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Women tend to think the “glass ceiling” issue is all theirs.  However, if you talk with political officeholders and 
candidates, one quickly realizes there are glass ceilings hampering all Republicans—men, as well as 
women:  Breaking through the glass ceiling to retake the Senate; breaking through the glass ceiling of the 
party establishment so you can participate fully; breaking through the glass ceiling so you can help change 
the GOP image; breaking through the glass ceiling of the Federation in order to establish yourself as a 
leader. The list goes on and on.  All of us face a glass ceiling we would like to break through.   
 
 Writers in this issue of VOICES Magazine look closely at the ceilings, at the challenges confronting 
them, as they offer their perspectives on how to break through.  Established officeholders encourage pulling 
others through the glass ceiling by hanging on to a majority in the Georgia House, others encourage increas-
ing the involvement of young voters and candidates, mentoring teen Republicans, and . . . finding what we 
want to do and DOING it!. 
 
 VOICES Magazine features timely articles for Federation leaders, emphasizing not only what 
needs to be done, but offering suggestions and directions on how to get it done.   
 
 Look for examples of  “How to . . . ”   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 You are invited to suggest other themes about what you would like to read in future issues of 
VOICES Magazine.  Share your ideas by going to VOICES.ga@gmail.com.   
 
 
 
 
 
Remember the mission . . .   

Educate and Empower Women for Better Government 

Judy True 
Editor, VOICES  Magazine 

And 1st Vice President GFRW 
 
  

It’s not enough to know WHAT to do — 
We need to know HOW to do it! 

Editor’s Desk 

• Communicate principles to keep a majority 

• Increase involvement of young females and ethnic groups 

• Encourage women to run for office 

• Help teenage Republicans 

• Use positive PR to promote membership 

• Start a new club 

• Mentor future leaders 

• Demonstrate we care through our civic activities 
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VOICES is an online, web-based 
publication issued three times 
annually by the Georgia Federation 
of Republican Women. Information 
is compiled from resources be-
lieved to be reliable, but accuracy 
of information is not guaranteed.   
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Mission:  Educating and  

Empowering Women  

for Better Government 

Dear Members of GFRW, 
 
We have an exciting convention coming up on October 24-26.  It will be in Marietta at the Hilton 
Atlanta/Marietta Conference Center.  There are a lot of fun activities planned for your personal 
enrichment, including a wine tasting.  On Friday night, we will have Eric Golub, The Washington 
Times blogger, as our speaker and then we will have a reception to celebrate the 75th Anniver-
sary of NFRW at the Earl Smith Strand Theatre on the Marietta Square.  
 
 The candidates of the U.S. Senate race will join us on Saturday at the convention.  
We will elect our new officers for 2014-2016 during the convention. 
 
 It has been my honor to have served you as your President these past two years.  I 
have met and come to know some wonderful people in Georgia and the nation through this 
opportunity. 
 
 It is you, the members of GFRW, who make this organization what it is.  The women 
in this organization are the true grass root workers of the Republican Party.  It is You, each of 
you, who made Georgia Federation of Republican Women a State of Excellence.  This is the 
highest award a State Federation can receive from the National Federation and . . . we received 
it.  I am very proud of all of you. 
 
 The two years have not always been easy.  There were at times negative talk and 
even turmoil.  However, we marched forward with heads raised high and did our mission 
to Educate, Empower, and Elect.  We not only fulfilled our mission, we excelled in fulfilling our 
mission. 
 
 One of the highlights of this year was GFRW being asked to host the NFRW South-
eastern Regional Conference.  We had over 300 attendees from the southeast and other parts 
of the nation.  The Conference had nationally-recognized speakers, including Governor Nathan 
Deal and First Lady Sandra Deal; Texas U.S. Senator Ted Cruz; Carlos Gutierrez, U.S. Secre-
tary of Commerce during President George W. Bush’s Administration; Alberto Gonzales, U.S. 
Secretary of State in George W. Bush’s Administration; and Louisiana State Senator Elbert 
Guillory.  
 
 So many of you helped in this event to make it possible.  I can never tell you how 
grateful I am.  I do want to thank my co-chair, Linda Clary-Umberger for her help and support; 
Laura Ward Johnson and Prisca Vila for public relations and communications; and, Bobbie 
Frantz and Billie Dendy for maintaining reservations and making check-in run smoothly. 
 
 Millie Rogers, you are great at logistics and protocol. 
                                                                                                  
                                                                                                   (Continued next page) 

Rose Wing 
President 2012 - 2014  
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 The past two years were successful because of the people in-
volved. 
  
 To all the Club Presidents, District Directors, Committee Chairs, 
and the entire Board, thank you for all your hard work and dedication. 
 
 Lisa Roper, our NFRW Region 7 Director, thank you for the guid-
ance you gave me and for giving Georgia the opportunity to host the Re-
gional Conference.  You will always be a friend. 
 
 Rae Chornenky, President of the National Federation of Republi-
can Women, I am forever grateful for your leadership, support, guidance, 
and listening ear.  You are my new Arizona friend. 
 
 Thank you to the Executive Committee for your work and dedica-
tion. 
 
 My “Happy Team,” you know who you are, thank you for being a 
positive force. 
 
 CCRWC, thank you for being there whenever I needed the extra 
hands.  You are my sisters. 
 
 Judy True, First Vice President of GFRW, you are AWESOME 
and I am so lucky to have met you and to have had you as my right hand.  
We will have that glass of wine on your deck. 
 
 I wish the next President of GFRW a fruitful two years and an 
even better administration. 
 
 Thank you all for the opportunity you bestowed upon me.   I wish 
you all the best in the years to come. 
 
God bless each of you, 
 
Rose Wing 
GFRW President 

 Letter from the President 
Continued from Previous Page 

 

NFRW Board of Directors 

 
State President       Rose Wing 
 

Standing Committee Chairmen 
Program Chairman     Millie Rogers 
Public Relations Vice Chairman     Judy True 
 

Special Committee Chairmen 
Web site Assistance Chairman  Bettye Chambers 
Caring for America Vice Chairman    Barbara Hickey 
  

Committee Members 
Legislative   Inger Eberhart 
    Suzi Voyles 
Membership   Varie Rustin 
    Suzi Voyles 
Public Relations   Sherry Roedl 
 

NFRW Regents from Georgia 
Bettye Chambers   Karla Cooper 
Chris Waldman   Rose Wing 
 

Convention Committee Members 
Credentials   Millie Rogers 
Tellers    Babe Atkins-Byrne 
 
Convention Page   Abbey Temple 

GFRW won the 2013 Betty Heitman  
Award for State Excellence 

 
State Member with Most  

Volunteer Hours Reported  
Sue Everhart 

 
National Caring for America Awards 

 Second Place  
Savannah Area RW 

 
 

Club Achievement Awards 
Diamond Awards  
Cobb County RWC  

Greater Gwinnett RW 
 North DeKalb RW   

Savannah Area RW  
Gold Award  

Greater Fayette RWC 
Silver Award  

Central DeKalb RW 
Bronze Award  
Foothills RW 
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My First NFRW Convention  
By Dottie Krull, Foothills Republican Women 

Have you looked at today’s chaotic environment and the seemingly frenetic activity in Washington, D.C., and felt you wanted to do something to 
settle everything down just a little — something to make a difference?   But, I’m just one person.  Maybe I don’t see the big picture.  Maybe 
someone knows better than I about these big, important, and complex issues. 
 

With these uncertainties firmly in tow, I set off to Louisville and the 75th Anniversary Celebration Convention of the National Federation 
of Republican Women.  Upon arrival in Louisville, we checked in at the Galt House Hotel, a lovely and comfortable location for meeting, greeting, 
learning, decision-making, and resting and restoring in between!   The first order of business was a State Caucus, a word we hear coming out of 
Washington.  At the Georgia caucus, we discussed the events scheduled for the weekend, which included an election of national officers and 
resolutions developed over the past two years and which the delegates would be voting to enact.  A few brave men joined us for our evening 
celebration of the anniversary at Churchill Downs, which included an opportunity to place a racing bet, enjoy an elegant meal, and get ac-
quainted with fellow Republican Women. 

 

 On Saturday, we got down to business!  We were called to order and invited 
God into our presence, thoughts and actions; we honored country and flag and heard 
from a few of the club leaders.  When club business was completed and we were 
welcomed to Kentucky by Sen. Mitch McConnell, U.S. Senate Republican Leader, the 
education and inspiration began. Dr. Timothy Daughtry, our first speaker, is a former 
clinical psychologist and co-author of a new book, Waking the Sleeping Giant: How 
Mainstream Americans Can Beat Liberals at Their Own Game.  He advises candi-
dates at the local, state, and federal level on understanding and countering leftist tac-
tics.  As we listened to Dr. Daughtry, we started to come together as a body ready to 
Recognize (politically correct speak), Reform (the way we think and react), and Refo-
cus (on the real issues at hand).  As we listened, we started coming together to calm 
the chaos we see before us and get off the defense.  
 

 While lunching, we “digested” all Dr. Daughtry had shared with us and met 
some of the many NFRW leaders from across the country who shared their club ef-

forts to “make a difference.”  The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, 24th U.S. Secretary of Labor (2001-2009) and wife of Sen. Mitch McConnell, shared 
her story of opportunity and success from the hold of a freighter, to Harvard to a leadership role in government by effort and dedication. 
 

 The afternoon was divided into workshops which addressed various ways and areas to break down that chaos, a way to direct your 
experiences and efforts to be most effective:  Using social media might address those who need to work from home; leadership training for those 
who like to bring groups together for action; ways to share the Republican message with diverse demographics; techniques for fundraising — 
always difficult, but oh so necessary — for getting the message out; and, finally defining a “Winning Strategy” to help us focus in on what might 
“calm the waters.” 
           (Continued on next page) 
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 On Saturday night, many of the Georgia gals participated in a 
Dinner Cruise up the Ohio River.  Sponsored by the VOICES Magazine staff, 
GFRW Publications Committee members attended, along with GFRW dele-
gates and NFRW Public Relations Committee members.   
   
 After the evening of relaxation, idea sharing, and fun sharing with 
our fellow Republican Women, activities started again on Sunday morning.  
We heard from The Honorable Renee Ellmers, N.C. Congresswoman, nurse, 
wife (widow), and mother before running for office.  Dinesh D’Souza brought a 
powerful and encouraging message and the way he has found to get his 

message to the people.  After participating in various think tanks, writing 

books and articles, he came upon film making.  Have you seen 2016?  The 
book sold over 100,000, BUT his film reached millions!  Look for America 
coming out soon.  He is using capitalism to promote capitalism.  He provided 
a profit for investors who thought they were making a contribution, and they 
became investors in his next film! 
 
 The 698 delegates, 126 alternates, and 248 guests from across 
the United States passed several Resolutions – or, you could say directives to 
our Senators and Representatives.  I had always thought Resolutions were 
nicely worded statements; but, when voted on by representatives of thou-
sands of intelligent and active women, they become Directives for Action!  We 
passed Resolutions in support of the military and veterans, lifting up Frederick 
Douglass Republican Values, exposing United Nations Agenda 21 and Edu-
cation for Sustainability and, finally, in support of the Proposed 28th Amend-
ment directing that our nation’s legislators “can make no law which would not 
have its full operation on themselves and their friends, as well as on the great 
mass of society.” 
 
 The National Federation of Republican Women will forward these 
Resolutions to all our Senators and Representatives and . . . I’m going to 
personally forward these Resolutions to my Senators, my Representative, and 
to the superintendent of my county schools!  I have found a way to move 
through this chaotic environment and try to bring an order to the frenetic activ-
ity.  My representatives in Washington will know my opinion.  My representa-
tive will know I’ll follow their actions and I’m backed by my many sisters in the 
Federation of Republican Women! 
 
 Add your name to this long (and getting longer) list of smart, active 
women!  Join your voice to thousands of others . . . you will be heard, wher-

ever and however you speak! 

Who Am I? 
 
Dottie Krull is a member of the  Foothills Re-
publican Women. She is also active in  the 
Georgia Mountain Master Gardeners, the 
Lumpkin County GOP, Dahlonega Woman's 
Club, Lumpkin County Citizens Advisory and 
Service Board, the Lumpkin County board  of 
Elections, and the Dahlonega United Methodist 
Church.  Krull has been and is an active partici-
pant in campaign teams for local candidates 
and grassroots supporter at the state and na-
tional level.  

  
Krull’s hobbies include reading of fiction and non-fiction, camping, cooking/
baking, and sewing and machine embroidery -- and she follows the news 
intensely!  She is originally from Illinois, moving to Georgia upon retire-
ment.  Krull is married to her husband, Larry, and together they have six 
children and nine grandchildren. 

