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Judy True, Editor, E-mail:  
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Direct your ideas for feature articles 

to: 
Millie Rogers 
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VOICES provides a forum for a wide 
spectrum of opinions and permits  

divergent viewpoints without imply-
ing the endorsement of the Federa-

tion.  Bylined articles represent   
opinions of the  authors and not  

necessarily those of GFRW. 

Keeping in mind one-quarter of U.S. voters are persuadable, the mission of VOICES is twofold: 
(1) share information about election issues and (2) present articles and talking points in a format which 
readers can duplicate. 

 
This  special election edition of VOICES Magazine opens with the life summaries of the presi-

dential candidates prepared by VOICES Associate Editor, Sherry Roedl.  Georgia Representative Tom 
Price reviews how the Republican Romney —  Ryan ticket is a positive vision for the future of our country. 

 
For months, we have been hearing about the “war on women.”  Toria Morgan puts the “war” into 

perspective and challenges us to educate ourselves and others.   
 
Articles entitled “Time is of the Essence” and “Maximize the Potential of Your Message” spell out 

how you can take an active part in making an impact on this critical presidential election.  And . . . don’t 
forget the other crucial elections going on around the country for the Senate and House of Representa-
tives.  YOUR voice must extend far beyond Georgia state boundaries.  

 
The real meat of this special edition is the point-by-point review of election issues from the per-

spectives of both Republicans and Democrats.  Frequent columnist Mary Van Brink and VOICES staff 
member Bobbie Frantz have spent many hours researching each of the eight issues selected for this edi-
tion and bulleting the talking points for ease of reference.  Each of us can be grateful to our trio of re-
searchers: Sherry Roedl, Mary Van Brink, and Bobbie Frantz for the ammunition they provide to us.  

 
As Thomas Sowell said, “Much depends on the wisdom of the voters.” (2011, July 5. Atlanta 

Journal Constitution. p. A12)  Help educate other voters so they will not be swayed by just charisma and 
rhetoric, but will see beyond the rhetoric to the realities.  Make copies of the issues about which you feel 
most strongly.  Copy the pages and carry them with you.  Share copies with your neighbors.  Copy the 
issues to your computer desktop and email them to your friends, family, and acquaintances across the 
country.  If we have a “war on women,” use VOICES to gather ammunition to take into this election.   

 

It’s up to YOU to get  Romney and Ryan elected.   
It’s up to YOU to get the lights back on in our White House. 

 
By Judy True 

Editor of VOICES Magazine 

 

 
 

Use this as a manual to get people out to vote for Romney and 
Ryan. Educate yourself, use the talking points that are most com-
fortable for you and get involved in the election of not only our 
life, but for generations to come.   

Rose Wing, GFRW President 
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TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 

 
Not only is this the time for you to be an informed voter, it is also a critical 
time for you to help your friends, acquaintances, and loved ones to be in-
formed voters.  You are encouraged to do three things: 

• Research the resumes of the candidates; 
• Research where each candidate stands on                
 the issues that are important to you; 
• And . . . get out the vote! 

 
 With the presidential election just days away, the campaigns are in 
high gear, and we are sprinting to what will be a very close finish.  Make the 
most of the time left to influence this vote.  Continue to update your informa-
tion and share your research with other voters in your personal network.  
Forward your political findings to your email friends.  Please review this spe-
cial campaign edition of VOICES Magazine and study information about the 
issues important to you.   

 The play of events has prompted frequent changes or modifications 
to candidates’ stands on issues.  Some have made changes called for by 
events.  Others have made changes in order to say what they think the 
public wants to hear.  Voters must determine what is most important, as 
they decide who will best lead and provide for our country.  Keep up with 
what the candidates are saying . . . an awesome task, but not impossible.   

 The Internet continues to be a treasure trove of sites providing cur-
rent information and up-to-date profiles of the candidates.  Go to 
www.OnTheIssues.org.  Click on the picture of a candidate for background 
information and a summary of their stand on a variety of issues.  Also check 
out www.ProCon.org for a concise identification of where each candidate 
stands — pro or con -– on questions dealing with the issues that are impor-
tant in this presidential campaign.  These are only two of the many sources 
available to you.   

 We have an unwritten “Contract” with our  country -- a con-
tract requiring us to be informed voters.  Like real estate contracts, our 

political contract contains the statement —“Time is of the essence.”  
Time is of the essence if YOU are going to make an impact in this campaign.  
 

By Judy True, GFRW First Vice President , Editor of VOICES Magazine, and 
Vice Chair of the NFRW Public Relations Committee. 

MAXIMIZE THE POTENTIAL  

OF YOUR MESSAGE  

 
If a message is sent and not received the way it is intended, communica-
tion does not occur.  In addition to the top issues of Election 2012 (i.e. 
the economy, health care, immigration), this basic communication princi-
ple will be a defining issue in November.  Whether or not we can send a 
message that is also “received” will determine if we win. 
 

Engage.  Don’t be afraid to engage with people in non-threatening 
ways. 

Listen first.  Listen actively with an intention to understand the 
other person.  You will learn how they think.  Once people feel 
heard, they are more likely to listen to you.  

Remain calm.  If you get upset, you can lose an opportunity to 
share your thoughts with an otherwise open-minded person. 

Acknowledge.  Acknowledge their perspective respectfully, even if 
you disagree with it.  Simply neutrally repeat back to them 
what they said to you.  For example, “It sounds like you be-
lieve x.”  This shows you are listening and keeps the conversa-
tion alive.  

Agree where you can.  When you can, agree with them to build 
trust.  You care, too.    

Ask follow-up questions.  This is how you can uncover possible 
illogical or emotional reasons for their conclusions.  For exam-
ple, “Do I understand you right that you believe x?”  How did 
you arrive at that conclusion?”  This will make the person 
“think.” 

Share your perspective.  Tell them what you think, once you know 
they are listening. 

Include the word “because.”  Opinions are more persuasive and 
credible when you explain reasons “why” you believe what you 
do.  For example, “I think that we should do x, because ….” 

 
     Don’t feel like you have to convince them in the one minute you will 
have to talk with them.  By having a positive exchange, you will repre-
sent Republicans well and maximize the possible potential for your mes-
sage to truly be “received.” 

 
By Rachel Woods, TFRW VP Programs and Toni Anne Dashiell, TFRW 
past President & NFRW Regent, Co-Authors of Leading for Freedom 
Leadership Skills for Republicans.  http://www.leading4freedom.com 

GEORGIA FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
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GEORGIA FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN 

 

It has been said that the choice of a vice presi-
dential running mate is the first major decision a 
candidate for the presidency will make.  In choos-
ing Congressman Paul Ryan (R-WI), Governor 
Mitt Romney has made it clear he not only takes 
that decision with the utmost seriousness, but he 
also believes this election should be about the 
big challenges our nation faces and the bold 
solutions needed to put America back on the 
right track. 
 
 Anyone who has had the opportunity to 
know or work with Congressman Ryan under-
stands his passion and dedication to solving the 
enormous challenges facing America.  Since 
coming to Congress and having the chance to 
get to know Paul as a friend and colleague, I can 
honestly say there has been no greater ally for 
those of us fighting to change the reckless habits 
of Washington.  He understands how short-
sighted political motivations too often lead to 
excuses that ignore the long-term damage being 
done to the nation’s fiscal and economic well 
being. 
 
 We have had 42 straight months of 
unemployment at or above eight percent.  After 
promising he would cut the deficit in half in his 
first term, President Obama’s trillion dollar annual 
deficits have laid an unprecedented level of debt 
onto the backs of the next generation.  Rather 
than embrace the spirit of free enterprise, the 
Obama Administration has built a political econ-
omy based on crony capitalism in which Wash-
ington picks winners and losers.  Families and 
small businesses live under the threat of higher 
taxes, while the heavy hand of government holds 
back America’s entrepreneurs with an unending 
stream of regulatory red tape. 
 
 The president’s signature domestic  

achievement, his health care law, will take power 
away from patients, families, and physicians and 
give it to unelected, unaccountable boards of 
bureaucrats in Washington. This is particularly 
concerning for seniors on Medicare because 
President Obama and Washington Democrats 
have chosen to raid that vital program to the tune 
of $716 billion in order to help fund the health 
care law. 
 

