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C allaway Gardens was the place to be May 12-14 
for Georgia Federation of Republican Women’s Spring 
Board Meeting. In addition to the board meeting, other 
activities included:  educational workshops, a cookout 
and dancing by the pool, as well as  meetings with 
district directors and club presidents. More than 50 
members and other guests attended this fun-filled and 
educational weekend event. 
 
GFRW President Barbara Hickey kicked the weekend 
off May 12 with a welcome reception for members on 
the inn’s patio.  
 

Three educational workshops and meetings with district 
directors and presidents followed on May 13. 
Workshop facilitators for this board meeting were: 
 

 Linda Beggs (Linda Beggs & Associates), who 
spoke about emotional intelligence  

 Chip Lake (principal in the consulting firms, 
Glendale Strategies, Inc. and Twin Oaks Connect, 
Inc.), who spoke about running a successful 
grassroots campaign 

 Prisca Villa (Georgia Young Republicans), who 
spoke about social media. (Please look for her 
article in the next VOICES Magazine.)  

 

District directors had the opportunity to meet with 
GFRW’s three vice presidents: Sally Snyder, 1st vice 
president; Joyce Hinton, 2nd vice president; and, Cindy 
Theiler, 3rd vice president. Theiler shared GFRW’s 
2016 survey results and action items taken in response 
to the survey (see article about survey on page 11 in 
this issue). Hinton shared info about the National 
Federation of Republican Women’s awards for 2017, 
and Snyder discussed officer transition, building 
membership, and program planning.  
 
Hickey facilitated the club presidents’ meeting where 
presidents shared information about best practices  

and challenges. Theiler also shared survey results with 
this group. 
 
Following a full day of informative sessions, the 
organization’s Reagan Club members were treated to a 
special wine and cheese reception in one of the inn’s 
rooftop rooms with a scenic view of Callaway Gardens’ 
Robin Lake.  
 
Later that evening, all of the club’s members were 
treated to and enjoyed a delicious meal next to the 
inn’s pool. With perfect spring weather for the outdoor 
evening, a DJ entertained the group with music. As 
usual, many in the group had some great dance 
moves.   
  
On May 14, Harris County Commission Chair Harry 
Lange welcomed everyone to Callaway Gardens to 
kick off the group’s Spring Board Meeting. In addition to 
the usual board business, GFRW members and guests 
were privileged to hear from Georgia Attorney General 
Sam Olens and Remington Youngblood, founder of the 
non-profit organization Change 4 Georgia.  
 

(Continued on pg. 3) 

Keynote speaker Attorney General Sam Olens   
Photo by Judy True.  

By Cindy Theiler 
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FOCUS Newsletter  
 

Cindy Theiler —  FOCUS editor and 
                              associate editor, VOICES   
               Magazine 
Sherry Roedl —  VOICES Magazine editor and 
               GFRW publications committee 
               chair         
Judy True —        Layout and design editor and  
                              editor-in-chief, VOICES       
               Publications 
Bobbie Frantz — Editor of digital media   
Judy True —        Photos  
 

This online newsletter, containing GFRW and club 
news, is published three times per year. The 
newsletter committee invites you to submit your ideas 
for topics and club news to include in upcoming 
editions.  Please send items to FOCUS editor at 
cindy.theiler1@gmail.com.  This is your publication; 

we welcome your suggestions and input. 

Disclaimer: Bylined articles represent the opinions of the 
authors and not necessarily those of GFRW, VOICES 

Publications, or that of the FOCUS Newsletter staff. 

By Barbara Hickey 

What a wonderful honor to look out at positive, 
enthusiastic, caring Republican women at our Spring 
Board Meeting at Callaway Gardens last month. Your 
presence inspired me to ensure that every meeting we 
have will be one that you can feel empowered and educated and, at the same time,              
improve your dancing skills.   
 

From  our presidents’ and district directors’ meetings, we learned about your successes              
and concerns and, hopefully, opened the door to your communication with other clubs. As  
Republicans, we are all in this together. 
 

The campaign success, the emotional quotient, and social media workshops helped to       
enlighten us to do a great job of following a campaign plan, work with our campaign        
volunteers, and use social media to get out our message. 
 

Several years ago, I had the opportunity to attend the National Federation of Republican   
Women’s Campaign School and was struck by campaign events and the opportunities                
that we often do not realize will lead to a better understanding of the Republican Party and          
our values. 
 

With such a chaotic presidential primary campaign season, I was struck by the talk at our       
Winter Board Meeting by luncheon speaker, Scott Pederson. His initiative, Positive American    
Day, is scheduled for Oct. 9 and, thankfully, you embraced it at our 2016 Spring Board Meeting.  
 

I so believe that if we do the following, we will have a great pre-election event and put to rest      
any misconception that voters may have acquired from the debates or the interviews of our 
Republican candidates. These tips include: 
 

 Get your members on board and help them to see that Positive American Day will be a       

two-hour event that will change the course of the election. People are tired of negativity! 

 Find a place to hold a Positive American Day rally. 

 Contact pastors of local churches and ask them to not only speak about positive     

Americans, but also invite their congregations to attend your rally. 

 Contact your public officials and invite them to participate by reading a proclamation,             

or just telling why they believe America is a great country and why we should work to      

protect its future. 

 Candidates should speak, but can only say, “I am Joe Brown and I am running for (name    

the position) and then why they love their country or what America has done for the world.  

 Contact military and public safety personnel and invite them to attend as they are part of    

why we are so proud of our country. 

 Put your “brand” on this event and make it the success that you have every day when 

spreading the news that “the Republican Party is the best vehicle for bringing ideals into 

positive and successful principles.” 