Continued from previous page 

NFRW BOARD MEMBER  
DELEGATES 
Rose Wing 
Millie Rogers  

CLUB DELEGATES 
Bettye Chambers  
Linda Clements 
Barbara Hickey 
Dottie Krull 
Sarah Looper 
Elizabeth Price 
Ruby Robinson 
Vicki Temple 
 

DELEGATES AT LARGE 
Babe Atkins-Byrne 
Billie Dendy 
Varie Rustin 
Judy True 
Johnell Woody 

ALTERNATES AT LARGE 
Damaris Gay 
Joyce Hinton 
Katie McCurdy 
Helen Story 
Chris Waldman 
 

CLUB ALTERNATES 
Sherry Roedl 
Ullainee Stokes 
 
 
GFRW PAGE 
Abby Temple 
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And other fun events 
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Elois Zeanah,  
Alabama Federa-
tion of Republican 
Women 
 
By  Virginia How-
ard, District 2 Di-
rector and Past 
AFRW President  
 

NFRW Region 7 Director, Lisa Roper, put to-
gether a conference that was on the cutting 
edge.  The theme, “United We Stand,” said it all.  
We heard from elected officials and candidates 
from different ethnic groups, which included 
Asians, Blacks, Hispanics, and Whites.  There 
were young Republicans and women and, yes, 
a few old white men.  But, contrary to what the 
media says, we are diverse and united. The 
ladies from Alabama Federation of Republican 
Women left the conference energized and with 
hope for the future and our party.  Thank you, 
GFRW, for hosting this fantastic conference and 
thank you, Lisa, for your vision in bringing this 
conference to fruition.  
 

 

 

By Cindy Graves, 
President, Florida 
Federation of Republi-
can Women 
 
The members of the Florida 
Federation of Republican 
Women were proud to par-

ticipate in the first NFRW Southeast Regional 
Conference that many of us attended.  The 
members of the GFRW were most gracious 
hostesses and the Renaissance Waverly Hotel 
and Conference Center was an excellent venue.  
We learned so much and were thrilled to see 
speakers from all five states participating in this 
uniting event.  We were honored to host the Ted 
Cruz VIP reception and to be able to share 
speakers from Florida, such as RNC Co-Chair 
Sharon Day, Congressman Ron DeSantis, Flor-
ida YR Chairman Peret Pass  and journalist Kay 
Day of the US Report.  I was humbled to partici-
pate in the media panel -- one of many informa-
tive and engaging forums of the weekend. 
  
We still have Georgia on our minds!  Thank you! 
  
[Cindy Graves: Conservative Talk Radio 600 AM WBOB log on 
and listen @ http://www.600wbob.com/  Follow me on Twitter: 
cindygravesFL ] 
 

By  Nell Frisbie,  
Mississippi Federation 
of Republican Women 
 
What an outstanding meeting 
of the Southeast Region in 
Atlanta on July 19th and 20th.  
From Friday afternoon  

through dinner and back again on Saturday 
morning for brunch and more meetings, this 
was a nonstop program.  The speakers were 
excellent, bringing us up-to-date on national, as 
well as regional, information we were all inter-

ested in hearing. 

By  Charm Altman, 
President,  
South Carolina  
Federation   
 
South Carolina was pleased 
to take part in the Region 7 
conference.  We had such a 

great time visiting with our sisters from the re-
gion.  One of the things we enjoy is, everyone 
talks the same “language.”  The ladies 
from Georgia Federation did a superb job.  Lisa 
Roper could not have done a better job if she 
had tried.  The thing I heard most was "This is 
the best meeting I have been to in a long time."  
Well done, Georgia!  It was a wonderful experi-
ence.   
 
 
 

Rave Reviews  
NFRW’s Southeast Regional Conference 

Atlanta, Georgia, July 19-20, 2013 

  

United We Stand   United We Stand   United We Stand   United We Stand       

“Republicans Coming Together 

And Standing Strong” 



11 

11 

Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

,  
In Georgia, there are women, indeed many 
women, who have systematically made their 
mark without much fanfare but with quite dra-
matic results.  Each competed in often un-
friendly environs, excelled on their merit, and at 
times overcame undoubted gender bias inher-
ent in the areas in which they competed.   
 
     Notwithstanding the challenges, they rose 
through the ranks and reached important and 
influential positions of power and leadership 
while very few took notice.  They are notable 
not just for their accomplishments, but also for 
how they achieved them – relying on their merit 
and talent, continuously out performing others 
who stood in their way.  For proof that it can be 
done, here are just a few that did it. 
 
     Louise M. Wells is the Managing Partner of 
one of the country's leading law firms -– Morris, 
Manning & Martin, LLP.  When Louise Wells 
worked her way up the ranks, the legal profession 
was still heavily male-dominated.  Indeed, she was 
the first female attorney at Morris, Manning & 
Martin, LLP; the first female partner; and now the 
first female managing partner of the firm.  In the 
highly competitive legal world, success does not 
come by accident.  She has earned the confidence 
of some of the country's largest lenders, develop-
ers, and builders.   Now, when she speaks, peo-
ple listen. 
 
      Jan Jones is the Speaker Pro Tempore of the 
Georgia House of Representatives.  In terms of 
pure political power, she is second only to the 
Speaker in the Georgia House.  First elected to 
office in 2003 to represent a part of north Fulton 
County, she distinguished herself early under the 
Gold Dome at a time when Georgia politics was 
still under the heavy influence of men sitting 
around in smoke-filled backrooms cutting deals.  
Yet, she worked hard and it paid off.  Sometimes 
merit wins out.  Jan Jones proves the point.  She 

made history when she was elected as the first 

female Speaker Pro Tem in the Georgia House 
of Representatives.  Now, when she speaks, 
people listen. 
 
     Lisa Branch, a judge on the Georgia Court of 
Appeals, was appointed to the Court by Governor 
Nathan Deal on September 4, 2012.  From 2004 
until 2008, she served as a senior official in Presi-
dent George W. Bush's Administration.  During her 
tenure, she served first as the Associate General 
Counsel for Rules and Legislation at the U. S. 
Department of Homeland Security.  Then she 
served as the Counselor to the Administrator for 
the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs at 
the United States Office of Management and 

Budget.  By all accounts, attorneys and judges 
now fully appreciate her intellect and skills.  With 
each published opinion, Georgians can also ap-
preciate her exceptional work.  Now, when she 
speaks, people listen. 

     Ashley Wright, the District Attorney for the 
three-county Augusta Judicial Circuit, has served 
in that role since 2008.  One tough, no-nonsense 
prosecutor, she has prosecuted over 80 felony jury 
trials including a number of death penalty cases -– 
the most infamous and heinous of which was se-
rial killer and rapist Reinaldo Rivera.  One of the 
last places a criminal wants to be caught and 
prosecuted is in the Augusta Judicial Circuit and 
Ashley Wright is the reason why.  Being a female 
in the world of law enforcement is no easy task.  
But, Ashley Wright has proven it can be done and 
done well.  In fact, she serves as the Vice Presi-

dent for the District Attorneys' Association of Geor-
gia.  Now, when she speaks, people listen. 
 
     Anne Lewis is the General Counsel of the 
Georgia Republican Party.  She is also a partner 
in the law firm of Strickland Brockington Lewis 
LLP.  Over the years, she has been at the center 
of some of the most significant events in Georgia 
political history.  One of the more significant high-
lights of her career has been in the area of redis-
tricting -– the process by which the Georgia Legis-
lature redraws the lines for Congressional, state, 
and local districts.  She is regarded around the 
United States as one of the leading experts in the 
area.  In addition, she represents some of the 
most influential officeholders and politicians in 
Georgia.  She also serves in a variety of different 
capacities including sometimes as a Special Attor-
ney General.  The bottom line is that when Anne 
Lewis speaks, people listen.  
 
     Five different women in five different but ex-
tremely important and powerful jobs in Georgia.  
Few Georgians know them.  Yet, all Georgians 
should take notice of them.  They represent some-
thing important about Georgia.  Each achieved her 
own success through perseverance, talent, and 
merit.  They are the proof that amazing things can 
happen without a lot of fanfare.  These women just 
get the job done and Georgia has truly benefited 
as a result.  And, when they speak, people lis-
ten.       

Louise M. Wells 
Jan Jones 

Lisa Branch 
Ashley Wright 

Anne Lewis 

Who Am I? 
 
Randy Evans of McKenna Long & Aldridge served as 
outside counsel to Speakers Dennis Hastert and 
Newt Gingrich, and represents several other mem-
bers of Congress and elected officials in Georgia.   
He is Chairman of the Board of the Newt Gingrich 
Companies.  Evans is a frequent lecturer and author 
on subjects of professional liability and ethics, gov-
ernment ethics and politics.  And . . . he is Georgia’s 
National GOP Committeeman. 

By Randy Evans 
Georgia’s GOP National Committeeman  

October 2013 VOICES Magazine 
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On August 18th, we marked the anniversary of the ratifica-
tion of the 19th Amendment.  Ninety-three years later, it’s 
easy to forget the long fight for the amendment—a struggle 
that spanned decades and ended with a mother’s last min-
ute letter to her Republican son in the Tennessee legisla-
ture. 
  
 The 19th Amendment was first introduced in Con-
gress in 1878 by Republican Senator Aaron A. Sargent.  He 
was a friend of Susan B. Anthony—another proud Republi-
can—who had drafted the amendment with fellow suffragist, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
  
 The Amendment languished in Congress for dec-
ades until 1919.  In the 1918 election, Republicans won 
control of both chambers, and the next year the amendment 
passed both the House and the Senate, sending it to the 
states for ratification. 
  
 In August of 1920, ratification hinged on the state 
of Tennessee, where the legislature was sharply divided.  
When the amendment finally came up for a vote, supporters 
were dismayed because they expected it to fail.  The motion 
to table the amendment had just been defeated in a 48-48 
tie.  The legislature was gridlocked. 
  
 But no one expected that the 24-year-old, Republi-
can legislator Harry Burn was going to have a change of 
heart.  Despite previously expressing his opposition, he 

voted “aye” for ratification, attributing his vote to a letter he 
had received from his mother. 
  
 “Hurrah, and vote for suffrage! Don’t keep them in 
doubt,” she wrote.  “I notice some of the speeches against.  
They were bitter.  I have been watching to see how you 
stood, but have not noticed anything yet….   [B]e a good 
boy and help Mrs. [Carrie Chapman] Catt put the ‘rat’ in 
ratification.” 
  
 Burn later explained his vote in a speech:  “I be-
lieve we had a moral and legal right to ratify….  I know that 
a mother’s advice is always safest for her boy to follow, and 
my mother wanted me to vote for ratification.” 
  
 Women’s right to vote was won by the decades-
long determination of pioneering suffragists.  It was sup-
ported along the way by forward-looking Republicans.  But 
no one can diminish the importance of that one young, Ten-
nessee Republican—and his strong-willed mother, whose 
note arrived at just the right moment in history. 
 
 

Who Am I? 
 

Sharon Day, Co-Chair of the Republican National Committee, has 
also served as RNC Secretary and has been Florida’s National 
Committeewoman since 2004.  She has been State Committee-
woman from Broward County since 1996.   
  

By Sharon Day  
Co-chair 

Republican National Committee 
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Have you ever thought about running for pub-
lic office?  Trust me, I know that it is not easy 
to step out there and try to make a difference.  
I was 26 and had just given birth to my first 
child, when I ran for City Council in my home-
town of Montgomery, Alabama.   
 

 I remember how it felt.  I remember 
hearing over and over again that it “wasn’t my 
turn.”  Have you ever heard that one?  That 
it’s “not your turn?”  Maybe you heard it from 
party insiders.  Maybe you heard it from peo-
ple well connected with the government.  
 

 Now more than ever, our party 
needs bright, dedicated individuals to engage 
in meaningful conversation with fresh ways to 
implement conservative ideas. 
 

 What if I told you, you are the an-
swer?  It’s your turn to take a leadership role 
in this party.  It’s our turn to step up and make 
the case for conservatism. 
 

 I want to share with you three things 
I believe can help us seize the moment and 
become the party that takes this country back.  
 

The first is simple to say, but hard to do -- 
and that’s listen.  
At some point, our elected officials stopped 
listening to the people they represented.  They 
forgot the government works for the people, 
not the other way around.    
 

 Politics is about relationships and no 
good relationship is possible unless people 
listen to each other.  The best public events I 
attend are the ones where I talk less and listen 
more.  
  

I am convinced listening 
will make you a better 

activist and community leader, and it will make 
us a better Republican Party.  
 