 
 This, of course, stands in stark contrast 
to the plan Congressman Ryan and House Re-
publicans have championed in our budget and, 
more importantly, the plan Governor Romney 
and Congressman Ryan are championing in this 
election.  Under both Medicare reform plans, 
those in or near retirement would see no 
changes to their Medicare plan.  The $716 billion 
would essentially be returned to Medicare.  In 
addition, we would save and strengthen the pro-
gram so those 54 and younger would have the 
option in the future to stay on traditional Medicare 
or choose from a selection of health insurance 
plans that may better suit their needs. 
 
 There is no shortage of evidence to 
point to the failures of President Obama’s presi-
dency and the dangerous road down which his 
administration would lead the nation in a second  
term.  Moreover, the distortion and demagoguery 
we have seen from Democrats and, in particular, 

the Obama Campaign during these debates is 
old news to those like Paul Ryan who have had 
the courage to put forth a plan for America’s 
future. 
 
 After all, we cannot rely simply on iden-
tifying the big issues or the president’s failures. 
We have to be prepared to confront them.  That 
is why Republicans have been willing to step 
forward with positive plans to get our work done 
on behalf of the American people.  Ryan has, 
throughout his career, shown there are ways to 
address a broken tax system, reduce spending in 
Washington, and keep the basic functions of 
government – like national defense – operating in 
a way that best serves the country.  He’s shown 
a keen understanding of how our economy works 
and what the government should and, more im-
portantly, should not do, so we can see greater 
growth, job creation, and opportunity. 
 
 This election will be a choice between 
the policies and politics of President Obama that 
divide the nation and leave the American people 
with greater debt and economic insecurity and 
the solutions put forward by Republicans that 
embrace America's spirit of free enterprise while 
ensuring we do not leave a mountain of debt and 
economic uncertainty to the next generation. 
 
 A great debate is needed today to 
move our nation in the right direction.  As a prin-
cipled voice for positive solutions that will help 
strengthen our economy and build a future of 
opportunity and prosperity, Congressman Ryan 
is the perfect choice by Governor Romney.  At a 
time when the country is in need of leadership, 
Governor Romney and Congressman Ryan will 
focus this election and this debate on the issues 
that matter most to the American people.  

. . . Republicans . . .  
embrace America’s spirit of 
free enterprise while ensuring 
we do not leave a mountain of 
debt and economic uncer-
tainty to the next generation.  

By Rep. Tom Price, MD (R-GA) 
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How many have heard that Republicans have 
declared war on women and wondered where in 
the world that came from?  Apparently, our friends 
across the aisle believe the only things women are 
concerned with are sex and who will pay for the 
contraception.  According to the Los Angeles 
Times, a poll shows women giving the president a 
lead over Mitt Romney in battleground states.  
DNC Chairwoman Wasserman-Schultz said, 
"That's because of Republicans' focus on contra-
ception, abortion, and other social issues."  She 
said this "was driven by the Republicans' focus on 
issues such as whether health insurance should 
have to cover contraception." 
 
 I personally believe we as women are 
more complex and have much deeper concerns.  I 
would certainly hope we as a group, Republican 
and Democrat women alike, would express our 
displeasure with the way the mass media makes 
us appear so shallow. 
 
 Women voters worry about the future of 
their children.  They do not want their daughters to 
become “a Julia”-- the young woman created in 
the Democrat image who is dependent on the 
government for everything she needs from the 
cradle to the grave. 
 
 Governor Romney acknowledged to 
Politico he has "work to do" to get his message out 
to women.  "We need to make sure we take our 
message to the women of America, so they under-
stand how we're going to get good jobs and we're 
going to have a bright economic future for them 
and for their kids.  And, make sure that these dis-
tortions that the Democrats throw in are clarified 
and the truth is heard." 
  
 I believe women are concerned with:  
• Education for our children and grandchildren;  
• The cost of gas that gets us to our jobs, IF we 

have one; 
• The economy if we don't;  
• Interest received on savings accounts and 

retirement benefits;  
• Economic freedom to start up a business;  
• Medicare for our parents and ourselves, as 

well as concern for our children.  There is a 
reason some of us are called the sandwich 

generation;  
• The security of our borders; and, 
• Our second amendment rights. 

 
 There are more women than men overall 
who are registered to vote; therefore, we need to 
educate ourselves on all the issues, so we can 
enlighten and educate our girlfriends whose only 
means of education is the mass media. 
  
 David Frum with the Daily Beast says, 
"Republicans will make a grave mistake if they 
persuade themselves that it's social issues that 
most strongly motivate women voters." 
 
 Linda DiVall, a Republican pollster with 
American Viewpoint, "expects the focus on the 
election to be on the economy."  Ms. DiVall bases 
her assessment on recent focus groups she con-
ducted with independent suburban women who 
voted for Obama in 2008 and are now undecided.  
For the women with no college degree and a 
household income under $50,000, putting food on 
the table and gas in the tank was the top concern.  
For the working college graduate, having enough 
money for their retirement was top of mind. 
 
 The Obama administration has injected 
itself into government loan guarantees to compa-
nies such as Solyndra (the solar energy company 
that filed for bankruptcy), not to mention refusing 
to allow companies to relocate into areas they 
deem unfriendly to unions.  Mitt Romney has said, 
"When the heavy hand of government replaces 
the invisible hand of the market, economic free-
dom is the inevitable victim." 
 
 Obama does not see his policies as 
harming American freedom.  But, his hands-on 
approach to the economy marks one of the big-
gest distinctions between Democrats and Republi-
cans.  An Obama campaign documentary, re-
leased March 15, portrays the president taking 
office as the economy teetered on the edge of 
collapse and then steering it back from the brink 
with a $787 billion stimulus package.  Romney 
says the weak recovery proves that Obama's ap-
proach was wrong.  
 
 Speaking in Chicago, Romney said, 
"This administration thinks our economy is strug-

gling because the stimulus was too small; the truth 
is we're struggling because our government is too 
big."  The current administration has done more to 
create a dependency on the government for as 
many people as possible than ever before in the 
history of our country.  We now have one out of 
every seven people receiving food stamps.  This is 
simply not sustainable.  
 
 Rich Galen in the April 11, 2012, Mull-
ing’s report said, "The election between Romney 
and Obama will be decided by who has the best 
ability to guide the nation through the next coming 
worldwide economic downturn.  If Americans think 
that class warfare is the right approach, then 
Barack Obama will be re-elected.  If on the other 
hand Americans believe that expanding opportuni-
ties to succeed is the best way to go, then Mitt 
Romney will be sworn in on January 20, 2013." 
 
 We need a president who understands 
the free market system and is more interested in 
everyone rising to the top, rather than spreading 
the wealth of the few. We need a president who 
understands the satisfaction of a hard day of work 
and the joy of the day’s accomplishments.  We 
need a president who knows our best days are 
ahead of us, as we work together as a nation, 
rather than a president who tries to divide us 
through class warfare.  We need a president who 
understands the best way to help companies grow 
is not to give them handouts, but rather to create 
an environment that encourages ingenuity and 
creativity.  We need a president who creates an 
environment that lowers taxes yet puts more 
money into the tax coffers through growth rather 
than worrying about “fairness.”  We need a candi-
date who realizes the fairest thing a president can 
do is make sure everyone has an equal opportu-
nity for greatness, but also realizes it is up to the 
individual as to what they do with that opportunity. 
 
 What can you as a female voter do to 
ensure your candidate is elected?  First and fore-
most, educate yourself; second, educate others; 
third, make sure all who believe America is still a 
shining light on the hill are registered to vote.  We 
as women need to know who we will vote for and 
what the candidate stands for on policies that will 
impact us.  We must be proactive! 

If not you, then who? 

By Toria Morgan 

 

Who Am I?  

Toria Morgan is a veteran political 
community activist and currently 
the Georgia GOP assistant treas-
urer.  She has served at all levels 
of the party and is a past president 
of the Cobb Republican Women.  
Toria is current chairman of Pock-
etbook Politics, an organization for 
professional women.  

GEORGIA FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
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Mitt Romney 

THE MAN: 

• Donated his salary  from the Olympics organizing 
committee of $922,980 and severance package of 
$476,000  to charity.  Donated $1 million to the 
Olympics organizing committee during his tenure.  
Net worth estimated at $255 million.   

• Took no salary as Governor of Massachusetts.  
Donated the money he inherited from his father to 
charity. 

• Fluent in French. 

• Described as low-key, self-assured, and self-
contained; a man with a sunny, positive 
disposition; a decision maker by devil’s advocate; 
ethically pristine, amiable, self-effacing; brilliant 
but not cocky; as prudent as he is ambitious; 
coveted by clients for his analytical cool; mature 
beyond his years; emotion-free crisis 
management style; frugal to the core; has a “zany” 
side; mirthful instinct. 

