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M 
embers of Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women met Sept. 8-10 for the 2016 Fall 
Board Meeting at the Augusta Marriott Hotel 
at the Convention Center.   

 
The executive board met on Thursday afternoon, 
followed by a welcome reception for all attendees. On 
Friday, GFRW’s President Barbara Hickey met with club 
presidents in attendance and the district directors were 
invited to a talk with the vice presidents.  
 
In addition on Friday, Toria Morgan gave an excellent 
presentation for the Leadership Certificate program, 
entitled “Women Winning with EffectiveTeams.” (Thanks 
to Jeanne Billa for her input on this program.) Some 
facts Morgan shared include:  
 

 Democrats are much better at building coalitions 

and have been for 40-plus years. 

 The social value of voters has changed quite a bit. 

 More than 30% of today's voters have NO religious 

affiliation.  

 Ninety-six percent of women and 66% of Hispanics 

voted for Obama.  

 The GOP has to develop policy issues that show 

empathy for children, veterans, and teachers.  

 Women are NOT a special interest group - we are 

voters.  

 This general election in November is the last 
election that baby boomers will outnumber the 
millennials. 

 

Attendees had an opportunity to ride on a campaign bus 
to Martinez (Columbia County) to campaign for Donald 
Trump and U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson. The group gave 
out Isakson stickers to “almost everyone” in the 
restaurant the group visited.  From the restaurant, the 
group visited the Columbia County Republican Party’s 
headquarters—a log cabin! Many in the group stood by 
the four-lane highway and waved Trump signs, getting a 
lot of attention from drivers passing by. They were also 
able to purchase Trump campaign materials. Cobb 
County Republican Women’s Club member Chris 
Waldman did a fantastic job of convincing the bus driver 
to vote Republican.  [Thanks to Ullainee Stokes, a 
member of Central DeKalb Women’s Club, for her input 
on this event.] 
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Mission:  Educating and Empowering 

Women for Better Government 

President:  Barbara Hickey 
 404-276-0808 
 esatlanta@bellsouth.net 
1st Vice President:  Sara Snyder 
 770-841-8388 
 asbs10@comcast.net 
2nd Vice President:  Joyce Hinton 
 770-474-1675 
 jdhinton2003@yahoo.com 
3rd Vice President:  Cindy Theiler 
 770-509-3420  
 cindy.theiler1@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary:  Varie Rustin 
 478-397-1033 
 gfrwrustin@bellsouth.net  
Treasurer:  Billie Dendy 
 678-548-7508 
 dendybillie@comcast.net 
Asst. Treasurer:  Denise Ognio 
 404-597-3673 
 denise@futurestaffnow.com 
Immediate Past President:  Ruby Robinson 
 912-266-0466 
 rrobinson6@bellsouth.net 

FOCUS Newsletter  
 

Cindy Theiler —  FOCUS editor and 
                              associate editor, VOICES   
               Magazine 
Sherry Roedl —  VOICES Magazine editor and 
               GFRW publications committee 
               chair         
Judy True —        Layout and design editor and  
                              editor-in-chief, VOICES       
               Publications 
Bobbie Frantz — Editor of digital media   
 

This online newsletter, containing GFRW and club 
news, is published three times per year. The 
newsletter committee invites you to submit your ideas 
for topics and club news to include in upcoming 
editions.  Please send items to FOCUS editor at 
cindy.theiler1@gmail.com.  This is your publication; 

we welcome your suggestions and input. 

Disclaimer: Bylined articles represent the opinions of the 
authors and not necessarily those of GFRW, VOICES 

Publications, or that of the FOCUS Newsletter staff. 

By Barbara Hickey 

Dear ladies: 
 
With the recent passage of the 15th anniversary of  
9/11, we are reminded when Islamic terrorist attacks on four American sites changed 
our world. Every year we are reminded of the enduring strength and gratitude that we 
all share for our country, known the world over as “America.” 
 
In fifth grade, my teacher made us memorize a poem by Henry Van Dyke entitled 
America For Me. While living in Paris, this poet missed his homeland and wrote about 
how anxious he was to return home. I remember this poem to this day and taught all 
four of my children to recite it at patriotic events. I would like to share it with you and 
hope that you will share it with others. 
 
  "AMERICA FOR ME" 
 

    'Tis fine to see the Old World, and travel up and down  
    Among the famous palaces and cities of renown,  
    To admire the crumbly castles and the statues of the kings, — 
    But now I think I've had enough of antiquated things.  
 
           So it's home again, and home again, America for me!  
           My heart is turning home again, and there I long to be,  
           In the land of youth and freedom beyond the ocean bars,  
           Where the air is full of sunlight and the flag is full of stars!  
 
    Oh, London is a man's town, there's power in the air;  
    And Paris is a woman's town, with flowers in her hair;  
    And it's sweet to dream in Venice, and it's great to study Rome;  
    But when it comes to living there is no place like home.  
 
