 
and the I is already planning ten different 
events to generate new members. 

 
By the same token, the C has an 

equally difficult time in keeping D’s attention 
while trying to convey a very important issue.  
“After going over the membership list several 
times, there are a large number of errors in 
addresses, e-mail addresses and phone num-
bers.  The standing rules don’t really address 
whose responsibility this is, but it is becoming a 
very costly problem with a large volume of re-
turned mail and undeliverable e-mails.  This is 
an issue  needing to be addressed for a num-
ber of reasons, not the least of which is wasted 
postage.”  The direct D only needs to know  C 
has found address issues which need fixing 
and C isn’t sure who needs to fix the problem.  
The D, if still on board with the message, would 
most likely come back with a very quick re-
sponse such as “you found it, now fix it since 
you know what it is.” Not exactly the answers C 
wanted. 

 
The descriptive, love the details, set 

the stage C could condense the message for D 
by simply stating “there are data base errors 

that are becoming costly.  Whose job is it to fix 
these errors?”  A simple flex of style – walking a 
mile in someone else’s moccasins – creates a 
win-win communication for all. 

 
The task of knowing your own per-

sonality style, how you want to receive and 
process information, and how the other person-
ality types will receive and process information, 
allows re-framing messages in such a manner 
as to be correctly transmitted and received as 
intended.  A good leader delivers information 
and inspiration in a way that touches all of the 
team. 

 
The Leadership Workshop is planned 

to be offered again.  Watch for the date(s) and 
location(s). 

 
In the next issue, we will look at im-

age building. 
 
References:  
For more information about communication 
styles go to: 
http://store.teambuildinginc.com/images/
WhatsMyCommStyle3ED_SampleOutput.pdf 

 

Who am I?   

VOICES columnist Johnell 
Woody, has a degree in Busi-
ness, Real Estate Emphasis, 
from Cerritos College, CA, and 
is currently studying for an 
additional degree at Kennesaw 
State University.  She has 
worked as a real estate broker, 
manager, trainer, and consult-
ant.  She is the owner and 
director of Westwood School of Real Estate Stud-
ies and is a member of the Cobb County Republi-
can Women’s Club and the Georgia Real Estate 
Educators Association. 
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Personality of a Leader: Flexing Your Style 
Lesson on Leadership  

By Johnell Woody, VOICES Columnist 
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2010 Reagan Club 
Members of the Georgia Federation of Republican Women have 
the opportunity to become a member of the 2010 Ronald Reagan 
Club.  Memberships enable GFRW to achieve the organization’s 
goals for the Republican cause in Georgia.  Your contribution 
makes it possible for GFRW to: 
 
• Maintain the website, www.gfrw.org 
• Print educational materials 
• Post the on-line magazine . . . VOICES 
• Post the weekly E-News to your e-mail address 
• Form new clubs and support existing clubs. 
 
We welcome your contribution as a Reagan Club Member ($100) 
or as a GFRW Sustaining Member ($25).  Your local club can also 
join the Reagan Club .  Membership dues support  GFRW’s efforts 
to advance the participation of Republican Women in all areas of 
politics and to promote Republican candidates and philosophy. 
 
Members are entitled to a special pin (see the round pin above).  
Members are also recognized on the website and they enjoy VIP 
seating at GFRW Board of Directors meetings and functions.  Sus-
taining members are also recognized on the website. 

2010 Reagan Club 
 

Charlice Byrd 
Babe Atkins-Byrne 

Lynda Coker 
Columbia County Republican Women 

Wanda Duffie 
Karen Handel 
Judson Hill 
Linda Morse 

Republican Women of Henry County 
Suzi Voyles 

Maria Storllo Zack 
 

GFRW Sustaining Members 
Allie Gelineau 

Barbara Hickey 
Sarah Looper 
Varie Rustin 

Join today!  www.gfrw.org 

 
 
 
 
Check one:   ___ Reagan Club Membership $100,  
       ___ GFRW Sustaining Membership $25 
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
Club ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________________________ 
City _______________________________ State ____  ZIP __________________________ 
Telephone ______________________________ 
E-Mail Address _________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Preferences:  
__ plain text only, __ rich text color, __ PDF attachment, __ WORD Attachment. 
 