• Detractors view him as petty, vindictive, and self-
aggrandizing; risk adverse; headstrong and self-
assured—at times stubbornly so; having a coldly 
clinical approach to problem solving; politically 
expedient; defensive when challenged; resistant 
to advice from outside his immediate circle; 
perceived as phony, slick, a “flip flopper.” 

• Religion was central to Romney’s upbringing.  
Values emphasized by the Mormon Church 
include strong families, honesty, giving to charity, 
respect for human life, hard work, and clean living. 
The Romneys are considered one of the first 
families of Mormonism. 

• During campaign for governor, Romney spent a 
day every few weeks doing the jobs of other 
people in Massachusetts — he cooked sausages 

        at Fenway Park, worked on an asphalt 
        paving crew, stacked bales of hay on a 
        farm, volunteered in an emergency room,  
        served food at a nursing home, and   
        worked as a  child-care assistant.   
         
• Romney’s credo:  Surround yourself with 

smart, aggressive players and let them go 
to work. 

• His father, George Romney, was Mitt’s 
“North Star”; he idolized his father and 
thought everything he said was interesting. 

• George Romney’s advice to Mitt — to 
follow what he called a "three point formula 
for joyous achievement."  — "Dream and 
dream big, and if you'll dream big and if 
you'll work hard and if you pray always, 
your dreams will come true." 

 
• Inherited his tact and even temperament 

from his mother. 

• Not one to socialize with work colleagues. 

• Eschews many of the trappings of 
wealth—no cook or full-time maid. 

• Has a distaste for crony politics as well as 
nepotism. 

• Driven first by reason. 

• He is known for his caution; earned the 
nickname of “Doubting Thomas” by close 
friend Thomas Stemberg. 

• Has a gift for framing a problem and 
seeing a solution through; focuses on the 
task at hand with laser-like intensity. 

"Welfare without work erodes the spirit and the sense of self 

worth of the recipient.  And it conditions the children of nonworking 

parents to an indolent and unproductive life.”  [No Apology—The Case for American Greatness, 

by Mitt Romney, p. 251] 

EARLY LIFE: 
• Born:  Detroit, Michigan, March 12, 

1947; “miracle baby”—mother told she 
would not survive another pregnancy 
and probably could not get pregnant 
again. 

• Raised in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. 
• Attended Stanford University for one 

year. 
• Left Stanford to do missionary work in 

France for 30 months; lived on $100/
month; rang doorbells from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m.  

• 1971—undergraduate degree in 
English Lit.—3.97 GPA — Brigham 
Young University.   

• 1975— cum laude—Harvard Law 
School; MBA—Harvard Business 
School—became a Baker Scholar 
(reserved for  top 5% of the class). 

INNER CIRCLE: 

• Bob White—former partner with 
Romney at Bain Capital; longtime 
friend and senior adviser. 

• Spencer Zwick —worked on Salt 
Lake City Olympics; served as national 
finance chairman for the Romney 
campaign. 

• Mike Leavitt — former Utah governor; 
helped install Romney as Salt Lake 
City Olympics chief; leading Romney’s 
transition team to prepare for new 
administration. 

ENTRY INTO POLITICS: 

• 1994 — Ran for  the U.S. 
Senate against Ted Kennedy 
and lost. 

• 2003 — Elected governor of 
Massachusetts; served one 
term. 

• Served as Chairman, 
Republican Governor’s 
Association (2005-2006). 

• 2008 — Announced bid to 
run  as Republican 
presidential candidate; lost to 
John McCain. 

• May 29, 2012, wins 
nomination as Republican 
candidate  for  president. 

MILITARY EXPERIENCE: 
 
• Military Deferment as a 

“minister of religion” and 
for academic studies (July 
1966-February 1969). 

 
• Became eligible for mili-

tary service in 1970; drew 
a high number (300) in the 
annual draft lottery;  high-
est number called — 196. 

FAMILY LIFE: 
• 1969—married Ann Davies —4 

years after their first date; 5 sons; 
18 grandchildren; devoted to his 
family. 

 

• Mormon Code of Conduct places 
supreme value on strong families.  
Never took work home; when he 
was home, he was home. 

 

• Ann diagnosed with multiple scle-
rosis (1998); diagnosed with 
breast cancer  (2009) —  stage 
zero ductal carcinoma. 

 

• Ann is the center of Mitt’s uni-
verse.  

BUSINESS EXPERIENCE: 

• Boston Consulting Group. 
 
• Bain & Company Vice 

President (1978-1984). 
 
• 1984 Founded Bain 

Capital—15 year tenure. 
 
• 1991 named CEO of Bain & 

Company; 1992 returned to 
Bain Capital. 

 
• 1999 President— Salt Lake 

City Organizing Committee. 
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Barack Obama 

EARLY LIFE: 
• Lived in Indonesia (age 5/6 to age 10) 

with his mother and step-father, Lolo 
Soetoro; attended Catholic  and 
Muslim schools. 

 
• Education:  Punahou Academy—

entered as a fifth grader; excelled in 
basketball; attended Occidental 
College as Barry Soetoro for two 
years (records sealed); transferred 
to Columbia University; graduated in 
1983 with a degree in political science 
(records sealed); entered Harvard 
Law School  in 1988; February, 1990, 
elected as editor of the Harvard Law 
Review; graduated in 1991 (records 
sealed). 

 
• Habitual drug abuse in high school; 

admits to trying cocaine — “tried 
drugs enthusiastically”; called himself 
a junkie and pothead; drank heavily. 

 
INNER CIRCLE: 
• Valerie Jarrett—described as 

Obama’s “political soul mate”; his 
“consigliere”; born in Iran. 

 
• Rahm Emanuel—Obama’s former 

chief of staff; current Mayor of 
Chicago. 

 
• David Axelrod—chief strategist. 
 
• David Plouffe—political strategist; 

took Axelrod’s job. 
 
• Robert Gibbs—senior adviser to 

Obama campaign. 
 
• Susan Rice—U.S. Ambassador to 

the United Nations; friend of 
Samantha Power. 

 
• Samantha Power—foreign policy 

adviser; known for her radical left-
wing ideology. 

BUSINESS EXPERIENCE: 
• 1983-84 research assistant at Business 

International Corp. (NYC); helped write a 
newsletter; stayed a few months and 
abruptly quit. 

 
• 1985-1988 served as a community 

organizer for the Develop in Communities 
Project in Chicago (paid $10,000/year). 

 
• 1989 summer associate at the Chicago law 

firm Sidley Austin; Michelle Robinson was 
his mentor and became his wife. 

 
• 1992 ran Illinois Project Vote; began 

teaching at the University of Chicago as 
Lecturer; published no legal papers or 
treatises. 

 
• 1993-2004 worked as an associate, and 

then a partner, at the Chicago law firm of 
Davis, Miner, Barnhill & Galland. 

. 
• Published two autobiographical books:  

Dreams from My Father and The Audacity 
of Hope. 

THE MAN 
• Idolized his father (a Muslin who became an 

atheist), i.e., the mythologized image pre-
sented to him by his mother; father was ab-
sent in Obama’s life; had a limited role in 
shaping his son;  

 
• Very close to his mother who introduced him 

to the black culture, black values, and black 
heroes; brought black music into the home. 

 
• Mother’s view on organized religion: 

“organized religion too often dressed up 
closed-mindedness in the garb of piety, [and] 
cruelty and oppression in the cloak of right-
eousness”; viewed religion as “just one ex-
pression of human culture”;  Obama is said to 
have been “wary of an instant salvation” but 
he found faith and was baptized in  Rev. 
Wright’s church.  According to Wright, “. . . the 
church was not an integral part of their 
[Obamas] spiritual lives after they got married.  
But . . . The church was an integral part of 
Barack’s politics, because he needed that 
black base.” 

 
• In 1970, Obama was introduced to Frank 

Marshall Davis, a card-carrying member of 
the Communist Party USA  (viewed as a 
national security threat by the FBI), by 
Obama’s grandfather, Stanley Dunham 
(himself a leftist) as a role model and black 
father figure.  Davis was a mentor to Obama 
throughout his adolescence in the 1970s until 
he left for college.  

 
• Donated his Nobel Peace Prize money to 

charity; donated 14% of  his 2010 income to 
36 nonprofit organizations; current net worth 
estimated at $10.5 million;  

• Described by 
supporters as “the 
greatest orator 
since Pericles”; 
Newsweek editor Evan Thomas declared, 
“He’s sort of God.”   

