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Editorial by Judy True
Thinking back over the past three
and a half years, American voters
are reminded of a bright young star
elected to the office of president, a
star who promised hope and change
for a needy nation. Instead, we have
watched as the light of hope has
slowly gone out across Washington
and the land; and, we now see our
White House has been “in the dark”
about how to resurrect a struggling
economy and get spending under
control. Our White House has been
“in the dark” about so many of the
issues important to American voters.
As Artur Davis, former co-chairman
of the 2008 Obama Campaign, so
eloquently put it: “The talk and inspiration moved so many of us four
years ago, but unfortunately, we
haven’t seen the action to back it
up.” (Hudson, 2012, p. 3)
Women continue to grow in
political influence and this year
women face the biggest opportunity
of a lifetime to affect the election of a
president. Through a program of
education, the Georgia Federation of
Republican Women and the staff of
VOICES Magazine are committed to
empowering women and their
friends, so they can make a difference in the election process.
Through educating ourselves and
others, we will take our country back.

This regular fall edition of
VOICES features an array of articles
written by prominent Georgia GOP
leaders, consultants, and Federation
members. NFRW President Rae
Chornenky challenges us to identify
who is waging the war on women.
GA GOP Chairman Sue Everhart
urges us to prepare for victory.
Randy Evans shows us how women
can change presidential politics; and,
GA National Committeeman Alec
Poitevint and Committee Woman
Linda Herren comment on the GOP
convention. Texas Federation
friends, Lisa Roper and Janis Holt,
share pictures and personal impressions of the Tampa GOP Convention. And finally, our favorite librarian, J.D. Van Brink, reviews The Real
Romney for your reading pleasure.
And that’s not all! A special series reintroduces you to “Julia,”
a woman in the lead role in an
Obama 2012 slide show that followed an American “everywoman”
from childhood to retirement, at least
according to standards of the liberal
upper-middle class. In VOICES, GA.
Rep. Tom Graves presents a new life
for “Julia,” and Lisa May shares the
“Three Faces of Julia.” Suzi Voyles
explores why Democrats manufactured “Julia” and the “war on
women.”

And that’s not all! A special series of articles takes the reader
through election talking points from
the generational points of view of
young voters (by John Simpson and
Lora Hawk), of families (by Tricia
Welsh), of seniors (by Colorado
friend, Dulaney Woodward) and of
future voters (by 11 year old entre2
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Keeping in mind onequarter of U.S. voters are persuadable, the mission of VOICES is twofold: (1) share information about
election issues and (2) present articles and talking points in a format
which readers can duplicate.

preneur, Remington Youngblood).
And that’s not all! We are
just getting started! This fall issue is
accompanied by a separate “special
election edition.” Opening articles by
GA Rep. Tom Price and Toria Morgan are followed by life summaries of
the presidential candidates (by
Sherry Roedl) and a point-by-point
review of election issues from the
perspectives of both Republicans
and Democrats (by Mary Van Brink
and Bobbie Frantz).
As Thomas Sowell has
said, “Much depends on the wisdom
of the voters.” (2011, p. A12) Help
educate other voters so they will not
be swayed by just charisma and
rhetoric, but will see beyond the
rhetoric to the realities. Make copies
of articles covering topics about
which you feel most strongly. Copy
the articles and carry them with you.
Copy the articles and share them
with your neighbors. Copy the articles to your computer desktop and
email them to your friends, family,
and acquaintances across the country. If we have a “war on women,”
use VOICES to gather ammunition to
take into this election. Let’s elect
Romney and Ryan and help them
get the lights back on in our White
House.
Resources:
Hudson, A. (2012, August 30). Former Obama
co-chair will campaign for Romney. Human
Events, p. 3.
Kellman, L. and Agiesta, J. (2012, August 25).
Poll: 1 in 4 voters “persuadable.’” Atlanta
Journal Constitution, p. A8.
Sowell, T. (2011, July 5). Much depends on
the wisdom of the voters. Atlanta Journal
Constitution, p. A12
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This issue of VOICES is about TURNING ON THE LIGHTS IN THE
WHITE HOUSE, making Governor Mitt Romney President Mitt Romney. VOICES this month is the best illustration of how GFRW educates
our members with the tools to empower them to educate others about
our Republican principles and our presidential and vice presidential
nominees. It is through this process we will elect Romney and Ryan in
November.
Educate yourself about what makes us different from Democrats; how our platforms differ, the personal differences of Romney and
Obama. Learn how to personally present OUR position for Romney
and Ryan. Please share this issue with others.
I am proud to say that this is the best VOICES we have seen.
Use this as a manual to get people out to vote for Romney and Ryan.
Educate yourself, use the talking points that are most comfortable for
you and get involved in the election of not only our life, but for generations to come.
A great way to utilize the tools you have learned is to come to
the GFRW Board Meeting on October 12-13. Everyone is welcome, not
just board members. On Saturday, October 13, we will be campaigning
for Romney and for Lee Anderson, Republican Candidate for the 12th
District Congressman and Congressman Jack Kingston, District 1
Let’s get involved and Take Back America and Turn the Lights
on at the White House.
Thank you,
Rose Wing
President, GFRW
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By Rae Chornenky
President of the National Federation of Republican
Not long after Rush Limbaugh made inappropriate comments about a young woman who testified before Congress
regarding Obamacare and its contraception mandate, the
press began contacting the National Federation of Republican Women to solicit comments on what the Democrat Party
and members of the media were calling the Republican war
on women. Well, let's just talk about this alleged Republican
war on women.

2.6 percent before Obama took office to 5.6 percent under
his presidency, the jobless rate for unmarried women has
risen to 11 percent from the pre-Obama level of 6 percent.
It is also important to note that the majority of older
women in America are unable to cover their basic living expenses. The percentage of those in distress is 50 percent
higher than that of men.

The Susan B. Anthony List and the government's
In light of all of the facts about who truly is responsiBureau of Labor Statistics have made clear
ble for a war on women, it is not at all surthat 92 percent of jobs lost since Obama
prising to find out that, according to a
took office were women's jobs. Since
2011 report compiled by the White
Under the current
Obama took office, the number of unemHouse, female employees earned apadministration,
ployed women has increased from 7.0 perproximately 18 percent less than their
women have not
cent to 8.1 percent and, as reported in the
male counterparts. Added to that is the
Los Angeles Times, "newly created jobs go
claim of White House female employees
fared well.
mostly to men."
that Obama appears to have a "woman
problem," in that female staffers continue
It is important to note that, according to the Bureau to refer to the "boys' club" who actually are part of decision
of Labor Statistics, under the current administration, women making, etc., and of which the female staffers are not a part
have not fared well. The poverty rate among women has
(The Washington Post, September 16, 2011). The fact the
skyrocketed to the highest level in 17 years. The extreme
White House is a hostile work environment for women has
poverty rate among women -- income below half of the fed- been alleged by high-ranking female officials, top female
eral poverty line -- is the highest ever recorded. More than aides, and female staff members (The New York Times,
40 percent of single mothers live in poverty; and, with more September 15, 2011).
than half of poor children living in those female-headed
Sticking to the facts and guided by the numbers
households, the child poverty rate has jumped to 22 percent.
That fact alone should make Obama a one-term president. provided by government agencies, one needs look no further than the current administration to discover exactly who
it is who is waging a war on women.
The New York Times has reported single women
are especially vulnerable under the current administration, in
that they already earn less than single men and married
people. While the jobless rate for married women went from
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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By Sue P. Everhart, Chairman
Georgia Republican Party
As we gear up for the Election of 2012, one
thing has become abundantly clear – this is the
most pivotal, important election of our lifetimes.
Over the past four years, we have witnessed an
undeniable transformation in the size and
scope of the federal government, growing
alongside our national debt into the nearlyunrecognizable leviathan that has been championed by the Obama Administration. The fact
of the matter is the United States of America
simply cannot afford four more years of Barack
Obama’s disastrous tax-and-spend policies.
Failure is not an option; we must prevail in this
election.

mittee at http://www.gagop.org/local/districts/
and your County Party at http://www.gagop.org/
local/county/. These local Republican organizations are a great way to not only get involved,
but are also the true lifeblood of our Party and
the powerful grassroots engines that continue
to propel us forward.

ber 6. All first-time voters, as well as those
wishing to update their registration information,
must complete the voter registration forms by
this date. For more information, please visit:
http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/vrinfo.htm.
Absentee ballots will also be made available
well in advance of the elections; be sure to find
the Application for Official Absentee Ballot
online at http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/
elections/voter_information/
absentee_ballot_app%202012.pdf and don’t
forget to print out extras for your friends, family,
and neighbors!
On Monday, October 15th, Advanced/Early
In-Person Voting will begin for the General
Election. Also, Saturday Advanced/Early InPerson Voting will be available on Saturday,
October 27th. For information on Early Voting
locations, absentee ballots and much more,
visit Secretary of State Brian Kemp’s “My Voter
Page” at: http://mvp.sos.state.ga.us/.

For the past two years, the Georgia Republican Party has been working around-the-clock
to prepare our team for November 6th. Between
voter registration, candidate recruitment, grassroots organization and coalition building, I am
proud of the strides that have been made since
our historic gains in the last election cycle.
Though much has been accomplished, there is
much yet to be done.

As I have told many of you before, when we
don’t show up, we lose. It is paramount that we
The very fact you are reading this article
The Georgia Republican Party is proud to also not only turn out to the polls, but that we make
today tells me you are keenly aware of what is possess a strong field of Auxiliary and Outreach a concerted effort to turn out voters from every
at stake in November. As voters, activists, and Organizations. Whether you are looking to net- corner of Georgia. The road to the White House
leaders of our Party, you each play a vital role work with fellow Georgia Republican Veterans, runs straight through Georgia – let’s turn out
in all of our successes; and, we could not be
Georgia Black Republicans, or the Tea Party
like never before and deliver the Peach State to
where we are today without your dedication to Coalition, we have a group for you! Be sure to Governor Mitt Romney!
our cause.
visit us online at www.gagop.org for more information!
Simply put, the future of our country depends
If you have not done so already, I would like
on it.
to encourage each of you to get involved, not
Finally, as we prepare for the upcoming
just at the State Party level, but also with your General Election, I also wanted to remind you Sue
respective District Committee and County
of some very important dates! Tuesday, Octo- P.S. Remember, “Politics is woman’s work!”
Party. For more information on how you can get ber 9, is the Voter Registration Deadline for all
Georgians wishing to cast a ballot on Noveminvolved today, please find your District Com-

All of us should remember that the federal government is not some mysterious institution
comprised of buildings, files and paper. The people are the government.
What we create we ought to be able to control.” Ronald Reagan
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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By Linda Herren
RNC National Committeewoman
What a wonderful, motivating, productive two weeks I spent in Tampa!
I arrived Monday, August 20, to attend the RNC meeting.
Organizational and procedural work was done for the convention process. I was pleased with the final Platform that represents our conservative values well. RNC members then transferred to their delegation
hotels and went to pick up the credentials for their states.
On Saturday, the Georgia delegation arrived -- elected delegates, alternates, their guests, and a large number of special guests
that did not have convention credentials but wanted to be there for the
experience and camaraderie. Many organizations sponsored events
around the Tampa area. Chairman Sue and the GAGOP staff, with
many corporate and individual sponsors, planned activities for every
day, including breakfasts, lunches, and late night parties. They did a
great job. Everyone came away knowing they had been totally pampered and treated to a great week.
I have attended many national conventions. This one was
unique because, for the first time in my memory, significant Rules
changes were proposed by the Convention Rules Committee. The
most egregious of these changes would have allowed vetting of elected
National delegates by the POTUS nominee with the possible exclusion
of some. Many of us RNC members spent countless hours on the
phone, in meetings, and exchanging emails to address this change that
would have gutted the grass roots procedures. A minority report from
the dissenting members of the Rules Committee was prepared. This
report would have been presented on the convention floor and most
likely would have initiated a “floor fight.” This would have been fodder
for the media and only served to undermine the unity needed.
A compromise was reached, so no minority report was presented on the floor. Stay tuned for further development on this issue at
the January meeting of the RNC.
A few of our delegation constantly dogged the cameras and
news microphones around the floor and secured interviews and TV
shots. Georgia was adequately represented in the media.
All came home exhausted, but energized, for the task before
us between now and November.