    I like the German fir-woods, in green battalions drilled;  
    I like the gardens of Versailles with flashing fountains filled;  
    But, oh, to take your hand, my dear, and ramble for a day  
    In the friendly western woodland where Nature has her way!  
 
    I know that Europe's wonderful, yet something seems to lack:  
    The Past is too much with her, and the people looking back.  
    But the glory of the Present is to make the Future free, —   
    We love our land for what she is and what she is to be.  
 
           Oh, it's home again, and home again, America for me!  
           I want a ship that's westward bound to plough the rolling sea,  
           To the bléssed Land of Room Enough beyond the ocean bars,  
           Where the air is full of sunlight and the flag is full of stars.  
 
Thanks for all you do for America. 
 



3  

 3 

 
Augusta Board Meeting 

(continued from pg. 1) 
 
At 5 p.m., we gathered in the hotel’s courtyard to meet a couple 
politicians from the Augusta area (Georgia Sen. Jesse Stone (R-12) 
and Columbia County Commissioner Trey Allen) and enjoyed a 
cocktail before boarding the boat to cruise the Savannah River. 
Thanks to Wanda Duffie (Central Savannah River Area RWC) for her 
assistance in booking the boat. Captain Jim took us on a sunset 
cruise regaling us with a little history of Augusta and information about 
the water life that inhabits the river. We were treated to a delightful 
meal arranged by Susie Welch (Central Savannah River Area RWC).  
 
Of course, no GFRW event is complete without the opportunity for a 
little dancing. Even with limited space on the boat, GFRW ladies took 
advantage of the oldies music and showed off their dancing skills. 
One of our members whom I’m told is a spry 81 years young put 
everyone else to shame! I regret that I did not get her name to find out 
what her secrets are for staying so young. 
 
The board meeting convened at 9:30 Saturday morning. It was 
reported that GFRW has 701 members. For this meeting, there were 
seven executive board members, five district directors, 13 club 
presidents, six standing committee chairs, and one past president 
present for a total of 32 voting members.   
 
Our keynote speaker was Georgia’s 12th District Congressman Rick 
Allen, a businessman who founded a construction company. He is 
involved in two important projects:  (1) the cyber command center at 
Fort Gordon which is an enormous economic opportunity for Georgia 
and represents a new frontier in warfare and (2) the Savannah Port 
(the fourth busiest and fastest-growing container terminal in the 
country). Allen stated that President Barack Obama is not supporting 
either project and, in fact, is doing everything he can to stop them. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Allen spoke on a number of topics: 

 Omnibus – done behind closed doors.  Democrats know how to 
tactically divide Republicans.  

 Obama doesn’t care about refugees; it’s merely a tactic to divide 
us.  Ninety percent of the country wants to pause the flow of 
immigrants on the basis of national security.  It has cost us $10 
trillion to shore up the economy.  

 Regulatory and tax reforms are sorely needed.  

 Allen’s goal: to grow the economy and jobs; the government 
needs to get out of business’s way.  

 Farm income is down 55 percentdue to commodity prices; 
farmers are struggling due to low yields.  

 We need to rebuild the military. The Navy is down to 273 ships.  
During the Reagan Administration, the Navy had 600 ships.  

 Two-thirds of government spending is mandatory; not one 
Republican has voted for mandatory spending. We need to get 
revenue up and expenses down. The Democrats want to spend 
us into oblivion.  

 The balance of power needs to be restored.  

 Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid stopped the Zika bill in the 
Senate with a filibuster. The fight is over Planned Parenthood; 
the Democrats want Planned Parenthood to be part of the Zika 
bill.  

 Obama’s goal is to have the Republicans shut down the 
government.  

 Allen defined grassroots as “Republicans with passion.”  
 Nancy Pelosi spent $12 million to save John Barrow’s seat. Due 

to grassroots efforts, he was able to defeat Barrow. 
 
Allen believes that God has ordained three things:  marriage, the 
church, and government. In his view, marriage is in trouble; the church 
is in decline; and the government’s purpose is to restrain evil 
(lawlessness). Trump is the candidate who wants to return this 
country to law and order.  
 

 

 

Keynote Speaker Rick Allen  
Photo by Sherry Roedl 

Photo by Sherry Roedl 

Continued on page  4  
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Kim Sherk, GFRW’s 
Caring for America 
chair, asked attendees 
to dig into their wallets 
to send a donation to 
our sisters in the 
Louisiana Federation of 
Republican Women who 
have been impacted by 
the recent flooding in 
their state. As usual, 
GFRW members 
opened their wallets and 
checkbooks and $1,319 will  
be sent to LFRW. Way to go, GFRW ladies! 
 