The second challenge is to get past the 
“safe zone” of pointing fingers and placing 
blame.  
We all know how important it is to critique the 
government’s missteps.  We should never shy 
away from shining light on the actions of those 
who  pull the levers of power in Washington.   
 

 But, we must do more than criticize.  
We must also articulate a positive vision for 
America that explains why conservative princi-
ples are good for people like you and me 
 

 For more than 200 years, Americans 
have been an optimistic, forward-looking peo-
ple who believe that tomorrow will be better 
than today.  It’s always harder to be “for” 
something.  But, I believe articulating a posi-
tive message is critical to winning the argu-
ment and, ultimately, winning elections.  
 

Finally, the third challenge is to preach 
beyond the choir.  
Too often, Republicans only talk to Republi-
cans; but, to win at the national level, we need 
to persuade independent and undecided vot-
ers our policies are in their best interest. 
  
 To be clear, we don’t need to 
change our values in order to win.  I believe 
we win by staying true to our principles, but 
doing a better job of making our case.  
 

 Sure, it’s easier to share your ideas 
with people who already agree with you.  But, 
talking only to fellow Republicans doesn’t help 
much.  Talk to those who would naturally 

agree with our principles of opportunity, lib-
erty, and individual responsibility, but who 
haven’t been exposed to our arguments yet.  
 
 It won’t be easy, but it’s your time to 
step up to the plate.  We need you.  Now is 
your time.  And, I believe if we all commit to 
listening, to pushing a positive message, and 
to engaging undecided voters, we are going to 
see positive results.  

Who Am I? 
 
Rep. Martha Roby is 
currently in her sec-
ond term serving the 
people of Alabama’s 
2nd Congressional 
District in the U.S. 
House of Represen-
tatives.  Prior to 
being elected to 
Congress, Rep. Roby 
served as a city 
councilman in her 
hometown of Mont-
gomery,  
Alabama. 
 
In the House, Rep. Roby has been a strong  
advocate for cutting wasteful spending to bal-
ance the budget, reducing the national debt, 
and eliminating bureaucratic red tape that limits 
the private sector’s ability to get Americans 
back to work. 
 
Rep. Roby sits on the prestigious House Armed 
Services Committee, the House Committee on 
Agriculture, and the House Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. She is married to 
Riley Roby and they have two children,  
Margaret and George.  

By Martha Roby  
U.S. Representative — Alabama 

 

 

Fotolia.free comp image 
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Georgia’s future as a Red State will greatly depend on our ability to communicate time-
less, conservative principles in a relevant manner to women and an increasingly diverse 
electorate.    
 
 Simply put, if we modestly increase the percentage of women and minority Republican voters, we will win statewide legislative elec-
tions in Georgia for the foreseeable future.  If not, Georgia could fall back into liberal leadership in less than a decade. 
 
 Women represented 53 percent of voters in the 2012 elections; and, in Georgia, the minority population is growing.  Both demo-
graphic categories vote for Democrats at a higher rate.   
 
The following numbers illustrate this significance with regard to voting: 

 
 
 
 

Georgia Population Statistics      

  2012 General election   2012 census  
2012 school 

age 

Total population  3.9 million   10 million  1.6 million 

  
White  61%   56%  44% 

Black  30%   30%  37% 

Hispanic  1%   9%  12% 

Asian  1%   3%  3% 

Other  5%   2%  3% 

        

        

U.S support for Obama in 2012 elections      

(exit polling)        

Black 93%       

Hispanic 69%       

Asian 74%       

Jewish 70%       

18-29 62%       

(Continued on next page) 

Georgia Speaker Pro Tem 
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 Yes, women supported the President  over Romney by 55 

percent  to 44 percent.  In fact, this is nothing new – women 
voters have broken for the Democrat presidential candidate in 
every election but two since 1980. 
 
 We heard a lot after the last presidential election 
about the “women’s vote,” and the role it played in Obama’s re-
election.  It is actually women’s votes because they are not 
monolithic. 
 
 What has changed is tthe margin has widened be-
cause certain categories of women typically vote at a higher 
rate for Democrats are increasing — increasing, that is, relative 
to the categories of women who typically vote for Republicans.  
Therein lies the problem -- and opportunity. 
 
 For example, a rising population of non-white Georgi-
ans means more minority women who will be voting at a higher 
rate in the future. 
 
 Additionally, the so-called gender gap is not the larg-
est in our politics.  The marriage gap is large, too.   
 
 Because young people are marrying later in life and 
divorce is more common, a larger proportion of today’s voting-
age population arrives at the polls unmarried.  Unmarried 
women are estimated to be 47 percent of all women, up from 
38 percent  in 1970.  Unmarried voters can be never-married, 
widowed, divorced, or separated.   Although their preferences 
differ, collectively, they vote Democratic at a higher rate.  
 
 As a Republican women’s organization, we have the 
opportunity and responsibility to take our timeless principles 
and communicate them in a relevant manner to women, mar-
ried and unmarried, and across the socio and ethnic demo-
graphic scale.  We can certainly do the same with men, and 
should; but, the greater opportunity to increase the number of 
Republican voters lies with women. 
 
 For example, most voters who currently identify with 
the Republican Party want smaller more limited government at 
all levels.  But busy, distracted voters often do not know what 
that means.  They can, though, identify with value for dollars, 
spending better and allowing people to manage their own 
budgets and make choices for themselves. 
 

 Mary Anne Carter, the executive director of the new 
conservative group Woman Up, which aims to increase the 
GOP’s appeal to women voters, has polled women and found  
“women most care about economics, health care, education 
and energy costs.  Efforts to address these issues should be a 
top priority.” 
 
 In fact, these issues cut across most demographics, 
but it is the manner and tone in which we communicate that will 
reach women and minority voters. 
   
 As conservatives, preaching to the un-churched mat-
ters.  First, we believe our principles and ideas will benefit the 
most people; and, therefore, we have a responsibility to try to 
make Georgia better for more people. 
 
 Second, as the demographics change in our state, we 
must refine our message, but not our principles, so that con-
servatives can win the hearts and minds of a broader range of 
voters to enable a brighter future.  

Who Am I? 
Jan Jones is an elected state 

representative in the  State of 
Georgia  Assembly, which meets in 
the Capitol building in Atlanta. Her 
constituents include some of the 
northern Atlanta suburbs in Geor-
gia's 46th district including parts 
of  Milton and parts of Roswell 
and Alpharetta. She is currently the 
Speaker Pro Tempore. While in the 
legislature, she has focused on 
several initiatives, most notably 
spearheading the creation of two 
north Fulton County cities, Milton 
and Johns Creek. Outside the 
legislature, Representative Jones 
is a former marketing executive. While at HBO, she served as a market-

ing director for six years and as an auditor and analyst for two years. 

 

Communicate Timeless Principles to Keep a Majority — cont’d from p.14 

“It is incumbent on every generation to pay its 
own debts as it goes. A principle which if acted on 

would save one-half the wars of the world." 
Thomas Jefferson  
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When the people of Georgia elected Nathan to serve as the 82nd governor of 

our great state, we chose to do some commonsense things that we hoped 

would make our state a better place to live, learn, and work.  Throughout the 

decades Nathan has spent in public service, he has focused on putting poli-

cies in place to support strong families and good jobs.  I knew he would lead 

the state with those same basic things in mind. 

 

 Upon becoming Georgia’s First Lady, I had the opportunity to think 

about how I wanted to use this role to improve the lives of Georgians.  I de-

cided that the best way I could make a real and lasting difference was to en-

courage our state’s greatest resource, our people, to find a way to volunteer 

where they live and work.  I wanted to encourage them to give with a ser-

vant’s heart.   

 

 As I have traveled to schools and worked at food banks and visited 

shelters that house the neediest citizens of our state, I have seen something 

meaningful coming together. There is an energy out there among those get-

ting their hands dirty that is contagious.  More often than not, I leave pleas-

antly surprised and inspired by the good works men, women, and even chil-

dren are performing on behalf of others.   

 

 Nathan and I have always known public policy impacts paychecks, 

educational opportunities, and quality of life; we are still learning just how big 

of a role community service can play in improving these outcomes.  If I can 

accomplish one thing as First Lady, it will be to inspire a servant’s heart in 

more Georgians all across this state.  

 

Sandra Deal is a member of the Republican Women of Hall 
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Sandra Deal has centered her life around matters in-
volving family and children in her roles as mother, 
grandmother, teacher, and volunteer in her  
church.   Mrs. Deal, like her husband, was born to par-
ents who both chose teaching as a profession.  Gradu-
ating from what is now Georgia College & State Univer-
sity in Milledgeville, Mrs. Deal followed in the footsteps 
of her parents and became a teacher. 
 
 Mrs. Deal often says, “As a teacher, I didn’t 
just teach to one child.  I taught every student in the 
class” and that is Sandra Deal’s approach to her plat-
form as First Lady, “With a Servant’s Heart.”  Volun-
teerism, community involvement and outreach are the 
foundation of “With a Servant’s Heart.”  “When we 
reach out to become involved in helping mold a new 
beginning for another person, we bring hope for that 
individual and we in turn receive joy.  My goal is that 
every Georgian, no matter the background or circum-
stance, commit to creating awareness for the impor-
tance of volunteerism by allowing one’s actions to 
speak louder than words, give with a servant’s heart.” 
 
 Mrs. Deal was born in Gainesville, Ga.  As a 
student at what was then called Georgia State College 
for Women, a friend set her up on a blind date with a 
college student from nearby Mercer University, the 
future Governor Nathan Deal. The Deals have been 
married since 1966 and have four grown children and 
six grandchildren. They are members of First Baptist 
Church in Gainesville. 

By Georgia First Lady 

Sandra Deal 
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This year we are celebrating 90 years since passing of the 19th 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution which gave women the vote.  
This event was an impetus for more and more women to have a 
changing role in our nation.  We have seen over the years since that 
time there is always room for one more opportunity for women to 
achieve--to be the "first." 
 
 We would like to bring to you one more trailblazer:  Martha 
McSally, Col., USAF (Ret).  Friends and neighbors call her Martha, 
but until just recently she was called Colonel.  Martha McSally retired 
as an Air Force Colonel in 2010.  She is the first female fighter pilot to 
fly in combat, and first to command a fighter squadron in combat in 
the history of the United States.  What a legacy she leaves for other 
women in the military and those who are future military women!  
 
 What gave her the impetus to take on challenges?  Martha 
shared about the large influence of her father on her life.  Listen to 
what she says: Martha McSally - Make Me Proud     
 

[http://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=player_embedded&v=VzZ3qwRMBdI] 

 
 Women ask her how she became "the first" in so many 
areas.  She would tell you that she was willing to take risks and would 
work to excel, no matter what her position.  No job was too small and 
no job was too large.  She did everything with enthusiasm and profes-
sionalism.   
 

 Martha has one particular tip she would like to share:  
“Learn to be afraid!"    Martha encourages women to take on chal-
lenges by doing something they feel uncomfortable with and when 
they do it will cause them to stretch and to take on additional chal-
lenges.  When that is accomplished, take on another -- and then an-
other.  She is writing a book to be released next year and in it she has 
a chapter dedicated to "being afraid" and why it is so important. 
 
 Martha is a woman who gives back.  She loves her country 
and has served it for many years in the military.  But, since her retire-
ment, her sights have been set on a different way to serve.  She is a 
Republican woman running for Congress.  She took on a tough fight 
in 2012 where she ran a close race by any sense of the word.  Arizo-
nans were on pins and needles and a recount was held.  Votes were 
tight but were not in her favor that election.  She was running for 
"Gabrielle Giffords’" seat, a tough challenge, especially how the seat   
was vacated. 
 
 Martha just announced she is running again for Congress in 

2014 and plans to 
win this time!  Her 
earlier run was one 
from which she 
learned a lot.  When 
asked how women 
could help elect her, 
she said knowing 
that they are behind 
her is important but, 
equally important in 
a race where the 
other team is spend-
ing millions of dol-
lars, she needs us to help fund her campaign.  It takes money to run 
in this election, especially when you are fighting in a primary and an-
ticipating running against the Democrat political machine.   
 

 If you know of a PAC or other organization working to win 
campaigns, please spread the word about Martha McSally.  Her web-
site is https://mcsallyforcongress.com. 
 

 She has a saying, I would like to share:  "You might not be 
able to vote for me, but I can vote for you."   Wouldn’t it be awesome 
to have this Republican woman in office?  Help make it happen! 

 
Martha McSally 
 

Retired Air Force Colonel Martha McSally is a 
pioneer, leader, servant, and fighter.  In 2001-
2002, Martha McSally earned national recogni-
tion for successfully overturning a military policy 
requiring all U.S. servicewomen to wear a Mus-
lim Abaya and headscarf when off base in Saudi 
Arabia.  
 