Photograph by John Delves: 2010 Campaign Bus Tour

Who Am I?
Linda Herren has been the RNC Committeewoman from Georgia since 2004.
She is a member of the Central DeKalb RW. Linda has been a grassroots
activist since being named Young Republican of the Year in 1972. She has
served as a precinct chairman county chairman, congressional district chairman, and 1st Vice Chairman of the GAGOP.

October 2012 VOICES Magazine

7

Georgia Federation of Republican Women

8

By Randy Evans
RNC National Committeeman
As different as every presidential elecNo one can predict what will happen on November 6, 2012. In fact, any one that says that they tion is, these are the contests that have been
know what will happen probably knows the least fought in presidential politics since George
Washington. The future of presidencies turns
about what comes next.
on exactly how the election was framed. If the
In the election for president, the cam- election was a referendum on an unacceptable
paigns of President Barack Obama and Gover- economy, then incumbent presidents (of both
nor Mitt Romney will focus their efforts on fram- parties) lost. If the election was a choice with
ing the choice for Americans. After all, the fram- one candidate becoming unacceptable, then
incumbent presidents won – even amidst tough
ing of the question will more likely than not deeconomic times. But, some elections involve
cide how the election turns out.
more and the 2012 Presidential Election appears to be one of those elections. Over the
Unquestionably, Governor Romney
will attempt to keep voters laser-focused on the course of American history, there are elections
in which a fundamental realignment of the elececonomy. Every day that the election is about
the economy, Governor Romney believes he is torate happens that can last for decades. After
winning. Incumbents do not fare very well when all, the Democratic Party was not always the
home of most African-American voters. It was
jobs are in short supply and times are tough.
Republican President Abraham Lincoln that
Indeed, French President Nicholas Sarkozy
signed the Emancipation Proclamation.
learned this lesson just recently.
Yet, in the world of presidential politics, talking about controlling the message is
very different than actually doing it. The President has an almost unmatched ability to dictate
and dominate news cycles. . . President Obama
has travelled to Afghanistan and announced his
change in opinion in favor of same-sex marriages. The impact was days and days of news
cycles about things that do not involve even the
mention of the word or concept of the “economy”
– and that for the Obama team was a win.

And, the South was not always
friendly territory for Republicans. In the days of
Senators Richard Russell and Herman Talmadge, Democrats ruled. But, transformational
elections changed all of that.

In fact, every day the 2012 election is
about anything other than the economy, President Obama avoids losing and increases his
chances of winning. Incumbent presidents have
enormous advantages. So, if he can avoid losing, President Obama has to believe he will win
in the end.

In modern political history, Republicans have relied heavily on social conservatives
to win national and state elections including the
presidency in 2000 and 2004. On the other
hand, Democrats have increasingly relied on a
noticeable gender gap among voters with growing support among women helping elect President Obama in 2008.

One of the “anything other than the
economy” topics for President Obama’s team
will almost certainly be Governor Romney himself. As a result, President Obama’s team will
try hard to make the election a choice -- with
Governor Romney as a worse choice than another four years of President Obama.
October 2012 VOICES Magazine

It is not just the Internet and cable
news that make this election different. Instead,
there is a transformational undercurrent in the
2012 election that involves the roles of women
and faith in the modern political world.

The 2012 political gambit by President
Obama and Democrats is to force women to
choose between their faith and selective
women’s issues, in hopes Republicans lose part
of their base and Democrats create another
reliable political constituency. To create this
8

dynamic, the Administration orders all institutions to provide free contraceptives, even religious institutions whose faith does not permit it.
In the high stakes game of Presidential politics, the goal is simple -– a political
wedge aimed at breaking women from their faith
using narrowly defined issues. Ultimately, the
long-term political goal is to break the historic
role of faith as a critical factor in American politics by separating women from other social conservatives.
Women have comprised a majority of
eligible voters in the United States since 1964.
In 1980, the number of women who actually
voted comprised a majority in the Presidential
Election for the first time. And, while women do
not, like some groups, vote as a monolith, gender gaps among women can, and often do, decide elections.
The election of the president is big
enough. But, as President Richard Nixon’s election in 1968 proved, bigger dynamics can be at
play when one of these transformational moments comes along in the course of national
politics. No Democratic presidential candidate
has carried the South since 1968. Watch for the
role of women in 2012.

Who Am I?
Randy Evans of McKenna
Long & Aldridge served as
outside counsel to the
Speakers Dennis Hastert and
Newt Gingrich, and represents several other members
of Congress and elected
officials in Georgia. He is
Chairman of the Board of the
Newt Gingrich Companies.
Evans is a frequent lecturer and author on subjects
of professional liability and ethics, government ethics
and politics. And . . . he is Georgia’s new National
GOP Committeeman.
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By Tom Graves
Congressman, Georgia 9th District
home to raise her children. The choice is hers! It’s a life filled with
freedom and choice, unshackled from a domineering government.

For nearly two years, I’ve had the honor and privilege of being your
voice in Washington. There have been many great challenges, but,
I’ve never backed down nor given in -- rather, I am always speaking
loudly and clearly for our conservative Georgia values.

This is “Julia’s” dream.
She dreams of earning paychecks, not unemployment
checks. It’s a life free of food stamps and government assistance -- a
life of equal opportunities, not equal outcomes.

Because of this, Nancy Pelosi and the labor union bosses
have qualified a Democrat candidate to run against me this November.
When she dreamed of being a princess, “Julia” didn’t enviYou heard me right! The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee is directly challenging you, me, and every other American-loving sion herself trapped in the government’s dark and dingy tower. Let’s
conservative. Why? Because, with your support, I’ve stood up to the set “Julia” free! Let’s set all the “Julias” of America free! Let’s return to
status quo and spoken out against President Obama and the dream he the core American values each one of us knows is right and true:
•Personal freedom;
has for each of us.
•Individual liberties;
•Love of country; and,
You know the dream. It’s the life he outlined for a woman
•The right to determine our own futures.
named “Julia” -- cradle to grave dependency on the federal government. It’s an addiction that is hard to break. That's the liberal vision for
But in order to do so, we must push back on those who wish
America and the same one the Democrats and unions are now trying to
to impose President Obama’s dream for “Julia” and America. The
impose on us.
Democrats and union bosses have been traveling the country, promoting policies of debt and dependency. Now, they are bringing the road
But, guess what? They never asked “Julia” what she
show to Georgia. They will do all they can to attack my efforts in
wanted. I believe “Julia” has her own dream. It’s our dream – the
Washington, as I’m working to advance policies that will lead America
American dream.
back to a path of opportunity and prosperity.
• Being born into an America where the only limits are the limits of
Let’s release the American people from the handcuffs of
her imagination.
liberalism
and press onward for this “Great and Glorious Cause we call
• Like my daughters and most little girls, young “Julia” dreams of
America!”
being a princess – not a prisoner.

• A dream of being born into this world not owing tens of thousands
of dollars in national debt.
• A dream of getting an education based on the decisions her parents make – a parent driven, child-centered process.

Rep. Graves represents Georgia’s 9th Congressional District and
serves on the House Committee on Appropriations. He is a member
of the Conservative Republican Study Committee.

She dreams of sleeping well at night because her nation is protected
and peaceful.

If the history of welfare teaches us anything,
it teaches us that government money
is as addictive as any narcotic.

A flatter, fairer tax code makes it easier for “Julia’s” parents to
save up; and, she graduates college without owing a dime. Then, she
meets the love of her life and gets married. They buy a house and
start a family. The thriving economy gives “Julia” many options. She
can stay in her job; get a new job; start her own company; or, stay
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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By Lisa May
NFRW Public Relations Committee
Photo: Courtesy NFRW PR Committee

She blames herself for her parents reduced hot lunches at school.
not being together, because they
So why would she jeopoften fought over everything dealardize the only security she has
ing with her.
ever known? This is what the
current administration wants us to
Because of the lack of
all believe is a better lifestyle -- to
and erosion of a solid family unit
with structure, support, and moral be dependent on The System.
fiber, young “Julia” starts looking
“Julia B’s” life is different.
for someone or something to love –
Her life has been pretty good; but,
to fill the void in her life.
suddenly, she finds herself in an
A few months back the
unexpected situation that changes
In her search for love,
Obama administration released a
“Julia” finds herself pregnant. The her life completely. She finds her
video entitled, “The Life of Julia,”
highlighting the immense govern- journey of generational entitlement only option is to rely on the system
to survive. She has a good
ment involvement in every facet of begins. For a fleeting moment
“Julia A” is happy thinking she has amount of emotional and physical
this women’s life from cradle to
support from family and friends.
solved all her problems. Reality
grave.
soon will set in. “Julia A,” unable to “Julia B” knows it will not be easy,
handle school and the pressure of but she is confident she will soon
Why do some people
be back on track.
everyday life, often drops out of
become stuck in the vicious generational entitlement society never school. With little or no family
“Julia C” is the polar
support, no real education, no
to escape, while others would
rather die first than become a prod- husband or baby daddy in the pic- opposite of “Julia A” and the bridge
from “Julia B.” She is so different
ture, and no job skills, “Julia A” is
uct of The System?
left with one choice for survival for that she accounts for 40 percent of
I believe that “Julia” must herself and her unborn child: The the American female population.
Whereas, “Julia A” is often a prodbe categorized into three separate System. The very same system
uct of the system from birth to
she wanted so badly to escape,
women (“Julia A,” “Julia B,” and
death, “Julia C” would rather die
“Julia C”) -- all with different traits, claims another victim.
than be on The System. She has
backgrounds, circumstances, and
“overachiever syndrome” and beShe will receive Mediexperiences.
caid to pay for the birth and care of lieves she can do anything. Failure
is not an option.
her child, low income housing,
“Julia A” usually is a
daycare, WIC, food stamps, assisyoung, unwed mother from diWhat makes the differvorced parents, parents that never tance with her utilities, job training,
ence between the “Julias?” The
and vouchers for a taxi or gas to
were married to begin with and
answer is two-fold: first, a strong
went their separate ways, or from a get to work and back. She will
family unit providing an environfamily with alcohol, drug, or sexual qualify for extra assistance if the
ment of positive reinforcement and
dad is incarcerated. When the
abuse. She often has low selfmoral guidelines, based on Biblical
esteem, magnified by the fact she child is of school age, she can
principles that teach responsibility
always wondered what was wrong obtain a voucher for school supplies and the child will receive free/ for both actions and non-actions;
with her; what did she do wrong?

This year July 4, 2012, marked the
236th birthday of the Declaration of
Independence. November 6, 2012,
will mark a new day in history. The
day Americans decide whether or
not to remain a country based on
the Declaration of Independence,
or the day we will fall further into a
country governed by the Declaration of Dependence.
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second, determination and a strong
will to succeed.
.
What happens to America if everyone becomes “Julia A?”
When the entitlement programs are
tapped out, where will “Julia A” go?
How will “Julia A” survive, since
The System never taught her how
to survive?
Where would America be
if our forefathers had “Julia A’s”
mentality? It is highly ironic the
very principles that built this great
nation are being cast aside and
action will ultimately destroy it from
within. America has become an
entitlement addict and it is time for
an intervention. Will America
choose entitlement/government
rehab come November 6, 2012, or
choose to become a victim of its
own making? The choice is yours
to make at the ballot box.