 

Together we can make a difference!  
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Callaway Board Meeting 
(continued from pg. 1) 

 
Treasurer Billie Dendy provided a treasurer’s report and responded    
to questions about the club’s finances. GFRW currently has 613 
members and 26 clubs. 
 
Olens, who was recently named Georgia Trend Magazine’s Georgian 
of the Year, spoke about his efforts to increase the amount of jail    
time for those offenders who are involved as buyers and sellers in   
sex trafficking and to educate health care workers and judges about 
how  to handle such cases. He also briefly discussed the upcoming 
presidential election and encouraged members to not be angry.  
“Anger doesn’t win the election; Republicans need to get rid of their 
anger.” The next president will choose four or five (Supreme Court) 
judges out of nine who could serve a minimum of 20 years. 
 
Another speaker — ninth-grader Remington Youngblood — got 
involved in community service when he was in the third grade.  
Because there were very few opportunities available for 10-year-old-
students at that time, he started his own non-profit organization to get 
students involved in community service.  He said Change 4 Georgia 
has inspired thousands of students to get involved in community 
service. 
 
During the board meeting, committee chairs had an opportunity to 
share committee reports (see reports on page 12). In addition, Hickey 
recognized several club members for their service. She presented 
special awards to past GFRW President Emma Hinesley for starting 
the Reagan Club and to Judy True, VOICES Publications editor-in-

chief, for creating VOICES Magazine. Hickey also recognized Sherry 
Roedl, Bobbie Frantz, Ullainee Stokes, and Theiler for their support of 
GFRW”s various publications.  
 
Hickey also announced that GFRW’s executive board had voted to 
support GFRW’s involvement in Positive American Day on Sunday, 
Oct. 9. It’s an opportunity to bring the country together one month out 
from the country’s general election in November and for churches 
throughout our communities to honor veterans and public safety 
officials and participate in positive acts of service. (See tips on 
promoting Positive American Day on GFRW's website.) 
 
In other business, the board voted to authorize the GFRW executive 
committee to make contact within 30 days (from May 14 to on or 
before June 15) with the appropriate parties who have had any 
involvement in the GFRW financials during the years of 2010 through 
2014 to include but not limited to Sheila Galbreath. The purpose of the 
contact is to request a face-to-face meeting to conduct an internal 
financial review of the GFRW checkbooks, receipts, and other financial 
bookkeeping for the years of 2010 through 2014. If the meeting either 
fails to be scheduled by June 15, or if any of the involved parties fail to 
attend the meeting, then the executive committee will handle in a 
manner that it deems appropriate. 
 
After the close of board meeting business, attendees were treated to a 
luncheon featuring a presentation on the proposed fair tax.  
 
Please mark your calendar now for GFRW’s Fall Board Meeting 
scheduled for Sept. 8-10 in Augusta. 
 

(Photos continued on pg. 4) 

 

 

http://www.gfrw.org


4  

 4 

 Biennial Conven-

Newsletter 
FEDERATION 

Vol. 1 Is- sue  1   Fall, 
015 

 
(Continued from pg. 3) 

  

Positive American Day  
GFRW’s board of directors voted to approve the organization’s participation 
in Positive American Day on Oct. 9. It will be an opportunity to bring the 
country together one month out from the 2016 general election. See 
www.gfrw.org for more details about how your club can participate or 
www.positiveamerican.com for more information about the initiative. You 
may also contact Barbara Hickey, GFRW’s president, at 
esatlanta@bellsouth.net or call 404-276-0808.  
 

http://www.gfrw.org
http://www.positiveamerican.com
mailto:esatlanta@bellsouth.net
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FEDERATION 

 

 

(Pictured L to R) 
Top row —  Attorney General Sam Olens,  Prisca Villa of GA Young Republicans. 
Middle row —  Harris County Commission Chair Harry Lange,  Phil Hinson of Georgians for Fair Taxation. 
Bottom row —  Chip Lake of  Glendale Strategies, Linda Beggs of Linda Beggs & Associates,  Remington Youngblood of Change 4 Georgia 

 

5 

 

During the board meeting, Barbara Hickey recognized Emma Hinesley, a 
GFRW past president, for her work in starting the Reagan Club.  Over the 
years, it has been a fundraising arm of GFRW.  Reagan Club dues provide 
GFRW with additional funds to better promote the ideals espoused by Ronald 
Reagan and the Republican Party.  
 

Also recognized was Judy True, VOICES Publications editor-in-chief, for 
creating VOICES Magazine.  Hickey recognized other VOICES Publications 
staff members Sherry Roedl, Bobbie Frantz, Ullainee Stokes, and Cindy Theiler 
for their support of GFRW through VOICES Magazine, VOICESmail, and 
FOCUS Newsletter. 

Pictured L to R:  Theiler, True, Frantz, Stokes Pictured:  Emma Hinesley 
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See what some of our clubs have been up to.  Please share 
your club news so we all can learn from each other.  Please 
send your items to cindy.theiler1@gmail.com.  

 

 
 
 
 
Coastal Republican Women’s Club  
 
Coastal Republican Women’s Club hosted 
local candidates seeking public office at its 
meetings in March, April, and May. The club 
hosted a meet and greet on April 30 to attract 
new members and interact with candidates. 
The club’s annual fashion show is scheduled 
for Oct. 22; Belk’s will again sponsor the 
event. All members are asked to participate in 
this fundraiser.  

- Submitted by Gussie Gammon 
 

 
Coweta County Republican Women’s 
Club 
 
Coweta County Republican Women’s Club 
hosted numerous candidates for county, 
state, and federal positions at its April 21 
meeting.  

        - Submitted by Mary Chase 
 

 
Foothills Republican Women  
 
In coordination with the Dawson County 
Republican Party and Dawson County Tea 
Party, Foothills Republican Women hosted a 
meet and greet the candidates event on April 
26 in Dawson County. Local candidates 
seeking office in the primary and general 
election were invited to participate.  

