
1 

Photo:  Georgia State Capitol 
Courtesy of Judy True 



2  

Public Relations Initiatives 
of the  

Georgia Federation  
of Republican Women  

 
 

The Georgia Federation of Republican Women 
educates and empowers women for better 

government by:   
 
• Using Up-to-date Communication  
     Techniques 
 
• Hosting Candidate Debates or Forums 

 
• Having Well Defined and Publicized  
     Political Programs  

 
• Producing Promotional Materials for  
     Membership 

 
• Providing Public Relations Materials for the 

Media 
 

• Building Coalitions with Other Political 
Groups   

 
• Showcasing the Federation’s Leadership 

and Elected Republican Women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
President:   
Suzi Voyles 

 
1st Vice President:  

Lori Hullett 
 

2nd Vice President:   
Wanda Duffie 

  
3rd Vice President:   

Louise LIttle 
  

Secretary :   
Bobbie Frantz 
   

Treasurer & Membership:   
Sheila Galbreath 

 
Assistant Treasurer:  

Billie Dendy  
 

Immediate Past President:   
Millie Rogers 

 
Public Relations:  
Mary Lou Berghel 

 
Publications:  

Judy True 
 

Communications: 
Rhonda Wilson 

 
www.gfrw.org 
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 Prepared by the GFRW Publications Committee and 
Public Relations Committee, this digital portfolio is an ex-
ecutive summary and presentation of information for media 
representatives and partners in our political community.   
 
 The portfolio includes miniature illustrations from  
documents included in our digital GFRW Media Kit and 
available on our web site at www.gfrw.org.  In addition to 
providing important information to our media and political 
partners, this digital portfolio also serves as a model for 
Federated clubs throughout Georgia.  We encourage every 
club to enhance their presence with the media in their geo-
graphic areas by providing materials such as those included 
in this kit. 
 
Mary Lou Berghel, Chairman, Public Relations Committee 

Judy True, Chairman, Publications Committee 
 

 

Picture of CD Case 

 

 
Purpose of the GFRW press portfolio 
 
Miniature samples of publications and in-
formation about the Federation  
 
Additional files accompanying the  kit 
• Brief history of the organization 
• A fact sheet about the organization 
• Example of a previous press release 
• A spotlight on the president 
• An information page about the officers 
• Membership brochure 
• Sample E-news 
• Sample Legislative Update 
• Sample issue of VOICES Magazine 
• Sample scrapbook 
 
 

This portfolio is available  
on the www.gfrw.org web site. 
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We communicate  
via website, e-newsletters,  
e-mail updates, Facebook 

 

  The Georgia Federation Web site 
 
We believe in being pro-active and providing our membership 
with the tools necessary to get the job done. Established in 
2008, the Georgia Federation web site (www.gfrw.org) pro-
vides ready access to information about the organization, up-
coming events, membership, and leadership. Links to a wide 
variety of media contacts are provided, as well as links to our 
political partners throughout Georgia.  Current and archived 
issues of VOICES Magazine are readily available for viewing.  
A “members only” section provides Rules, Guidelines, and 
forms.  GFRW provides links to web sites of interest and 
places to take action when called for in the messages.  

E-newsletters and E-releases 
 
Frequent news updates, announcements of upcoming events, 
and Federation news are issued on the web site and are 
emailed to members through Constant Contact.  
 
Constant Contact 
  
GFRW uses Constant Contact  to share information with mem-
bers across the state through e-mail notices, newsletters, leg-
islative updates, political briefings, messages from our Con-
gressmen and Representatives, and announcements. GFRW 
also uses Constant Contact to share news and events of the 
NFRW along with reminders of NFRW deadlines.  The pro-
gram allows GFRW to send messages to Executive Commit-
tee Members, Club Presidents, District Directors, Standing 
Committee Chairmen and Members, and Special Committee 
Chairmen and Members, Ex Officio Members and the NFRW 
President. We can target specific groups, send messages to 
all groups or send messages to individuals. 

 Facebook & Twitter 

In 2011, GFRW established a presence in the 
social media available on the internet by opening 
a Facebook page and being available through 
Twitter.   

 
facebook page 
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 Voices Magazine 
 
VOICES Magazine, a web based publication , is issued  
by the Georgia Federation of Republican Women three 
times per year.  The magazine provides an avenue for  
Republican women to gain and share information about 
political topics, elections, leadership techniques, and 
general information related to the Federation.  Contribu-
tors have included federal and state elected officers, 
GOP leaders, National and State Federation leaders, 
and local club members.  Articles have also appeared 
by leaders and key figures from a variety of profit and 
nonprofit organizations.  Although VOICES Magazine is 
a Georgia publication our readership is expanding to 
other states.   
 