Who Am I?
Lisa May, a first
time writer for
VOICES Magazine,
hails from the state
of Nebraska. Lisa
is a member of the
NFRW Public Relations Committee and
Secretary for NeFRW. She has a
degree in Speech Communication from
the University of Nebraska with minors
in English and Psychology. Prior to
moving to Kearney, Lisa worked for the
Gallup Organization in the Consumer
Division.
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By Suzi Voyles
GFRW Immediate Past President
Georgia State Director — Maggie’s List
strongly the strength of our nation lies with each individual and each
person’s liberty, dignity, ability, and responsibility must be honored.
Republican women believe America is the most exceptional nation because of our founding principles, recognizing our
rights come from God, not from government. While retaining these
principles that have made us strong, we must also develop new and
innovative ideas to meet the challenges confronting each generation.
GOP women believe American values are worth preserving. We
The real reason Democrats manufactured “Julia” and the “war on
women” is because women don’t support their policies. It is Republi- believe the United States must retain its national sovereignty. And,
can women leading the charge against the overreach of government we know the Republican Party is the best vehicle for translating
these ideals into positive and successful principles and policies from
into our lives. In 2010, Republicans won the women’s vote for the
first time since Ronald Reagan and fired the first woman speaker of which to govern.
the House, Rep. Nancy Pelosi. We did so because we didn’t like the
Republicans don’t merely “talk” a good game; a
direction the Democrats were taking our country — on the economy,
look at our record shows we produce upon these principles. Republion health care, and especially on the debt. We still don’t like it tocans were founded on the precept of personal liberty. A Republican
day.
woman was the first woman to be voted into Congress, before she
could vote for herself (translation: GOP men elected her). It was a
“Julia’s” life is not typical of American women. Nor is it
something to which we Republicans aspire. We don’t see our lives GOP Congress that twice passed Women’s Suffrage to override the
veto of President Wilson, a Democrat. The Georgia GOP Chairman,
as a product of government handouts. In fact, we resent the idea
Sue Everhart, is a woman. Our National Committeewoman from
we owe our success to bureaucrats, and not to our own initiative.
Georgia, Linda Herren, serves on the Finance Committee of the
When Republicans talk about freedom, entrepreneurship, patientcentered health care, and fiscal responsibility, most women respond RNC. Jan Jones is the first female Speaker Pro Tem and Republipositively. We refuse to be enslaved to the myth, we are “entitled” to can Majority Whip in Georgia. In 1892, Ellen Foster and two other
women were elected alternates to the GOP Convention, a first for
something. We know, by the example of other countries that have
either major party. We absolutely do not believe Republicans have
gone down this path, we surrender more personal liberty than we
mounted a war on women. Mrs. Foster declared it best, “We are
can ever gain in what the government can give to us.
here to help you. And, we have come to stay.” Our growing numWe also believe government should practice fiscal respon- bers attest to that fact.
sibility and allow individuals to keep more of the money they earn.
And, when Republicans propose policies grounded in those principles — reducing taxes on small businesses, shrinking the deficit
through positive action like the Ryan Plan, and repealing
“Obamacare” — women see it is the Republican Party that is adWho Am I?
vancing their values, not the Democrats. GOP women believe encouraging individual initiative through free enterprise is what brings
Suzi Voyles is Immediate Past Presieveryone opportunity, economic growth, and prosperity to our state
dent of GFRW and is currently serving
and country.
GFRW as Chairman of the Leadership
Development Committee. She is also
When it comes to the empowerment of women, Republia member of the NFRW Membership
can women have always stood on the frontlines. GOP women beCommittee and the Fundraising Comlieve in equal rights, equal justice, and equal opportunity regardless
mittee. Suzi is Georgia’s State Director
of race, sex, age, creed, national origin or disability. We would never
for Maggie’s List.
spend our time in a Party that did not believe the same. We believe
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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A Delegate’s View
12
By Janis Holt, Texas
NFRW Public Relations Committee
Tampa Florida
August 27-30, 2012

A diverse group of 2,286 delegates
from 50 states, the District of Columbia
and 5 territories gathered together in
Tampa at the historic 40th Republican
National Convention with one goal in
mind: to nominate the Republican candidates for president and vice-president
of the United States. Lisa Roper,
NFRW’s 4th VP, and Janis Holt, a member of the NFRW PR Committee, were
just two of the 2,286, but were just as
anxious to make their voices heard.
This is their story.

was again in full swing.
Isaac proved to be
more of a nuisance, to
those of us in Tampa,
than anything.
Photo: Courtesy Romney Campaign Website
For us in the
Texas Delegation, the
convention experience
was a unique experience. Being the second largest deleGeorgia Casts
gation (155 delegates), we make an
impression, but with a spirit of “Texas
76 votes
Born, Texas Proud,” we set about to
make a fashion statement by wearing
matching shirts on the first official day
of the convention. The shirts were
made to resemble the Texas flag. Sitting atop our heads were our Texas
hats. Everyone definitely knew that
Texas was in the room!

Tuesday, on the convention
floor, began with business. As most
have heard, there was controversy over
As we arrived in Tampa, we
some proposed rules changes. Needwere greeted with the threat of Hurriless to say, Texas was vocal about this.
cane Isaac. He was barreling through Due to our large voice and the voice of
the Gulf of Mexico with Tampa in his
several other states, a very divisive rule
sights. Not knowing where it would
was thrown out. While many voiced
make landfall, convention planners de- strong opposition to the passing of the
cided to postpone the opening day in
rules, Speaker Boehner determined
case the weather took a turn for the
that “the ayes have it,” and the Convenworse. As it turned out, the hurricane tion Rules were passed. Soon after, it
did not hit Tampa and the convention
was time for the traditional Roll Call
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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vote. This was a once in a lifetime
event to witness. Standing close by, as
the Republican Party of Texas Chairman, Steve Munisteri, cast our 155
votes, we were thrilled to experience
this moment. Sue Everhart, GA GOP
Chair, cast 76 votes for for Mitt Romney
and Paul Ryan. Much celebration and
hat waving ensued. It was a fine moment for Texas and for Georgia.

Georgia Federation of Republican Women

across the nation, and President Rae
let the crowd know that fact! Finally,
hearing from our Future Vice President
Paul Ryan was the highlight of the evening. What a great choice! He’s just
the man to help bring our nation back to
being a nation of strength.

the confetti began to fly! Words cannot
describe the feeling of being in that
place at that historic moment.

As the last day opened, it was
bittersweet. We knew that the convention was ending, but we also knew that
it was time to get to work. Thursday
was the day for us to show our Republican Spirit. Red was the color of the
she concluded with, “You can trust Mitt. day and we wore it proudly! Each of
He loves America. He will take us to a the speakers was great and we felt the
momentum leading us up to the main
better place….” What an eloquent
event. No one wanted to be out of the
woman. What a great First Lady she
room; and, for the first time during the
will be!
convention, I believe all the delegates
from across the nation were all in their
Wednesday began with the
Texas Delegation dressed in our blue seats.
Oxford shirts with the Texas Emblem
Governor Mitt
over the breast pocket. Again, our hats
adorned our heads. What an opportu- Romney took to the ponity to hear from many up and coming dium and laid out for us
Republican stars. As I sat in my chair, I his vision for our country and how we can becouldn’t help but feel my heart swell
with pride as each one spoke about our come a strong nation
ideals and values. It is those conserva- again. Ann Romney’s
words kept coming
tive values that make America great.
These are the values that the Republi- back… “You can trust
can Party holds up as the standard for Mitt.” Yes, Ann, we can!
others to follow.
As presidential
candidate Mitt Romney
We also heard from strong
spoke his last words of
women leaders, including our own
the evening, the balNFRW President, Rae Chornenky!
Republican Women are blazing the trail loons began to drop and

And hearing from former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie
are experiences not soon forgotten. For
a moment in time, we all were on stage.
We were who America was watching.
We had a message to share with the
American people and we did it well.
But our work is not finished. We, as
Republican Women, have a job to complete. We must do whatever it takes to
elect Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan as
the next president and vice-president of
the United States!

Tuesday evening was special
because we heard from Ann Romney,
wife of presidential candidate, Mitt
Romney. You could have heard a pin
drop as Mrs. Romney shared from her
heart about her husband and their life
together. She told us about how they
had met at a school dance and how
they had fallen in love. Then thunderous applause followed her telling us
that “No one will work harder. No one
will care more.” when talking about her
husband. We all rose to our feet as
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Well, the convention is over
now. All the trappings of the convention have been cleared away and RNC
2012 is just a memory. But oh, what a
memory! Who can
forget Clint Eastwood and his
“empty chair” routine and the Internet
craze called
“Eastwooding”?
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The Real Romney
Librarian: J. D. Van Brink
When I first saw the title of this book, The Real Romney, and noticed
that both authors (i.e., Michael Kranish and Scott Helman) worked for
The Boston Globe, I was immediately suspicious. The title suggested
that this was going to be a snarky tell-all book, without documented
references, about how the subject of the book was a phony. After all,
The Boston Globe is not known to be a bastion of Conservative
thought. However, as I began to read the book I was taken by the
authors’ ability to relay a narrative about Mitt Romney, and his family,
that is factually based with relatively little bias, and the 332 pages of
hardbound text are backed up with 50 pages of Notes.
By all objective accounts, Willard Mitt
Romney, born March 12, 1947, is a very impressive man who comes from a long line of impressive ancestors, both men and women. Mitt’s
great-great grandparents, Miles Archibald and
Elizabeth Romney, converted to the Mormon
faith in 1837 near Liverpool, England. In 1841,
they immigrated to the United States where they
helped to strengthen and expand Mormonism.
Their son, Miles Park Romney, and his wife,
Hannah, lived tumultuous lives with prosperity
won, lost, and won again, finally settling in Mexico. Mitt’s grandfather, Gaskell Romney, was a
prosperous landowner who fled the Mexican
Revolution in 1912, returning the Romney family
to the United States. Mitt’s father, George Romney,

who was also injured in the crash. Although he was not at fault, the
incident left him a more serious young man who was determined to
do great things with his spared life.
As soon as Mitt returned from France in 1969, he married
his childhood sweetheart, Ann Davies, who had converted to the
Mormon faith while Mitt was in France. They both attended Brigham
Young University in Provo, Utah, where Mitt earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree with honors in 1971. He then earned a joint Juris Doctor
and Master’s of Business Administration from
Harvard University in 1975. Although he
passed the Michigan Bar Exam in 1975, Mitt
Romney has never practiced law.

At this point in his young life, Mitt
had a ticket to anywhere he wanted to go. He
chose the business consulting industry by
accepting an offer from the Boston Consulting
Group (BCG) in Boston, Massachusetts.
After establishing his bona fides at BCG for
about two years, Mitt moved over to Bain &
Company, a highly successful and prestigious
global management consulting firm, also
headquartered in Boston. He rapidly earned
a reputation for being one of the best the firm
had to offer, which in 1984 led to his being
was the chairman and CEO of American Motors Coroffered to lead a spin-off company, Bain Capiporation and a three-term Governor of Michigan who
tal, a private equity investment firm. Bain
ran for the Republican presidential nomination in
Capital
performed
leveraged
buyouts (a process whereby an invest1968.
ment company structures a deal where they invest their money, as
well as money from other investors, to buy a company, restructure it,
While Mitt’s American ancestors began with almost nothing and sell it for a profit. If the deal fails, then the investment company
and worked hard to live the American Dream, Mitt was born into a
loses less money than it would have had they invested all the money
privileged life. While some may have squandered such a fortunate
themselves. However, if the deal is successful then the investment
beginning, Mitt Romney methodically built on it. Mitt graduated with company can earn large profits.) During Mitt’s time at Bain Capital
average grades from Cranbrook School, a prestigious boarding
the company made an average of about 30 percent return on investschool in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. He then attended Stanford Uni- ment, making Mitt a multi-millionaire. Mitt briefly moved back to Bain
versity in California for one year where he earned a reputation for
& Company in 1991 to save the company from a potential bankruptcy
speaking out against Vietnam War protestors. While performing his that resulted from some of the founders wanting to cash out their
religious duty as a Mormon missionary in France for two and a half
shares in the company during a very bad economy.
years, Mitt was driving a car that was involved in a fatal head-on
crash that almost took his life, and did take the life of a passenger,
Continued on Next Page
Leola Anderson, who was the wife of Mitt’s French mission president,
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15 Continued
Book Nook
ney is now the Republican nominee and is raising more money than is
President Obama. He has honed his message and has learned to be a
tough competitor.

In 1994, after telling family and friends that he was very concerned about the country, Mitt ran an unsuccessful race against incumbent Ted Kennedy for the United States Senate in Massachusetts.
Instead of dwelling on the loss, Mitt instead chose to learn from the
experience. He poured over the data from the campaign to learn what
mistakes were made and how they could have been avoided. He then
returned to Bain Capital, where he presided over some of their most
prosperous years.