- Submitted by Sharon Keating 
 

 
 

 

Greater Columbia Republican Women  
(Pictured L to R) Jackson, Wiltse, Patti Balfour, 

Heather Martin, and Marina Shurley   
 
Four members of Greater Columbia County 
Republican Women (GCCRW) made a mini 
lobbying trip to the Georgia Capitol on Feb. 
23. We met with senators Bill Jackson and 
Jesse Stone, and representatives Barry 
Fleming and Jodi Lott (a long-time GCCRW 
member who was elected to the Georgia 
House in a special election last year).  We 
visited Sen. Tyler Harper and stopped by Lt. 
Gov. Cagle’s office and Sen. (President Pro 
Tem) David Shaefer’s office to help push SR 
675 and SB 6 for a vote. According to a post 
on the Dustin Inman Society blog, “These 
determined ladies drove all the way from 
Augusta to Atlanta for the day for no other 
reason than to explain to the Republican 
legislators their educated desire that we stop 
giving drivers licenses to illegal aliens (SB6) 
and that the Republicans pass Senator Josh 
McKoon’s SR 675, which will allow all 
Georgians to vote in November on amending 
the Georgia constitution to make English the 
official language of government and to end 
the Tower of Babel policy of giving our written 
drivers license exam in 11 languages.” 

- Submitted by YeSun Wiltse 

Greater Fayette Republican Women’s 
Club  

Greater Fayette Republican Women’s Club’s 
decorated campaign rally site  

Collecting money for food at rally 

 
The Greater Fayette Republican Women's 
Club held a campaign rally for Republican 
candidates on April 30 in downtown 
Fayetteville. More than two dozen local 
candidates and campaign teams set up tables 
and gave speeches. We also sold hot dogs 
and brought in an ice cream truck and 
balloons for the kids. It was a lot of fun and 
we look forward to hosting another campaign 
rally next year. 

- Submitted by Leah Williamson 
 
 

mailto:cindy.theiler1@gmail.com
http://www.house.ga.gov/Representatives/en-US/member.aspx?Member=101&Session=24
http://www.house.ga.gov/Representatives/en-US/member.aspx?Member=101&Session=24
http://www.house.ga.gov/Representatives/en-US/member.aspx?Member=4879&Session=24
https://ltgov.georgia.gov/contact-lt-governor
https://ltgov.georgia.gov/contact-lt-governor
http://www.senate.ga.gov/senators/en-US/member.aspx?Member=42&Session=24
http://www.thedustininmansociety.org/blog/?p=6158
http://www.thedustininmansociety.org/blog/?p=6175
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 Gwinnett Republican Women’s Club  

Pictured sitting L to R:  Murphy, Boyce, Clark, and Brown. Pictured 
standing L to R:  Field, Schrader, Unterman, Szabo, Howard, and 
Delphina Byrd, GRWC vice president. Not present in the picture, but 
honored, were Nash and Chandler. 
 
The Gwinnett Republican Women’s club honored 10 outstanding,    
elected Republican women with a reception and certificate of    
appreciation on April 11. A brief biography of each honoree was given   
and it was a proud moment when Carol Field, Gwinnett RWC president, 
thanked each one for their accomplishments in their elected positions   
and also for the active role they play in our community. Those honored 
were: Sen. Renee Unterman, State Rep. Valerie Clark, State Rep. Joyce 
Chandler, Gwinnett Board of Commissioners Chairman Charlotte Nash, 
Judge Carla Brown, Judge Kathy Schrader, Gwinnett Commissioner 
Lynette Howard, Gwinnett School Board members Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
and Carole Boyce, and Solicitor General Rosanna Szabo. We look  
forward to this being an  annual event because we know so many more 
women deserve this acknowledgement. We have agreed as a club that  
we will be more active in supporting women in politics. 
 
The Gwinnett Republican Women have also formed a legislative 
committee for the purpose of informing members about bills or resolutions 
coming before the Georgia House of Representatives or Senate that are of 
interest. While we cannot address every bill or resolution, with help from 
state Rep. Valerie Clark and Sen. Renee Unterman we can choose those 
that affect us as individuals and as a club. Some examples of bills we 
researched this past session were: H.B. 757 (the religious liberty bill), H.B. 
849 (unisex in public accommodations) and H.B. 1058 (aids and children). 
We send our membership surveys on bills we think are important and ask 
them to vote on whether they support them or not. We also encourage our 
members to research bills or resolutions on their own and communicate 
their results with the committee.   
 
Some of the tools we used when starting our committee were:  “How a Bill 
Is Passed in the Georgia Legislature and Georgia General Assembly” and 
“Tracking a Bill Through the General Assembly.” We are fortunate to have 
both Unterman and Clark helping us to establish our committee and 
sharing their expertise. As a club, we know that the more voices heard can 
make a difference in the outcome of a bill or resolution.    

- Submitted by Carol Field 
 

Haralson County Republican Women 

More than 80 people attended HCRW’s County 
Delegate Night.  Sherri Mobley (R) was one of the 
speakers. 
 
 
The Haralson County Republican Women started off the year with just 
enough members to retain an official charter. Since that time, HCRW 
membership has doubled. The best surprise occurred during our April 
meeting when more than 80 individuals attended a very successful County 
Delegate Night. However, we are most proud of HCRW Secretary Sherri 
Mobley, who was one of the guest speakers at the event. She is running 
unopposed for Haralson County tax commissioner. 

- Submitted by Victoria Gunther 
 

Middle Georgia RWC installation  

Barbara Hickey (far left) performed the installation of officers earlier this 
year for Middle Georgia Republican Women’s Club. Officers next to Hickey 
are (L to R): Elaine Pritchard, president; Jo Drinkhahn, vice president; 
Frankie Ross, secretary; Michelle Miller, treasurer; and Barbara Bell, 
assistant treasurer.  