 
• He’s going to bring all the different sides 

together.”; articulate and elegant; Ted 
Kennedy described him “as a leader who sees 
the world clearly without being cynical.”; 
described by his students as a “charismatic  
teacher”; possesses innate political skill; has a 
romantic backstory; mediator, peace-maker; 
conciliator; good campaigner; politically astute; 
the country’s “savior”; David  Axelrod privately 
coined a nickname for his boss — “Black 
Jesus.” 

 
• Described by detractors as the worst president 

since Jimmy Carter; an anti-American leftist;  
the German newspaper Der Spiegel  states 
that Obama’s “weakness is a problem for 
the entire global economy”; incompetent; 
inexperienced; associated with radicals (Bill 
Ayers, Jeremiah Wright, Rashid Khalidi); said 
to be given a pass because he is black; 
despised by the hard-core left; thin-skinned; a 
“Teflon Candidate”; a narcissist, an Imperial 
President; petulant; “inept in the arts of 
management and governance, who doesn’t 
learn from his mistakes, and who therefore 
repeats policies that make our economy less 
robust and our nation less safe”; lacks 
character; cocksure; over-confident; 
possesses extreme haughtiness and 
excessive pride; most closely resembles 
Woodrow Wilson; a failure as a communicator; 
lacks an executive sense; suffers from a 
“Messianic Complex.” 

“I am absolutely certain that generations from now, we will be able to look back and tell our children that 

this was the moment when we began to provide care for the sick and good jobs to the jobless; this was 

the moment when the rise of the oceans began to slow and our planet began to heal; this was the mo-

ment when we ended a war and secured our nation and restored our image as the last, best hope on 

Earth.”   [Obama, June 4, 2008] 

FAMILY LIFE: 
• Mother (Stanley Ann Dunham) 

was white—from Kansas; father 
(Barack H. Obama, Sr.) was 
black—from Kenya; Obama, Sr., 
had a wife and two children in 
Africa when he married Ann.  At 
age ten (1971) Obama was sent 
to Hawaii to live with his maternal 
grandparents; father died when 
Obama was twenty-two; maternal 
grandfather (Gramps) died in 
1992; mother died in 1995; 
Grandmother (Tut) died on  

        November 2, 2008. 
 
• Has two half-sisters; six half-

brothers.  Father had three wives 
before his final partner. 

 
• October 3, 1992, married Michelle 

Robinson; two daughters; mar-
riage has been rocky; contem-
plated divorce. 

MILITARY EXPERIENCE: 
 
• No military service. 
 
• Repealed “Don’t Ask, 

Don’t Tell.”  

• Early detractor of the 
war in Iraq; ended the 
war in Iraq; initiated a 
drawdown of forces in 
Afghanistan; ordered 
the operation that 
killed Osama bin 

        Laden. 

ENTRY INTO POLITICS: 

• 1996 elected to Illinois State 
Senate. 

 
• 2000 made an unsuccessful 

Democratic primary run for 
the U. S. House of 
Representatives. 

• 2004 gave keynote address 
at Democratic National 
Convention—the event that 
catapulted him into the 
national spotlight. 

• January, 2005, sworn in as 
U.S. Senator from Illinois; 25 
months into his six year term 
as senator, he announced 
his intention to run for 
president (2/07). 

 By Sherry Roedl, Associate Editor, VOICES Magazine 

References for Meet the Candidates:  See page 20  
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ECONOMY 

Republican Democrat 

TAXES 

• Make the 2001 and 2003 tax cut permanent. 
• “Major reduction” in the corporate tax code. 
• Double the exemption for dependents. 
• Ban Internet taxes and new cell phone taxes. 
• Repeal Estate Tax and Alternative Minimum Tax. 
• Issue tax credits for health care and medical needs. 
• Give taxpayers the option of filing under current rules or under a 

two-rate flat tax with “generous deductions for families.” 
• Religious organizations, “charities and fraternal benevolent socie-

ties” should not be subject to taxation. 
  

TAXES 

• Repeal the Bush tax cuts for families making more than    
$250,000. 

• Provide additional tax cuts for middle class families. 

• Shut down “special interest loopholes and tax shelters” and use 
the money to “provide an immediate middle-class tax cut.” 

• Eliminate federal income tax for seniors making less than 
$50,000. 

• Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit. 

• “Dramatically simplify tax filings so that millions of Americans can 
do their taxes in less than five minutes.” 

HOUSING CRISIS 

• Support “timely and carefully targeted aid to those hurt by the 
housing crisis so taffected individuals can have a chance to trade 
a burdensome mortgage for a manageable loan that reflects their 
home’s market value.” 

• “Government action must not implicitly encourage anyone to bor-
row more than they can afford to repay.”  

 
 

JOBS 

• Reduce corporate tax rate “so that American companies stay  
        competitive with their foreign counterparts and American jobs can  
        remain in this country.” 

• Encourage agreements to reduce trade barriers that limit market   
        access for U.S. products, commodities and services 

• “Greater international trade, aggressively advanced on a truly  
         level playing field, will mean more American jobs.” 

•  New nuclear energy plants will rejuvenate industrial and manu- 
         facturing base, “with nearly 15,000 high quality jobs created for  
         every new nuclear plant built.”  

HOUSING CRISIS 

• Ensure the foreclosure prevention program enacted by Congress 
is implemented “quickly and effectively so at-risk homeowners 
can get help and hopefully stay in their homes.” 

• The measure includes a plan to help troubled borrowers avoid 
foreclosure by refinancing their mortgages with more affordable 
government-insured loans. 

• Reform bankruptcy laws. 
  

 
JOBS 

• End tax breaks for companies ship American jobs overseas and 
provide incentives for companies that keep and maintain good 
jobs in the United States. 

• Invest in advanced energy technologies and create “millions of 
new, good ‘Green Collar’ American jobs.” 

Talking Points — Contrasting the Republican vs. Democrat Viewpoint 
Economy, Healthcare, Immigration, & Foreign Policy 

By Bobbie D. Frantz 

                            

The following are excerpts from the Democratic and Republican platforms as printed in Election Guide 2008 by The New York Times. 
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BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS 

• Impose an immediate moratorium on the earmarking system and 
reform the appropriations process through full transparency. 

• One-year pause in non-defense, non-veterans discretionary 
spending. 

• Call for presidential line-item veto. 

• “New authorizations should be offset by reducing another pro-
gram, and no appropriation should be permitted without a current 
authorization.” 

BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS 

• Enforce pay-as-you-go budgeting rules. 

• Honor those rules by ending Iraq war, eliminating waste in 
existing government programs, generating revenue by charg-
ing polluters for releasing greenhouse gases and ending 
“special interest driven corporate loopholes and tax cuts for 
the wealthy.” 

• Put all non-emergency bills, passed by Congress, online for 
five days, to allow the public to review and comment on them 
before they are signed into law. 

• Publish searchable, online information about federal grants, 
contracts, earmarks, loans, and lobbyist contacts with govern-
ment officials. 

• Publish searchable, online information about federal grants, , 
contracts, earmarks, loans, and lobbyist contacts with govern-
ment officials. 

HEALTHCARE 

Republican Democrat 

HEALTHCARE 

• We will not replace the current system with the “staggering ineffi-
ciency, maddening irrationality, and uncontrollable costs of a 
government monopoly.” 

• Make insurance more affordable and more secure, and give 
employees the option of owning coverage that is not tied to their 
job. 

• Everyone should receive the same tax benefit as those who are 
insured through their work, whether through a tax credit or other 
means. 

HEALTHCARE 

• All Americans should have coverage they can afford. 

• Families and individuals should have the option of keeping the cov-
erage they have or choosing from a wide array of health insurance 
plans, including many private health insurance options and a public 
plan. 

• Coverage should be made affordable for all Americans with subsi-
dies provided through tax credits and other means. 

• Insurance should be portable from job to job. 

MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 

• Revive Medicare by rewarding quality care, promoting competi-
tion, eliminating waste, fraud, and abuse, and giving patients and 
providers control over treatment options. 

• Give Medicaid recipients more health care options. 

• “We envision a new Medicaid partnership with the states, improv-
ing public health through flexibility and innovation.” 

MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 

• Strengthen Medicare by cutting costs and protecting seniors from 
fraud. 

• Fix Medicare’s prescription drug program. 