So, who is the real Romney? Throughout his adult life Mitt
Romney has been a dedicated husband and father of five sons. He
has also been a devout follower of his Mormon faith, having served as
bishop of his ward and state president in Belmont, Massachusetts. He
is known for having a brilliant analytical mind. He has a reputation as
In 1999, Mitt was asked to take over the reins of the Salt Lake OrganizMr. Fix-it, the guy you go to when things are really bad. The real Roming Committee that was reeling from an influence-peddling scandal
ney is a leader, a fighter, and ultimately, a winner.
involving the 2002 Olympics in Salt Lake City, Utah. By putting together a combination of cost-cutting, loans, investors, and sponsors,
My entire life I have enjoyed reading biographies to educate
Mitt was able to turn things around. About 2.1 billion people watched
myself about historical figures, partly to learn how I could become a
the games. The United States won 34 medals. The 2002 Olympics
better person, either by emulating someone who had achieved great
made almost a $100 million profit, and Mitt became nationally recogthings or by avoiding the mistakes that others have made. What I
nized as a leader who could “rebuild an airplane while it’s flying.”
learned about Mitt Romney while reading The Real Romney is that he
learns from his mistakes and persistently works to achieve his goals.
This is a man who is driven to succeed. He will analyze a problem in
In 2002, Mitt won the Massachusetts Governor’s race. Dur- meticulous detail, put together a team of people and resources, review
ing his four-year term, he eliminated a $1.2 to $1.5 billion projected
the status, and not quit until he has won. As an anxious nation waits,
deficit by cutting spending and increasing fees. He also worked with
the next chapter of this book is still being written.
the Massachusetts legislature to craft the controversial Massachusetts
health care reform bill and signed it into law in 2006. This law achieved
Who Am I?
almost universal health insurance coverage, but also included the infamous individual mandates that required people to buy health insurJohn David (JD) earned his MBA from
ance. He chose not to run for re-election in 2006 and, instead, began
Tennessee
Technological University.
running for the 2008 Republican Party presidential nomination.
He
has
worked
at Olin Corporation,
Mitt’s failed run for the Republican presidential nomination in 2008
EDS, General Motors, IBM, Barclay’s
provides another example of how he learns from his mistakes. He did
American Bank, Duke Power, and The
not have the best campaign strategy and chose to front-load too many
Institute for Nuclear Power Operations
resources in the early States of Iowa and New Hampshire. Instead of
(INPO). JD now works as a software
playing to his strengths as a fiscal conservative, he had tried to sell
developer at one of the largest credit
himself primarily as a social conservative, and born again Christians in
card processing companies in the world,
Iowa were not convinced. He also tried to compete with John McCain
Total System Services (TSYS), in Kennesaw, GA. J.D. is also
in New Hampshire, and national security conservatives were not conthe Chairman of the Georgia Tea Party. He enjoys reading
vinced. After losing the Iowa caucuses and the New Hampshire and
books on a variety of topics including history, philosophy, and
South Carolina primaries, he was struggling to raise money for the next
politics.
set of races. He dropped out of the race in mid-February and endorsed
John McCain one week later. Fast forward four years later: Mitt Rom-
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By Anne Simpson
Management Consultant
President Obama promised to restore hope and bring change to the
nation. He has had 41 months to achieve his objectives; however,
he has failed to deliver on all counts. Let’s hope 2012 brings true
change; here are my top 10 reasons to fire Obama.
10. President Obama has raised the cost of doing business by adding volumes of job crushing new regulations. Obama’s proposed
and implemented regulations cost the American people $9 billion a
month, an estimated $1.75 trillion a year, while only saving $2 billion
annually.
9. President Obama has increased the national debt by more than
$4 billion every day. In one term, President Obama has added $6.5
trillion to the national debt. He has instituted a policy of spending
more than he has, leading the nation further and further into debt,
while in the same breath asking the American people to cover his
spending with increased taxes.

entrepreneurs could not have accomplished their achievements
without government, shows his disdain for the independent spirit that
built America.
3. President Obama has levied the highest tax on the American
public. Obamacare, his signature legislative accomplishment, imposes over 20 new taxes on the American people that become more
burdensome in the coming years.
2. President Obama has failed to provide jobs. Unemployment for
Americans aged 18-29 has risen 3.1% since Election Day in 2008,
according to the Labor Department. College graduates are moving
home in droves to live with their parents, because they can’t find
jobs. Through his actions, President Obama is developing a dependent nation.

1. President Obama single handedly demolished the American
dream. His policies and increased regulation prohibit Americans
from pursuing financial security, home ownership, and professional
8. President Obama squandered nearly $800 billion in stimulus
success. The number of millionaires in the country is dwindling;
money on bankrupt companies like Solyndra and Ener1. Solyndra
alone, after receiving $535 million of taxpayer money, laid off 1,100 homeownership is at an all time low and employment prospects are
hard-working Americans and is now the subject of a federal probe for bleak. Americans who hat can and want to achieve the American
dream think twice now before pursing it. That’s hope and change we
defrauding the government.
can’t afford.
7. President Obama has hijacked the financial security of American
Sources:
families by playing politics with the extension of the Bush tax cuts.
www.mittromney.com
6. President Obama’s policies have hurt women. More women are http://obamaisntworking.com/stories/failed-energy-policy/
unemployed or facing poverty today than two decades previously.
http://obamaisntworking.com/stories/woman-obama-economy/
5. President Obama refuses to take ownership of where the country
is today, blaming past presidents for his failings. From a young age,
we Americans are taught to take responsibility for our actions and to
correct our missteps. When will the President take responsibility and
correct his mistakes? I guess the reason why he fails to take ownership of his failures is President Bush’s fault.
4. President Obama believes that entrepreneurship only exists because government allowed it to. His recent speech, proclaiming

Who Am I?
Anne Roedl Simpson, age 28, is a management
consultant. She received her undergraduate
degree from Emory University and her MBA from
the University of Maryland. Anne lives in Alexandria, Virginia, with her husband, John, and dog,
Maggie.

President Obama promised to slow the rise of the oceans and to heal the planet.
My promise . . . Is to help you and your family.
Mitt Romney
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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Photo: public domain

I recently found an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal entitled,
“Obama’s Imperial Presidency.” However, while reading the item by
Kimberly A. Stassel, I thought she should have titled her article –
“Obama’s Imperial [Precedents].” Human Events describes the president “wielding powers in ways that are constitutionally questionable,
setting a dangerous precedent.” (2012, July 2, p. 33)

Constitution limits federal power, but President Obama clearly believes
those limits just get in his way. So he ignores them.” (Galloway, 2012,
p. A8)

Bulleted below are 12 examples Stassel and others share
showing Obama’s “disregard for the powers of the legislative branch in
favor of administrative decision making without, and often in spite of,
The chart below provides a succinct account of how our presi- congressional action.” (Stassel cited Matthew Spalding from the Herident has thwarted Congress and members of his own party while push- tage Foundation blog.)
ing his own mandates, ignoring rules of law, and saying, “That’s OK, I’ll
do it anyway.” As we look for talking points relative to this election, let
When you talk with friends and acquaintances contemplating
us not forget these examples of precedents set by a president “hell bent a vote for the Imperial One, ask, “Can we afford four more years of
for election” and fully intending to continue having his way. Or, as Sam unilateral governance?” Be ready to cite some of the examples below.
Olens said during the GOP Convention in Tampa, “We know that the

Obama’s precedents for continuing to do what he wants, when he wants, how he wants
1

2
3

4

5
6

Examples

Obama’s actions and responses

The Dream Act. Congress refused to pass the Dream
Act opening a path of citizenship for some not in the
U.S. legally.
Medical Marijuana. Congress did not repeal the law to
criminalize use of medical marijuana.
Marriage Act. Obama disapproves of the Federal
Defense of Marriage Act passed overwhelmingly by
the 104th Congress and signed into law by President
Clinton.
No Child Left Behind. Obama dislikes provisions of
the federal No Child Left Behind Act.

Executive order directed officers to not deport certain illegal
immigrants granting virtual amnesty to over a million illegal
aliens.
Instructed the Justice Department not to prosecute offenders

Cap and Trade. Congress did not pass Obama’s Cap
and Trade legislation.
Union Card-Check. Congress did not pass “cardcheck” legislation, thus eliminating secret balloting in
Union elections.

Directed the Justice Department to no longer defend and enforce the act.

Asked Congress to fix it. When that failed, his Education Department now issues “waivers” that are not consistent with the
statue.
His Environmental Protective Agency now institutes Cap and
Trade via the Clean Air Act.
Appointed members to the National Labor Relations Board
who “pushed through a ‘quickie’ election law” to accomplish
his wishes.
Continued on Next Page

It’s about knowin’ what’s important!
Barak Obama
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Continued from Previous Page
(Obama’s precedents for continuing to do what he wants, when he wants, how he wants)
7
8

9

10
11
12

Examples

Obama’s actions and responses

Net Neutrality. Congress neglected to pass “net neutrality” Internet regulations.
Appointments. Senate did not confirm Obama’s selections for the National Labor Relations Board.

Got the Federal Communication Commission to do it unilaterally.
Proclaimed the Senate to be “in recess,” at which time he appointed his selections anyway. Use executive fiat without any
action from Congress to shut down gun and ammo sales near
the border.
Used executive privilege to withhold documents.

Fast and Furious. House Republicans demanded
documents necessary for probing the Fast and Furious
drug–war operation.
Voter Registration. States sought to clean up their
voter registration rolls.
Fracking. States looked to exert authority over fracking.
A Republican House of Representatives. Voters
elected a Republican House in 2010 to combat the
Obama tyranny

Invoked the Voting Rights Act.
Initiated new and imagined federal authority via federal water or
land laws.
No problem . . . “Go around Congress and disregard the Constitutional rule of law.”

Resources:
Brown, D. s. (2012, August 26). UN gun ban is back. (Available from Dudley.brown@nationalgunrights.org).
Galloway, J. (2012, August 30). Olen’s duet shows he’s on team. Atlanta Journal Constitution. p. A8.
Top Ten Cloakroom. (2012, July 2). Top 10 Obama Power Grabs. Human Events. p. 33.
Keyes, A. (2012). Obama extends term by executive order. (Available from Declaration Alliance, National Processing Center, PO Box 131728, Houston,
TX 77219.)
Stassel, K. A. (2012, July 16). Obama’s Imperial Presidency. The Wall Street Journal. p. A11.

You know there’s something wrong with the kind of job
he’s done as president when the best feeling you had
was the day you voted for him.
Mitt Romney
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By John Simpson
Political Consultant
One of the major keys to Barack Obama’s
presidential victory in 2008 was overwhelming support of young voters, those aged 1829. According to the Pew Research Center
for the People & the Press, two-thirds of all
voters under age 30 voted for Barack
Obama, 13 percentage points higher than
the rest of the electorate. This wave of
youth support was the highest since exit
polling began in 1972.
Given that voters under age 30
were so critical to the Obama victory in
2008, it is important to reflect on how the
last four years of the Obama Administration
have impacted these voters. Unfortunately,
the evidence suggests younger voters are in
markedly worse shape than they were before Obama took office. According to June,
2012, Bureau of Labor Statistics numbers,
unemployment for Americans aged 18-29 is
an astonishing 12.8% compared to the 9.7%
on Election Day 2008. So, the question
younger voters must ask themselves is why
has Obama failed so miserably to improve
the employment situation of the voters who
overwhelmingly propelled him into office?

Obama Administration, the Affordable Care
Act, has already created more than 13,000
pages of new regulations and includes 21
new taxes. Rather than hiring new employees, small businesses are forced to spend
resources on consultants, lawyers, and
accountants to understand the myriad of
new healthcare obligations and taxes imposed on their businesses. Still other new
regulations, such as new Environmental
Protection Agency regulations on power
plants and certain industrial boilers, raise
input costs, reducing available resources for
hiring.