     - Submitted by Donna Sant 
  

 

 
Encourage your club members to sign up for NFRW’s free email 
network. This is NFRW’s primary means to communicate with 
members. It’s easy to sign up if they aren’t already signed up.  Click: 
https://www.nfrw.org/user/login?destination=node/16  

https://www.nfrw.org/user/login?destination=node/16
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Cobb County Republican Women ‘s Club 

CCRWC hosted a St. Patrick’s Day Mix ‘n Mingle for members and guests in 
March to help create enthusiasm for its candidate forums in April. Pictured L 
to R: Laurie Padgett, Wynn McCurdy, Rose Wing, Barbara Hickey, and 

Johnell Woody. 
 
The Cobb County Republican Women's Club hosted three candidate 
forums in April to allow candidates seeking upcoming election the 
opportunity to inform and interact with voters.  
 
As one of the largest Republican Women's groups in the state of 
Georgia, the CCRWC seeks to add to the wonderful fabric of the 
community by keeping voters informed about all upcoming elections. 
The goal to educate voters is achieved by equipping them with 
information garnered from the candidates about issues that matter.  
 
This has been a time-honored tradition of the CCRWC for almost 20 
years. In the mid-90s, two veteran members of the CCRWC -- Rose 
Wing and Millie Rogers --  originated the idea that a forum would be 
the best way for voters to have face-to-face time with candidates.  
 
Each forum, hosted in the Cobb County Commission meeting room, 
is an exciting event. It takes a lot of work to pull together the 
volunteers, audience, and candidates to film a seamless event that is 
televised live on Channel 23.  (See more of Childers’ article and tips 
in GFRW’s The Winning Ways at   http://www.gfrw.org/) 

  - Miranda Childers, CCRWC Publications chair 
 
 

Cobb County Republican Women’s Club —  
Social Media Workshop 
 
The Cobb County Republican Women’s Club (www.ccrwc.org) 
held a 2.5 hour social media workshop last December with 
about 25 people in attendance, including a few candidates who 
were running for local office. 
 
The goal of the workshop was to help members and 
associates understand the power of using social media to 
promote relationship building and sharing. By learning to use 
social media effectively, we can help Republicans get elected 
at the local, state, and federal levels. It is said, “We don’t have 

a choice on whether we do social media. The question is how 
well we do it.”  To understand how social media has exploded 
and its impact on society, please watch this 2:18 video:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jottDMuLesU. 
 
You can print the workbook and walk through the steps at your 
own pace by clicking CCRWC Social Media Workbook.  Be 
sure to jump right in and join the conversation using various 
forms of social media to get your message out and to promote 
Republican values and principles. 

- Submitted by Mary Van Brink 
 
Connect:  Facebook:  Mary Van Brink, Cobb County 
Republican Women’s Club, and Recipe Hounds / Twitter:  
@MaryVanBrink / Instagram:  mrvanbrink 
 
[See the summer issue of VOICES Magazine for  Mary Van 
Brink’s tips on hosting a social media workshop.] 
 
 
Central DeKalb Republican 
Women 
 
Bobbie Frantz, president of Central 
DeKalb Republican Women, former 
GFRW secretary and a member of 
GFRW’s VOICES Publications 
team, was selected as the recipient 
of the 6th District’s Sue Everhart 
Award for Woman of the Year at its 
meeting in April. She was also 
selected as one of Georgia’s 16 
electors who will cast their votes for 
the Republican presidential party nominee   at the national 
convention in July.  Each state is granted a number of electors equal 
to their number of U.S. senators and congressmen. Republican and 
Democrat parties each choose 16. Georgia GOP’s executive 
committee selected Georgia’s Republican electors. Electors’ names 
will appear on the general election ballot of their party.  All of the 
electors are known as the Electoral College.  According to Frantz, 
electors will meet in early December to cast their votes. Frantz said 
she is “truly honored to be chosen as one of 16 from Georgia.”  

Republican Women of Henry County 
On March 21, Republican Women of Henry County held a forum with 
candidates for Henry County commissioners (District 1 and 2) and 
chair, and school board candidates. The forum, which was moderated 
by retired State Representative Steve Davis, had a great turnout. The 
club then held a membership luncheon for potential new members at 
the GOP headquarters in McDonough; a couple candidates for election 
were speakers for the event. Public Service Commissioner Tim Echols 
was the guest speaker at the club’s regular April meeting. The club’s 
annual fundraiser – a spring luncheon and fashion show – was held 
April 23 at the Geranium House in McDonough. 

- Submitted by Eleanor Toppins 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jottDMuLesU
http://www.ccrwc.org/docs/CCRWC-Social-Media-Workbook_12-02-2015.pdf
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A GFRW 9th District Workshop 

By Judy True, 9th District Director 

Keynote Speaker Mark Rountree 

O n a sunny, Saturday morning (April 23), club 
leaders from across the 9th Congressional District 
and neighboring 7th district motored to the new 
Milton Martin Toyota dealership on I-985 for a 
leadership workshop. Held in the dealership’s 
state-of-the-art conference room, the workshop 
featured three topics requested by club leaders. 
These topics were:  
 

 Social media, conducted by Georgia Young 
Republicans Treasurer Prisca Villa 

 Ideas for clubs at election time, conducted 
by Judy True 

 Electing Republicans in changing demo-
graphics, conducted by Mark Rountree 
  

Hosted by the Republican Women of Hall (RWH), 
the program was coordinated by Martha Zoller -- 
the club’s immediate past president, moderated 
by Lauren Bell -- current president, and facilitated 
by True. Following check-in and an opportunity to 
meet and greet, attendees settled in for the 
Power Point workshop sessions, interspersed 
with photo opportunities and door prizes. The 

catered luncheon was from Two Dog Café, a 
popular local restaurant in downtown Gainesville, 
and was sponsored by Butch Miller, candidate for 
the Georgia state senate.    
    