• “Repeal the prohibition on negotiating prescription drug prices, ban 
drug companies from paying generic producers to refrain from en-
tering drug markets, and eliminate drug company interference with 
generic competition.” 

• Phase-out the cap on Medicaid funding and phase-in equal partici-
pation in other federal health care assistance programs. 

• Provide Medicaid to more low-income HIV-positive Americans. 

IMMIGRATION 

Republican Democrat 

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS 

• No path to legalization. 

• We oppose amnesty. 

• The rule of law suffers if government policies encourage or reward 
illegal activity. 

• Deny federal funds to “sanctuary cities” for illegal immigrants. 
• Senator John McCain co-sponsored a 2006 bill that called for es-

tablishing a guest-worker program and setting up a path to citizen-
ship for illegal immigrants that included learning English and pay-

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS 

• Require those “living here illegally but otherwise playing by the 
rule” to “get right with the law.” 

• Support a system requiring undocumented immigrants who are 
in good standing to pay a fine, pay taxes, learn English, and go 
to the back of the line for the opportunity to become citizens.  

Republican Democrat 
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LEGAL IMMIGRANTS 

• Encourage legal immigrants to learn English and “foster le-
gally present immigrants’ integration into American life to 
advance respect for the rule of law and a common American 
identity.” 

• Oppose granting refugee status “on the basis of lifestyle or 
other non-political factors.” 

• Update the H-1B guest-worker visa program “to reflect our 
need for more leaders in science and technology.” 

LEGAL IMMIGRANTS 

• Increase the number of immigration visas for family mem-
bers of people living here and for immigrants who meet the 
demand for jobs employers cannot fill, as long as appropri-
ate labor market protections and standards are in place. 

EMPLOYER VERIFICATION 

• Authorize an Internet-based system that verifies the employ-
ment authorization and identity of employees and enact a 
"phased in requirement" for employers  touse the system. 

EMPLOYER VERIFICATION 

• Crack down on employers who hire undocumented immigrants. 
Establish an employer verification system that is “accurate, fair 
to legal workers, safeguards people’s privacy, and cannot be 
used to discriminate against workers.” 

BORDER AND PORT SECURITY 

• Give border patrol agents “the tools and resources they 
need to protect our sovereignty.” Complete the border fence 
quickly and secure the borders. Employ “complementary 
strategies” to secure the ports of entry.  

BORDER AND PORT SECURITY 
• Support additional personnel, infrastructure, and technology on 

the border and at ports of entry. Increase the number of Cus-
toms and Border Protection agents and equip them with “better 
technology and real-time intelligence.” 

  FOREIGN POLICY (National Security) 

 
Republican Democrat 

WAR IN IRAQ 
• No timetable for withdrawal. The outcome is "too critical to 

our own national security to be jeopardized by artificial or 
politically inspired timetables that neither reflect conditions 
on the ground nor respect the essential advice of our mili-
tary commanders." 

WAR IN IRAQ  

• Bring the war to a "responsible end." Withdraw combat brigades 
at the pace of one to two per month and complete redeployment 
within sixteen months. Keep a residual force in Iraq to target 
terrorists, protect American personnel and support Iraq’s Security 
Forces, "provided the Iraqis make political progress." 

AFGHANISTAN 

• Establish a nationwide counterinsurgency strategy led by a 
unified commander. Increase number of troops “both from 
NATO countries and through a doubling in size of the 
Afghan army.” “We flatly reject the Democratic Party’s idea 
that America can succeed in Afghanistan only by failure in 
Iraq.” 

AFGHANISTAN 

• Send at least two additional combat brigades and seek greater 
contributions from NATO allies. Build special forces and intelli-
gence capacity; train, equip, and advise Afghan security 
forces; and, build Afghan governmental capacity. Help grow 
Afghanistan’s economy “from the bottom up, with an additional 
$1 billion in non-military assistance each year."  

IRAN 

• Call for a “significant increase in political, economic, and dip-
lomatic pressure” to prevent Iran from pursuing nuclear capa-
bility. Tighten sanctions against Iran and the companies with 
business operations in or with Iran. Oppose “presidential-
level, unconditional dialogue with the regime in Iran until it 
takes steps to improve its behavior.” “The U.S. must retain all 
options” in dealing with Iran. 

IRAN 

• Prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons with “tougher 
sanctions and aggressive, principled, and direct high-level 
diplomacy, without preconditions.” “By going the extra diplo-
matic mile, while keeping all options on the table, we make it 
more likely the rest of the world will stand with us to increase 
pressure on Iran, if diplomacy is failing.” 

Republican Democrat 
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Republican Democrat 

WIRE TAPPING 

• "Although our country has thwarted new terrorist 
attacks since 2001, those threats do persist. That is 
why our reform of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act was so vital, and why the Democrats’ opposition to 
it was so wrong."  

WIRE TAPPING 

• Support "constitutional protections and judicial oversight on any surveillance 
program involving Americans." Review the current Administration’s war-
rantless wiretapping program: "We reject illegal wiretapping of American 
citizens, wherever they live." (Senator Barack Obama voted for a 2008 bill 
that overhauled the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act and expanded the 
government's surveillance power).  

TERROR DETAINEES 

• Not mentioned.  

TERROR DETAINEES 

• Close the detention camp in Guantanamo Bay. "We will not ship away pris-
oners in the dead of night to be tortured in far off countries, or detain without 
trial or charge prisoners who can and should be brought to justice for their 
crimes, or maintain a network of secret prisons to jail people beyond the 
reach of the law." 

CONTRAST BETWEEN ROMNEY AND OBAMA 

Republican Democrat 

ROMNEY’S POSITION ON ECONOMY 

• Lower taxes, less regulation, balanced budget, more 
trade deals to spur growth. Replace jobless benefits with 
unemployment savings accounts. Proposes repeal of 
the (Dodd-Frank) law toughening financial-industry regu-
lations after the meltdown in that sector. Proposes re-
pealing the (Sarbanes-Oxley) law tightening accounting 
regulations in response to corporate scandals, to ease 
the accountability burden on smaller businesses. "We 
don't want to tell the world that Republicans are against 
all regulation. No, regulation is necessary to make a free 
market work. But it has to be updated and modern." 

• Read more at: http://www. bradenton.com/2012/08/ 
03/4141681/obama-and-romney-where-they-
stand.html#storylink=cpy  

OBAMA’S POSITION ON ECONOMY 

••••    Term marked by high unemployment, a deep recession that began in 
previous administration and officially ended within six months. Gradual 
recovery with persistently high jobless rates. Unemployment rate jumped to 
8.3 percent from 7.8 percent in Feb. 2009, his first full month in office, and 
has stayed above 8 percent ever since. The rate hit a high water mark of 10 
percent in Oct. 2009 and now is 8.3 percent. Businesses added jobs for 
more than two years straight. Obama responded to the recession with a 
roughly $800 billion stimulus plan the nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office estimated cut the unemployment rate by up to 1.8 percentage points. 
Continued implementation of Wall Street and auto industry bailouts begun 
under George W. Bush. Proposes tax breaks for U.S. manufacturers 
producing domestically or repatriating jobs from abroad, and tax penalties 
for U.S. companies outsourcing jobs. Won approval of South Korea, 
Panama, and Colombia free-trade pacts begun under previous 
administration, completing the biggest round of trade liberalization since the 
North American Free Trade Agreement and other pacts of that era. 

• Read more at: http://www.bradenton.com/2012/08/03/4141681/ obama-and-
romney-where-they-stand.html#storylink=cpy  

ROMNEY’S POSITION ON HEALTHCARE 

• Promises to work for the repeal of the federal health care law 
modeled largely after his universal health care achievement 
in Massachusetts because he says states, not Washington, 
should drive policy on the uninsured. Proposes to guarantee 
people who are "continuously covered" for a certain period be 
protected against losing insurance if they get sick, leave their 
job and need another policy. 

• Would expand individual tax-advantaged medical savings 
accounts and let the savings be used for insurance premiums 
as well as personal medical costs. Would let insurance be 
sold across state lines to expand options, and restrict mal-
practice awards to restrain health care costs. Introduce 
"generous"  but  undetermined subsidies to help future retir-
ees buy private  insurance, or let them have the option of 
traditional Medicare, with  gradually increasing age to qualify 
for benefits. 