The over regulation of industry
also extends to financial institutions, which
results in a double whammy to small businesses. First and foremost, the Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act (Dodd
Frank) forces banks to tighten lending standards, which eliminates the availability of
small business loans for all but the most
credit worthy customers. In addition, the
regulatory burden of Dodd Frank disproportionately impacts mid-sized and small community banks that are less able to cope with
the legislation’s excessive regulatory burThe answer is simple: the policies den, forcing these banks to expend reof this Administration have created so much sources on government compliance rather
than their core business of making loans.
business uncertainty employers cannot
The vast majority of small businesses bormake reasonable assumptions about the
future in order to justify expansion and new row capital from these community bankers,
not large Wall Street firms that are more
hires. According to the Small Business
able to absorb the cost of regulation.
Administration, 65 percent of net new jobs
created in the United States over the past
Just as uncertainty about govern17 years have been created by small businesses. These firms are the jobs engine of ment regulations and a lack of accessible
capital impacts a business’ decision to hire,
our economy. Expansion of a small busiso too does economic uncertainty. Since
ness requires access to capital, as well as
taking office in 2009, President Obama, on
regulatory and economic certainty. Under
the current Administration, not one of these countless occasions, has vowed to eliminate
the Bush-era tax cuts for those making over
key growth variables has been stable, retarding small business expansion and con- $250,000 per year. While inciting class
warfare may appeal to the populist wing of
tributing to the mass unemployment of
the Democratic party, raising taxes on high
younger voters.
earners actually has a dramatic impact on
The signature achievement of the job creation, since the vast majority of small
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businesses are sole proprietorships, or
structured as S Corporations or Limited
Liability Partnerships, which remit business
taxes though the owner’s personal tax return. The Joint Committee on Taxation
estimates nearly half of the $1 trillion in
business tax revenue is filed this way. Raising the marginal income rates for those
making more than $250,000, would be tantamount to a tax increase on more than
750,000 small businesses. The Obama
Administration’s steadfast opposition to
extension of the Bush tax cuts puts business owners in limbo, forcing them to retain
capital in anticipation of increased tax liability, rather than to make investments that
would expand productivity and job creation.
The hope and change mantra so
many young voters embraced four years
ago has left voters under 30 with a markedly
worse economic outlook today than on Election Day 2008. Fortunately, those voters
also hold the key to the 2012 election. By
voting for Romney or simply withholding
their support of Obama, younger voters can
again influence the outcome of the upcoming election and hasten their economic success.

Who Am I?
John Simpson, age
31, is a political
consultant practicing
in Washington, D.C.
He holds a bachelors degree in Political Science from the
University of Michigan and a masters
degree in Congressional Legislative
Affairs from The George Washingon University. He lives in Alexandria, Virginia with his
wife, Anne, and dog, Maggie. Follow John on
Twitter: @simpsondc
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By Lora Hawk
Political Consultant
On their face, these changes appear for the better. However, upon closer
examination, these points are a little less
clear. Let’s start with the pre-existing condition issue. While insurance companies are no
With the passage of the Affordable Care Act longer allowed to exclude me from their plans,
(ACA), the Obama Administration has altered they can price the plans high enough because
the face of American politics and policy in the of my pre-existing condition that I am excluded anyway. This is actually the real probdiscussion of healthcare forever. As a thirty
lem I have faced over the years, one that
year old, single woman, the ramifications of
Obamacare does relatively little to address.
this policy will affect the trajectory of my
health, my standard of living, and the AmeriMy insurance premiums are much
can expectation of government’s role for the
remainder of my life. Obamacare is a major higher than other “healthy” people, but they
continue to rise at a proportional rate as well.
deciding factor for considering my vote in
November. Leaving the politics of how it was While I now will have the option to shop for
other insurance plans, because of the nebupassed aside, I would like to highlight some
lous regulations and exchanges that have not
aspects of Obamacare’s policies and the
yet been established in each state, I cannot
messages surrounding it for other younger
shop for a competitive policy. While I am
female voters’ consideration.
appreciative of the policy’s gesture, it still falls
For everyone, healthcare is a mone- far short of solving any real cost problem.
tary issue that will only become more cumbersome, comprehensive, and involved as we
But let’s face it, ladies: we
age. For me, as a Type 1 diabetic since I was
six years old, it is foreboding discussion and
are the key to November.
an unfortunate lifelong necessity that simply
Obama knows that we will
must be dealt with regardless of who heads
our nation. Under the Obama administration,
make or break the Novemthe passage of the ACA has held some posiber election . . . .
tive attributes for me such as:
• By law, insurance companies are no
longer allowed to drop me for my
The decrease in my insurance pre“pre-existing condition”;
• Because I have been lumped in the mium cost is not a feature that can be exclurisk pools of many others who have sively attributed to Obamacare either. As a
no chronic illnesses and because I matter of fact, the decrease in some people’s
healthcare costs can be related more to the
otherwise take very good care of
overall economic decline, rather than any
myself, my insurance premiums
direct relation to the ACA’s policy changes.
have decreased for the first time
Because a number of costs in healthcare are
EVER in my 30 years; and,
• As of August 1, 2012, there are no administrative in nature, and the overall ecomore co-pays for women’s contra- nomic decline has required some healthcare
providers to cut personnel, the decrease in
ception, annual check-ups, and
women nationally can receive STD premiums have fallen accordingly.
screening, breastfeeding supplies,
Even more frightening, the biggest
and counseling at no cost.

costs as a result of Obamacare are still yet to
come. The Heritage Foundation states that in
2014, Obamacare expands Medicaid to an
additional 19.6 million Americans and creates
exchanges to regulate private insurance and
administer new federal subsidies. Once
these changes go into effect, Medicaid spending will increase by 18 percent, and private
health insurance spending will increase by 7.9
percent, since more people will gain coverage
through the government-run exchanges.
( Senger, 2012)
I fear that many have not yet even
begun to see the impact to our personal
budgets. With this in mind, I am hesitant to
tout the success of the ACA.
Finally, I am a huge advocate of
preventive healthcare. I also try to never miss
an opportunity to support women’s options in
healthcare. However, I am also sensitive to
political pandering. I am not unaware of the
assertions by many Democrats that Republicans are contributing to a “War on Women.”
I find that assuming all women vote
alike is both naive and a terrible strategic
miscalculation. To assert there is a “war” on
women is to attempt to lump us together and
to dumb us down as voters. Our bodies, our
ability to reproduce, and our health choices
are not our only reasons for voting. We are
complex creatures, who have managed family
budgets, run small businesses, and been
community leaders for just as long as our
male counterparts; and, therefore, we have
an interest in policy changes affect economic
development, taxes, and the government’s
role in our lives.
I personally find it a little insulting to
assert Republicans are part of a “War on
Women,” as if we are victims of some implicitly male bully. I may be many things, but I
have never been a victim.

Continued on Next Page
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But let’s face it, ladies: we are the key to November.
Women are the quintessential swing voters, the care takers of
the family, the manager of the family’s budget, and a major voting bloc. Obama knows we will make or break the November
election and the administration has sculpted policies and messages like these to favor courting our votes.

VOICESmail

Please keep this in mind when you are making your
decision in November. You have the power, you have the ability, and the Obama administration has recognized that! This
landmark legislation has made an indelible mark on the face of
policy in our country. Come November, women must make
certain their vote is cast in accordance to what you recognize as
factual and non-pandering policies. While this mark has been
made by the Obama administration, women have a duty to one
another to show the administration exactly what they think about
this policy and how they wish to see its legacy manifest.

As VOICES Magazine continues to grow and attract
contributors and readers, more articles are available
than can sometimes be included in the regularly scheduled issues. Likewise we receive articles deserving
immediate distribution rather than waiting for scheduled publication dates.
The VOICES staff has initiated a news service – via
internet emails, through which time sensitive articles
may be shared with readers as soon as the articles are
available. Such items may be repeated in upcoming
issues of the magazine if they are still timely and relevant to readers’ interests.

Who Am I?
Lora Hawk is President of Scarlet Hawk Consulting, her own
political consulting business. She has served as an aide to
various elected officials in the Georgia General Assemby,
worked on numerous campaigns and lobbied for two associations. She is a 2012 graduate of the Conservative Policy
Leadership Institute, a leadership organization devoted to
promoting conservative leadership.

Attention
Club Presidents
Are your members missing out on
important e-mail announcements and
e-mailed publications?
Update your club membership
addresses and e-mail addresses with:

Do your friends have Internet access?
Do you have a friend who is technically challenged when
it comes to computers?
Do they watch their e-mails for VOICES, announcements,
and legislative updates?

Sheila Galbreath, GFRW Treasurer
912-727-2109
sheilagalbreath@gmail.com and
Mindie Glidewell, GFRW Rec. Secretary
16 Miner’s Point
Acworth, GA 30102
dmglide@comcast.net

Help them get new issues of VOICES Magazine and The
Republican Woman. Help them access their “news” by
clicking on the link provided and go directly to a full color,
PDF file of the magazine. (VOICES Magazine usually
appears in April, September, and December. The Republican Woman is issued two or three times per year.)
Help your friends access and copy the magazines from
www.gfrw.com ( Login: GFRW09, Password: GOPwomen) and www.nfrw.org (Login: federation, Password:
nfrw1938).
Federation publications archived on the websites are just
a click away from their computer screen.
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By Tricia Welsh
Owner of Kideapolis, Inc.

When I was asked to contribute this article, I
reached out to some fellow moms to get
their thoughts on the upcoming election. Not
surprising, their biggest concerns were
healthcare and jobs. For those wondering
why education was not one of the top two, I
will tell you. Our children happen to attend
public school at some of the very best
schools in Georgia. For that, we are truly
blessed. Since these healthcare concerns
are something I have lived, my article will
focus there.
As a Conservative woman, the
first thing that comes to mind when I see or
hear President Obama is “Socialist.” As the
mother of twin eight-year old boys and the
daughter of older parents, I think, “Don’t
mess with our healthcare.” When I was a
child, my family lived overseas while my
father, a botany professor, conducted research with their universities. During one of
our stays in Germany, we had the opportunity to visit the local emergency room -twice. I later learned that because my father
was a professor -- and we were American —
even though on neither occasion were my
brother’s or my injury severe, we were very
quickly moved out of the triage area and into
a clean quiet room. The triage area was
very crowded; there was even blood on the
floor. It was a very frightening place for
children. The physicians, on the other hand,
were wonderful -- and almost embarrassingly apologetic for the condition of the
emergency room. My father’s closest German colleague, who lost his leg during
WWII, sought treatment for his wooden leg
and stump, not in Germany, but in the United
States and in his later years when travel was
not easy, in Switzerland. What was the
cause of our not-so-fond childhood memory
and a prominent citizen leaving the country
October 2012 VOICES Magazine

for treatment? The answer: Socialized Medicine. Some might
say, “but that was years ago.” If
you don’t believe me, take a look at our
neighbors to the north. Our Canadian golf
friends have a new story for us every year.
This year it was a four to six month (or more)
wait for simple knee surgery. Wow, for
those who are on crutches, I guess it is a
great time to re-build one’s upper body
strength.

them when Obamacare goes into effect?
Might your sons or daughters be interested
in medicine someday, or even biomedical
engineering or research? As my dear friend,
Julie, who is a pediatric speech pathologist
and wife of a successful foot and ankle surgeon said, “Why would some of America’s
best and brightest choose medicine as a
career when their ability to practice quality
healthcare in the USA is going to be limited?
Are you prepared to wait for
months to have ankle surgery, sinus surgery, Why borrow hundreds of thousands of dollars for medical school when it will now take
or be treated for carpal tunnel syndrome?
a lifetime to pay it back?” What will happen
With my husband traveling and all of my
to the many breakthroughs that are made
boys’ activities, I just don’t have time to be
down for that long. Do you? If less severe, each year in American medical research
facilities? Will the private research facilities
less expensive procedures take this long,
how can we count on life-threatening, expen- and pharmaceutical companies be the next
form of free enterprise taken control of by
sive medical conditions being given the
the government?
proper attention?
When one of my sons suffered a
head injury I knew that I could take him right
to the emergency room at Northside Forsyth
Hospital and he would receive immediate,
quality care. With our current system, even
if I didn’t have insurance, I know my son
would have received that same quality care.

In the country that has the best
quality medical care in the world, should
quality medical care be available to everyone? Absolutely! Is destroying all that is
great about healthcare in America the way to
fix that? Absolutely not!