If you would like to lend your monetary support, you can make a 
donation directly to LFRW (or send a gift card) to LFRW, P. O. Box 
12728, New Iberia, LA   70562-2728. Please make your check 
payable to LFRW and in the memo line note your check is for LFRW 
Members Flood Relief. The president of LFRW is Gena Gore 
(genag@suddenlink.net). If you would like to make a donation online, 
please go to its Go Fund Me link: http://gofundme.com/2zf4bxx8. 
LFRW’s donation goal is $20,000. As of Sept. 13, the organization  
raised $8,940 (which does not include the $1,319 from GFRW).  
 
Gore writes on LFRW News: “We at LFRW have set up a Go Fund 
Me Page in order that people may contribute to the effort of assisting 
LFRW members, who were seriously impacted by the South 
Louisiana floods, in recovering their lives. We have also formed a  
5-member committee to ensure that the donations are distributed 
properly with integrity, and according to the needs of these 
members. Please share this information with anyone you think may 
have an interest in contributing to this effort.” 
 
Sherk also listed several organizations that clubs could support in 
their Caring for America efforts. She will send the list to GFRW club 
presidents. (The list is also included in this issue.) 
 

Denise Ognio, assistant treasurer, announced that she is working to 
put the GFRW financial records on QuickBooks, starting with this 
fiscal year and working backward. 
 
After the business meeting was adjourned, we were treated to a 
picture-taking 
session with a 
Trump campaign 
bus. (This bus is 
privately-owned. 
The owner of the 
bus company paid 
to have one of his 
buses wrapped in 
support of Trump.  
Contact Ruby 
Robinson, GFRW 
past president, for 
more details.)  

 

 
We also had fun having our picture taken with a cardboard poster of 
Trump.   
 
The fall board meeting concluded after we enjoyed a delicious plated 
lunch. 

 

 

Kim Sherk. 
Photo by Sherry Roedl 

(L to R)  Chris Waldman and Ruby 
Robinson. Photo by Sherry Roedl 

(L to R) Ullainee Stokes, “Trump,’ 
Bobbie Frantz  
Photo by Sherry Roedl 

 
GFRW Calendar of Events 

Dates to Remember  
 

 Oct. 29   Saturday voting in Georgia  
 Nov. 8   General Election 
 Feb. 16-18, 2017  GFRW Winter Board Meeting (60th anniversary celebration)  
    Crown Plaza Perimeter at Ravinia            

Augusta Board Meeting 
(continued from pg. 3) 

http://gofundme.com/2zf4bxx8
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R osie, the National Federation of Republican Women’s 
official campaign bus, and Carrie Almond, the 

organization’s president, made two stops in Georgia in Oct. 
 
Since May, Rosie, who is on her 2016 Destination: White House 
campaign tour, has traveled continuously across the nation to help 
energize communities to secure Republican victories from the 
courthouse to the White House. On Oct. 11, Rosie and Almond 
made two stops in Georgia — in Cobb County and middle Georgia. 
 
GFRW President Barbara Hickey, Wynn McCurdy, president of 
Cobb County Republican Women’s Club, and Elaine Pritchard, 
president of Middle Georgia Republican Women, were several of 
the GFRW members on hand to greet them.  
 

 
“We were honored that 'Rosie came to Georgia' — its 39th state to 
visit,” Hickey said. “Carrie (Almond) and (NFRW 1st Vice President) 
Becky (Johnson) are so much fun, and the ladies and men in 
attendance really enjoyed that they chose to come to Georgia 
despite the weather.” 
 
Like the famed Rosies of World War II, Rosie brings a YES WE 
CAN message to women across America. Prior to the Republican 
National Convention, Rosie had already traveled 11,000 miles. She 
then spent several days at the RNC before hitting the road again.  
 
To help NFRW keep Rosie rolling through Election Day and be a 
visible player in this year’s election, you can also make a donation 
by clicking here. If you want to follow Rosie’s route, please visit 
www.Rosie16.com.  

Rosie and the Cobb  County Republican Women 

“Rosie” and Middle Georgia Republican Women L to R  Hickey and Almond Pritchard signing bus 

https://causes.anedot.com/nfrw-destination-white-house
http://www.Rosie16.com
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By Cindy Theiler 

W 
hen the members of the GFRW 
who participated as delegates in 
this year’s Republican National 
Convention in Cleveland in July 

were asked to share their thoughts about and 
experiences at this historic event with FOCUS, 
the superlative comments streamed in. 
“Awesome” event, “exceeded all my 
expectations,” “honored,” and “one of the most 
memorable moments of my life” were just a few 
of the comments shared by our organization’s 
delegates.  
 

GFRW members were a good-sized part of the 
76 delegates and 73 alternates that Georgia 
sent to the convention in addition to many of the 
state’s top politicians and key Republican 
leaders. For some GFRW members, it was the 
first time to attend a national convention. All 
were honored to serve as delegates at this 
important event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“It was an honor and privilege to attend the 
RNC and represent Georgia Republicans,” said 
Denise Ognio, GFRW’s assistant treasurer and 
first-time convention delegate. “I’m still on a  
 

natural high from this truly historic event.”  
“This year was so important in the history of our 
Party and in our nation; the importance and the 
responsibility was indeed not lost on the 
delegates and alternates who attended from 
Georgia. We took our responsibility very 
seriously,” said Donna Rowe, a member of 
Cobb County Republican Women’s Club and 
first-time convention delegate.  
 