• Read more here: http://www.bradenton.com/2012/08/03/ 
4141681/obama-and-romney-where-they-
stand.html#storylink=cpy  

      

OBAMA’S POSITION ON HEALTHCARE 

• Achieved landmark overhaul putting U.S. on path to universal coverage 
now that Supreme Court has upheld the law's mandate for almost every-
one to obtain insurance. Under the law, insurers will be banned from de-
nying coverage to people with pre-existing illness, tax credits for middle-
income and low-income people will subsidize premiums, people without 
work-based insurance will have access to new markets and small busi-
ness gets help for offering insurance. Millions of uninsured are to be 
reached through expansion of Medicaid with hefty subsidies to states but 
Supreme Court limited federal power to penalize states that want to opt 
out of the expansion. Law's biggest changes start  in 2014.  "Nobody is 
going to go broke just because they get sick. And Americans will no 
longer be  denied or dropped by their insurance companies just when 
they need care the most. That's what change is." 

• Read more here: http://www.bradenton.com/2012/08/03/4141681/obama-
and-romney-where-they-stand.html#storylink=cpy  
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ROMNEY’S POSITION ON IMMIGRATION 

• Favors U.S.-Mexico border fence, opposes education bene-
fits to illegal immigrants. Opposes offering legal status to 
illegal immigrants who attend college, but would do so for 
those who serve in the armed forces. Establish an immigra-
tion-status verification system for employers and punish 
them if they hire non-citizens who do not prove their legal 
status. Proposes more visas for holders of advanced de-
grees in math, science and engineering who have U.S. job 
offers, and would award permanent residency to foreign 
students who graduate from U.S. schools with a degree in 
those fields. Would end immigration caps for spouses and 
minor children of legal immigrants. Although criticizing 
Obama's directive protecting immigrants who came to the 
U.S. illegally as children, would not say if he would reverse 
it, pledging instead an unspecified "civil but resolute" long-
term fix to illegal immigration. 

 
• Read more here: http://www.bradenton.com/ 

2012/08/03/4141681/obama-and-romney-where-they-
stand.html#storylink=cpy  

OBAMA’S POSITION ON IMMIGRATION 

• Issued directive in June forimmigrants brought illegally to the 
United States as children be exempted from deportation and 
granted work permits if they apply, a step which could benefit 
800,000 to 1.4 million. "It's a temporary measure that lets us 
focus our resources wisely while offering some justice to these 
young people." Took the step after failing to deliver on a prom-
ised immigration overhaul, with the defeat of legislation that 
would have created a path to citizenship for young illegal immi-
grants enrolled in college or enlisted in the armed forces. Says 
he is still committed to it. Government has deported a record 
number of illegal immigrants under Obama, nearly 400,000 in 
each of the last three years. 

 
• Read more here: http://www.bradenton.com/ 

2012/08/03/4141681/obama-and-romney-where-they-
stand.html#storylink=cpy 

ROMNEY’S POSITION ON FOREIGN POLICY 

• Appears to present a clearer U.S. military threat to Iran and 
has spoken in more permissive terms about Israel's right to 
act against Iran's nuclear facilities, without explicitly approv-
ing of such a step. "Of course you take military action" if 
sanctions and internal opposition fail to dissuade Iran from 
making a nuclear weapon, he has said. Has spoken in favor 
of covert action by the U.S. and regional allies in Syria but 
"the right course is not military" intervention by the U.S. Asso-
ciates himself more closely with hard line Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, pledges more military assistance to 
Israel and agreed with Israel's position that Jerusalem is the 
capital, disregarding the Palestinians' claim to the eastern 
sector annexed by Israel in 1967 in a move not internationally 
recognized. Has branded Russia the "No. 1 geopolitical foe" 
of the U.S. and threatened to label China a currency manipu-
lator in a move that could lead to broad trade sanctions. 

 
• Read more here: http://www.bradenton.com/ 

2012/08/03/4141681/obama-and-romney-where-they-
stand.html#storylink=cpy  

OBAMA’S POSITION ON FOREIGN POLICY 

• Opposes a near-term military strike on Iran, either by the U.S. or 
by Israel, to sabotage nuclear facilities that could be misused to 
produce a nuclear weapon. Says the U.S. will never tolerate a 
nuclear armed Iran but negotiation and pressure through sanc-
tions are the right way to prevent that outcome. Reserves the 
right to one day conclude that only a military strike can stop Iran 
from getting the bomb. Declined to repeat the Libya air power 
commitment for Syrian opposition, instead seeks to build interna-
tional consensus toward the goal of persuading President Bashar 
Assad to leave and to press Russia and China to stop shielding 
his government from international sanctions. Chastised Israel for 
continuing to build housing settlements in disputed areas and 
has pressed both sides to begin a new round of peace talks 
based on the land borders established after the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
conflict. Signed law to expand military and civilian cooperation 
with Israel. The law affirms U.S. support for negotiating the es-
tablishment of a Palestinian state, reflecting a U.S. bipartisan 
consensus. Opposes citing China as a currency manipulator, 
which could lead to broad trade sanctions, instead pressing the 
matter through diplomacy and aggressively bringing unfair-trade 
cases against China to the World Trade Organization. 

 

• Read more here: http://www.bradenton.com/ 
2012/08/03/4141681/obama-and-romney-where-they-

Who am I? – VOICES Magazine columnist Bobbie D. Frantz is former Secretary of the Georgia Federation of Repub-
lican Women; a past president and member of the North DeKalb Republican Women; District Director for GFRW; 
State Distribution Director for GFRW publications and Postmistress for VOICESmail.  Bobbie serves on the NFRW 
Program Committee.  She is Treasurer for DeKalb Republican Party and Assistant Secretary for the 6th District Re-
publican Party.  Bobbie is a retired law firm office administrator. 

Republican Democrat 

CONTRAST BETWEEN ROMNEY AND OBAMA 
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Talking Points — Contrasting the Republican vs. Democrat Viewpoint 
Energy, Gun Control, Right to Life, and Taxes 

By Mary R. Van Brink 

 

 

Republican Democrat 

• Commit to meeting the challenge of long-term global cli-
mate change by relying on markets and new technologies 
to improve energy efficiency while reducing emissions over 
time and allowing the economy to grow 

• Transfer billions in oil and gas subsidies to alternative R&D 

• Stand up to the oil companies that spend hundreds of millions of dollars 
lobbying and giving political contributions 

• Oppose the Kyoto Protocol and similar mandatory carbon 
emissions controls that harm economic growth and destroy 
American jobs1 

• Rely less on the cooperation of foreign regimes that do not share our 
values2 

• Move toward energy independence2 

1Develop a national energy strategy to… 

• Increase domestic supplies of coal, oil, and natural gas 

• Provide tax incentives for production 

• Promote environmentally responsible exploration and de-
velopment of oil and gas reserves on federally-owned land, 
including the Coastal Plain of Alaska’s Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge (i.e., ANWR) 

• Offer a degree of price certainty 

• Advance clean coal technology 

• Expand the tax credit for renewable energy sources 

 

2Create a balanced energy policy… 

• Realize we cannot drill our way to energy independence 

• Provide real incentives for energy conservation in our homes, our offices, 
our factories, and our infrastructure, resulting in saving money and im-
proving security as it creates good jobs and rebuilds our communities 

• Harness American ingenuity to create renewable energy through the 
natural world around us, including the sun, wind, water, geothermal, bio-
mass sources, and a rich array of crops to create a new generation of 
affordable energy for the 21st century 

• Support measures to modernize the nation’s electricity grid 
to provide American consumers and businesses with more 
affordable, reliable power1 

2Regarding regulating transit and factory emissions: 

• Develop renewable energy and efficient vehicles 

• Offer tax credits for private sector investment in clean, renewable 
sources of energy, and we will make ethanol credits work better for farm-
ers 

• Support improving fuel standards and offer needed incentives for con-
sumers to buy efficient vehicles, and for manufacturers to build them.  