Legislative Updates 
 
While the legislature is in session, GFRW members re-
ceive frequent updates on actions taken in both houses.  
Contact information is provided so members can ex-
press their wishes and concerns directly to the repre-
sentatives from their geographic area. 
 
Links to Club News Around the State 
 
The GFRW web site provides direct links to newsletters 
published by various clubs around the state.  Not only 
do members know what is happening in their own spe-
cific area, but they are also able to view how issues and 
activities are developing around the state.  

We communicate  
through VOICES Magazine, 
legislative updates, and shar-
ing newsletters from clubs 
around the state 
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We provide forums and debate  
opportunities for candidates 
candidates’ bus caravan: Stompin’ for Republicans, state 
federation forums or debates,  Republican candidates show-
cased at board meetings 

Election Year—October, 2010.  
 
 The first weekend in October we 
had our Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women’s fall board meeting in Macon, GA.  
Saturday, we had a bus tour scheduled for 
our GFRW women and Austin Scott, can-
didate for the 8th District US Congres-
sional seat and Sam Olens, GA candidate 
for Attorney General.  US Senator Johnny 
Isakson met us in Warner Robins at one 
stop.  Austin, his wife Vivian, and mom 
rode the bus with us throughout the day. 
 
 Get a visual picture of the women 
dressed in all their Republican red and 
elephant accessories.  Several had on red baseball caps that said, “Fire Pelosi.”  Everyone had on various candidates’ 
stickers and a range of ages was represented.  Women from all over the state were ready to stomp the ground for our 
Republican candidates.   
 
 We had a police escort as we traveled to several small towns in the District.  Austin did very well and, I believe, 
he will unseat Jim Marshall. (Scott  unseated Jim Marshall D. and won the November election against Marshall .  Scott  
was later elected president of the Freshman Congressional Class In Washington D.C..)  One of Austin’s campaign tools 
was his authentic way of grassroots campaigning.  We stopped in one town (population 287) and the mayor came to 
the rally in a golf cart.  Scott talked with the people about what matters most to them and right now it is their wallets.  He 
repeated all day about the way Congress is increasing our debt, and we must send commonsense people to Washing-
ton to stop this madness. 
 
 The bus stopped for lunch in Hawkinsville at a typical middle Georgia restaurant.  Service was buffet style, and 
of course, included fried chicken, mashed potatoes, green beans, and sweet tea.   
 
 Austin stood on the back of a pick-up truck with yard signs to speak to the crowd.  Young children came with 
their parents to hear him speak. 
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Congressmen and local doctors 
weighed in on the health care 
debate at the fall 2009 special 
issues forum. (Marietta, GA, 
2009 Fall Board Meeting) 

Local, state and national 
candidates are frequent 
speakers and visitors at 
board meetings, luncheons, 
dinners, and receptions.  
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We have a well publicized  
political program—our mission is our 
program! 
Leadership workshops, informative articles, programs and 
community projects.  Publicized through the media, our web 
site and the internet, activities are also captured in on-line 
scrapbooks. 

Our political program is dictated by our mis-
sion to educate and empower women.  This 
mission is “front and center” at every board 
meeting and function sponsored by GFRW, as 
well as in every publication and web site dis-
play. 

 
We are dedicated to training and educating 
women through a carefully planned program 
focused in three areas of presentation:  
 (1) leadership workshops  
 (2) program speakers, and  
 (3) carefully selected articles in our  
 publications 
 
A wide variety of workshops have been on the 
recent program agendas for GFRW—such as:  
 
Campaign Finance Workshop— 
 Holly Robichaud 
Leadership Workshops —Johnell Woody, Mary 
 VanBrink, Melinda Mock 
Women Winning Elections - 
 Sue Everhart, State GOP Chairman 
Building a Web site - 
 Lori Pesta, NFRW-PR Committee 
New Phone Systems for Elections— 
 Christy Hayes and Rick Richardson 
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The GFRW VOICES Magazine provides a 
treasure trove  of educational  articles to 
keep our members, their families and 
friends informed.  Feature series  high-
light political issues and  regular col-
umns provide background training to 
keep members up to date and effective 
in their local communities.  Readership 
of the magazine extends beyond Georgia 
borders with avid followers as far away as Colorado.  
Contributors vary from political office holders to lead-
ership columnists to NFRW officers to reviewers of 
popular books.   