“Despite the media reports to the contrary, the 
convention exhibited a unified support of Donald 
Trump and everyone was fired up to proceed to 
November,” stated Linda Herren, outgoing 
Republican National Committee national 
committeewoman for Georgia. Herren, who was 
elected to represent the RNC Southern Region 
on the nine-member site selection committee 
that chose Cleveland as this year’s venue, said 
those who attended came away with a new 
appreciation of the rebirth of Cleveland as a 
great city.  
 
Getting to meet and hear from people in politics 
and enjoy the camaraderie of other Republicans 
were also part of what made the convention 
exciting for those attending.  
 
For Lydia Hallmark, a first-time delegate from 
the 14th District, overcoming a long-time fear of 
flying to get to Cleveland, was her first 
challenge--but truly worth it. “My fear of flying 
had kept me out of the air for many years. The 
honor of serving as a delegate from the 14th 
District gave me the courage and inspiration to  
get on that plane. Not only did I discover that  
 

flying was not so bad, but I also got to meet  
some of the best people in politics today.”  
 
“I felt the enthusiasm the moment I arrived at 
the Holiday Inn Cleveland Clinic Hotel (home 
base for the Georgia delegation). Georgians 
from all over the state were laughing, sharing 
stories, and were ready to ensure that this was 
a great experience,” said Barbara Hickey, 
GFRW’s president. 
 
“Walking around visiting with different states 
was a highlight for me,” according to Ognio. She 
said she is still communicating after the 
convention with a woman who is running for 
state representative in Hawaii and also became 
reacquainted with a former high school peer 
from South Carolina. 
 
“All the speakers, including the impressive 
Trump children, were fantastic, inspirational and 
so patriotic,” Rowe said. The most moving 
evening for her was hearing from several 
individuals who recalled their stories of sacrifice 
and true valor in the service to our nation. “Our 
hearts were touched by their honesty, 
patriotism, and true bravery.” 
 
“The highlight for me was standing with my 
fellow Georgians under the Georgia standard 
and listening to our chairman John Padgett cast 
Georgia’s votes for the next president of the 
United States,” said Carolyn Fisher, a member 
of Hall County Republican Women’s Club.  
 

Continued on next page  

GFRW members 
serving as delegates 
Sherry Barnes 
Carolyn Fisher 
Dee Gay 
Judy Griffin 
Lydia Hallmark 
Liz Hausmann 
Linda Herren 
Barbara Hickey 
Carol Mahoney 
Debbie McCord 
Denise Ognio 
Donna Rowe 
Jeanne Seaver  

 Jean Studdard  

(L to R) Donna Rowe and Denise Ognio 

By 
Cindy 
Theiler 
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.  
 
While security was tight at the convention, delegates were appreciative. “I was very 
impressed by the massive amount of security around us, from Homeland Security 
guards on our buses going to the Quicken Arena, to security check-point tents, to the 
strong blue line of police lining the streets around the arena.  We met and spoke with 
police officers from as far away as Guam,” Hallmark said. “All of us were grateful to have such 
a secure environment.” 
 
The magnitude of organizing and coordinating events and scheduling buses for Georgia’s 
delegation to take them to all the places they needed to be was not lost on at least one 
delegate. “The Georgia GOP did an amazing job given the difficult tasks they were handed,” 
Hallmark said. “Hats off to all of them (the staff) on a job well done!” 

Continued from previous page 

(L to R) Miriam Corbin and Lydia Hallmark  
 

(L to R)  Dee Gay and Barbara Hickey 

(L to R)  Judy Griffin and alternate 
Tanner Goldsmith 

U.S. Sen. David 
Perdue (2nd from L) 

(L to R) Marcia 
Evans, Lydia 

Hallmark, and 
Leanne DeFoor 

Outgoing GA 
Committeewoman 

Linda Herren 
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Central Savannah River Area Republican 
Women’s Club  

The Central Savannah River Area Republican 
Women’s Club (CSRA RWC) had a busy 
summer starting with the GaGOP convention in 
Augusta in June. Many of us volunteered to help 
with the convention as the Central Savannah 
River Area is the area surrounding Augusta and 
we all live near the convention center. One of 
our members, Susie Welsh, was the volunteer 
coordinator for the convention and many of us 
were state delegates and alternates. Debbie 
McCord was selected as a delegate for the 
national convention and Susie Welsh was 
selected as an alternate. Our youngest member, 
Grace Welsh, was selected as the Teenage 
Republican of the Year.   
 