 

2 Democratic National Platform for America: August 2000, July  2004, and Democratic Party Congressional Promise, November 2006. 
3 Democratic National Platform for America:  2008 - www.democrats.org/about/party_platform 

1 Republican Platform adopted at the GOP National Conventions:  August 12, 2000, and September 1, 2004.  

ENERGY 
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• Develop hydrogen as a clean, reliable domestic source of energy 
by funding research to overcome the obstacles to hydrogen fuel 
and continue our other efforts to achieve energy independence 

• Invest in technology and transportation that is friendly to the 
earth 

• Provide incentives to invest in fuel-efficient cars, trucks, sport-
utility vehicles, and energy-efficient homes 

• Clean up power plants 

• Invest in roads, bridges, light rail systems, cleaner buses, planes, 
passenger railroad (e.g., Amtrak); thus, freeing Americans from 
traffic, smog-choked cities, and from being held hostage by for-
eign oil companies 

• Create new environmentally-friendly technologies and new jobs 

• Move American production to zero emission sources, and our 
nation’s fossil fuel resources are the bridge to that emissions-free 
future 

• Pursue affordable and efficient energy solutions that will benefit 
all Americans, improve America’s security, reduce the burden on 
American families, and help clean our environment2 

• Combat climate change and prepare for its impacts3 

4  Republican Platform adopted at the GOP National Conventions:  2008 -  www.GOPConvention2008.com 

• Pursue dramatic increases in the use of all forms of safe, afford-
able, reliable, and clean nuclear power4 

• Create a cleaner, greener, and stronger America by reducing our 
dependence on foreign oil, eliminating billions in subsidies for oil 
and gas companies, and using the savings to provide consumer 
relief and develop energy alternatives by investing in energy inde-
pendent technology2 

 Republican      Democrat 

GUN CONTROL 

Republican Democrat 

• Protect right to bear arms by supporting an individual’s right to 
own guns, which is explicitly protected by the Constitution’s Sec-
ond Amendment1 

• Protect Americans’ Second Amendment right to own firearms2 

• Honor the great American tradition of hunting and applaud efforts 
to make more public lands available to hunters1 

• Give states and communities another 10,000 prosecutors to fight 
gun crime2 

• Expand access to hunting clinics and safety programs for children 
and adults1 

• Require mandatory child safety locks2 

• Improve opportunities for hunting for Americans with disabilities1 • Close the gun show loophole2 

• Applaud those seeking to stop frivolous lawsuits against firearms 
manufacturers, which is a blatant attempt to deprive citizens of 
their Second Amendment rights1 

• Increase federal, state, and local gun crime prosecution2 
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• Promote foster care by increasing the allocation of funds for pre-
ventive and family services1 

 

 

• Oppose federal licensing of law-abiding gun owners1 • Require a photo license I.D., a background check, and a gun 
safety test to buy a new  handgun2 

• View national gun registration as a violation of the 2nd Amend-
ment and an invasion of the privacy of honest citizens1 

• Strengthen gun control to reduce violence and keep guns out of 
the hands of criminals and terrorists2 

• Enable law-abiding citizens throughout the country to own fire-
arms in their homes for self-defense1 

• Support more federal gun prosecutors2 

• Hold criminals individually accountable for their actions 
(especially when guns are used in violent or drug-related crimes) 
by strong enforcement of federal and state firearm laws, such as 
programs like Project Exile1 

• Enact and enforce common-sense laws and improvements¾like 
closing the gun show loophole, improving our background check 
system, and reinstating the assault weapons ban, ensuring that 
guns do not fall into the hands of terrorists or criminals3 

Republican Democrat 

Republican Democrat 

• Ensure women with problem pregnancies have the kind of sup-
port (material and otherwise) they need for themselves and for 
their babies1 

• Ensure access to affordable health care2 

• 0ppose abortion, but this pro-life agenda does not include punitive 
action against women who have an abortion1 

• Support a woman’s right to choose a safe and legal abortion, 
regardless of ability to pay, and oppose any and all efforts to 
weaken or undermine that right3 

• Salute those who provide alternatives to abortion and offer adop-
tion services1 

• Support family planning and adoption incentives2 

• Recognize an unborn child has a fundamental individual right to 
life, which cannot be infringed1 

• Support contraceptive research, family planning, comprehensive 
family life education, and policies that support healthy childbear-
ing2 

• Support a human life amendment to the Constitution by endorsing 
legislation to make it clear the 14th Amendment’s protections ap-
ply to unborn children and request legislative and judicial protec-
tion of that right against those who perform abortions1 

• Ensure abortions are safe, legal, and rare2 

• Oppose using public revenues for abortion and refuse to fund 
organizations that advocate it1 

• Support a woman’s privacy and equality, resulting in her constitu-
tional right to choose, even if she cannot pay2 

• Support the appointment of judges who respect traditional family 
values and the sanctity of innocent human life1 

• Pursue embryonic stem cell research under the strictest ethical 
guidelines, but will not walk away from the chance to save lives 
and reduce human suffering2 

• Promote adoption through increased tax incentives and bonuses 
to states that place older children in permanent family homes1 

• Invest in life-saving stem cell and other medical research that 
offers real hope for cures and treatment for millions of Americans2 

RIGHT TO LIFE 

Man is not free unless government is limited. 

Ronald Reagan, 1989  
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TAXES 

 

Republican Democrat 

• Replace the five current tax brackets with four lower ones, 
ensuring all taxpayers receive significant tax relief while target-
ing relief toward low-income workers1 

• Cut taxes for middle class, not the wealthy2 

• Help families by doubling the child tax credit, making it avail-
able to more families, and eliminating the marriage penalty1 

• Cut taxes for working families, not the richest 1%2 

• Encourage entrepreneurship and growth by capping the top 
marginal rate, ending the death tax, and making permanent the 
Research and Development credit1 

• Restore Democrat values to our tax code by rewarding work and 
creating wealth for more people, not through a tax code that 
hoards wealth for those who already have it2 

• Promote charitable giving and education1 • Give middle class families tax cuts that will not injure economic 
vitality2 

• Foster capital investment and savings to boost today’s danger-
ously low personal savings rate1 

• Set taxes for families making more than $200,000 a year at the 
same level as in the late 1990s, a period of great prosperity when 
the wealthiest Americans thrived without special treatment2 

• Promote low interest rates to open more housing opportunities 
than any government program1 

• Cut taxes for 98 percent of Americans and help families meet the 
economic challenges of their everyday lives2 

• Revitalize neighborhoods by turning over abandoned HUD 
properties for urban homesteading and homeownership be-
cause affordable housing is in the national interest1 

• Oppose tax increases on middle class families, including those 
living abroad2 

• Affirm our commitment to open housing, without quotas, and 
applauding the efforts by the housing industries to assure ac-
cess for everyone1 

Note:  Access does not mean that everyone qualifies for home own-

ership. 

• Ask families making more than $250k to give back a portion of the 
Bush tax cuts to invest in health care and other key priorities3 

• Support efforts to educate teens and parents about the health 
risks associated with early sexual activity and provide the tools 
needed to help teens make healthy choices1 

• Support access to comprehensive affordable family planning ser-
vices and age-appropriate sex education, which empower people 
to make informed choices and live healthy lives3 

• Support doubling abstinence education funding1 • Support Roe v. Wade3 

• Oppose school-based clinics that provide referrals, counseling, 
and related services for contraception and abortion1 

• Support a woman’s decision to have a child by ensuring access to 
and availability of programs for pre- and post-natal health care, 
parenting skills, income support, and caring adoption programs3 

Republican  Democrat 

QUOTE of the CENTURY:  

"The fact that we are here today to debate raising America 's debt  limit is a sign of leadership failure.  It is a sign that the US Government 
cannot pay its own bills.  It is a sign that we now depend on ongoing financial assistance from foreign countries to finance our Government's 
reckless fiscal  policies.  Increasing America 's debt weakens us domestically and internationally.  Leadership means that, ‘the buck stops 
here.'  Instead, Washington is shifting the burden of bad choices today onto the backs of our children and grandchildren.  America has a debt 
problem and a failure of leadership.  Americans deserve better."      Senator Barack H. Obama, March 2006     
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• Repeal the death tax1 

Note:  To read more about the Death Tax, go to the Grover Norquist’s 
website Americans for Tax Reform Foundation and read the July 18, 

2012, article by Blake Seitz:  http://bit.ly/O0aREm. 