 
Picture scrapbooks are posted on the web site and highlight board meeting 
activities, speakers, political programs, and leadership workshops.  For fed-
eration members unable to attend these activities, the scrapbooks provide 
for them a feel of the meetings and, hopefully, an incentive to attend upcom-
ing events.  Scrapbooks provide visible evidence of the media in attendance 
at GFRW events. 
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 When you learn that  low-income families often have the 
daily stress of choosing between food and diapers, it is hard not to 
be touched by the dilemma facing American families today. Diapers 
are expensive; and, since prolonged wearing of a wet diaper 
causes diaper rash, the family has a crying baby leading to even 
more stress in the home.  
 

 In these tough economic times, low-income families face 
the fact that: 
• Food stamps do not include hygiene products such as diapers. 
• On average, the cost to purchase diapers is approximately                 
$100/month.  (Day Care centers require parents to provide their 
own diapers.) 
 
 We involved corporations, businesses, schools, churches, 
city, and county governments. We collected over 72,000 diapers for 
MUST Ministries and C.A.M.P. in Cobb County. 
 
 After presenting the need for diapers to the GFRW Board 
of Directors, the Club Presidents adopted the project and thirteen 
(13) GFRW clubs participated. The 13 clubs represented were: 
Bartow, Cherokee, Cobb, Coweta, DeKalb, Dodge, Floyd, Fulton, 
Griffin, Henry, Middle Georgia, Savannah, and Spalding. 
 
 Each club developed their own strategy that would make 
the biggest impact in their areas and produce the success that 
would lead to awareness of the need in their community.  This pro-
ject, like so many of the  Caring for America projects, reaffirms our 
commitment to bring a community together and show what history 
has proved – Republicans transcend race, gender, religion, and 
political party to do the “right thing.” 

Barbara Hickey,  
Chairman 

Caring for America Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Projects Keep GFRW in Front of the Media 

Caring For America Projects 

 

 

 
 This past December I learned several educators had purchased 
winter coats for many of their students over the years, and 2010 had been the 
worst year ever. When you learn low-income families often have the daily 
stress of choosing between food and clothing, it is hard not to be touched by 
the dilemma facing the Moms and Dads - and our school principals and 
teachers  - who see students arrive at school without a coat or jacket.  
 
 After researching local agencies that dispense food and clothing, I 
was told they cannot keep coats in stock, especially when the fall season is 
short and winter arrives suddenly. They assured me even used coats are 
appreciated and new coats are a gift that makes the volunteer staff very 
happy to be able to serve the needs of so many during our colder months.  
 
 Our Georgia Federation of Republican Women (GFRW) President, 
Suzi Voyles, embraced the idea that our organization could do something to 
ease the burden of not only the families, but the educators who used their 
own money to ensure students could concentrate on education and not be 
embarrassed by lacking a warm coat like their other classmates. 
 
 At the February 4th and 5th GFRW board meeting, club presidents 
were offered another statewide project, Operation Warmth: Georgia, and they 
received information and logistics needed to begin the process for fall 2011.  
Each club will determine the need in their community and provide coats, hats, 
gloves and other items needed for children or adults or both. 
 
 This project, like so many of the  Caring for America projects, reaf-
firms our commitment to bring a community together and show what history 
has proved – Republicans transcend race, gender, religion, and political party 
to do the “right thing.” 
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Community Projects Keep GFRW in Front of the Media 

 The Georgia Federation of Republican Women’s American-
ism Committee coordinated and worked in conjunction with Liberty 
Day, a non-profit national organization in Colo-
rado, to sponsor Constitution Day in Georgia on 
September 17, 2010. Thirteen Republican 
Women's Clubs throughout Georgia participated 
in the project. Almost 7,000 U.S. Constitution 
booklets were distributed to 5th grade students 
across Georgia on Constitution Day. The book-
lets were also distributed to a charter school and 
one high school.  
   
 Schools held various programs to 
celebrate Constitution Day. In DeKalb County a 
Charter School held an assembly and invited an 
attorney to speak on the Constitution. In other 
schools, people read to students. School princi-
pals embraced the project and teachers were 
very happy with our involvement and the training 
materials we provided to them. 
  