GFRW President Barbara Hickey and First Vice 
President Sally Snyder were on hand to meet 
club leaders.  Snyder welcomed attendees on 
behalf of GFRW. Hickey gave the invocation and 
kicked off the sharing session during which club 
leaders described their most successful 
programs and projects. Club officers in the 
spotlight for the sharing time included: Sharon 
Keating, vice president of Foothills Republican 
Women; Molly Cooper, president of Forsyth 
Republican Women; Candy Cordella, treasurer of 
Republican Women Federated of Habersham 
County; Donna Towery, secretary of North 
Georgia Republican Women; Lauren Hall, 
president of the Republican Women of Hall; and, 
Carol Field, president of Gwinnett Republican 
Women.  
  
The event ended with attendees completing 
evaluations of the workshop. Their personal 

comments reflected the success of the workshop 
(i.e., great resources; speakers were informative 
and engaging; workshops were timely and full of 
organized instructions; great lunch; felt we were 
becoming a real team; and, friendly atmosphere). 
Workshop planners found particularly interesting 
the responses indicating what attendees would 
like featured in future workshops. They included: 
program topics/speakers to promote club 
attendance; how to find new members and retain 
existing members; new officer orientation; how to 
work with local GOPs; how to identify good 
community service projects for the club; and,  
how to find a place for young women in local 
clubs. 
 
Every club leader received a USB drive 
containing a wide variety of how to articles, 
sample forms and directions, as well as NFRW 
handbooks for leadership and membership 
development. VOICES Publication’s new 
offering, the Winning Ways Guide, was also 
included on the drive. 
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District 3  
Grace Dee Carlson  

Carlson, a Coweta County resident, has been 
actively involved with political campaigns and 
Republican women's clubs in every state in 
which she resided during her years of relocation. 
She has volunteered, served on committees, 
chaired committees, and served as president of 
some of these clubs. Carlson said she has 
always been comfortable in expressing an 
opinion, because she felt her strongest input 
could possibly be an idea. This is her second 
term representing the 3rd District and she says 

she has found it very hard to find the days and time to fulfill her duties 
because of this being an election year.  She believes "all politics are local."  
    
District 7 
Linda Williams  

Since retiring from teaching and moving to 
Gwinnett County in 2001, Linda Williams has 
been active in the Republican Party. She has 
served several years as secretary for the   
Gwinnett Republican Women.  She currently 
serves as a district director–at-large for the 
Gwinnett County Republican Party. During this 
time, she has volunteered on various 
committees and served as Gwinnett County's   
co-chair for Sen. David Perdue's campaign in 
2014. She is a member of the Gwinnett County 
GOP and has served as precinct secretary and 

delegate to county, district, and state conventions. She is program chair for 
the GFRW. In addition, she was an officer in the Baton Rouge Republican 
Women's Club and attended the 2000 National Republican Convention as a 
guest of the Louisiana delegation. 
 
District 8  
Elaine Pritchard  

Elaine Pritchard grew up in Atlanta, the daughter 
of a Delta Air Lines captain. She and her family 
have lived in Warner Robins for more than 40 
years where she first became involved in 
Republican politics—campaigning for their 
Houston County hometown guy, former Georgia 
Gov. Sonny Perdue. She currently serves as 
president of Middle Georgia Republican Women 
and previously served as secretary and two 
terms as vice president. In addition to serving as 
8th district director, she has served as a member 
of the sergeant-at-arms committee for several  
 

years. Pritchard is on the executive board of Houston GOP, event planning 
with 8th District, and the state GOP committee. Her real claim to fame is as 
the “Fish Fry” lady for the Middle Georgia event she has helped coordinate 
for 12 years. Working with young ladies in scholarship pageants is her 
ministry. Pritchard is a partner and vice president/chief financial officer with 
Donaldson, Garrett & Associates, Inc., a professional land-surveying firm in 
Macon and Charlotte. 
  
District 9  
Dr. Judy True  

A member of the GFRW board since 2003, True 
served as 1st vice president, publications 
committee chair, and editor of VOICES 
Magazine prior to becoming 9th district director.  
As the current editor-in-chief of VOICES 
Publications, she provides oversight for the 
magazine, FOCUS Newsletter, VOICESmail, 
and other publications under the VOICES 
banner. Active on the NFRW board, True 
currently chairs the president’s special projects 
committee and was previously a vice chair of 
the public relations committee. Residing in 

Gainesville, she belongs to the Republican Women of Hall and is an officer 
in the Hall County GOP. Prior to retiring as a professor at the University of 
North Georgia, True’s volunteer work centered on the International Reading 
Association in which she was Georgia state coordinator and the southeast 
representative to the International Membership and Organization 
Committee. As an association spokesperson, she conducted leadership 
workshops at international conventions and coordinated membership and 
marketing activities throughout 13 southeastern states. 
 
District 11 
Rosan Hall  

A member of the Cobb County Republican 
Women’s Club since 2002, Rosan Hall has 
served as its president two times -- in 2007 and 
2015. In addition to serving as GFRW’s district 
director, she also chairs its Reagan Club and 
previously served as publicity chair in 2012-
2013. A realtor since 1991, she is active in 
numerous local organizations, and currently 
serves as chair of North Metro Women’s 
Connection and board member on the YMCA 
of North Georgia. In 2015, the Cobb County 
Chamber of Commerce selected her as its East 
Cobb Area Chamber Citizen of the Year. She 
has also received CCRWC club awards. 