Also in June, the CSRA RWC held a dinner at 
the Jones Creek Country Club honoring Sen. Bill 
Jackson and his many years of service to our 
community. Jackson, who retired this year, is a 
conservative statesman and an active associate 
member of our club. We also sponsored a forum 
between the two candidates vying for the open 
senate seat. In July, our Caring for America 
chair Beverly King arranged for a speaker who 
is responsible for the homeless veterans in the 

central Savannah River Area. After this 
emotional meeting, the club members 
voted to sponsor two of the veterans for 
Christmas this year. In addition, Jannene 
Olson organized a group of us to see 
“Hillary’s America,” which prompted the 
idea for our August speaker, Jeanne 
Seaver, who is Republican presidential 
candidate Donald Trump’s campaign 
spokesperson.  
 
We also helped with planning the GFRW 
convention in September in Augusta and 
our major fundraiser at the Oliver Hardy 
Festival on Oct. 1. (Yes, he was from our area!). 
We manned a booth, sold buttons and bumper 
stickers, and promoted our club and our 
presidential candidate.  We are looking forward 
to the election in November, re-electing U.S. 
Sen. Johnny Isakson and electing a Republican 
president! 

- Submitted by Alice Frye 

 
Coastal Republican Women’s Club  
 
Georgia Rep. Jason Spencer (R-180) updated 
Coastal Republican Women’s Club at its August 
meeting about the proposed site of a 
commercial spaceport in Camden County and 
how it would affect surrounding counties. Woody 
Woodside, president of the Brunswick-Golden 
Isles Chamber of Commerce, was scheduled to 
speak at the club’s September meeting. The 
club hosted a Trump campaign event on Sept. 1 
at the Brunswick County Club and also assisted 
with decorations and finger food for the grand 
opening of Trump/Spencer headquarters on 
Sept. 2 in Brunswick. The club’s annual fall 
fashion show, luncheon, and silent auction is 
scheduled for Oct. 22 at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Brunswick Country Club. Sheila McNeill, 
president of the Camden Partnership and past 
national president of the Navy League of the 
United States, is scheduled to speak at the 
club’s meeting in October. 

 - Contributed by Sandra Mull 

Columbia County Republican Women’s Club  
The Columbia County Republican Women 
(CCRW) dedicated its September meeting to 
remember the events of 9/11. Leo Buehler, an 
infantry officer assigned to the 82nd Airborne 
Division at Fort Bragg, N.C. on Sept. 11, 2001, 
was the featured speaker in Martinez on Sept. 
8. Just four months out of Ranger School on 
Sept. 11, 2001, he eventually had three 
deployments to Iraq totaling 3½ years with 82nd 
Airborne Division and the 3rd Infantry Division. 
During one of those deployments, he 
commanded the famous Baker Company, 
originally designated under 506th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment. 
 
“Our (country’s military) focus changed after 
9/11,” he said.” Suddenly, the units were getting 
the personnel and other resources necessary for 
training. Prior to 9/11, people joined armed 
services for many different reasons. After 9/11, 
the recruits were noticeably older than traditional 
recruits, and they joined for one reason, to fight 
for our country.  
 
In remembrance of 9/11, Alan Jackson’s song, 
“Where Were You When World Stopped 
Turning” was played during the meeting. 
Meeting attendees also sang “God Bless 
America” to close out the meeting.  

- 

See what some of our clubs have been up to.  We’d love to 
publish news about your clubs and members in future editions. 
Please send your items to cindy.theiler1@gmail.com.  

Continued on next  page  

mailto:cindy.theiler1@gmail.com
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 Greater Fayette Republican Women’s Club  

 
Greater Fayette Republican 
Women’s Club hosted 
Georgia's Attorney General 
Sam Olens at its meeting 
on Aug. 11. Olens spoke to 
us about voter fraud, 
criminal justice reform, and 
his recent efforts to combat 
sex trafficking and pain 
medication abuse in 
Georgia. He also took 
questions and answers 
from the crowd. GFRWC 
President Mary Kay Rudd 
is shown leading the program, which took place at the Fayette County    
Republican Party Headquarters and Event Center. 
                                                       - Contributed by Leah Williamson 
 

Haralson County Republican Women  
 
Haralson County Republican Women held a Trump rally in Bremen  
on Sept. 15!  Pictured left to right:  Rosanna Birky, treasurer; Aletha 
Smith, vice president; Marcy Sanders Heath, guest speaker/Haralson 
County for Trump director; Sherri Mobley, secretary; and Victoria 
Gunther, president.     
                                                            - Submitted by Victoria Gunther 

North  DeKalb Republican Women  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, May 14, North DeKalb Republican Women were honored by 
Mary Lou Austin, director of USO in Atlanta, for our club’s volunteer 
service to our troops. This was a delightful surprise that we did not 
expect! Our award proudly sets on a prominent shelf at the DeKalb GOP 
Headquarters. We have supported the USO, located on the second floor 
of the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, for eight years. 
 