• Shut down the corporate loopholes and tax havens and use the 
money so we can provide an immediate middle class tax cut that 
will offer relief to workers and their families3 

• Support a 100 percent above-the-line tax deduction for premiums 
for long-term care insurance to recognize and reward individual 
responsibility, allowing an additional exemption for each elderly 
spouse, parent, or relative a family tends to in their own resi-
dence1 

• Offer no increase in taxes on any family earning under $250k and 
offer additional tax cuts for middle class families3 

• Advocate lower taxes, reasonable regulation, and smaller, 
smarter government4 

• Eliminate federal income taxes for millions of retirees because all 
seniors deserve to live out their lives with dignity and respect3 

• Stop social engineering and corporate handouts by simplifying tax 
policy, eliminating special deals, and putting those saved dollars 
back into the taxpayers’ pockets4 

• Expand the Earned Income Tax Credit and dramatically simplify 
tax filings so millions of Americans can do their taxes in less than 
five minutes3 

• Make the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts permanent so American fami-
lies will not face a large tax hike4 

• End the penalty within the current Social Security system for pub-
lic service that exists in several states3 

4Regarding saving for retirement… 

• Support a tax code that encourages personal savings 

• Support a plan to encourage employers to offer automatic enroll-
ment in tax deferred savings programs 

• Remove the current limits on tax-free savings accounts 

• Ensure shareholders have an advisory vote on executive com-
pensation to spur increased transparency and public debate over 
pay packages3 

 Republican  Democrat 

Summary 

It is fascinating to compare the Romney and Obama campaign sites.  Romney focuses on solutions, while Obama concentrates on soliciting for 
donations and getting the public to sign petitions to oppose the Republican goals.  Also, while the Romney site rarely mentions Obama, the Obama 
site mentions the Romney—Ryan campaign two-thirds of the time, but doesn’t have anything substantive to say about the issues.  The information 
on the Obama site is about emotions and deflecting responsibility by blaming problems on previous administrations.  It’s still Bush’s fault!  Ulti-
mately, Obama is a poser with no substance. 

Romney5 Obama6 

Energy 

• Increase access to domestic energy resources. 

• Streamline permitting for exploration and development. 

• Eliminate regulations destroying the coal industry. 

• Approve the Keystone XL pipeline. 

Energy 

• Passed tax credit for installing E85 ethanol at gas stations.  (Feb 2008) 

• Voted YES on removing oil & gas exploration subsidies. (Jun 2007) 

• Voted YES on making oil-producing and exporting cartels illegal.  (Jun 2007) 

• Voted YES on factoring global warming into federal project planning.  (May 
2007) 

 

  

 

5 http://www.mittromney.com/issues/values 
6 Unable to find anything substantive on the www.barackobama.com website, the writer opted to use his voting record from http://

www.ontheissues.org/barack_obama.htm.  These facts should give you the gist of where he stands on the issues.  
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Romney5 Obama6 

 • Voted YES on disallowing an oil leasing program in Alaska's ANWR.  
(Nov 2005) 

• Voted YES on $3.1B for emergency oil assistance for hurricane-hit 
areas.  (Oct 2005) 

• Voted YES on reducing oil usage by 40% by 2025 (instead of 5%).  
(Jun 2005) 

• Voted YES on banning drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 
(Mar 2005) 

• Sponsored bill for tax credit for providing 85% ethanol gas.  (Apr 2005) 

• Sponsored bill to notify public when nuclear releases occur.  (Mar 
2006) 

• Sponsored bill raising CAFE by a 4% per year until 2018.  (Jul 2006) 

• Rated 100% by the CAF, indicating support for energy independence.  
(Dec 2006) 

• Sign on to UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.  (Jan 2007) 

• Designate sensitive ANWR area as protected wilderness.  (Nov 2007) 

• Set goal of 25% renewable energy by 2025.  (Jan 2007) 

• Let states define stricter-than-federal emission standards.  (Jan 2008) 

Gun Control 

• Support the right of all law-abiding Americans to exercise 
their constitutionally-protected right to own firearms and to 
use them for lawful purposes, including hunting, recreational 
shooting, self-defense, and the protection of family and prop-
erty. 

• Ensure that the U.S. does not write additional laws that re-
strict the Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms. 

• Enforce the laws already on the books and punish, to the 
fullest extent of the law, criminals who misuse firearms to 
commit crimes. 

• Promote safe and responsible ownership and use of firearms 
and the right to lawfully manufacture and sell firearms and 
ammunition. 

• Create jobs and other economic benefits through hunting, 
recreational shooting, and the firearms and ammunition in-
dustry, resulting in the funding of wildlife and habitat conser-
vation. 

• Ensure that law enforcement is provided with the proper and 
effective resources they need to deter, apprehend, and pun-
ish criminals. 

Gun Control 

• Midwestern "bitter clingers" frustrated over broken promises.  (Aug 
2009) 

• Opposed bill okaying illegal gun use in home invasions. (Aug 2008) 

• Okay for states & cities to determine local gun laws. (Apr 2008) 

• FactCheck: Yes, Obama endorsed Illinois handgun ban. (Apr 2008) 

• April 2008: "Bittergate" labeled Obama elitist. (Apr 2008) 

• Respect 2nd Amendment, but local gun bans okay.  (Feb 2008) 

• Provide some common-sense enforcement on gun licensing.  (Jan 
2008) 

• 2000: cosponsored bill to limit purchases to one gun per month.  (Oct 
2007) 

• Concealed carry okay for retired police officers. (Aug 2007) 

• Stop unscrupulous gun dealers dumping guns in cities. (Jul 2007) 

• Keep guns out of inner cities--but also problem of morality.  (Oct 2006) 

• Bush erred in failing to renew assault weapons ban. (Oct 2004) 

• Ban semi-automatics, and more possession restrictions. (Jul 1998) 

• Voted NO on prohibiting lawsuits against gun manufacturers. (Jul 
2005) 

Right to Life 

• Is pro-life and believes that life begins at conception. 

• Allow states to determine their own abortion laws. 

• Support the Hyde Amendment that broadly bars the use of 
federal funds for abortions (i.e., ending federal funding for 
abortion advocates like Planned Parenthood). 

Right to Life 

• Blocked Illinois law: Born Alive Infant Protection Act. (Oct 2011) 

• Opposed born-alive treatment law because it was already law.  (Oct 
2008) 
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Who am I? –  VOICES Magazine columnist Mary R. Van Brink has a degree in English-Journalism from Tennes-
see Technological University.  Mary has worked as a technical writer for companies such as EDS, General Motors, 
IBM, First Union (now Wells Fargo), and Solvay Pharmaceuticals.  Currently, she is a Contract Sr. Technical Writer 
at Immucor in Norcross, GA.  Mary is a member of the Cobb County Republican Women’s Club, an associate 
member of the Cobb Regional Republican Women, and is the Newsletter Lead for the Cobb GOP “The Trumpet 
Call.”  To see the July 2012 edition of the newsletter, go to http://bit.ly/O51aWO  

Romney5 Obama6 

• Protect the right of health care workers to follow their con-
science in their work. 

• Nominate judges who know the difference between personal 
opinion and the law. 

• Ensure that American laws reflect America’s values of pre-
serving life at home and abroad. 

• Supports Roe v. Wade.  (Jul 1998) 

• Voted NO on defining unborn child as eligible for SCHIP.   (Mar 2008) 

• Voted NO on prohibiting minors crossing state lines for abortion.  (Mar 
2008) 

• Voted YES on expanding research to more embryonic stem cell lines.  
(Apr 2007) 

• Voted NO on notifying parents of minors who get out-of-state abor-
tions.  (Jul 2006) 

• Voted YES on $100M to reduce teen pregnancy by education & con-
traceptives.  (Mar 2005) 

• Sponsored bill providing contraceptives for low-income women.  (May 
2006) 

• Rated 0% by the NRLC, indicating a pro-choice stance. (Dec 2006) 

• Ensure access to and funding for contraception.  (Feb 2007) 

Taxes 

• Reduce taxes on job creation through individual and corpo-
rate tax reform. 

• Stop the increases in regulation that are tangling job creators 
in red tape. 

• Protect workers and businesses from strong-arm labor union 
tactics. 

• Replace Obamacare with real health care reform that controls 
cost and improves care. 

Taxes 

• Voted YES on increasing tax rate for people earning over $1 million.  
(Mar 2008) 

• Voted NO on allowing AMT reduction without budget offset.  (Mar 
2008) 

• Voted NO on raising the Death Tax exemption to $5M from $1M.  (Feb 
2008) 

• Voted NO on repealing the Alternative Minimum Tax. (Mar 2007) 

• Voted NO on raising estate tax exemption to $5 million. (Mar 2007) 

• Voted NO on supporting permanence of estate tax cuts. (Aug 2006) 

• Voted NO on permanently repealing the `death tax`. (Jun 2006) 

• Voted YES on $47B for military by repealing capital gains tax cut.  (Feb 
2006) 

• Voted NO on retaining reduced taxes on capital gains & dividends.  
(Feb 2006) 

• Voted NO on extending the tax cuts on capital gains and dividends.  
(Nov 2005) 

• Rated 100% by the CTJ, indicating support of progressive taxation.  
(Dec 2006) 
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