 
 

2016—2017 
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District 12  
Dr. Alice Frye  

Dr. Alice M. Frye is the immediate past president 
and the newsletter editor of the Central 
Savannah River Area Republican Women’s 
Club. She also volunteers with the 12th District 
GaGOP, recently recruiting volunteers for the 
GaGOP convention in Augusta. In the past, 
she worked the phone banks at the 12th district 
headquarters for various Republican 
candidates. Frye, who retired from Augusta 
Technical College as vice president of Academic 
Affairs, currently works part-time as a clinical 

nursing instructor and lectures students on leadership and management. 
Originally from Memphis, Tenn., she has lived in the Augusta area since 1975. 
An active hiker, kayaker, and bike rider, she is trying to hike in all the national 
parks (has completed 13) and at least 10 miles on the Appalachian Trail in 
each state (has completed Georgia, Tennessee, North Carolina, and Virginia).  
 
District 14 
Lydia Hallmark  

Since co-founding the Paulding County 
Republican Women’s Club in 2008, Hallmark 
has served on its executive committee as 
treasurer (2008) and corresponding secretary 
(2010-2012). She served as GFRW’s 
assistant treasurer (2013-2015), and its 
Mamie Eisenhower Chair (2011-2013). She 
has served as an officer with the Paulding 
County Republican Party (PCRP) in 2006-
2008 and is an at-large member of the County 
Committee. She was the recipient of the 2011 
PCRP Grassroots Volunteer of the Year 
award and the 2015 Betty Finch Lifetime 

Achievement award. Hallmark is a member of the Paulding County RWC and 
the Cobb and Paulding counties’ Republican Party. In addition, she is an 
associate member of the Cobb County RWC, Floyd County RW, and Harrison 
County RW. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

R esults from GFRW’s survey completed earlier this year are in. 
While the results are good, there is always room for improvement. 
That’s why the club’s leadership is already moving forward to 
implement action items suggested by members who completed the 
survey. 
 

The survey, which was completed by 81 members, focused on how 
GFRW was fulfilling its mission, its communications, board meeting 
attendance and locations, programs, membership (tools and support), 
and committee volunteer opportunities.  
 

Some key results:  

 On a scale of 1 to 10 with 10 as best, 84 percent of participants 
rated GFRW a “6” or higher for fulfilling its mission. 

 Communications received overall good ratings, but said these 
must be read to be useful.  

 Location choices for board meetings varied with north Atlanta 
and Lake Lanier the two top choices. Main suggestion was to 
move meetings around and keep costs low. Respondents (63 
percent) said they don’t attend these meetings because they did 
not know they were invited and/or speakers/workshops did not 
interest them. 

 Survey respondents wanted more “how to” programs as 
evidenced by program topic results. Top vote-getters for topics 
were campaign activities, member communications, leadership 
development, program planning, and publicity/public relations. 

 When asked if GFRW is providing needed tools and services to 
clubs and members, 68 percent responded yes. Comments 
included that GFRW leadership should be more visible with local 
clubs and provide training for presidents and district directors. 

 

Actions to date: 
GFRW leadership has reviewed the results with club presidents and 
district directors and all are already hard at work this year enhancing 
our organization for its members and clubs.  
 

Some actions include: 

 GFRW president and other officers visiting clubs 

 Enhancing communications and public relations 

 Moving board meeting locations around the state and striving to 
keep costs low for those attending 

 Focusing on offering desired programs, including member 
communications/social media, leadership development, and 
campaign activities 

 Providing training for presidents and district directors 
 
If you have any additional suggestions for improving our clubs and 
organization, please contact cindy.theiler1@gmail.com. 
 

- Submitted by Cindy Theiler 
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Americanism Committee 
President Thomas Jefferson once said, "The greatest danger to     
American Freedom is a government that ignores the Constitution.” This is 
one of the main reasons for our clubs to unite in helping to distribute U.S. 
Constitution booklets to our Georgia public school students on Constitution 
Day, Sept. 17.  
 

If we do not start educating our children and planting the seed of 
knowledge about the Constitution at an early age, we may lose a young 
generation. This is our time to come together and cultivate the seed that 
was already planted and continue the effort to educate. It is never too early 
to start this education. Please join us today.  
 

Please contact me at 770-265-4949 or damarisdgay@comcast.net about 
getting involved. 
  
Thank you for participating in keeping the Constitution alive. 

- Submitted by Dee Gay, Americanism Committee chair 
 

Protocol Committee  
As part of GFRW’s policies and standing rules, the protocol committee 
chair is expected to give a protocol tip at each board meeting. Since there 
are several upcoming dates that provide opportunities to fly the American 
flag, below are some tips for flying the flag and when to display it.  
 
When to fly the flag: 

 Peace Officers Memorial Day (in May) 

 Armed Forces Day (third Saturday in May) 

 Memorial Day (last Monday in May) 

 Flag Day (June 14) 

 Independence Day (July 4) 

 Korean War Veterans Day (July 27) 

 Labor Day (first Monday in September) 

 Citizenship Day, Air Force Day, and Constitution Day (Sept. 17) 
 
Position and Manner of Display: 

 When used on a speaker’s platform, the flag, if displayed flat, should 
be displayed about and behind the speaker. 

 When displayed from a staff in a public auditorium, the U.S. flag holds 
the position of superior prominence in front of the audience and in the 
position of honor at the speaker’s right as he/she faces the audience. 

 No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same 
level, to the right of the American flag. 

 
While reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag: 

 Stand at attention. 

 Face the flag with right hand over the heart. 

 
Conduct during the playing of the National Anthem when the flag is 
displayed: 

 Stand at attention. 

 Face the flag with right hand over the heart. 

 Stay in this position until the last note of the national anthem is played.  