McSally is a Distinguished Graduate of the 
United States Air Force Academy, and earned 
her first Masters Degree, in Public Policy, from the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard. She earned a second Masters in Strategic Studies 
from the U.S. Air War College, where she graduated #1 in her class out of 
260 senior military leaders. 
 

Martha is a former recipient of the Tucson YWCA Women on the Move 
Award.  The Women’s Studies Advisory Council at the University of Arizona 

recognized Martha as one of three “Women Who Lead.”  Martha currently 
serves as Commissioner on the Pima County/Tucson Women’s Commission.  
 

McSally announced October 1st  her candidacy for Congress from the 2nd 
district, Arizona. 

 

Reported By Patt Parker 
Guest Editor    

October 2013 VOICES Magazine 
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Who Am I? 
 
Sophia Johnson is currently running 
for Arizona State House of Representa-
tives in the 19th Legislative District.  She 
volunteers as the Director of Donor 
Relations for the American Foundation 
for Cardiomyopathy.  She holds Bache-
lor of Science degrees in Theology and 
Business Administration from Wayland 
Baptist University.  She has a certificate 
in Public Policy and Management from 
the University of Arizona through the 
Southwest Local Leadership Program.  
Johnson is a graduate of Westmarc’s 
Leadership West and Dodie Londen 
Exellence in Public Service Series.  
She graduated from the Leadership 
Institute’s Campaign Management 
School in Virginia.  Johnson’s past and 
current elected offices include State 
Committee in Legislative Districts 20 
and 19 and Precinct Committee in Leg-
islative Districts 12, 20, 26, and 19.  
She was also elected Secretary of Leg-
islative District 20 and served her con-
stituents as a Delegate at the Arizona 
State Convention in 2011.  Johnson co-
hosted an Internet television program 
called “Her Politics,” a program which 
addressed state and national political 
issues.  She also co-founded Winning 
with Women, a network of women who 
support women candidates.  Johnson is 
American of Japanese descent and 
currently lives in Avondale, Arizona. 

 

“As a person thinks, so are they. “ Truer words 
have not been spoken; and, it is the Republican 
Party which pledges the reflective qualities estab-
lished by our Founding Fathers and embraces the 
protection of the people’s liberties, for it is impera-
tive we embrace our simple document, the Consti-
tution of the United States, designed with preci-
sion and clarity.  After all, it is a highly regarded 
model that must be brought back to the people.   
 
     How can the Republican Party bring forth this 
imagery and clearly reflect our marked principles? 
--  by unequivocally following the Constitution and 
putting the people first, as we embrace a clear 
reflection of what is needed and desired by the 
individuals who constitute this great land of ours.   

 

     Our Constitution embraces individual responsi-
bility, encourages family, faith, community, and 
business to work together as a unit to support 
each other and our beloved freedoms.  More im-
portantly, it speaks where it is necessary and 
keeps silent where it is needed.  
 
     By the Republican Party embracing, not 
changing, not regressing, but encompassing what 
is our living and breathing document back into our 
projected imagery and then talking the talk of our 
Constitution, we are placing the reflection of 
American people’s needs first and foremost into 
the direction of the 21st century and beyond. 
 
     Our Constitution is a timeless guide written 
upon parchment with the tears and blood of 
women and men who held these beliefs to be 
true.  Our Republican Party needs to speak with 
clarity of what it truly is, and it is only through our 

demonstration of action, not speech alone, that 
will bring the blessed imagery of the truly grand 
old party to be the reflection of her people. 
 
     What shall come to pass without our return to 
the basis of our birth, we are now witnessing and 
it is our undoing -- trying to become more like the 
“other” party has left who and what we are in dis-
array and shambles.  We need to return wiser and 
humbled to the integrity of who we were, so that 
the people of these United States can look for-
ward to our future with pride, knowing that we are 
not a nation dependent on foreign resources, but 
a nation of growth and independence. 
 
     The Republican Party shall hold itself account-
able and focus on fiscal responsibility -- if govern-
ment doesn’t have it, then the government doesn’t 
spend it.  We must hold our Party and our officials 
responsible -- for our party is a place for all to 
know, without doubt, they are here for the people, 
and the United States deserves and expects noth-
ing less than for our Party to live by the Constitu-
tion of these United States.  
 
     We hold ourselves accountable to the people 
and accept what is our responsibility.  We must 
then go to work alongside the people of this great 
land to change, restore, or enhance any given 
situation, always striving to meet the structure of 
our Constitution.  The Republican Party is the only 
Party known to put into action the relative words 
penned yesterday for the present and for the 
American people’s future freedoms.  The Republi-
can Party -- the Party that isn’t afraid of her consti-

tutional reflection, because she lives it. 

By  Sophia E. Johnson 
Candidate for the Arizona  

State House of  Representatives  

 How I Would Change  
the Image of the Republican Party 

“In the end, more than freedom, they wanted security.  They wanted a comfortable life, and 

they lost it all - - - security, comfort, and freedom.  When the Athenians finally wanted not to 

give to society, but for society to give to them, when the freedom they wished for most was 

freedom from responsibility, then Athens ceased to be free and was never free again.”                  

Edward Gibbon, historian. 
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“I am a Republican, a black, 
dyed in the wool Republican, 
and I never intend to belong to 
any other party than the party of 
freedom and progress.”  
~ Frederick Douglass 

 
Frederick Douglass, born a slave in 1818, would become one of 
the foremost abolitionist, author, writer, and advisor to President 
Abraham Lincoln. 

 
It is not an oxymoron to be black and Republican.  The 

question shouldn’t be why am I a Republican?  But rather, why 
aren’t more blacks Republican?  The party of Abraham Lincoln, 
the Party of emancipation, the Party of abolition, the Party of 
liberty and freedom is no longer the Party for those it helped 
free.   

 
In the middle of the civil rights era and just a few years 

after the historic passage of the 1965 Civil Rights legislation, 
Richard Nixon received 36 percent of the black vote in 1968.  If 
the Republican Party could garner half of that (18 percent of the 
black vote) for the 2016 elections, not only the White House, but 
both the Senate and the Congress would be solidly Republican.  
The black community still remains socially conservative, as is 
evident in California’s 2008 Prop 8 vote which passed due to the 
overwhelming (71 percent) support of blacks.  Blacks remain 
conservative in other social areas, such as school choice; and, in 
a 2012 poll, 72 percent of blacks said that the term “pro-life” best 
describes them. 
  
 So why has the Republican Party failed to maintain 
such a natural ally? 

 
The problem is messaging and not message.  It is im-

perative as the Republican Party moves forward, we must not 
buckle under the branding of racist, homophobic, xenophobic, 
angry old white men labeling.  But, we must stand firm and proud 

of the values of limited government, hard work and reward, edu-
cation and achievement, capitalism and nationalism.  We must 
unapologetically defend our message against the race baiters 
and poverty pimps of the “Left.”  The Democrat Party has only 
rhetoric to offer and not results.  At a time such as this, when 
unemployment for black youths is 43 percent and growing -- the 
overall unemployment is still twice for blacks as it is for whites, 
we Republicans can offer hope.  At a time such as this, when the 
black community is experiencing an increase in crime and a de-
crease in wealth, we Republicans can offer a blueprint for suc-
cess.  

 
As is evident from the 2012 election results, the Repub-

lican Party can’t win without the black vote; and, what is also 
evident from the reality of life in the aftermath of the 2008 and 
2012 elections, the black community can‘t win with the failed 
policies of the Democrats. 

  

As Republicans, we must send out the invitation again 

to black America to join us.  We must begin today to heal the 

divide and build the bridge that will save us both. 

 
Who Am I? 
 
Karen Watson is Founder and President of GOPBuzz.com, an Internet 
portal for Republican centric events nationwide.  Karen Watson has 
written and self-published her first book, Being Black and Republican in 
the Age of Obama.  A keynote speaker at various Tea-Party and Re-
publican clubs, Watson communicates her message "conservative 
values are the right values for all Americans, regardless of race or gen-
der."  Watson is a native Texan and lives in Dallas.  National talk show 
host Penna Dexter recently interviewed Watson on Point of View radio. 
(www.pointofview.net) 
 
Watson majored in English with a speech minor and a language con-
centration in Russian at the University of Texas in Austin.  When Wat-
son was a Vice President at Bank of America, she became the #1 
mortgage loan officer in units and volume  nationwide for four consecu-
tive years. 
 

By Karen Watson 

Founder and President of GOPBuzz.com 
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Simpson:  We know Millennials preferred 
Democrats in the last election.  You 
started a club for conservative women on 
campus, which many people might think 
is a lost cause.  How did you get it 
started? 
 

Agness:  During the summer of 2004, I had 
the opportunity to intern in Washington, 
D.C.  Rather than throwing out Republican 
and Democrat one-liners, my female col-
leagues were eager to talk about nuanced 
arguments behind legislative proposals and 
how the issues of the day affected women.  It 
was exhilarating to hear speakers and 
staffers explain how a 500-page bill would 
affect me as a young woman, and it was also 
refreshing to see how these women were 
able to balance their extraordinary achieve-
ments with a full family life. 
 
     I returned to the University of Virginia for 
my third year of college that fall, and set 
about to find some semblance of the environ-
ment from which I’d just come.  Unfortu-
nately, all of the women’s groups at UVA 
were dedicated to promoting a liberal 
agenda.  On my way home from class one 
day, I walked by a building called, “The 
Women’s Center.” I figured it would be open 
to all women.  I took a tour and at the end of 
it I asked, “Would the women’s center be 
interested in cosponsoring a group for con-
servative young women?”  The women’s 
center faculty member looked at me like I 
was crazy, chuckled, and said, “not here.” 
 
     Disappointed by the lack of resources 
available for culturally conservative women, I 
was determined to change things.  I started 
NeW, which has now expanded to campuses 
nationwide. 

 

Simpson:  What lessons can conserva-
tives take from NeW? 
 

Agness:  Those running national campaigns 
and leading issue groups on the right should 
be rethinking how to reach women, and I am 
glad many are.  As much as identity politics 

can be frustrating—and it is frustrating, with 
the left reaching women with a seemingly 
endless supply of cash, organizations, and 
leadership feeder programs, the right must 
counter this effort. There is no shortcut to 
reaching women.  We must engage one 
woman at a time. 
 
     One of the reasons NeW has been suc-
cessful is because we have met women 
where they are on campus.  Throughout the 
last election, Democrats targeted different 
segments of women.  For example, they 
appealed to young, single women by calling 
attention to activist Sandra Fluke, pushing 
the narrative of a “War on Woman” and pro-
moting celebrity ads. 
      
     Republicans should be working harder to 
meet women where they are. 
 
Simpson:  What can the women of GFRW 
learn from your experiences? 
 

Agness:  I would encourage readers to iden-
tify a local niche that is not being filled and fill 
it. Ten years ago, when a woman stepped on 
campus she found chapters of the National 
Organization for Women, Women’s Studies 
departments full of campus feminists, and 
Women’s Centers not open to supporting all 
women.  At the time NeW was founded at 
UVA, there were no women’s groups specifi-
cally catering to conservative college women.  
NeW filled that niche. 
 

Simpson:  If someone wants to get in-
volved with NeW,  how can they do so? 
 

Agness:  People can visit the NeW website, 
read the NeW Blog or participate in the 
Online Book Club. We have a book list avail-
able on the website too. 
 
     Women still on campus can join or start a 
chapter. NeW is structured as a book club, 
which makes it easy for women to start chap-
ters. They just need a group of conservative 
women and books to start a chapter. To start 
the process, a college woman should fill out 
a Prospective NeW Chapter form. 

 

Who Am I?  
 

Karin Agness is the Founder and President of 

the Network of enlightened Women (NeW), the 
nation’s premier organization for conservative 
university women.  Upon graduation from the 
University Of Virginia School Of Law, she prac-
ticed law at Wiley Rein LLP in Washington, D.C.  
In August 2013, she was named to the Republi-
can National Committee’s Rising Stars program. 
 
Karin regularly speaks on campuses and to 
groups working to reach out to women or young 
people.  She has been interviewed on national 
television and radio shows, such as Fox and 
Friends, The Situation Room with Wolf Blit-
zer, The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, The Laura 
Ingraham Radio Show, and The Monica Crowley 
Radio Show, among others.  She has had edito-
rials published in  a wide variety of newspapers.  
One of her stories appeared in the book Chicken 
Soup for the Soul: Campus Chronicles.   Email 
her at karin.agness@enlightenedwomen.org. 