 Clubs purchased the Liberty Day Constitution booklets by 
raising money through private sources, fundraising activities, and ap-

plying for grants. Clubs participating in the Constitution Day project 
were Bartow County RWC, President, Mindie Glidewell; Cherokee 

County RWC, President, Lori Pesta; 
Cobb County RWC, President Barbara 
Hickey; Cobb Regional RW, President 
Dee Gay; Greater Columbia County RW, 
President, Linda Parnell; Central DeKalb 
County RWC, President Cheryl Swartz; 
District Director Sarah Looper and  Ul-
lainee Stokes; North DeKalb County 
RWC, President, Tammy Johnson; Fay-
ette County RWC, President, Grace 
Caldwell; Houston County RWC, Presi-
dent, Vivian Childs; Lowndes County 
RW, President, Barbara Schmader; Mus-
cogee County RW, President, Donna 
Wieczorek; Coweta County RW, Presi-
dent, Jeanne Billa and Chris Owen; and 
Paulding County RW, President, Nancy 
Hollingshed. 

Millie Rogers, Chairman 

GFRW advocates community service through participation in the following  programs under the direction of NFRW: 
• Caring for America—Encourages volunteerism and private sector initiatives. 
• Support Our Troops—Encourages clubs and members to support our Armed Forces by engaging in projects to aid troops and families..\ 
• Education and Literacy—A series of programs promoting education and literacy in our nation’s communities. 
• Patriotism—Resources, links, and program ideas designed to help Federation members raise awareness of flag protocol and promote patri-

otism in their communities. 
• Mamie Eisenhower Library Project—Fosters Republican philosophy and ideas through the donation of related books to libraries, schools, 

hospitals, and other institutions.  
• Other Programs—GFRW’s Americanism Committee works in conjunction with Liberty Day to sponsor Constitution Day in our schools.  

Community Projects Keep GFRW in Front of the Media 

Liberty Day Project 
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We promote membership in a  
variety of ways. . . 
through printed and Internet transmitted brochures,  
invitations to Reagan Club, directions for starting new 
clubs, the Pearls Award Program, paths to membership 
via the Web site, membership promotion articles in 
VOICES Magazine. 

 

 

Check one:
   ___ Reag

an Club Me
mbership $

100,  

 
      ___ GF

RW Sustaining
 Membersh

ip $25 

 
Name ____

_________
_________

_________
_________

_________
_ 

Club _____
_________

_________
_________

_________
_________

_ 

Address __
_________

_________
_________

_________
_________

_ 

City ______
_________

______Stat
e ____  ZIP

 _________
________ 

Telephone 
_________

_________
_________

_________
____ 

E-Mail Add
ress ______

_________
_________

_________
___ 

E-Mail Pref
erences:  

__ plain tex
t only, __ ric

h text color
,  

__PDF atta
chment, __

 WORD Attach
ment. 

 
Make your 

check paya
ble to GFRW

 and on the
 reference l

ine—write Reaga
n Club.  

Mail to:  
Wanda Duffie

 

4193 Day R
oad 

Martinez, G
A 30907 

Members of the Georgia Federation of  
Republican Women have the opportunity to 
become a member of the 2011 Ronald 
Reagan Club.  Memberships enable GFRW to 
achieve the organization’s goals for the  
Republican cause in Georgia.  Contributions 
make it possible for GFRW to: 
 
• Maintain the Web site, (www.gfrw.org) 
• Print educational materials 
• Post the on-line magazine . . . VOICES 
• Post E-news to e-mail addresses of  
      members and friends 
• Form new clubs and support existing 

clubs. 

The Membership Brochure for GFRW is avail-
able at meetings and can be copied from the 
Web site by clubs and members across the 
state.  The brochure gives reasons for being a 
Republican and outlines various ways  or 
paths by which women and men can become 
members.  Benefits of membership are listed 
and a brief history of the organization is pro-
vided. 
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 The Pearls Membership Program was established as 
an incentive to encourage membership and to recognize the 
hard work and efforts clubs make to help GFRW and the Re-
publican Party grow strong.  Why Pearls?  Pearls have been 
prized and collected for over 4000 years and are considered the 
world’s oldest gem.  And . . . Pearls are the foundation of every 
woman’s jewelry wardrobe. 

 
 
  

 The brainchild of Membership Chairman and GFRW 
Treasurer,  Sheila Galbreath of Savannah, a string of pearls is 
presented to clubs with the most membership  growth de-

pending on club size during a specified time frame.   The sea-
shell pearls are presented to clubs depending on the size of the 
club at the beginning of the time frame.  The small club cate-
gory has from 10 to 49 members.  The medium club category 
has members from 50 to 99 members, and the large club cate-
gory includes clubs with membership numbering over 100.  In 
each size category, the club showing the greatest increase in 
new members during the specified time frame wins the pearls 

In each issue of VOICES Magazine, 
GFRW members find articles to help  
promote membership at the local level.  
The key emphasis is to not only get local 
women interested in membership, but to 
also provide education regarding political 
issues and programs of the local club. 