 
We are there two days a year from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. We bring our smiles 
and helpful attitudes. We serve homemade chili (made by our chief chef 
Dolcie Williams-Fromm) or Hebrew National hot dogs on buns, with chips 
and cookies, and assorted beverages. This is our year-round picnic menu 
that is a big hit and a fan favorite of the military members and their 
families.  We also help with refills, stocking and tossing out outdated food 
on the USO’s shelves and in the refrigerator, tidying up the lounge area, 
organizing the magazines, and checking with the families to make sure 
they have what they need or answering any questions they may have. 
 
 
Our core group consists of four regulars and four new volunteers to give 
everyone in the club an opportunity to enjoy this wonderful experience. 
Our duties downstairs at the USO Podium include welcoming troops 
arriving from other places, directing them to baggage claim or ticket 
counter, and escorting them to the Atlanta USO Facility. When the United 
States was in active war, we had the privilege of escorting them through 
the airport with the American flag to check in, and encouraging onlookers 
to join in the clapping to show our appreciation for their service. 
 
It is always a heart-warming experience. The soldiers are so appreciative 
of our kindnesses and delicious food. It is truly a pleasure to volunteer at 
the USO! 
 

- Submitted by Natalie Olmi, Caring for America chair and chair of 
GFRW’s Armed Forces 

(Bottom) Sam Olens speaking;  
(Top) President Mary Kay Rudd leading 

the program 
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Jeanne Billa 

By Cindy Theiler 

 

This Winning Ways Guide has been created for the veteran grassroots campaigner as a refresher 

resource and for the novice volunteer as a tutorial.  Its purpose is to educate and empower 

Republican women to ensure that qualified Republicans—men and women—get elected to public 

office.  It is hoped that you will share the tools provided in this guide with your Republican sisters 

throughout Georgia and across the nation.   

The Winning Ways Guide is a compilation of articles contributed to VOICES Magazine over the past 

several years by various authors.  Our vision for this guide is that it will be a living document.  As 

trends change, the guide will be updated so that its users will have the most up-to-date information 

and tips available to them in their efforts to elect Republicans to public office. 

Available at www.gfrw.org.  Also available at: http://voicespublications.com/wp-content/
uploads/2015/02/The-WINNING-WAYS-GUIDE-Final-layout.pdf    

G etting the word out about and 
enhancing awareness for the 

Georgia Federation of Republican Women to 
the public and our clubs statewide is 
important to Jeanne Billa because she 
believes women’s voices should be heard. 
That’s good news for GFRW since Billa has 
taken on responsibility of public relations chair 
for 2016-2017 for our organization. 
 
The past secretary and president of the 
Coweta County Republican Women’s Club 
(CCRWC) said she got her start in 
Republican organizations about 10 years ago 
when Dee Carlson, one of GFRW’s current 
district directors, invited her to Coweta 
County’s GOP precinct meeting. Billa said the 
fury of activity at that meeting left her head 
spinning!  
 
That fury didn’t stop her from getting involved in CCRWC when Carlson 
was president; Billa quickly became Carlson’s press secretary. When no 
one was willing to take on the role of the organization’s president, she 
stepped up. During her election-year term, Billa said she is proud that 

CCRWC hosted successful candidate forums 
for 60-70 people and fulfilled the club’s goal “to 
promote an informed electorate.” 
 
Billa has already been hard at work in her PR 
role developing a strategic plan for PR, creating 
a membership card that GFRW members can 
customize for their clubs and distribute to 
prospective members, and making plans for 
GFRW to apply for NFRW’s PR award next 
year. Billa knows that to bring this award back 
to Georgia (GFRW won the award in 2011) will 
require all GFRW clubs to submit to her any 
publicity that they have received and any 
communications they have prepared for events 
and other activities during 2016-2017. She also 
wants to increase the number of likes on 
GFRW's Facebook page so sign up today!  
 
When she isn’t involved in Republican activities, 
Billa and her husband, Jerry, are enjoying their 
acre of heaven in Sharpsburg with their 10-year

-old English sheepdog, (Princess) Payton. The Missouri native attended 
St. Louis University and currently is the business development manager 
for Moxie Media and Marketing, an Atlanta-based Public Relations and 
Marketing firm. 

10 
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Legislation  
The Georgia state legislature is out of session until January, but 
there are meetings around the state going on regarding issues for 
the next session. The largest FairTax movement in the country is in 
Georgia and Georgians for Fair Taxation are planning on getting 
sponsors like Rep. Emory Dunahoo of Hall County to introduce and 
get co-sponsors for a Georgia FairTax bill.  
 
In addition, there may be renewed discussion around the religious 
liberty bill, medical marijuana, and campus carry. Traditionally, the 
sixth year of a governor's term is the most challenging and as Gov. 
Nathan Deal enters his seventh session, he expects to make 
progress in accomplishing his final goals for his term.  
 