Reported by John Simpson  
A Public Policy Analyst 

Interviewer John 
Simpson is a frequent 
contributor to VOICES 
Magazine.  He is a 
Public Policy Consult-
ant, who has practiced 
in Washington, D.C., 
and is now based in 
Atlanta, GA.  He holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
political science from the University of Michi-
gan and a Master’s degree in congressional 
legislative affairs from The George Washing-
ton University.  Follow John on Twitter: 
@jsimpsondc or e-mail John:  
John@SimpsonPublicAffairs.com. 
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VOICES Magazine had the pleasure of discussing breaking through 
the glass ceiling with Meagan Hanson, Chairman of Georgia’s Young 
Republicans.  Meagan is a young, vivacious, principled, and enthusias-
tic member of the party and incredibly active in her community.  Much 
like the iconic and enduring Southern image of Scarlet O’Hara that 
Meagan grew up watching as a child, the girl has grit that has served 
her well as the leader of the state Young Republicans organization.  
She graciously spoke from her own experience, offered practical en-
couragement, and called attention to the challenge women present to 
the peers in our midst.   
 
Hawk:  What do you believe is the first step to get women to break 
through the “glass ceiling,” be it in party leadership, the business 
world, or elsewhere?  What experience 
can you speak to that has helped you to 
do so? 
 
Hanson:  I would honestly say I am qualified 
to speak on helping other women, as much as I am on how I personally 
seek knowledge and encouragement from the women who have gone 
before me.  As much as any woman, I need motivation from my con-
servative sisters to thrive.  That said, I would encourage any woman to 
run and I have personally tried to support my peers who have chosen 
to take that path.  I particularly think it is important to encourage 
younger women to get involved in politics because the more voices we 
have engaged, the more we get heard. 
 
Hawk:  You’re far too humble! I know you’ve worked to promote 
women in your midst.  Is there something then you can recom-
mend or you see can be done to encourage other strong, female 
CEOs and female small business owners to run for public office? 
 
Hanson:  I think we need to prop one another up!  The greatest thing 
another woman can say to me is “I’ve got your back—no matter what!”  
I think many women are concerned about the attacks they will get if 
they step out to run for office--attacking their family, personal or profes-
sional life. Why is this relevant?  We need to be sticking to our party’s 
platform and principles, not picking one another apart over personal 
choices.  Unfortunately, many times we women are too busy nitpicking 
and tearing one another apart rather than building consensus around 
qualified female candidates. 
 
Hawk:  What advice would you give to a young (30-something) 
woman just starting to build her career in the corporate sector or 
as an entrepreneur to encourage her to seek a position of leader-
ship in her organization/company, as well as in her community--

or, more importantly, to run for 
public office? 
 
Hanson:  As a female candidate 
(or entrepreneur), don’t be shy 
about touting your qualifications.  
This is one the top reasons why 
we need to be more of a sister-
hood--we need to be singing one 
another’s praises!  I’ve noticed 
that, especially in the South, we 
are taught to be gentile and gra-
cious about our accomplishments, sometimes to the point of letting 

others pass over us for leadership positions. 
This is why it’s important to have a network 
of women around us to encourage one an-
other. Women should be a security blanket 
for one another.  We should be able to be 

completely confident about what other women would say about us.  
Positive comments about female peers in business and politics should 
be common-place, not the exception to the rule.  Let the boys fight 
among themselves while we get things done.  
 
Hawk:  In her book Lean In, Sheryl Sandberg (Chief Operating 
Office of Facebook) talks about "Women, Work, and the Will to 
Lead."  She states, "One reason women avoid assignments and 
new challenges is they worry too much about whether they cur-
rently have the skills they need for a new role.  This can become a 
self-fulfilling prophecy, since so many abilities are acquired on 
the job." (p.62)  How can Republican Women like you inspire other 
women to think about what they could do if they weren't 
afraid?  In other words, how would you encourage them to get out 
of their comfort zone? 
 
Hanson:  Most likely, no one walks into a new job or faces a new chal-
lenge with every skill necessary or all the answers to solve the prob-
lems.  But, as I mentioned earlier, having the network of women, the 
sisterhood, surrounding you will always make you more comfortable to 
take on a challenge.  It’s often easier said than done, but we have to be 
confident in our skillset. We also have to not be afraid of failure, and 
ready to learn something new.  Or, do what I learned from President 
George W. Bush: Surround yourself with people who fill your deficien-
cies.  
 

(Continued on next page) 
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By Lora Hawk 
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Hawk:  The Republican Party’s principles are solid and broad to 
include a diverse conservative base.  However, what are some 
actions/ideas organizations and local party officers can consider 
to invite more women to the table?  
 
Hanson:  First, I will say the Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women and its local chapters do an amazing job of outreach through 
events and publications.  I have met incredible women through the 
NFRW and GFRW who are, to say the least, role models in their dedi-
cation to the Republican Party.  
  
For the Young Republicans, outreach is truly on a grassroots level.  
For example, the Atlanta Young Republicans have appointed a 
Women’s’ Director.  This officer specifically focuses on recruiting 
women by hosting targeted events such as salsa lessons, a day at the 
gun range, or charity events.  AYR tries to keep these events smaller 
to enable women to feel more comfortable to walk into the room and 
really get to know others around them. One of the hesitancies women 
have about coming to YR meetings is if they are coming alone, that’s 
extremely intimidating. We have found that if women are able to meet 
other conservative women at the women’s events, they are much more 
likely to attend regular meetings. 
 
Hawk:  Do you have any other general advice for women? 
 
Hanson:  When considering how women are perceived in business 
and politics, be cautious about what you put out on social media. Far 
too often, women (and men are guilty too), but especially young 
women, treat Facebook or Twitter like a diary or a tell all book.  It is 
not!  If you decide to run for anything in the future, some random pic-
ture or statement taken out of context could be incredibly damaging 
and can, unfortunately, make you become a negative icon of the party.   

Who Am I? 
 

Meagan Hanson  has been involved in Republican politics 

since she was a young girl.  While at the University of Alabama, 
she was the Vice Chair of the Alabama College Republicans. After 
graduating from the University, she went to Washington D.C., 
where she was the defense legislative correspondent for Senator 
Jeff Sessions of Alabama.  Meagan then moved back to Alabama 
to attend law school at the University of Alabama School of Law.  
Since then, she has been everything from a campaign manager to 
volunteer, grassroots leader to Chairman of the Georgia Young 
Republicans.  She was recently elected Chairman of the State 
Chairmen's Association for the Young Republicans National Fed-
eration.  Originally from Alabama, she lives in Atlanta, Georgia, 
with her husband, David, and their two chocolate labs.  Meagan is 
the General Counsel and Director of Advocacy for the American 
Institute of Architects, Georgia Chapter.  When taking a break 
from politics, Meagan spends her time volunteering with the Junior 

League of Atlanta. 

 

Continued from previous page 

Interviewer Lora Hawk is a 
member of the GFRW Publica-
tions Committee.  She is the 
Founder and Principal of Scar-
let Hawk Consulting, a full ser-
vice consulting firm based in 
Atlanta.  Lora has worked on, 
consulted, and/or managed  
numerous state and local  
campaigns within the state.   

 
1st District Anne Mueller 
  Chatham County 
2nd District Vacant 
3rd District Chris Owen 
  Cowetta County 
4th District Bobbie Frantz 
  DeKalb County 
5th District Vacant 
6th District Laurie Padgett 
  Fulton County 
7th District Sarah Snyder 
  Gwinnett County 
8th District Varie Rustin  
  Houston County 

9th District Louise Little 
  Fannin County 
10th District Jean Blackstone 
  Oconee County 
11th District Johnell Woody 
  Cobb County 
12th District Lillian Smith 
  Columbia County 
13th District Joyce Hinton 
  Henry County 
14th District Nancy Hollingshed 
  Paulding County 

Delegates and Alternates attending the GFRW Biennial Convention in Marietta on October 26th will meet in District Conventions imme-
diately following the Saturday Luncheon to elect new District Directors.  The current District Directors will convene these meetings and 
report the names of the new directors to Judy True. 
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Our society today is becoming increasingly more acceptant of 
female participation within the corporate, political, and sports 
world.  Daily, media and other outlets are portraying women as 
a stronger force, accomplishing daunting tasks, and obtaining 
high positions of power never previously imagined to be 
achieved by a woman.  Indeed, specifically in regards to the 
young ethnic female, never before has our world offered so 
many avenues of support through scholarship programs, 
grants, organizations, student groups, and mere societal out-
look.  Therefore, as our society increasingly advocates female 
opportunity and power, why are not 
more young females, particularly ethnic 
females, becoming active politically?  
What might be done to boost involve-
ment among young ethnic females in 
the Republican Party? 
 
 The current generation has 
embraced a “here-and-now” mentality, 
eliminating a futuristic outlook and, in-
stead, placing emphasis on entertain-
ment, parties, social life, and “fitting in,” particularly in a college 
setting.  Even in regards to current events, young women are 
not engaging in the political fight, understanding business is-
sues, or even recognizing current events.  Instead, they are 
spending more time comparing themselves to the media, 
rather than educating themselves with the current events pre-
sented through the media.  They are consistently bombarded 
with ideals, focusing on what society believes they should be 
rather than what they could be.  Ultimately, they simply do not 
have a desire to become involved.  Indeed, this is a primary 
reason why involvement in the Republican Party is not repre-
sented by young ethnic females.  
 
 Therefore, as a young ethnic woman myself, how can 
I increase the involvement of my ethnic female peers? Funda-
mentally, in order to involve individuals in any cause, they must 

first emotionally relate to the cause and desire change -- thus 
inspiring involvement.  It is not necessarily about talking politics 
and business, but rather about equipping and empowering 
individuals to take control of their future world by actions they 
take today.  Through personal experience, inspiring young 
women, in particular, to become involved politically is more 
efficiently carried out by developing relationships first.  Here 
are some simple steps I recommend to increasing involvement 
among young ethnic females in the Republican Party, or poli-
tics in general: 

1. Develop relationships by finding    
common ground, i.e., shoe brands, hair 
styles, classes, sports 
2. Build on that relationship: Connect 
with them; relate to them; value them 
3. Share with them through casual 
conversation what you are passionate 
about 
4.     Communicate the importance and 
their ability to have a voice in society  
5.     Reveal to them ways to become I 

involved in the Republican Party 

 
Who Am I? 
 
Grace Ho is a senior at the University of Maryland, Balti-
more, soon to graduate with a degree in Economics.  She 
also studied intensive Chinese and business at the Univer-
sity of Finance and Economics in Shanghai, China, under 
the prestigious scholarship awarded by the Department of 
State.  Beyond her interest in economics, entrepreneurial 
opportunities, and politics, Grace is passionate about inter-
national involvement, having moved to Taiwan to teach Eng-
lish for a year, as well as Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, 
and Indonesia.  

October 2013 VOICES Magazine 

 

Increase Involvement  
Of My Peers (Young Females) and 
Ethnic Groups  
 
By Grace Ho 

 

 
Inspiring young women to 

become involved politically 
is more efficiently carried 

out by developing 
 relationships first... 
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I am the Chairman of the Georgia Teen Republicans; and, while I 
sense similar sentiments from fellow Teen Republicans, I can only 
voice my own opinions, questions, and concerns.  (For any lawyers 
reading this, that was my disclaimer.) 
 

Vigilance is an absolute neces-
sity, if a society is to maintain its freedom 
while protecting itself from an enemy that 
is closer than we ever imagined. It is at 
this time, however, that I am confused as 
to the definition of a free society. 

 
History taught me the Republi-

cans were the Party with the bold solu-
tions to counter lame demagoguery with 
conservative principles shaping smart 
initiatives with a desire to promote the 
success of the individual and the sense to stay out of his way when 
necessary.  All of these principles promoted capitalism and capitalism, 
in turn, promoted economic freedom.  What I see now are political 
bargains made to the detriment of average Americans with the word 
“transparency” – oddly enough – used as a smokescreen.  I see a fed-
eral government growing fat on its spoils and ever thin on integrity.  I 
see unfathomable national deficits.  If all that isn’t enough, I see a party 
that fights itself better than it fights liberals. 

 
We all agree educating voters is essential to rebuilding our 

Party.  That is where the Georgia Teenage Republicans come in.  We 
can get out the message, but we need the leadership of our Party to 
define the message.  We have ideas, but we need the help of the Re-
publican Party leadership in developing and promoting those ideas.  
For example, we need to find a voice within the Hispanic media . . . 

 

• not to make random promises, 

• not to berate our opponents, 

• not to assuage the fears propagated by our media and 
gleefully published by theirs; 

• but rather, to reiterate our principles and to explain why 
our way is the best way for all Americans and for any 
who wish to be an American. 