What about your parents? I can’t
even imagine my mother or father being
required to see a different oncologist because the one that has treated them through
the years is now “not part of their insurance
or Medicare program,” or heaven forbid, has
decided that they have had enough of
Obamacare and left their practice -- or the
country. My In-laws have been required to
change physicians a number of times and
drive many miles to find a specialist that will
actually accept Medicare. What happens to

Who Am I?
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Tricia Welsh is the owner of Kideapolis,
Inc., a company that makes wearable blankets for children and their parents. Tricia,
her husband Patrick, and her twins, Collin
and Dillan, reside in Forsyth County GA. In
addition to being the Assistant Cub Master
for Pack 107, she sits on the boards of the
Forsyth County YMCA and Mentor Me –
North Georgia.
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By Dulany Woodward
There is always talk about the impact of
Women's Issues on an election. But, that is not
the true question. The better question is simply
how to win the women's vote, as we are the
voting majority. Because it is so evident that
every issue is a woman's issue, we no longer fit
into an easily defined category. We are single,
married, widowed, or divorced. We make economic decisions for our families and ourselves.
We are committed to superior education. We
worry about safety for our children and ourselves. We are concerned about the food we
buy and our freedom to decide proper nutrition.
Many are helping to care for parents and looking for affordable, loving assistance. We run
our own businesses and want the government
with its over-regulation and taxation out of our
way. The list is as vast as our country is large.
The issues perhaps more pressing for
senior women would include health care, affordable and reliable access to medication and
needed/wanted procedures, and the comfort of
a long trusted physician.
Taxes on many levels are concerning,
whether income tax, inheritance taxes, capital
gains tax, real estate, everyday sales taxes,
local taxes, and gasoline taxes. All of these
affect whether we can enjoy the quality of life
we had hoped to have.
Security both at home and the freedom to travel abroad without fear is on our
minds. Protecting our country and, thus, our
citizens is high on our list. Many women, where
permitted, now take advantage of ConcealCarry laws.
The sanctity of our borders and the
financial impact it has in our everyday life is of
great concern. Also, the change we have allowed it to bring to our national identity is distressing and discouraging. How many languages should be on an American ballot or
used to teach in our public schools?
Religious freedom, the right of our
own conscience to decide personal choices, is
becoming lost under the government control of
more aspects of life.
October 2012 VOICES Magazine

How do we, as women, as seniors, in
this fast-paced, media controlled, Internet
savvy, sound byte reporting world, respond to
all these concerns? What do we really need to
be comfortable again in our own country?
We need health care reform, but not the
one on the books. And, changes
should only address actual health
issues, not all the myriad extraneous
issues plugged in, which have nothing
to do with health care.

We need to stop punishing those who succeed and rewarding those who do not
try. Class envy is just wrong.

We need someone to have some backbone in Washington and take the law
making function back from the president and his over-reaching Presidential Executive Orders, or he will become a dictator we cannot control.
We need the strings cut on public funding
or assistance to schools or organizations of conscience to allow them to
make decisions on a local basis or in
accord with their own principles.
We need to welcome those who seek the
opportunities the U.S. offers, but have
them come through the front door, not
through tunnels under our borders.
We need to stop the class warfare and
destruction of the concept of hard
work = success. Success and profits
are not dirty words.
We need to re-establish in our schools the
teaching of the documents written by
our Founding Fathers, as well as reinstating the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance at the beginning of each
school day.
We need to encourage an unashamed love
of our country and its place in the
world.
We need a strong military allowed to respond to any situation. We need to
stop pushing social agendas in the
military and the abuse of women who
serve.
23

We need to remove overbearing restrictions and taxes on our businesses,
large and small, or we will no longer
have them.
We need to secure the Social Security
system and safeguard the proper use
of Medicare.
'
We need our representatives to focus on
fixing our country and less on simply
getting re-elected.
WE NEED TO GET OUR COUNTRY'S
FINANCIAL HOUSE IN ORDER OR
NOTHING ELSE WILL MATTER.
This is a never-ending list. But, as
you talk, text, tweet or post on FaceBook, speak
out. We are past being timid. We are in a fight
for our country and women united have the
power to return this nation to its true birthright.

Who Am I?
Dulany D. Woodward
is First Vice President
of the Colorado Federation of Republican
Women and is Vice
Chair of the NFRW
Achievement Awards
Committee. She is an advocate for women’s
issues and a frequent contributor to VOICES
Magazine.
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By Remington Youngblood
Founder of Change 4 Georgia
Our country is rich in history; it started with the “shot heard
‘round the world,’” referring to the start of the American Revolutionary War.
1. Abraham Lincoln said: “Four score and seven
years ago, our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a
new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”
2. Martin Luther King said: “I have a dream.” His
dream came true, as have millions of other American dreams
through having freedom to teach and study math, science,
technology, and space. — freedom to dream, imagine, and
create.

great-grandfather was a Marine in World War II, stationed on a
ship in the Pacific Ocean. I have seen the same World War II
Veteran at Disney World for two years in a row now. He
wears his cap and medals and he rides around on his scooter
with a smile on his face. I shook his hand and thanked him.
He is a hero.
Our country has given us many heroes. Every…
single…veteran…is a hero. Veteran means love of country
and a belief in America’s strength and goodness.
1. Steve Jobs was an American hero. He was
given up for adoption, yet went on to change the whole world.
He was the brains behind the iPod, the iPhone, and the iPad.

Our country has given us freedom through our
Veterans, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. I appreciate
having freedom of choice and freedom of speech. I like that
my dad has a choice of what he wants to do and where he
wants to work.

2. Bill Gates co-founded Microsoft, which among
other achievements, gave us X-box and X-box Live. He and
his wife, Melinda, founded The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, which has given BILLIONS of dollars to many charities.

Our country offers us an education, building our
futures -- tomorrow’s presidents, doctors and scientists -running a country, saving a life, finding a cure.

“Our country is strong,” as former president
George W. Bush said in his 9/11 Address to the Nation. My
parents have told me how the people of our Country came
together after 9/11. WE STAND UNITED.

Our country is full of opportunity. I can choose any
employment I am interested in taking on.

Asking if I am proud of my country is like asking if I
am proud of myself, my family, my friends, and neighbors. Of
course, I am proud.

Our country gives me faith and hope. When I am
encountering a challenging task, I think of the men and
So, I have written [this] paper on why I am proud of
women fighting for our Country. A soldier’s life is not without
my country. But, I ask each of you to reflect on why your
sacrifice. Freedom is not free.
country is proud of you.
Our country is full of cultures and customs, which
makes us unique.

Who Am I?

Our country has a variety of transportation and
entertainment.
Our country provides us with food, shelter, clothing,
and the security and safety of our families.
Our country and its flag stand proud.
Our country protects us through our veterans. My
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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Remington Youngblood founded a
community involvement program called
Change 4 America, which assists our
Georgia troops deployed overseas by
collecting items from their “wish list.”
Over 60 businesses and 15 schools
support his efforts. Remington is 11 years old and a fifth
grader at John’s Creek Elementary School.

Georgia Federation of Republican Women

25

The Diamond Report
by Felicity Diamond
November 6 is not just an election -- it is a Restraining Order. For
three and one-half years, we have witnessed the Obama administration as if it were Jimmy Carter on steroids. I would like to share some
quick facts to illustrate:
•

•

•

•

•

I thought you might be interested in just a few other areas
where your hard-earned tax dollars are going:

1) The U.S. government is spending $750,000 on a
new soccer field for detainees held at Guantanamo Bay.
The national debt increased more during President Obama’s
(While Team Obama and Democrats are gutting the defense
three years and two months in office than it did during the
budget)
eight years of the entire George W. Bush presidency. The
2) The Obama administration plans to spend belatest Treasury Department figures show the national debt at
tween 16 and 20 million dollars helping students from Indo$16 trillion -- thanks to the spending frenzy under Team
nesia get master’s degrees.
Obama and Democrats.
3) The federal government has shelled out $3 million to
The nation’s unemployment rate remains at 8.2 percent,
researchers
at the University of California at Irvine to fund
despite a $1 trillion stimulus package, which according to
their research on video games, such as “World of Warcraft.”
Obama would eventually bring unemployment down to 5.6
4) The Department of Health and Human Services
percent. A recent Gallup jobs survey places the unemployplans to spend $500 million on a program that will, among
ment rate at 18 percent when adding those working part-time
other things, seek to solve the problem of five year-old chilwho want full-time employment.
dren who “can’t sit still” in a kindergarten classroom.
The U.S. Senate recently passed a farm bill that will cost
5) Fannie Mae is asking the federal government for
nearly $1 trillion with approximately 80 percent going to food
another
$4.6 billion bailout, and it will most certainly get it.
stamp recipients! Food stamp spending has quadrupled
6)
A
total of $1.8 million was spent on a “museum of
since 2001 and has gone up 45 percent since Obama took
neon
signs”
in Las Vegas.
office. The U.S. House begins work on the bill this
7) The U.S. spent $2.6 million to train Chinese prostimonth. This is another opportunity to contact Speaker
tutes to drink responsibly.
Boehner and our representatives to stop the renegade
8) According to USA Today, 13 different government
spending.
agencies “fund 209 different science, technology, engineerAccording to the Heritage Foundation, more than 70 percent
ing, and math (STEM) education programs -- and 173 of
of federal spending goes to dependence programs! Colonel
those programs overlap with at least one other program.”
Allen West, U.S. Representative--FL, keenly observed it is
one thing to have a safety net, but quite another to have a
The list of wasteful programs is endless, and space conhammock!
straints
will
not allow me to list them all. Enough, enough,
The amount of money the government wastes is almost
enough!
President
John Adams noted, “There are two ways to coninconceivable. It does not stop with entitlements and green
quer
a
nation:
one
is
with the sword, the other is with debt.”
energy, which really should be called “red energy” with the
billions that have been poured into Obama’s favorite proContinued on Next Page
gram.

Now is the moment when we can stand up and say,
“I’m an American, I make my destiny. And we deserve better.
My children deserve better. My family deserves better.
My country deserves better.” Mitt Romney
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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Where is the federal budget in all of this? Let’s see . . .
Christopher Columbus discovered the New World in 70
days. The Empire State Building was constructed in 410
days. Yet for over 1,100 days, the U.S. Senate has failed to
pass a budget.
U.S.BUDGET
U.S. Tax Revenue $ 2,170,000.000,000
Federal Budget:

$ 3,820,000,000,000

New Debt:

$ 1,650,000,000,000

National Debt:

$15,600,000,000,000

Recent Budget Cut:

$

38,000,000,000

Remove eight zeroes and pretend it’s a household
budget:
Annual Family Income:

$ 21,700

Money The Family Spent:

$ 38,200

New Debt On The Credit Card:

$ 16,500

Outstanding Credit Card Balance: $156,000
Total Budget Cuts Which Some
Politicians Are Proud of:

$

380

It will take massive change to restore our nation. Change cannot be in the form of compromise. President
Reagan once said that promoting pastels instead of bold colors is
not a winning strategy. Our party, indeed our country, must return to the conservative principles upon which America was
founded.

Past Presidents Of the
Georgia Federation of Republican Women
S.S. Halliburton, 1957
Halycon “Chon” Bell, 1960—1962
Anne Bateman, 1962—1964
Rita Creeson & W.C. LeShanna, Oct. 1964—March, 1965
Lee Ague Miller, 1965—1967
Bootsie Calhoun, 1967—1968
Virginia Estes Massey, 1968—1971
Margaret Holliman, 1971—1975
Lil McAfee, 1975—1977
June Kidd, 1977—1979
Kathie Miller, 1979—1983
Helen Van Waldner, 1983—1985
Sandra Deyton, 1985—1987
Reva Jennings, 1987—1989
Kathie Miller, 1989—1993
Sharon Jacoby, 1993—1997
Emma Hinesley, 1997—2001
Valerie Betz, 2001—2005
Millie Rogers, 2005 – 2009
Suzi Voyles, 2009—2011

Who Am I?
Felicity Diamond graduated from the University of Mississippi with a degree in Health
Information Management. She worked for
CDC and is now a licensed real estate agent/
property manager. She currently serves as
President of the Cobb County Republican
Women’s Club.

When somebody does not do the
job, we’ve got to let him go.
Clint Eastwood
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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Vice-President: Savannah Area Republican Women
Chairman: GFRW Special Committee for Armed Forces

How do initiatives begin? Years ago, men could vote,
former slaves could vote, but women could not vote. It was not
until August 18, 1920, that the 19th amendment was ratified.
WOMEN CAN VOTE! ... But, will they?
Republican Women in Savannah say YES -- we can
vote and we will get out the vote! The SARW is reigniting the call
to action. Knowledge is power. The more we know, the more
involved we become!

When we visited with Brian Kemp, the Secretary of
State for Georgia, he affirmed the biggest challenge for a clear
vote remains the absentee ballots. We agree, but we still have
concerns about the Diebold voting system and the ability to verify
the vote. As Josef Stalin said, “Those who cast the votes
decide nothing. Those who count the votes decide everything.”