Depending on the outcome of the November elections and the 
makeup of the legislature in 2017, we'll know what the issues 
are. Education will stay at the top of the list and we expect 
economic development and business growth will be the focus.  

          - Submitted by Martha Zoller, National Legislation Chair 
 

Publications  
The Publications Committee continues to grow and improve. As you 
hopefully know, we are now producing three online publications for 
you: VOICES Magazine, FOCUS Newsletter, and our weekly news 
service, “News You Can Use.”  VOICES Magazine added a 
featured columnist, Janet Haldeman, to bring you “A Cup of Joe and 
Thoughts to Go.” We are also featuring poetry written by Pat Morrell
-Donnelly, a published author. Bobbie Frantz, our digital media 
editor, has the herculean task of gathering all the news stories 
directed her way to give you a recap of what was in the news the 
previous week. For this effort, we created a Readers’ Committee to 
review the articles to ensure they are important and relevant for you 
to read—ICYMI (in case you missed it). If you are interested in 
working on this committee, please let Roedl know at 
smroedl@gmail.com. 
 
Our third and final issue of VOICES Magazine was released in early 
October and had as its central theme, The Election – Getting Out 
the Vote.  If you missed our spring and summer issues that dealt 
with illegal immigration and sex trafficking, please visit the GFRW 
website at http://www.gfrw.org/voices-magazine/ to download your 
copy.   
 
VOICES Magazine has acquired a nation-wide following. Please 
forward a copy to your like-minded friends, relatives, business 
associates, and those who may be Independent voters. The goal of  
 
 
 

GFRW is to educate and empower. VOICES Magazine is a 
powerful tool to accomplish that goal. 
 
These publications will be part of our entry for the NFRW Public 
Relations Award Eagle Trophy that we hope to bring home to 
Georgia at the NFRW Biennial Convention in Philadelphia next fall 
(2017). 
 
We always welcome your suggestions with regard to topics for 
upcoming issues, as well as contributors whose voice you would 
like to be heard through VOICES Magazine. Please send your 
recommendation to Roedl at smroedl@gmail.com. 

- Submitted by Sherry Roedl, Publications chair 
 
Public Relations 
Taking into account that the dog days of summer hit us in August 
with vacations, back to school, and the lull before the election – 
most of the GFRW’s Facebook interaction numbers are down 
compared to June. 
 
Overall, the numbers are impressive, but we have some work to do. 
There has been about a 12 percent increase in LIKES since we 
began tracking the Facebook analytics; we’re up to 857! We hope 
you are enjoying some of these additional postings for 
#MotivationMonday and #ThrowbackThursday as well as postings 
for other notable dates in history.   
 
Reach – unique individuals who saw a post in the month of August 
is an impressive 14,575, but down 14 percent from the high in June 
of 20,732. However, for the last week in August, the reach of 1,286 
reflects an increase of 1468% to the previous week and 
engagements doubled.  
 
Just a friendly reminder to LIKE and SHARE GFRW’s Facebook 
page!  Invite all friends, family and elected officials to LIKE the 
page. We’re shooting for 1,400 likes in 2017 to add to the 
submission to NFRW for the PR award. The PR committee 
continues to expand the media reach and other social media 
platforms as well.  
 
Remember also to continue to send publicity from and/or 
communications about your club’s events and initiatives to 
Jeanne.billa@gmail.com. We’ll use these with our submittal for 
NFRW’s PR award.  

- Submitted by Jeanne Billa, Public Relations chair 
 

 
Continued on next page 

mailto:smroedl@gmail.com
http://www.gfrw.org/voices-magazine/
mailto:smroedl@gmail.com
mailto:Jeanne.billa@gmail.com
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Carolyn Hall Fisher, a member of 
the Republican Women of Forsyth 
County, was recently selected the 
new chair of the Forsyth County 
GOP. 
 

Elaine Pritchard (pictured above speaking), president of Middle 
Georgia Republican Women, co-hosted the 8th District’s annual fish 
fry for Georgia Republicans at the Georgia National Fairgrounds in 
Perry on Aug. 27. Wanting to thank his supporters, former Georgia 
Gov. Sonny Perdue initially started this fish fry in his home county of 
Houston after he was installed as the first Republican governor since 
Reconstruction. According to Pritchard, attendance has varied from 
as many as 2,300 to about 600 some years. “This year was a special 
homecoming for Sen. David Perdue who is also from Houston 
County and was our keynote speaker. It takes about six months of 
pre-planning and then craziness the last week not to mention a very 
"fluid" script the day of our beloved event! Every year is different and 
more fun than the year before! We are always so very grateful to 
each and every elected official who makes time to be there, to each 
family that puts off cutting grass until later, and the army of very 
generous volunteers who so faithfully help make it so much fun!” 
 

Dr. Ginny Hall, a member of the Coastal Republican Women’s Club, 
is serving as Trump’s campaign manager for Glynn County. 