GFRW’s up-to-date Web site  (www.gfrw.org) is a ready source 
when one seeks information about the state federation.  Inter-
ested visitors to the site find several avenues through which 
they can join the Federation and participate in a wide range of 
political activities.   
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The GFRW Public Relations Committee issues re-
leases to local news media prior to each GFRW 
event and board meeting.  Notices are sent via Con-
stant Contact and are posted on the GFRW web site. 

We provide public relations materials 
for our clubs as well as media and  
political partners 
via this portfolio/executive summary, a digital press kit avail-
able on our Web site, and  press releases prior to events. 

GFRW is committed to provid-
ing informative materials to our 
media and political partners  - 
materials that will educate and 
keep media representatives 
informed of our initiatives, 
programs, and  activities.  We 
hope this information portfo-
lio and accompanying media 
kit contains information you 

will find helpful in reporting activities of the Georgia 
Federation of Republican Women.  Press releases are 
sent prior to all meetings and events. 

The GFRW web site provides a listing of media contacts 
throughout the state.  Local clubs are encouraged to use 
ideas from this portfolio and to access current informa-
tion about GFRW.  In addition, “fill-in-the-blank” tem-
plates are provided on the web site for clubs to modify 
according to their own needs.   Through these resources, 
GFRW encourages greater communication with media 
throughout the state. 
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We build coalitions with  
other political groups . . .   
by showcasing and working with political office holders, state 
GOP leaders, county GOP leaders, other Republican auxilia-
ries.  We feature officeholders and representatives from other 
groups in discussions of issues.   

In addition to featuring political office holders 
and GOP leaders as program speakers, GFRW 
provides opportunities for them to share their 
issues and talking points in VOICES Magazine. 

Officeholders and representatives from 
other groups discuss issues. 
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The GFRW Web site (www.gfrw.org) shares announcements 
and information about news and meetings of other Republi-
can auxiliaries. 

The Web site provides contact information for our 
political partners throughout the state. 

The GFRW Web site provides a treasure 
trove of links to political officeholders, 
GOP leaders throughout the state and 
leaders in other political groups. 
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We showcase Federation leaders and 
elected Republican women 
National Federation leaders, state GOP leaders, and women office-
holders are right at home at 
GFRW events.   

Red Coat Day at the Capitol—a big opportunity for 
members of local  clubs  and the Federation to meet 
with their representatives and to receive recognition.  

Roswell City Councilwoman:  
Bettye Price  

Joyce Smith, NFRW 

Sue Everhart, GA GOP Chair 

Georgia  
Secretary of 

State:  
Karen Handel 

Babe Atkins-Byrne,  
2009 GFRW Woman of the Year 

GFRW Star Leaders 
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Access these files on www.gfrw.org.  
 
• Information page about the officers 
 
• Brief history of the organization  

   
• Fact sheet about the organization 
 
• Spotlight on the president   
 
• Membership brochure 
 
• Examples of  previous press release  
 
• Scrapbooks of events 
 
• Archived copies of VOICES Magazine  
 
• Newsletters     

   
• Articles by leaders   

 

 



19 



20 

 

GFRW Media Kit 
 
This Media Kit and accompanying materials are produced by the 
Georgia Federation of Republican Women’s Publications Com-
mittee and the Public Relations Committee.  We extend our 
thanks to the following GFRW members for help in producing this 
resource: 
 

Publications Committee 
Judy True, Chairman 

Melinda Mock, Vice Chairman 
Babe Atkins-Byrne 
Allie Gelineau 
Bobbie Frantz 
Sheila Galbreath 
Sherry Roedl 
Millie Rogers 
Ullainee Stokes 
Johnell Woody 

Suzi Voyles (Board Liaison) 
 

Public Relations Committee 
Mary Lou Berghel, Chairman 

20 

This Media Kit release is intended for use by the federation and its affiliates only.  Modeled after 
NFRW”s PRESS TIME, GFRW wishes to acknowledge the NFRW Public Relations Committee 

for the inspiration for this portfolio 
 

The accompanying promotional video features  
original music produced by HeartLight Recording Studios, CO. 

Media Portfolio Video produced by Sheila Galbreath 