Training and Education are imperative! As part of our
initiative, we are training as poll workers. We are registering voters. We are volunteering to help count the ballots. We are learnActive members of the Savannah Area Republican
ing. The key tool is education! Bert Guy, the first Vice-President
Women watched trained poll workers, and had our eyes opened
with startling observations. Thus, the journey began! We learned of the Georgia Republican Party, presented GET OUT THE
VOTE! An excellent training for us and for you! We have some
that a poll manager was unable to add the number of votes corideas as a result:
rectly. We were stunned at the rumor about an elected official,
who loitered in the polls “to help” voters decide which candidate to
Compile a calendar of county-wide candidates and
vote for. We discovered a precinct that failed to offer the Republievent listings.
can primary ballots. Enough! We packed our bags for the jourEngage other Republican groups and go to the
ney.
churches, the assisted living facilities, as well as
candidate “meet and greets.” One of the greatest
With information and research, the President and Vicefinds was a sheriff’s deputy who is Hispanic. He is
President of SARW, visited the monthly meeting of the Board of
going to the Hispanic community for the RepubliElections. In Chatham County the Board of Elections and the
can cause -- off-duty, of course!
Board of Registrars are separate. Armed with a respectful request
for help, questions, and the offer of volunteer support, the ElecOur goal is to get out the vote. Currently, we are plantions Board was open to hearing from us. We had several rening town hall meetings where people can meet candidates, regisquests:
ter to vote, and become more engaged in the process. There is an
We requested poll worker applicants and poll workers on the ongoing effort, which is enriched and strengthened by adding a
day of voting be required to show picture ID. This had voter registration page to candidate websites. Every vote counts.
Call your neighbors. Take them to the polls. Volunteer to help!
not been a part of the screening process for workers.
We requested elected officials be asked to refrain from helpRepublican Women, join us in the journey! Now is the
ing others vote. The Georgia law indicates that canditime for action!! Fill up your suitcase with passion for your comdates cannot stay in or around polling places, but the
munity. Fuel up with education! On the road, let us hear about
law does not address elected officials.
We asked there be a verifier when someone who needs help your observations and ideas. Be a leader and be supportive of
your Constitutional right to VOTE. Enjoy the trip and “ GET OUT
is offered assistance, to make sure steering is not a
THE VOTE.. Y’ALL!”
part of the voting process.
We found felons, who have completed their probation, can
vote -- a big surprise to everyone. This is not based on
See you at the polls!
the level of the felony and is an issue that still needs to
be addressed.
October 2012 VOICES Magazine

27

Georgia Federation of Republican Women

28

By Rick Davies
Technology Consultant
Email has quickly become the fastest way of disseminating information
to the largest number of people at one time. As we enter a busy political year, such as the years where we elect our new president, email
becomes an even more vital pipeline of information sharing. As such,
the power of email is incredible and, when used properly, can help
• Look on the major news sites: cnn.com, foxnews.com,
keep friends and family in the know about your candidate’s political
bbc.co.uk. Don't be afraid to look at major news outlets in other counactions, achievements, and accomplishments.
tries, especially when it comes to political articles or information you
have received that may be inflammatory or damaging.
To become a proficient email information disseminator, there
• Contact your elected officials or look on their websites, if you are
are a few “rules” that you should become familiar with when sending
forwarding information about them and something they have been
out email to friends and family:
lauded for or accused of doing.
1.
Be brief. The more words you write,
• As the Internet becomes more ingrained
the more often people will term your
in our lives, another site that can be useful,
email “tl;dr” (Too long; Didn't Read.)
although still needs to be verified itself, is
2.
Be informative. Get right to the point
wikipedia.org. For any specific topic there are
in as short a time as possible.
usually sources posted at the bottom of the
3.
Be credible. Make sure the informa
page or in an article you are reading. Click on
tion you send out is correct and from
these links and investigate the sources. If
a trustworthy source. (More on this
something is not cited properly, then most
in the next section.)
likely, the information is false.
• Contact your local political parties as they
Make sure to honor people's reare usually on top of any political developments
quests to NOT be included in future emails.
or have close ties to the community or area in
Many of us have friends and family that do not
which these issues are occurring.
follow politics, baseball, ballet, NASCAR, or
whatever topic you may be emailing them. If
It is of paramount importance we all
someone wishes to not be contacted, please
strive to inform our friends, neighbors, and
remove them from future mailings and purge
relatives of information that may be critical to
them from your lists immediately.
them; but, we must strive even more to make
Since I am heavily invested in politics, I will give pointers and
tips for the remainder of this article from a political perspective. As I
stated in Number 3 above, in order to maintain credibility, you must
first establish your credibility. There are several ways to do this. You
should never blindly forward information you receive on a certain
topic, until you have deemed it credible from a trustworthy source. For
example, there are several websites dedicated to helping you determine if the email you just received—asking for every man, woman,
and child who reads it, to send a postcard to a child dealing with cancer—is legitimate. (Such emails are usually not true).
• Snopes.com and TruthorFiction.com are great resources to
check if an email chain letter is, in fact, true.

sure the information we do send out with our names signed on it is
valid and factual. As my mother once told me, “It takes years to build
credibility and trust -- and seconds to destroy it.”

Who Am I?
Rick Davies has been employed as a Senior Consulting Engineer with
IBM for 17 years. He works with Fortune 500 companies around the
world to help them understand and implement technology needed to
run their businesses as efficiently and cost effectively as possible.
Rick holds several IBM, Microsoft, and Red Hat certifications, as well
as an Open Group Master I/T Specialist Certification. Rick is Vice
Chairman of Communications for the Cherokee County GA Republican Party.

Be very careful with forwarding and “reply all.”
Think before sending! Deborah O’Connor
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The 2012 election is heating up. Our GOP convention is over and we are putting our energies into getting the Republican ticket elected. Over the years, I
have been involved in getting candidates elected in many ways. Here are a
few tips:
Get out the vote – Be active in club and party initiatives. There are many
county or community fairs and your county or club may have a booth that
needs workers. This is a good chance to answer questions, pass out voter
registration information, and tell the public about the importance of voting. I
have worked as a precinct chair and school district chair and will volunteer in
the GOP office and the County Fair booth this year.
Volunteer for a candidate -- Depending on your interests, you can be part of
a phone bank, address candidate information, work in an office (county GOP
or candidates) or volunteer to do other work on a campaign (put out signs,
Debbie Whelchel (left), North GA New Generation Women’s deliver signs, etc.). Remember, folks with opposition for state representative,
Club and Sara Snyder (right), Greater Gwinnett Republican state senator, school board, House and Senate races also need volunteers.
Women’s Club working for the Gwinnett GOP at the County Financial support is also needed and appreciated. I have worked as a Campaign Treasurer and learned how to file the required ethics paperwork. This
Fair booth
year I have volunteered to help on a House campaign.
Be part of the election process – Volunteer as a poll watcher. Better yet, get trained and become a poll worker or manager. I will be a poll
worker this election cycle. Since you are a federated women’s club member, you are already aware of the importance of these activities.
What’s in it for you? You better understand the skills and knowledge the candidates have; you are an advocate for involvement in the political process; and, you can state why you support an issue. With this knowledge and experience, you can decide whether you might be a
candidate in the future or seek out women in your community who have a vision to lead and encourage them.

Who Am I?
Sara Snyder had an extensive career in education having worked in the classroom, the central office, as an Associate Professor at a private
college, and at the Georgia Department of Education. She has two adult children and four grandchildren. A Coverdell Leadership graduate,
she has served as an officer for Greater Gwinnett Republican Women, the Gwinnett GOP, and GFRW. An active District Director for several years, Sara passes along advice for election efforts in all districts.
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By Bobbie Frantz
Fourth District Director
Charges and Responsibilities of District Directors

Report from District Directors' Workshop
GFRW President Rose Wing is all about the Three Es -- Educate,
Empower, and Elect Republicans. Because education is one of the
main goals of GFRW, our spring board meeting in Callaway Gardens focused on the District Directors being educated for their
roles within the organization. The District Directors are to be the
liaisons between the clubs and GFRW. The District Directors are
charged with increasing membership in the GFRW.

•

• All District Directors — Obtain a
copy of each club’s bylaws to ensure
all clubs are working within their bylaws, paying special attention to compliance with nominating and election
processes.

As expressed in the
GFRW Bylaws, a District Director is
expected to attend all GFRW
Board Meetings, to promote the
establishment and formation of
new clubs in her district, to assist
local clubs to complete the chartering process, to ensure the District
is properly organized and all local
clubs within the district have a set
of approved bylaws under which
the local club shall operate. District
Directors are also encouraged to
meet at least two times per year
with the local club presidents in her
district.

• Johnell Woody — Any discrepancies in club bylaws are to be referred to the Bylaws and Rules Committee through Johnell. Johnell is the
liaison between the Bylaws and Rules
Committee and the District Directors.

President Rose Wing
gave a presentation on the strategies for dealing with club presidents. Millie Rogers presented
information and handouts for setting up new clubs and forming satellite clubs. This information can
also be found on the NFRW Web site. As Vice Chair of the GFRW
Membership Committee, Johnell Woody shared information on how
to build membership. Vivian Childs reviewed information about
helping clubs with their bylaws and rules. Barbara Hickey discussed strategies for dealing with club presidents, professionalism,
programs, and projects.
At the end of our training, the District Directors were
charged with compiling a list of Charges and Responsibilities.
These Charges and Responsibilities are listed as follows:
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All District Directors — Seek to increase GFRW
Membership by assisting existing clubs; seeking out
potential sites for satellite clubs; forming new clubs
by providing leadership training; and, living a positive image of GFRW within the community.
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• All District Directors -- Obtain
periodic president’s reports (either
every three or four months) in order to
compile a District Director report to be
forwarded to their respective GFRW
Vice Presidents. Be prepared to present a district report upon request of
the GFRW President.
• All District Directors -- Report to
respective GFRW Vice President any
district-wide training meetings with presidents of
local clubs. The goal is to hold a minimum of two
training meetings per year.
•

Bobbie Frantz, Varie Rustin, and Judy True — Compile a District Directors’ Handbook from materials,
reports and suggestions to be submitted from all
District Directors to be incorporated in District Directors training and operations.
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By Johnell Woody
GFRW District Director
11th District
No time for education? Too bad,
perhaps it is because of poor time management. When overwhelmed with too many responsibilities, the trivial many have a way of
stealing time and attention from the important
Leading isn’t easy in the best of times, but
few. A friend of mine has a system of listing
when things get hectic, leading can be overwhelming! The hard part is keeping the wheels tasks, then scoring each, based on importance
between the lines; staying between the naviga- and urgency. Totaling the two scores, importional beacons; the train on the track; just get- tance and urgency, determines which level of
ting from A to Z with minimal injury to self and/ priority on the to-do list a task is placed. The
next order of business is to determine which of
or others.
these level one, two, or three tasks can ONLY
Feeling overwhelmed can leave a gal be done by the task owner, which can be delegated to someone else, which need a commitemotional – the best, brightest, strongest of
tee, and which can wait. And, guess what –
women can succumb to too much stress. An
this works! Taking the time to sort out the imelection year, especially one as important as
portant few from the many is a tried and true
this one, can be an extremely emotional
method of accomplishing more in less time.
stressor. Added to home, family, career, and
the dozens of other demands on a woman’s
Freshly armed with new and innovatime, it’s a wonder there aren’t more melttive ideas from educational moments and a little
downs.
more time carved out by better prioritization and
delegation, there is time to empower one’s self
Looked to for leadership in these
and others. Offering opportunities to new memmoments, what can a woman do to keep it all
together and accomplish EVERYTHING (okay, bers to carry some of the load instills confialmost everything) on her plate? Perhaps the dence and a sense of belonging, empowering
best options lie within GFRW’s mission of edu- them for greater responsibilities later. After all,
isn’t that what true leadership is -- developing
cate, empower, and elect. How can this help
skills in others and, thereby, empowering future
leaders lead you ask? Well, let’s take a look.
leaders? This, the second step in the GFRW
First of all, the best of us benefit from mission, empowerment, is also applicable to
education – whether it is how to improve lead- keeping the train on the track.
ership skills; how to delegate (see VOICES
While the elect in the GFRW mission
Magazine, spring 2011); how to increase membership; how to mentor and encourage others predominately refers to putting the right candidate in the right office through education and
to step up; or, how to manage time -- to mention just a few. Learning and implementing the empowerment, it can be applied equally well to
keeping club efforts germane. Notice, it is the
art and craft of delegation, not only removes
right candidate in the right office, not necessarstress, it certainly frees up time.
ily my candidate. It is hard not to play favorites
and harder not to attempt to persuade others to
Increasing membership provides a
a personal preference.
pool of fresh hands and feet, new ideas and
enthusiasm, and more opportunities to deleWhen overloaded with responsibiligate. Mentoring and encouraging others is a
ties, eager to do the best job possible, and
learned skill that builds confidence, fosters
determined to be-all-to-all, emotions frequently
cooperation, and forms relationships.
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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cloud judgment. Those in positions of leadership are not the only ones subject to this malady. When emotions get in the way, little things
that should not matter become mountains instead of molehills. When emotions get in the
way, logic and reason go out the window and
everything becomes very personal. Here is
where the elect comes in: elect to take a
breath, think, analyze, re-think, breath again,
and act – never react. Don’t cross the line
between objectivity and emotionality.
By educating members and the general public by providing the options, the facts,
and opportunities to interact with candidates,
the electorate is educated and empowered to
make a logical, knowledgeable choice, rather
than an emotional guess in the voting booth.
By continually educating ourselves, empowering ourselves to let go through delegation, we
free up time for more important endeavors; and,
by electing to remain calm in the storm with
emotions in check, we, as leaders and as followers, can help put the right candidate in the
right office at the right time. Use E’s to keep it
between the lines.