 If the flag is not displayed during the national anthem, then turn toward 
the music and act in the same manner as though the flag was 
displayed. 

 This same protocol is followed anytime the flag passes in view. 
- Submitted by Millie Rogers, Protocol Committee chair 

 

Publications Committee  
The Publications Committee recently formed a Reader’s Committee to 
review various articles from multiple Internet news sources.  These articles 
are selected by the managing director of VOICES Publications.  Members 
of the readers committee review the suggested articles for content and 
determine if the article(s) would be of interest and/or are educational to our 
readership. If accepted, the articles are posted in VOICESmail “News You 
Can Use.” If interested in becoming part of the VOICES Publications team, 
please contact smroedl@gmail.com. 

- Submitted by Sherry Roedl, Publications Committee chair 

Public Relations Committee  
GFRW’s PR Committee has initiated an action plan with Publications Chair 
Sherry Roedl and 3rd Vice President Cindy Theiler to prepare and apply for 
the NFRW Public Relations award in 2017. We want to bring the NFRW PR 
Award back to Georgia that it won in 2011. Having seen what went into the 
presentation, the thought can be a bit intimidating, but with your help, we’re 
going to succeed and GFRW will bring home the award! Thank you to all of 
the clubs that sent in information about their activities so far this year. 
Please continue to send your internal and external publicity about club 
events to cindy.theiler1@gmail.com or Jeanne.billa@gmail.com; these will 
be part of the award submission.  
 
In addition, we have:  

 Developed a PR strategic plan for 2016. 

 Developed a membership card that clubs can customize to distribute 
to prospective members. 

 Developed and continue to grow a media contact list for the state. 
Striving to grow our relationship with Teenage Republicans (TARs) 
Young Republicans, etc. 

 Set a challenge to all of our clubs to help double our GFRW shares 
and likes on Facebook and Twitter.  (Editor’s note: since our Spring 
Board Meeting, we’ve already had a 142 percent uptick in total reach 
and 227 percent increase in people engaged on GFRW’s Facebook 
page.)  

 Set a goal to submit three YouTube videos during 2016-2017 
- Submitted by Jeanne Billa, PR Committee chair 

  

mailto:damarisdgay@comcast.net
mailto:cindy.theiler1@gmail.com
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Membership Resource Available for Potential New Members 
 

Are your clubs and members in need of some communication to personally share 
with potential new members? If so, GFRW has just the resource for you. GFRW has 
developed a template for a two-sided card that includes club name and contact 
information and reasons to join one of GFRW’s local clubs. Clubs can customize this 
card with their club name and contact information and make these cards available 
for members’ use. It’s a great resource to inexpensively reproduce and have 
available at fairs or other recruiting functions, or even when your members bump 
into a prospective member in their local grocery store. Look for this resource on 
GFRW’s members only page at http://www.gfrw.org. If you have any questions, 
contact cindy.theiler1@gmail.com.  
 

What To Do With Club Brochures and Applications  
  
National Federation of Republican Women Membership Committee 
Chair Roseann Slonsky-Breault offers these timely reminders for building 
membership.  
 

Presidential election years are a great opportunity to recruit new members so always 
carry your club brochures and applications especially when doing campaign 
work! Have your club's brochure at Republican political offices and Republican 
County offices especially during campaign times. A lot of volunteers drop in!! To 
increase our membership we need to get our message out and be visible! 
 

Be sure all of your elected Republican officials are members or associate members 
of your club. If they are not, invite them to join and remind them about all the work 
your club does for our Republican candidates and elected officials. Invite the wives 
of your Republican officials to be members. Make them feel welcome and ask them 
to speak to the club on different issues. 
 

A Potential Theater Event for Your Club: 
Check your theater openings!  
 

Four years ago, journalist Dinesh D'Souza exposed President Barack Obama with 
his movie, 2016: Obama's America. That film made some very specific predictions 
about Obama that have all come true. 
 

His new film on Hillary Clinton and the Democrats opens nationwide around the time 
of the Democratic National Convention. Great timing! It is an effective counter to the 
propaganda the Democrats will put out that week — and through the general 
election.  
 

Watch the trailer and share it with your friends. Consider organizing a theater event 
for your club or state federation.  If you have any other questions, contact Debbie 
D'Souza at debbie@dineshdsouza.com. 
 

  

Leadership Development Committee  
The key to successful leadership is knowledge. 
The women who are members of the Georgia Federation of 
Republican Women lead in the political arenas of Georgia. 
Although not all are natural born leaders, many leadership 
skills can be learned. None of us is so skilled that there is 
nothing more to be learned. 
 
In response to membership surveys, the leadership 
development committee is offering a GFRW Leadership 
Certificate. Toward that end, the first two in a series of four 
workshops were presented at GFRW board meetings to-date 
this year. These workshops are designed to develop the 
leader in us so that we may develop the leaders around us. 
 
The first workshop in February — “Leading Together” — 
examined the definition of leadership and provided an 
overview of leadership theories. Participants reviewed the 
levels of leadership, personality types, and communication 
styles. 
 
The second workshop —-“EQi” — provided insight to 
emotional intelligence, relating to self and understanding 
others. In this workshop in May, participants self-assessed 
strengths and areas in which to improve.   
 
The next workshops will cover teambuilding, mentoring, and 
delegation with an open ear for topics the membership would 
like to see offered. A workshop is planned for each board 
meeting. 
 
The first workshop will be re-offered for those who missed 
the class in February and wish to obtain the GFRW 
Leadership Certificate. Program graduation is scheduled 
during GFRW’s biennial convention. 
 