 
 Now, I am sure many would argue most young adults don’t 
have a clue about politics.  I’m afraid that isn’t so.  I bet half of them 
knew Dennis Rodman was our new Ambassador to North Korea before 

we did!  Seriously, many of these voters are fully aware of their favorite 
artist’s political views and use them whenever possible. 
We must develop stronger presences on college campuses.  We 
should continue to expose rampant liberalism in schools and be willing 
to challenge educators and administrators. 

 
 Finally, I believe I can speak for 
many of my fellow teen Republicans when I 
say we are afraid our leaders will continue 
to allow our country to spiral to the left and  
the “old guard” of the Party will not support 
the “new guard.”  We pledge to the Republi-
can Party our strength, our youthful exuber-
ance, and our bounty of ideas.  In return, we 
ask for your leadership and for your confi-
dence that we can return America to the 
great republic it has been. 

 
 Neil Bortz often quipped, “Hope is just delayed disappoint-

ment.”  I prefer to say hope, without action, creates disappointment. 

 

Who Am I? 
 
Michael-Chase Strollo (18) is the Chair-

man of the Georgia Teen Republicans.  He is 
a member of the Georgia Republican Party 
and serves on the Executive Committee.  In 
addition, he serves as a Committeeman on 
the Veterans Affairs Committee.  
 
Strollo previously served as the Georgia Stu-
dent Coalition Director for Newt Gingrich’s 
Presidential Campaign (2012) and as 2nd Vice 
Chair of the Georgia Teen Republicans.  In 
addition, he served as Chairman of the Fulton County Teen Republicans at 
Johns Creek High School, where he taught students the importance of partici-
pating in their community and of having a proactive role in local, state, and 
national government.  
 
Strollo is currently a junior at Johns Creek High School where he is an active 
student, both on and off campus.  Strollo plans to attend the University of North 
Georgia where he will pursue a degree in business, as well as expand his 
studies in political science.  He also plans to enlist in the Georgia National 
Guard.  

 

Help Teen Republicans 
By Michael-Chase Strollo 

Chairman, Georgia Teen Republicans 

 
We need the leadership of our Party 

to define the message.  We have 
ideas, but we need the help of the 
Republican Party leadership in de-

veloping and promoting those ideas.  
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It's time to get out and about!  We have tal-
ented women in our organization with many 
areas of expertise.  Let's use these skills and 
interests as an outreach mechanism to reach 
people in your community. 
 
 We have found that 75 percent of 
our members come to our clubs because they 
were invited by a friend or a business ac-
quaintance.  What better way to increase your 
network than to go to groups who are inter-
ested in hearing what you have to talk about. 
How?  Why not establish a Public Speaker’s 
Bureau in your club?  Make an opportunity to 
get out and speak to community groups -- 
chambers of commerce, events and trade 
associations -- to “create a buzz” about you 
and, more importantly, your club. The more 
speaking engagements you do, the word 
spreads, which leads to more speaking invita-
tions.  Create a "media or press kit" and a 
"welcome kit" and have it with you at all times. 
  
 Have invitations with you to a club 
event to hand out to those who express an 
interest, exchange business cards (yes, you 
should have a business card!).  Be sure to 
follow up with a phone call and invitation to 
coffee. 
 
 When you set up a speaker’s bu-
reau, advertise it all over -- in libraries, cham-
bers, volunteer organizations, etc.-- to whom-
ever might be potentially  interested in the 
topics members of your group have to offer.  
Have your group help get the word around 
about you and your speaking topics. 
 
 Here are 10 items you should in-
clude when setting up a public speaker’s bu-
reau: 

1. Speaker’s name and photo:  Make 
sure the photo is in jpeg format and one 
that captures the image you want to  

present. 

2. Current Position: ‘What you do profes-
sionally or organizations in which you 

volunteer  

3. Biography:  Short (50 words or less) 

4. Speech Titles with short descriptions:  
Have a variety of topics you enjoy speak-
ing on.  Be creative in the titles to pull 

people in to hear what you have to say. 

5. Scheduling: Tell people how to contact 

you to schedule you to speak.    

6. Cost:  Do you charge for talks? 
(Remember, speaking fees are negotia-
ble.  For example, you might require that 
the host cover your travel and hotel ex-
penses, in lieu of a speaker’s fee – or, in 
addition to a speaker’s fee.  It s important 
everyone has a clear understanding of 

these needs. 

7. Format for the training: 

• Workshop,  

• General Session,  

• Training/lecture, etc. 
 
8. Length:  30 minutes? 90 minutes? 4 

hours? Have several talks of varying 
length to accommodate the group’s time 

constraints. 

9. Topic:  Legal, Political, Religious, Volun-
teer, Relationships, Cooking, Bird Watch-

ing, etc. 

10. Audience:   Women only, men  only,  
young people, children, high school ,  
students, college students, business 
women --  or any combination thereof. 

 
Remember:  Speak up to reach out! 
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Who Am I? 
 

Patt Parker is currently 
chair of the NFRW PR 
Committee and Region 
V Director of the Arizona 
Federation of Republi-
can Women.  She has 
also served NFRW as 
vice president and two 
terms as MFRW Presi-
dent.  Her two passions 
are to train women lead-
ers and to elect Republi-
cans by ensuring Republicans are aware of 
and embrace Republican values, enabling 
them to knowledgably engage those in their 
circle of influence.  While Patt’s master’s de-
gree is in national security from the National 
War College, she also holds an MBA from 
Marymount University and has more than 100 
additional graduate hours in leadership devel-
opment, organizational effectiveness, and 
strategic planning. 

       The Federation 

By Patt Parker 
Chair, NFRW Public Relations Committee 

NFRW Public Relations Traveling Trophy 

The NFRW Public Relations Traveling Trophy is presented at the biennial convention to 
the state federation having submitted the most exemplary public relations program. 



26 

26 

October 2013 VOICES Magazine Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

I’ve lived in Hall County for 22 years.  Since I was 
raising kids and then building a media career, I never belonged 
to Republican groups as an official member until the last five 
years; but, I appeared at events, moderated debates, and at-
tended meetings of GOP, Tea Party, and FRW groups around 
the state and the country.   
 
 For the last several years, I’ve hoped for the formation 
of a Republican women’s group in Hall County as many other 
active women in Hall County have.  I’ve been a part of a group in 
Gwinnett County and in Dawson County.  Last year, at the 9th 
District Convention, a number of us talked about it.  
 
 Then the elections came and went and I found myself in 
an e-mail stream with Judy True, Bettye Chambers, Rebecca 
Yarbrough, Tressa Rawlinson, and Theresa Webb -- and we got 
to work. 
 
 Our club, Republican Women of Hall, was chartered on 
September 9th and it’s been a great ride.  
 
 So, how do you start a club in your neck of the 
woods?   
 

• Attend other GOP groups, get to know the women 
in those groups, and start networking.   

• Find a good core group of women.  
• Have several organizational meetings. 
• Schedule your general meetings with prominent 

speakers.  Our first big general meeting in Septem-
ber  featured  GA Senator Renee Unterman, and 
54 folks turned out! 

• Have meetings in the evenings and on the week-
ends, in order to reach out to different age groups 
of women.  

• Try to encourage women who are diverse in age, 
ethnicity, and work status.   

• Reach out beyond political events to recruit mem-
bers.  

• Take opportunities to talk about your club.  For 
example:  One morning a couple of us were at the 
bank taking care of signature cards and we struck 
up a conversation with the woman helping us.  We 
closed by inviting her to a meeting and we plan to 
follow up with her in a few weeks.  We found out  
she heads up a mentoring program in her commu-
nity and would have connections to like-minded 
women who might join our ranks.  Remember:  
Everyone is a possible member.  

  
 I am proud to be leading this club, but I couldn’t do it 
without a great team.  
 
 What ideas do you have relating to starting a club? 
Please e-mail me at martha@marthazoller.com  
 
 Let’s get going -- we have elections to run!  

 

By Martha Zoller  
President  

Republican Women of Hall  

Who Am I? 
 
Martha Mitchell Zoller is a col-
umnist, media personality, au-
thor, and former Republican 
candidate for the United States 
House of Representatives.  
Zoller, a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Georgia’s prestigious 
Grady School of  Journalism, 
lives in Gainesville, Georgia, 
with her husband. She is GFRW 
State Legislative Chairman.  She’s been named the Business 
Woman of the Year by the ABWA and is a Rotarian.  In July, 2008, 
Martha joined the University of Georgia Alumni Board.  

            The Federation 
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When asked to write an article on mentoring, I was glad for the oppor-
tunity, thinking it would be an easy piece.  For as long as I have been 
in the Federation, I have heard the importance of recruiting and 
grooming younger women.  How better to develop younger leaders 
than by being a mentor.  The question then became: Just what was a 
mentor and what does a mentor look like?.   
 
 As I usually begin, I looked for a definition of mentor.  Dic-
tionary.com defined a mentor as:  (1) a wise and trusted counselor or 
teacher; (2) an influential senior 
sponsor or supporter.  The syno-
nyms associated with mentor were 
adviser, master, guide, and precep-
tor.   
 
 Neither coach nor trainer 
was included in the definition of 
mentor.  A coach helps perfect cer-
tain skills by showing technique, 
offering feedback on execution, and 
suggests additional conditioning.  
This can be applied equally to ath-
letes and to business professionals.  
A trainer, on the other hand, helps 
develop habits, to make proficient by 
instruction and practice.  The coach 
draws on existing talent to improve 
performance to higher levels, while the trainer, through repetition, 
conveys a new skill set.  Both coach and trainer have specific goals 
within a defined area.  The mentor sponsors, supports, counsels, 
guides, or advises toward a conclusion, rather than showing the men-
tee “how” to do something or what to think.  
 
 With that in mind, I approached two ladies I consider wise, 
reasonable, and open.  By open, I mean willing to tell what they think, 
not what they think I want to hear.  The first was Mary Van Brink, a 
tech-writer and active volunteer.  The second was Shannon Ferketish, 
Director of the Integrative Studies Program, University College, Ken-
nesaw State University.  Each has been or is a mentor, and has had 

or has a mentor; therefore, they have practical experiences and in-
sights to share. 
 
 Mary, and her husband JD, are currently mentoring and 
coaching a young woman that came to Mary through a conversation 
with a project manager at work.  Their mentee is a young, under-
graduate woman who ultimately wishes to pursue public office, by 
becoming more involved at the grassroots level and working her way 
up the political ladder.  (This is the greatest need within the Federa-

tion – young women with conserva-
tive principles who have a goal and 
are willing to start at the bottom, 
learning along the way.)    
 
 During our telephone inter-
view, Mary spoke of a “mentor” who 
was assigned to her at work.  She 
felt he was more coach than mentor, 
watching her work patterns and 
habits, and providing feedback.  At 
that, I asked her to explain the differ-
ences she perceived between coach 
and mentor.  She said a coach helps 
improve skills through practice, while 
a mentor guides the individual by 
providing opportunity, introductions, 
and alternatives. 

 
 Mary sent a list of twenty-six steps to mentor/coach under-
graduates from the initial meeting to drawing out their interests, in-
structions on obtaining and distributing business cards, researching 
scholarship ideas, sponsoring involvement and volunteer opportuni-
ties, and other strategic assignments.  Although designed for college 
students, much of the approach would apply to any age.  To receive 
an e-copy of Mary’s approach to mentoring while coaching, send your 
request to jwoody1111@aol.com. 
 

                                                               (Continued on next page) 
.   

. . 
 

By Johnell Woody 
11th District Director 

 

Pub.domain. Flkr.com. Helping hands 
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Mentoring is a brain to pick, an ear to listen, and a push in the right direction.   

John C. Crosby 
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VOICESmail 
As VOICES Magazine continues to grow and attract contributors and readers,  
more articles are available than can sometimes be included in the regularly 
scheduled issues.   Likewise we receive articles deserving immediate distribu-
tion rather than waiting for scheduled publication dates.  
 
The VOICES staff initiated this news service – via Internet emails, through 
which time sensitive articles may be shared with readers as soon as the articles 
are available.  Such items may be repeated in upcoming issues of the magazine 
if they are still timely and relevant to readers’ interests. 

Who Am I?   

VOICES columnist Johnell Woody, 

has a degree in Business, Real Estate 
Emphasis, from Cerritos College, CA, 
and is currently studying for an addi-
tional degree at Kennesaw State Uni-
versity.  She has worked as a real 
estate broker, manager, trainer, and 
consultant.  She is the owner and di-
rector of Westwood School of Real 
Estate Studies and is a member of the 
Cobb County Republican Women’s 
Club and the Georgia Real Estate 

Educators Association. 