 

Caring for America 
This committee shall be responsible for: 

 Coordinating community and outreach activities. 

 Selecting the charity organization to collect donation 

for at every other monthly membership meeting, 

coordinating with ways and means. 

 Making your club aware of GFRW and National 

Federation of Republican Women’s Caring for 

America annual project. 

Ideas for Caring for America: Caring for America is 
based on the belief that problems can be solved more 
effectively through the generosity and combined energies 
of individuals than through dependency on government 
programs. 

Fisher House in Augusta (similar to Ronald  
  McDonald House for families) 
USO Atlanta (Hartsfield, Savannah/Hilton Head 
  Island, Middle Georgia Military Base) 
PetsforVets.com  
Veterans Administration Hospital (Atlanta,  
  Augusta, Dublin) 
Veterans Crisis Hotline 
Military Diapers 
Golden Corral (Has a camp for military children) 
S.O.S. (Support Our Soldier) 
Vietnam/Veterans Alliance Foundation (ending 
  homelessness) 
Canton holiday burial wreaths at soldier 
  cemetery 
National Coalition for Homeless Veterans 
Assisting other state federated clubs (LFRW  
  flood victims) 
Hospice programs for veterans (Homestead 
  Hospice) 
Wounded Warriors 
Shelters for abused/neglected children (Center 
  for Children and Young Adults, Devereux) 
Change4Georgia 
Project Mail Call (Care packages mailed  
  overseas) 
YWCA of Northwest Georgia 
Cobb Street Ministries 
Constitution Day 
Center for Family Resources 
Diaper Day 
United Military Care 
Shepherds Men 
Warrior2Citizen 
One Touch Awakening (sending pillows to 
  soldiers) 
Honor Flight Savannah 
Operation Christmas Child 
                                   - Submitted by Kim Sherk,    

Caring for America chair  
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2016 Members 

Individuals 

 JoAnn Birrell 
 Bobbie Frantz 
 Gussie Gammon 
 Jim Hall 
 Rosan Hall  
 Lydia Hallmark 
 Barbara Hickey 
 Jim Hickey 
 Margie Medlin 
 Toria Morgan 
 Denise Ognio 
 Millie Rogers 
 Varie Rustin 
 Sara (Sally) Snyder 

 Ullainee Stokes 
 Cindy Theiler 
 Judy True 
 Linda Williams 
 Rose Wing 
 
Clubs 
 Coastal RWC 
 Cobb County RWC 
 Foothills RW 
 Gwinnett  Republican 

Women 
 Republican Women of 

Henry County 

Sponsors of GFRW 
Tim Lee—Candidate for Cobb County Commission Chair 

Rosan Hall—Rosan Hall Team of Atlanta Communities Real Estate 

W ant to be a Reagan Club member for 2016?  Annual dues are 
$100. In addition, your local club can join the Reagan Club. Enjoy 
extra benefits of GFRW when you become a Reagan Club member. If 
you want to learn more about Reagan Club, please contact Rosan 
Hall at rhall2@aol.com. 

 
NFRW Membership Chairman Roseann Slonsky-Breault offers 
the following tips for building membership in your club: 

 Have the right tools to be successful in increasing and 
renewing your club's membership: brochures, welcome 
letters, club newsletter, renewal letters, membership 
roster, membership applications, and business cards that 
identify yourself, your club, and the dates and location of 
club meetings. 

 Use social media, especially for reaching prospective 
members. Have a club website, Facebook page, and 
Twitter account! If you want to attract millennials and 
women at home with small children or homeschooling 
their children, social media is the way to reach them! 

 At meetings, welcome and say good-bye to everyone as 
though they were coming or going from your own home. 
VERY IMPORTANT! Members and potential members will 
look forward to attending other meetings. 

 Public situations, particularly campaign activities, offer 
great opportunities to promote your club. Come equipped 
with club brochures, club newsletter, membership 
applications and business cards identifying yourself, your 
club, with the dates when your club meets. 

 To entice potential new members, follow up with an 
invitation letter to join your club together with club 
brochures and a membership application. You may also 
want to include a copy of your club’s newsletter or a 
newspaper article on the work or activities of your club. 

 Have a mentor for each new member to introduce them 
and make them feel at home. Their mentor can call and 
personally invite them to upcoming meetings. Mentors 
should be members who have been active in the club for 
a few years, someone who can help the new members 
learn more about the Federation and your own club’s 

activities. 

[Source:  NFRW Capital Connection – Week of Aug. 8, 2016 and 

Week of Sept. 20, 2016] 

GFRW Winter Board Meeting  
 
Mark your calendars now to help GFRW celebrate its 60th 
anniversary! The next GFRW Winter Board Meeting and 
anniversary celebration is scheduled for Feb. 16-18 at Crown 
Plaza Perimeter at Ravinia in Dunwoody. Our annual Red 
Coat Day is planned for Feb. 17. Look for more details about 
this meeting and celebration early next year. 