Some are born leaders; some learn to be effective leaders. 
All can become better, higher level leaders. Join your 
leadership development committee workshops to gain the 
knowledge to become a better leader. 
                                                -Submitted by Johnell Woody, 

Leadership Development Committee chair  

 

http://www.gfrw.org/
mailto:cindy.theiler1@gmail.com
mailto:debbie@dineshdsouza.com
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2016 Members 

Individuals 

 JoAnn Birrell 
 Bobbie Frantz 
 Gussie Gammon 
 Jim Hall 
 Rosan Hall  
 Lydia Hallmark 
 Barbara Hickey 
 Jim Hickey 
 Margie Medlin 
 Toria Morgan 
 Denise Ognio 
 Millie Rogers 
 Varie Rustin 
 Sara (Sally) Snyder 

 Ullainee Stokes 
 Cindy Theiler 
 Judy True 
 Linda Williams 
 Rose Wing 
 
Clubs 
 Coastal RWC 
 Cobb County RWC 
 Foothills RW 
 Gwinnett  Republican 

Women 
 Republican Women of 

Henry County 

Sponsors of GFRW 
Tim Lee—Candidate for Cobb County Commission Chair 

Rosan Hall—Rosan Hall Team of Atlanta Communities Real Estate 

W ant to be a Reagan Club member for 2016?  Annual dues are 
$100. In addition, your local club can join the Reagan Club. Enjoy 
extra benefits of GFRW when you become a Reagan Club member. If 
you want to learn more about Reagan Club, please contact Rosan 
Hall at rhall2@aol.com. 

 By Pat Morrell-Donnelly 
(Editor’s note: After seeing a flyer at her Republican Women 
Federated of Habersham County meeting in May promoting the 
upcoming Positive American Day, Morrell-Donnelly was inspired 
to write this poem below.) 
 
 
POSITIVE AMERICAN DAY 
A SPECIAL DAY “SET ASIDE” 
HONORING VETERANS AND PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICIALS 
SERVING OUR COUNTRY WITH PRIDE.   
  
EACH SHOULD SPREAD THE WORD 
ABOUT THIS SPECIAL EVENT 
PROMOTED THROUGHOUT EACH COMMUNITY 
AMERICANS UNDER “ONE TENT.”  
  
POSITIVE ABOUT OUR FUTURE 
POSITIVE ABOUT THIS GREAT LAND 
ENFORCEMENT OF OUR CONSTITUTION 
TOGETHER WE MUST “STAND.” 
  
OUR COUNTRY COMING TOGETHER 
SUPPORTING THOSE KEEPING US FROM HARM 
PUTTING THEIR “LIFE ON THE LINE” 
BRAVERY ABOVE THE NORM.   
  
POSITIVE AMERICANS 
FOR BETTER DAYS TO PREPARE 
THOSE DESIRING OUR “DEMISE” 
OF THEM WE’RE QUITE AWARE.  
  
SERVING OUR GREAT COUNTRY 
OUR MILITARY ANSWERING THE CALL 
“ONE NATION UNDER GOD” 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL. 
  
CITIZENS WEARING PATRIOTIC COLORS 
OUR AMERICAN FLAGS PROUDLY FLY 
SOON TO CAST OUR BALLOT 
“TAKE OUR COUNTRY BACK,” OUR “CRY.”   
  
THE SILENT MAJORITY NOW SPEAKING 
OUR VOICES “LOUD AND CLEAR” 
ONCE AGAIN A “PROUD COUNTRY” 
FIGHTING FOR ALL WE HOLD DEAR. 
  
PAUSING THIS APPOINTED TIME 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER NINTH, THE DAY 
INSPIRED BY OUR FOUNDERS 
THEY HAVE “SHOWN US THE WAY.” 
  
A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MILITARY 
FIREMEN, MEN, WOMEN IN GREY AND BLUE 
FOR THOSE KEEPING US SAFE 
FROM ALL, AN APPRECIATIVE “THANK YOU.”   
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June 1                 National Pathfinder and Betty Rendel  
                Scholarship applications due to state  
                president 
 

June 15                National Pathfinder and Betty Rendel  
                Scholarship applications due to NFRW 
 

July                Third quarter dues due to GFRW 
 

July 18-21            Republican National Convention 
 

August 1              Third quarter dues due at national  
      headquarters 
 
September 8-10   GFRW 2016 Fall Meeting, Augusta 
 
September 17    U.S. Constitution Day 

October      Fourth quarter dues due to GFRW 
 

October  9     Positive American Day Across Georgia 
 

November 1     Fourth quarter dues due to NFRW 
 

November  8      General Election  
 

December 1     Kabis Internship applications due to  
                  state presidents 
 

December 15     State nominees for Kabis Internship due    
      at national headquarters. 
 

December 31     List of Club Officers for 2017 due to  
                  GFRW 

 

This Winning Ways Guide has been created for the veteran grassroots campaigner as a refresher 

resource and for the novice volunteer as a tutorial.  Its purpose is to educate and empower 

Republican women to ensure that qualified Republicans—men and women—get elected to public 

office.  It is hoped that you will share the tools provided in this guide with your Republican sisters 

throughout Georgia and across the nation.   

The Winning Ways Guide is a compilation of articles contributed to VOICES Magazine over the 

past several years by various authors.  Our vision for this guide is that it will be a living document.  

As trends change, the guide will be updated so that its users will have the most up-to-date 

information and tips available to them in their efforts to elect Republicans to public office. 

Available at www.gfrw.org.  Also available at: http://voicespublications.com/wp-content/
uploads/2015/02/The-WINNING-WAYS-GUIDE-Final-layout.pdf    

 

GFRW Calendar of Events 
Dates to Remember  

http://voicespublications.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/The-WINNING-WAYS-GUIDE-Final-layout.pdf
http://voicespublications.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/The-WINNING-WAYS-GUIDE-Final-layout.pdf