 Professor Ferketish defined mentoring as “…a relationship 
between two people, one who needs [and wants] guidance, and one 
who gives guidance.”  She said both benefit, through the opportunity 
to build a relationship and to help one soar – to achieve what they 
thought never possible.  “The mentor is the weathervane, the 
sounding board, that allows readjustment and prevention – not re-
peating mistakes of others,” she said.   
 
 When asked if mentoring was about shaping opinion, 
Professor Ferketish responded, “that should not be the intention, but 
it happens.”  The purpose of mentoring was not the recreation of a 
“mini-me,” but was to encourage critical thought and to look at eve-
rything with a 360º perspective and to think things through to possi-
ble consequences.  She cited her mentor, although she did not rec-
ognize her dad as her mentor for many years, who made sugges-
tions about looking at the same sets of facts from different perspec-
tives to gain a positive benefit from an otherwise negative situation. 
 
 Both of these women expressed the relational side of 
mentoring.  Mary recognized the mentoring and coaching facets of 
the relationship with her mentee, while Ferketish relied more on 
guidance, support, and finding potential opportunities than on 
coaching and/or training. 
 
 Regardless of the approach, it was not about having cre-
ated a carbon copy of opinion.  Relationship building was the pri-
mary ingredient in mentorship.  Relationships were built on an in-
vestment of time, capital, patience, respect, understanding, and 
acknowledging the value of divergent conclusions. 
 
 During my lifetime, I have had many people pass by leav-
ing bits of knowledge, wisdom,  experience, helping to guide me 
(note:  it is guide, not lead me).  But, there was only one real men-
tor.  He never told me what to think; most often he didn’t even tell 
me what he thought.  He just asked LOTS of questions and left me 
to find answers for myself.  When I came back with answers, he 

would ask me to explain how and why I came to a particular conclu-
sion, followed by a “what if.”  Those “what ifs” were the catalyst for 
looking beyond an answer to potential consequences.  Often, it was 
back to the drawing board, without him ever interjecting his opinion.  
When he was satisfied I had thoroughly studied a subject and drawn 
a sound conclusion (not necessarily the same conclusion he had 
drawn), there were no more questions.   
 
 To me, that is the best definition and the best purpose a 
mentor can serve:  to ask lots of questions (without providing an-
swers); then guide the mentee to look for information, to study the 
findings, and to respect (whether agreeing or not) the mentee’s 
conclusions. 
 
 If you don’t have a mentor, may I recommend finding a 
mentor, someone who challenges your thought processes and be-
liefs.  If you do have a mentor, thank your lucky stars first, then go 
find someone to mentor.   

October 2013 VOICES Magazine Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

 Mentors — Have One/Be One — Continued from previous page 
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Foothills Republican Women 

 
 

 
The 2012 election season presented us, Republicans, with a most 
unflattering perception about ourselves.  We were 
perceived and portrayed as not caring about the 
poor, the disenfranchised, or the community as a 
whole.  We were portrayed as only caring about 
ourselves and our, supposedly, rich friends.  Rightly 
or wrongly this perception has translated into a need 
for Republicans to dispel this perception, roll up their 
sleeves, and get to work.  One of my favorite Geor-
gia Republicans, Michael McNeely, ran his success-
ful campaign for First Vice Chair of the Georgia Re-
publican Party around a very relevant, 100 year-old 
quote by Theodore Roosevelt, “No body cares how 
much you know until they know you care.”  We, as 
Republicans, know a lot and have some great solu-
tions; but, we need to show we genuinely care about 
those in need and the problems our communities are 
facing.  We need to solve the problems ourselves 
and be solutions, especially in light of the need for 
fiscal responsibility at the local, state, and national 
levels.  
  
 Foothills Republican Women, even though a new and small 
club, is fortunate to have 100 percent of our members engaged in 
making a difference in the lives of others and in our community.  The 
engagement takes different forms.  For some, it’s raising money to 
build homes for the homeless, a crisis pregnancy center, and health-
care needs.  For others, it’s being a board member or even a director 
of a non-profit.  And still for others, it is giving of their time to serve 
those in need.   
 
 One of our members went to New Jersey over Christmas to 
help with Hurricane Sandy relief.  While there she was assigned to 
help a widow clean out her water-soaked and ruined garage.  The 
widow still had her Obama sign in her yard but commented on the fact 

that no one since November 5, 2012, had shown up again to help her 
or check on her.  She wondered if they really cared.   
 Another member spent the day before the state convention 
on behalf of our club pulling weeds, cleaning, and planting flowers at 
the Athens Area Homeless Shelter.  She brightened a small corner of 
the world for some children in challenging circumstances.  We as a 

club were also able to donate some needed items.   
 
 Additionally, our club has financially 
given to literacy programs and the arts in our com-
munity; but, at the end of the day it’s about per-
sonal involvement and showing up.  If you value 
life and want to see legislation passed protecting 
life, then start by volunteering at your local crisis 
pregnancy center.  Show woman in a crisis preg-
nancy that you are there to help, support, and that 
you care.  Even if the press doesn’t show up and 
doesn’t change their coverage of Republicans, 
individuals will notice.  We can show that we care 
because we do care.  Republicans at our core are 
about giving a hand up not a hand out.  So, go 
give that hand up to someone in need in your 
community and be involved.  You will make a 
difference and you just might win a few hearts and 
minds in the process! 

  

Who Am I? 
 
Linda Clary-Umberger, a native Georgian 
and self-proclaimed Republican since the 
age of 13, is the President of the Foothills 
Republican Women and founder of the 
new G.R.I.T.S. Women’s Leadership Initia-
tive, Chair of the Dawson County Republi-
can Party, and President of Private Sector 
Initiatives of Georgia.  In addition to serv-
ing on the Dawson County Arts Council Board and the Hall County 
Habitat for Humanity Board, she enjoys living on the family farm 
with her husband, Randy Umberger, and two of their four children 
in Dawsonville, Georgia.  The older two children are studying at 
Georgia Tech and Wofford College  

The Federation 

Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

By Linda Clary-Umberger, President 

Through Community Involvement 
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Attention Club Presidents 
Are your members missing out on important e-mail announcements and e-mailed publications?  

Update your club membership addresses and e-mail addresses FREQUENTLY.  Send updates to: 
Bobbie Frantz, Vice Chair 

Communications Committee 
4136 Briarglade Way 
Doraville, GA 30340 

bdfrantz@bellsouth.net 

Cobb County Republican Women’s Club 
 

By:  Barbara Hickey,  
Co-Chair, Constitution Committee, and President-elect 

 
CCRWC Distributes 5200+ Constitutions to 5th Graders!  This year 
marked the 226th birthday commemorating the signing of the U.S. Con-
stitution on September 17, 1787, by 39 brave men at the Constitutional 
Convention in Philadelphia. 
 
 Even before women had the right to vote, Republican women 
were dedicated to the “cause of Freedom,” forming clubs all over the 
country by the late 1800s. Their purpose was to promote Republican 
ideals and educate Americans about the purpose of a sound govern-
ment. 
 
 One of the best ways to celebrate the efforts of the women 
who came before us is to provide the U.S. Constitution to the fifth grad-
ers who are required by law to learn the document that Philadelphia 
Convention President George Washington described as “…the guide 
which I never will abandon.” 
 
 Since 2010, the Cobb County Republican Women’s Club 
(CCRWC) Constitution Committee (headed by Millie Rogers and Bar-
bara Hickey) has been delivering Constitutions to the fifth graders in the 
Cobb County and City of Marietta school systems. This is only one of 
the Caring for America initiatives for CCRWC. 
 
 With the cooperation of both school systems, principals are 

encouraged to contact us if they wish to partici-
pate in receiving a Constitution for each fifth-
grade student in their school.  Through the fi-
nancial support of our members, concerned 
citizens in the business community, and public 
officials and government leaders, we were able 
to purchase and deliver more than 5,200 Con-
stitutions with flashcards to students this year.  

 
 The response of our efforts determines the number of Consti-
tutions we are able to distribute.  Each dollar that we collect purchases 
one Constitution. 
 
 We are pleased each year to provide this learning tool that 
has excited students and impressed their parents.  We truly appreciate 
all our financial donors and delivery volunteers who have helped provide 
this document -- the supreme law of our country -- to our area’s fifth-
grade students. 
 
 Other Caring for America community initiatives over the years 
have included Diaper Day, working with hospice groups, preparing food 
for the homeless, a winter coat drive, and many others.  Most luncheons 
feature a charity which is given time to speak and to collect donations.  
Often our members volunteer their time and additional funds as well. 
This is a good time for us to learn more about the various charities in our 
community and to help others. 
 

Who Am I? 
 
Barbara Hickey, GFRW 3rd Vice Presi-
dent has chaired  the Caring for America 
Committee and is NFRW Vice Chair of the 
Caring for America Committee.  She is a 
past president of the Cobb County Repub-
lican Women’s Club and has been 
“recruited” for another round of service as 
President.  She was in the 2007 Leadership Cobb Class and chairs 
several community organizations.  Barbara wrote The Top 40 Tips of 
Business Etiquette and her business is the Etiquette School of Atlanta. 

October 2013 VOICES Magazine Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

  

Teachingamericanhistory.org 
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One of my favorite publications is the JTECH Journal, a newsletter 
from JTECH Network in Alpharetta, GA.  The most recent issue 
contained an article that really hit home for me.  Their concept of 
marketing is appropriate for local Federation clubs seeking to build 
or refine their membership efforts, because . . . building member-
ship IS all about marketing! 
 
 Jay Ryerse of JTECH shared a basic 4-step “farming” 
strategy that his company often uses when looking for new clients 
for their business.  Their farming strategy deliberately and consis-
tently promotes the business with new potential prospects.  This 
same 4-step “farming” strategy applies equally well to clubs seeking 
to build membership. 
 

Step 1:  Choose your farm territory.  Identify the 

group of perspective members you are going to work doubly hard to 
turn into club members.  Ryerse cautions us -- “Don’t spread your-
self too thin by choosing a market so big you don’t have the . . .  
resources to adequately market to your list.”  In other words, cull 
your mailing list to those you think are really potential members for 
your club.  “An important rule of thumb is that you should be able to 
mail this list every month and run a bigger, more comprehensive 
promotion once a quarter. “ 
 

Step 2:  Plant the seeds.  Carefully define what your 

club has to offer . . . these are the “seeds.”  Plan an initial introduc-
tory membership offer which can be shared by e-mail or as a flier.  
Once distributed, follow up with phone calls and/or e-mails.   
 

Step 3:  Work the fields.  A good farmer visits his fields 

frequently, touching and tending his crop.  Likewise, your member-
ship committee needs to “touch” the list of potential members fre-
quently through multiple media, including mail, e-mail, and phone 
contacts.  And, don’t forget the power of the public media that they 
read/watch/listen.  Promote your club events through local media.  
“Often prospects will lurk for months or years before they buy.”  You 
may not be able to afford continuous contacts with these folks; but, 

if your events are publicized in local media, these contacts are 
being reached.  Ryerse cautions most marketers give up way too 
soon! 
 

Step 4:  Weed and Feed.  The back-breaking work of 

tending the field is . . . pulling weeds.  In membership “talk,” that 
means eliminating people from your list whom you later discover 
aren’t a good fit or who are not interested (and never will be).  Peo-
ple move, lose interest, die, have overwhelming family commit-
ments, whatever . . . and so, you should always be grooming the 
field. 
 
 Ryerse encourages marketers (and those looking for 
members) to “reseed” by adding new prospects to the farm list 
regularly. 
 
 So, revisit your usual procedures for attracting members.  
Are you being selective with your membership territory?  Are you 
planting seeds that will grow?  Are you diligently working your 
fields?  And, are you weeding and feeding the field of potential 
members?  Consider these guidelines and reap a great harvest! 
 
(Resource:  Ryerse, Jay. Sept. 2013.  Marketing 101; Farming for 
Leads. JTECH JOURNAL. JTECH Networks, Alpharetta, GA. ) 
 

Who Am I? 
 
Judy True is 1st Vice President of 
the Georgia Federation.  Prior to her 
retirement as a college professor, 
she was Southeastern Regional 
Director for Membership and Devel-
opment with the International Read-
ing Association. The elected position 
was for promoting membership de-
velopment within a 13 state region 
comprised of state organizations 
and local councils. 