Mail this form with a check payable to GFRW to:  

Wanda Duffie 
4193 Day Road 

Martinez, GA 30907 

Georgia Federation of Republican Women  Spring 2010 VOICES Magazine 
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TECH Talk:  
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Turning the Burden of Too Many 
Choices Into Great Opportunities 
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TECH TALK - continued 

This article is reprinted from the Fall 2009 issue of  
REPUBLICAN WOMAN, NFRW magazine, pp. 18 - 19.     
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Newsletter Hints! 
Where Are My Tools? 

By Allie Gelineau 

Who Am I?  Allie Gelineau, a Command 
Watch Analyst at First Army, Fort Gillem,  has 
edited newsletters for several years and 
draws on a wide background of experience.  
She is Past President of the Republican 
Women of Henry County and 13th Congres-
sional District Chairman.  She served as 1st 
Vice Chair of the Henry County GOP.  Allie is 
a regular columnist with VOICES, the GFRW 
Magazine. 

Spring 2010 VOICES Magazine 

A newsletter is an excellent way to communicate with 
your members and inform them  on what’s important to 
your organization:  upcoming events, relevant topics, 
action alerts, photos and stories from your recent out-
ings, and just about anything. 
 
Just as you need to find your way clear to your mes-
sage, and select the right people to work on your news-
letter—see previous Newsletter Hints articles—you also 
need the right tools for the job.  Begin with the end in 
mind:  How many do you want to reach and how often?  
How much do you want to spend?  Size matters here.  
Money isn’t everything but it’s a big consideration. 
 
For an average size Republican woman’s group, you 
can “get by” distributing your  newsletter using your 
standard email browser and software you already own.  
With the do-it-yourself method, be prepared for these 
realities:  1) Your newsletter possibly arriving in a 
SPAM mailbox instead of an inbox, 2) Manually having 
to add or remove, upon request, members, and 3) 
Email may not be readable by all recipients’ browsers 
as you intend.  If you select this option, get started, ex-
periment and evaluate the results.  This option has 
worked in the past, and works within every budget.   
 
If you are writing for a large group, consider the ease 
and features found with a bulk email service.  There are 

several popular options, all of which offer newsletter 
templates including ConstantContact www.constantcon- 
tact.com) and iContact (www.icontact.com). In our elec-
tronic times, the possibilities are plentiful.  If style and 
“mailbox appeal” matter, spend some time evaluating 
what's out there.  Select an option you have seen in 
your inbox, and whose rates appeal to your budget and 
situation.  Like all Good —Better—Best products, email 
services and their newsletter options come with differ-
ent price tags.  Note the tradeoff of time for money may 
be worthwhile. 
 
If you have an active Republican woman's group, you 
definitely have something to say and an audience for 
your newsletter.  Whatever direction you go, make your 
decision and press on.  Look how much fun it is having 
VOICES! 
 

One of the few advantages to the country in having Congress over-
whelmingly in the hands of one party is that the lack of need to com-
promise lets the leaders of that party reveal themselves for what they 
are - in this case, people with unbounded arrogance and utter con-
tempt for the right of ordinary people to live their lives as they see fit, 
much less the right to know as citizens what laws are going to be 
passed by their government. The question is whether voters will re-
member on Election Day in 2010.    (Thomas Sowell, Nov. 12, 2009. “Random 
Notes on the Passing Scene.” Investor’s Business Daily. A11) 
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GFRW’s 
Web Site 

 

Please go to www.gfrw.org to 
enjoy our website.  We hope 
that the  clean, modern look 
and user-friendly design  will 

make your GFRW web  
experience a pleasure. 