Public Domain Pictures. net 

By Judy True 
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Past Presidents 

Of the  

Georgia Federation of 

Republican Women 
 

S.S. Halliburton, 1957 
Halycon “Chon” Bell, 1960 to1962 

Anne Bateman, 1962 to 1964 
      Rita Creeson & W.C. LeShanna,  

Oct. 1964 to March, 1965 
Lee Ague Miller, 1965 to 1967 
Bootsie Calhoun, 1967 to 1968 

Virginia Estes Massey, 1968 to 1971 
Margaret Holliman, 1971 to 1975 

Lil McAfee, 1975 to 1977 
June Kidd, 1977 to 1979 

Kathie Miller, 1979 to 1983 
Helen Van Waldner, 1983 to 1985 

Sandra Deyton, 1985 to 1987 
Reva Jennings, 1987 to 1989 

Kathie Miller, 1989 to 1993 
Sharon Jacoby, 1993 to 1997 
Emma Hinesley, 1997 to 2001 

Valerie Betz, 2001 to 2005 
Millie Rogers, 2005 to 2009 
Susan Voyles, 2010 to 2012 
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I Too Have Become Disillusioned 

By Matt Patterson (Newsweek Columnist – Opinion Writer) 

'Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, Humpty Dumpty had a great fall 

[he fell down & broke his crown]...All the kings horses and all the kings 

men, couldn't put Humpty together again....' 

The NFRW Leadership Development Committee announces the posting of Treasurer 
Training on the NFRW website, www.nfrw.org.  The content of this module focuses on 
information to assist Club and State Federation Treasurers to better perform their duties.   

 

The responsibilities of the Treasurer are twofold:   
financial and membership reporting.  

 
 The financial aspect of the job determines the treasurer to be the custodian of 
the club or state funds, including:  receiving and dispersing all monies, maintaining accu-
rate records according to accepted accounting practices, and reporting the financial 
status of the organization to the Board of Directors and to the membership.  The treas-
urer usually serves as the chief financial officer of the club or state federation. 
  
 The membership reporting function requires the treasurer and the member-
ship chairman to work closely together to maintain and report accurate membership 
numbers and required data.  The membership reporting schedule and procedures for 
state federations are determined by NFRW and are announced each year on the NFRW 
website.  This schedule will be modified by the state treasurer to ensure clubs report 
their data in a timely manner to allow prompt reporting by the state federation treasurer 
to NFRW 

  
 Each of our 50 states has very different laws concerning finance, candidate, 
and PAC reporting, so it is critical all treasurers know their state laws for governing these 
activities.  They must also know the bylaws and financial policies of their club and state 
and comply with all to adhere to our “BE SAFE -- NOT SORRY” mantra. 

 

 Again, this very informative Treasurer Training module may be found in the 
NFRW website's Member Center inside the Digital Resource Library and under the 

Leadership Development heading. 

Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

By Kay VanSant    
Chairman 
NFRW Leadership Development Committee & 
NFRW 3rd Vice President Elect 
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I AM an American  
By:  Vivian L. Childs 

 
I am an American. 

 
The Constitution is my source of strength.  

 It has equipped us with the words necessary to lead and guide this country.  
  

 I am an American.  
 

………. 
 
 

  I will not apologize for doing what’s right,                                                                                  
be put aside without a fight, be sat down, be tossed around, or be shut down. 

  
 ………... 

  
America,    

you can count on me;                                                                                                            
because I am, an American.           

  
…………… 

 

Sorrow can’t slow me.                                                                                                           
Disease can’t discourage me,                                                                                                    

man can’t entice me,                                                                                                            
and lust for fame does not own me; 

  
because, because,  

 
 I am,   

an American.  
   

Copyright  2009  V.L. Childs.  No part of this poem may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means 
without the  written permission of the publisher. V.L.CHILDS/UICF  LLC   vlccreations@yahoo.com      

 
Excerpts from “I Am An American”:  by Vivian L. Childs, Chair, GFRW Rules & Bylaws Committee  
The poem in its entirety  can be found at www.vlchilds.com  or by emailing vlccreations@yahoo.com..                                                                                  
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October 24-26, 2013 

Hilton Marietta  

Conference Center 

Marietta, Georgia 

The Georgia Federation of Republican Women (GFRW) will be 
electing officers during the Biennial Convention. The Nominating 
Committee has submitted the following slate of officers. All candi-
dates have met the eligibility requirements specified in the GFRW 
Bylaws and the qualifications in the GFRW Standing Rules to serve 
as an elected officer for the 2014-2016 term. 
 
 President  Ruby Robinson 
    Golden Isles RWC  
 1st Vice President  Suzi Voyles 
    Savannah Area RWC 
 2nd Vice President Vicki Temple 
    RW of Henry County 
 3rd Vice President  Linda Clary-Umberger
    Foothills RW 
 Secretary  Sheila Galbreath 
    Savannah Area RWC 

  Treasurer  Billie Dendy 
    Cobb CRWC 
       Asst. Treasurer  Open  
   
Nominating Committee:   
 Joyce Hinton, Chairman; Helen Story, Secretary. 
 Members: Denise Oginio, Linda Clements, Sharon White 
 Alternates: Lydia Hallmark and Elaine Watson 

 

 

 

Hats off to the new clubs in North Georgia, and special ac-
colades to those clubs that are re-grouping, re-organizing 
and GROWING! 
 
 Two new clubs have been organ-
ized in the 9th District within the past year: 
 
 Foothills Republican Women with 

 27 members and 14 associate 
 (December, 2012) 

 Republican Women of Hall with 41 

 members and 5 associates  (September, 
 2013) 

 
 The Cherokee County Republican 
Women and Bartow County Republican 
Women have reorganized and the clubs are 
growing.  Presidents Joan Conkey and 

Deanna Berry are working hard planning great meetings 
and events to educate, empower, and elect the best candi-

dates by engaging new members, re-
kindling the fire in returning members, 
and capturing the attention of the com-
munity. 
 
 2014 and 2016 will test the 
fiber of strong Republican women.  
The female vote has been credited 
with winning elections – that’s us and 
the gauntlet has been laid!  Ladies, it 
is up to us to carry the fight.  The Re-
publican Women of North Georgia 
have taken up the challenge – won’t 
you join them in keeping Georgia 
RED? 

By Johnell Woody, 11th District Director 
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Librarian: J. D. Van Brink 

Introduction – Dr. Benjamin Solomon 
Carson first came onto my radar back 
in 1987, when he became the first sur-
geon to successfully separate con-
joined, or Siamese, 
twins who were 
joined at the back of 
the head.  Then, on 
February 7, 2013, he 
was the keynote 
speaker at the Na-
tional Prayer Break-
fast where, with 
President Obama 
sitting ten feet away, 
he commented on 
the dangers of political correctness and 
the national debt, the justification for a 
proportional (flat rate) tax, the need to 
change course for our failing public 
schools, and using health savings ac-
counts as a solution to America’s health 
care problems.  This immediately put 
him back on my, and millions of other 
American’s, radar.  His 2012 book, 
America the Beautiful: Rediscovering 
What Made This Nation Great is a 
blend of autobiography, history, and 
advice.  Using examples from his own 
experience, Dr. Carson examines why 
this nation was founded, what made it 
great, and how it can be restored to 
greatness.  However, if the reader is 
looking for red meat from a partisan 
ideologue, this book will be very disap-
pointing.  Dr. Carson applies his ana-
lytical skill and training as a neurosur-
geon to offer logical solutions to many 
of our nation’s challenges.  As he rhet-
orically asks in the book’s Prologue, 
“The question is, can we learn from the 
experiences of those nations that pre-
ceded us and take corrective action, or 
must we inexorably follow the same 
self-destructive course?”  He believes 
that, with God’s grace, our best days lie 
ahead of us. 

Autobiography – Dr. Carson’s life 
story is inspirational and is illustrative of 
the American dream.  Growing up poor 
and black in Detroit with a single 
mother who could not read, he rose to 
become the Director of Pediatric Neuro-
surgery at Johns Hopkins University.  
Along the way he conquered an initial 
fear of public speaking, learned to con-
trol his temper, and reversed his low 
self-esteem to be a top student by be-
coming a voracious reader.  He even 
stopped attending “boring” lectures at 
Yale to instead spend his time reading, 
which is how he says he learns best.  
Also, he has been on a philosophical 
journey throughout his life.  As a child, 
he was surrounded by Democrats who 
were on public assistance, believed in 
big government, and had a negative 
view of Republicans and conservatives.  
He shared those views until his own 
experience and reading informed him of 
the truth and wisdom in much of con-
servative thought.  Today, he is an in-
dependent who shuns partisan politics, 
supports the Tea Party movement, and 
seeks logical solutions through delib-
eration and constructive compromise. 

History – Dr. Carson describes how 
America was founded on individual, 
religious, and economic liberty, and 
points out the influence that ancient 
Israel’s and medieval England’s experi-
ments with self-government had on this 
nation’s founders.  Other than misat-
tributing Thomas Paine’s “These are 
the times that try men’s souls” quote to 
his Common Sense, rather than to his 
The American Crisis pamphlet, Dr. Car-
son displays a keen understanding and 
insight into American history. 

Advice – I could spend an entire re-
view relating Dr. Carson’s solutions; 
but, to summarize, they all stem from 
his strong belief in Christianity, educa-

tion, hard work, and self-reliance.  He 
recommends more educational choice, 
personal retirement and health care 
accounts, a flat rate tax, and reconsid-
ering government employee unions. 

Conclusion – Although Dr. Carson has 
written four other bestselling books, 
America the Beautiful is the first I have 
read.  He covers a lot of ground in this 
book, and this limited review cannot do 
it the justice it deserves, so please read 
this book. 

Hardcover:  205 pages / 

ISBN:  978-0-310-33071-4 

 

Who Am I? – 

John David (JD) 
earned his MBA 
from Tennessee 
Technological 
University in 
1984. He has 
worked at Olin 
Corporation, 
EDS, General 
Motors, IBM, Barclay’s American Bank, 
Duke Power, and The Institute for Nu-
clear Power Operations (INPO).  JD 
now works as a software developer at 
one of the largest credit card process-
ing companies in the world, Total Sys-
tem Services (TSYS), in Kennesaw, 
GA. Also, JD is the Chairman of the 
Georgia Tea Party™ and The Simple 
Tax. He enjoys reading books on a va-
riety of topics including history, politics, 
and philosophy. 
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T.E.A.M. . . . Together Everyone Achieves More 

Editor and Layout Artist:  Judy True.  First Vice President of GFRW and Editor of VOICES,  Judy is a well known 

author and speaker on organizational leadership topics and has edited a wide variety of publications for professional organi-
zations and  nonprofit groups.  She also serves as Vice Chairman of the NFRW Public Relations Committee and is Editor  
of the READ Newsletter (Reading Education Association of Dawson County).  Judy founded LEADER—an international  
special interest group, and served as President and Executive Director.   A retired  professor from the University of North 
Georgia, she belongs to the  Republican Women of Hall.  

Associate Editor: Sherry Roedl.  Sherry chairs the GFRW Publications Committee.  As  a member of the commit-

tee she revised the Policy and Procedures Manual and compiled the Georgia entry for NFRW’s Public Relations Award.  A 
former Executive Director of the Cobb Symphony Orchestra, Sherry also served as President of the Board of Directors and 
Executive Director of Metropolitan Youth Symphony Orchestra of Atlanta  She is a licensed real estate broker, formerly 
affiliated with Harry Norman Realtors.  She is Treasurer of the Cobb County Republican Women’s Club and serves as a 
member of the NFRW Public Relations Committee.   

Feature Editor and Regional Distribution Director:  Millie Rogers.  Millie acquires feature articles and 

directs distribution of  VOICES to national and state leaders.  A GFRW Past President, she chaired the GFRW American-
ism Committee and was a Liberty Day Project Coordinator.   Millie is Past President of  Cobb County Republican Women 
and Past 2nd Vice President of the Cobb County Republican Party.  She currently chairs the NFRW Program Committee.  
MiIlie is employed by the Cobb County Board of Commissioners. 

State Distribution Director and Postmistress for VOICESmail: Bobbie  Frantz.  Bobbie is VOICES 
mail postmistress and she distributes VOICES Magazine to members through emails and postings on www.gfrw.org—the 
website.  Bobbie began her work on VOICES as a photographer for the publication before becoming Distribution Direc-
tor.  A former President of North DeKalb Republican Women, she is currently Treasurer and Publicity Chair for the DeKalb 
GOP and  GFRW 4th District Director.   Bobbie is a retired Legal Administrator.  

Columns Editor: Ullainee Stokes.  Ullainee Stokes secures articles from standing columnists of VOICES.   A 

Members of the GFRW Bylaws/Rules and Resolutions Committee, she is a Past First Vice President, Treasurer and Sec-
retary of GFRW.  She is the current Secretary and Newsletter Editor of Central DeKalb Republican Women and a Past 
President.  Ullainee is retired from the construction and insurance industry.   

Manuscript Editor: Babe Atkins-Byrne.  Babe Atkins Byrne  edits the initial copy of VOICES.  She  chaired the 

GFRW Membership  and Campaign Activities Committees, and is a 30 year member and Past President of the Cobb 
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