Who Am I?
VOICES columnist
Johnell Woody, has a
degree in Business, Real
Estate Emphasis, from
Cerritos College, CA, and
from Kennesaw State
University in Integrative
Studies. She has worked
as a real estate broker,
manager, trainer, coach
and consultant; and is the owner and director of
Westwood School of Real Estate Studies.
Johnell is the 11th District Director of GFRW,
member of the Cobb County Republican
Women’s Club, Cobb GOP Business Network
Group, and the Georgia Real Estate Educators’
Association.
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Bobbie Frantz
Babe Atkins-Byrne Sheila Galbreath
Gussie Gammon
Sherry Barnes
Rosan Hall
Stephanie Berry
Lydia Hallmark
Marjean Birt
Barbara Hickey
Nita Boeglen
Pat Huntoon
T.R. Brooks
Tamara Johnson
Sheila Brower
Tracy Lewis
Charlice Byrd
Bettye Chambers Pam LIghtsey
Debbie McCord
Vivian Childs
Sharon Penner
Rae Chornenky
Sherry Roedl
Wanda Duffie

MEMBERS

Varie Rustin
Donna Towery
Judy True
Diane Vann
Kathyrn Webb
Rose Wing
Johnell Woody

Camden County Republican Women
Coastal Republican Women’s Club
Republican Women of Henry County
Cobb County Republican Women
Golden Isles Republican Women
Greater
Fayette Republican Women
SUSTAINING
Middle Georgia Republican Women
MEMBERS
Northeast Georgia Republican Women
Barbara Alderman
Paulding County Republican Women
Donna Weczorek Women’s Republican Club of Richmond County

Vickie Temple

Check one: ___ Reagan Club Membership $100,
___ GFRW Sustaining Membership $25
Name __________________________________________________
Club ___________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________
City _______________________State ____ ZIP _______________

Members of the Georgia Federation of Republican Women have the opportunity to become a
member of the 2012 Ronald Reagan Club. Memberships enable GFRW to achieve the organization’s
goals for the Republican cause in Georgia. Your contribution makes it possible for GFRW to:
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain the website— www.gfrw.org
Photo: Judy True
Print educational materials
Post the on-line magazine VOICES
Post the weekly E-News to your e-mail address
Form new clubs and support existing clubs.

We welcome your contribution as a Reagan
Club Member ($100) or as a GFRW Sustaining Member ($25). Your local club can also join the Reagan
Club. Membership dues support GFRW’s efforts to
advance the participation of Republican Women in all
areas of politics and to promote Republican candidates and philosophy.

Telephone ________________________________________
E-Mail Address ____________________________________
E-Mail Preferences:
__ plain text only, __ rich text color,
__PDF attachment, __ WORD Attachment.
Make your check payable to GFRW and on the reference line—write
Reagan Club. Mail to:
Wanda Duffie
4193 Day Road
Martinez, GA 30907
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Members are recognized on the website and
they enjoy VIP seating at GFRW Board of Directors’
meetings and functions. Sustaining members are also
recognized on the website.
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By Lis Overton, Chairman
GFRW Membership Committee
These ideas for finding new members are not in any particular order. Take a moment to think about each one, and choose those you think
will work for your club, adapting them as you wish. We hope that they will help your club grow and become stronger!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Set up a table at Republican events
•
Think like a child – How would you get
•
someone to play with you?
Ask for time on a FOX radio station
•
Get the membership list from your local •
Republican Party and send out invitations
•
When someone notices your political
•
energy, tell them why and invite them to
attend an event
•
Go to your Voter Vault and send invites
•
by Precincts
•
Hand out flyers and brochures
•
Hand out invitation cards with meeting
•
information on it
Have a reward for who brings in the most •
•
guests
•
Meet at a nice location
Make prospective members feel impor•
tant
•
Have informative and enjoyable programs
Make some meetings with social events •
•
Have a club web page
•
Use email
Put posters in stores
•
Invite the media
Network with coworkers, friends, and
•
family
Follow-up on guests (send thank-you
•
note with a reminder about the next

meeting)
Have educational meetings
Have friendly meetings
Have incentives for those who join
Have members give talks at other organizations
Provide guests with free meals
Have the club sponsor a deserving,
needy individual or family
Provide child care
ASK your guests to join
Advertise in church bulletins
Wear Republican pins
Hand out bumper stickers
Smile
Elect a dedicated membership chairman
Ask elected officials to speak and join
your club
Repeatedly invite prospective members
Sell your club at other Republican club
meetings
Make meetings more interactive
Bring a guest
Advertise in newspapers and on public
access TV
Make contact with Chamber of Commerce
Attend public meetings at malls, outdoors, etc.
Man booth at malls, fairs, festivals, etc.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Contact past members
Extend warm greetings from every member
Provide guest information packets
Make guest introductions
Ask for comments
Hand out club business cards
Advertise at local colleges
Have a special guest day
Participate in community events
Publicize club successes, elections,
contests in local newspapers
Have a club newsletter
Have a club brochure
Hold public debates with candidates
Never cancel a meeting
Have a planned agenda
Encourage interclub visits
Hold a Visitor Day – each member sends
out 10 invitations

Who Am I?
Lis Overton is Chairman of the GFRW
Membership Committee and is currently
serving as President of
the Savannah Area Republican Women’s
Club.

You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong. You cannot help the wage earner
by pulling down the wage payer. You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich. You cannot
help men permanently by doing for them when they could and should do for themselves.
John Boetker
The Free Market and Its Enemies: A Book of Quotes by Richard M. Ebeling
October 2012 VOICES Magazine
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Ensure your club members receive what they pay for. Urge your club secretary to send updates of the club roster and
members’ addresses to the GFRW Treasurer—Sheila Galbreath (sheilagalbreath@gmail.com) and to VOICES Distribution Director—Bobbie Frantz (bdfrantz@bellsouth). Include mailing addresses, telephone numbers, and email
addresses. Without email addresses your members will not receive VOICES Magazine, E-Newsletters, Legislative Updates, or VOICESmail. NFRW’s Republican Woman Magazine is available online in two different
formats (including PDF), as well as the traditional printed copy members will receive by postal mail.
When club members move or change email addresses, forward a copy of these changes to the GFRW Treasurer and to
the VOICES Distribution Director, so members will continue to receive the publications and notices for which they
pay.

1. Announce when new issue of the magazine is available. Put the links to the publication on your club
website and in your club newsletter. Encourage members to click on the VOICES link in their email
announcement from GFRW.
2. Copy the latest issue of VOICES Magazine to pass around during club meetings. Display VOICES
Magazine, The Republican Woman Magazine, or the latest VOICESmail on a laptop computer before
and after local club meetings. Station a member at the laptop to show others how to access the publications.
3. Make multiple copies of single articles you want to distribute. VOICES Magazine presents numerous one-page articles, articles that are easily duplicated on a printer or scanned and emailed. The
graphic design of each article is designed as a “stand alone” page—easy to copy and share.
4. Any page in VOICES Magazine may be reprinted with credit given to the author and to VOICES.
Readers across Georgia and in other states are encouraged to reprint items of interest in their newsletters and
website postings.

5. Ask computer savy members to forward the VOICES links to local GOP members and to their
friends, neighbors, and family members in other states..
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T.E.A.M. . . . Together Everyone Achieves More
Editor and Layout Artist: Judy True. First Vice President of GFRW and Editor of VOICES, Judy is a well known
author and speaker on organizational leadership topics and has edited a wide variety of publications for professional organizations and nonprofit groups. She also serves as Vice Chairman of the NFRW Public Relations Committee and is Secretary of
READ (Reading Education Association of Dawson County). Judy founded LEADER—an international special interest group,
and served as President and Executive Director. A retired professor from North Georgia College & State University, she
belongs to the Chattahoochee Republican Women’s Club.

Associate Editor: Sherry Roedl. Sherry chairs the GFRW Publications Committee. As a member of the committee
she revised the Policy and Procedures Manual and compiled the Georgia entry for NFRW’s Public Relations Award. A former
Executive Director of the Cobb Symphony Orchestra, Sherry also served as President of the Board of Directors and Executive
Director of Metropolitan Youth Symphony Orchestra of Atlanta She is a licensed real estate broker, formerly affiliated with
Harry Norman Realtors. She is Treasurer of the Cobb County Republican Women’s Club and serves as a member of the
NFRW Public Relations Committee.

Feature Editor and Regional Distribution Director: Millie Rogers. Millie acquires feature articles and directs distribution of VOICES to national and state leaders. A GFRW Past President, she chaired the GFRW Americanism
Committee and was a Liberty Day Project Coordinator. Millie is Past President of Cobb County Republican Women and Past
2nd Vice President of the Cobb County Republican Party. She currently chairs the NFRW Program Committee. MiIlie is employed by the Cobb County Board of Commissioners.

State Distribution Director and Postmistress for VOICESmail: Bobbie Frantz. Bobbie is VOICES mail
postmistress and she distributes VOICES Magazine to members through emails and postings on www.gfrw.org—the website.
Bobbie began her work on VOICES as a photographer for the publication before becoming Distribution Director. A former
President of North DeKalb Republican Women, she is currently Treasurer and Publicity Chair for the DeKalb GOP and GFRW
4th District Director. Bobbie is a retired Legal Administrator.
Columns Editor: Ullainee Stokes. Ullainee Stokes secures articles from standing columnists of VOICES. A Members of the GFRW Bylaws/Rules and Resolutions Committee, she is a Past First Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary of
GFRW. She is the current Secretary and Newsletter Editor of Central DeKalb Republican Women and a Past President.
Ullainee is retired from the construction and insurance industry.

Manuscript Editor: Babe Atkins-Byrne. Babe Atkins Byrne edits the initial copy of VOICES. She chaired the
GFRW Membership and Campaign Activities Committees, and is a 30 year member and Past President of the Cobb County
Republican Women’s Club. She is retired as a Judicial Administrative Assistant for the Cobb Superior Court and is doing job
sharing for Judge George Kreeger.

Copy Editor: Melinda Mock . Melinda proofreads the final copy. As President of Healthcare Cost Consultants she
serves as an Orthopedic Nurse Consultant holding certifications in orthopedic nursing and life care planning. She is a member
of the GFRW Bylaws and Rules Committee and the Chattahoochee Republican Women. Melinda chairs the 11th GOP District Rules Committee and is a State GOP Committee member. She is President and CEO of the NAON Foundation.

Editorial Advisor: Lisa Ziriax. VOICES Editorial Advisor Lisa Ziriax is Communications Director for NFRW and responsible for the Republican Woman magazine, the NFRW website, and other promotional materials and programs. Prior to
joining NFRW, she developed Internet and other high-tech applications and worked as a newspaper and magazine editor.
With a bachelor’s degree in journalism she has also instructed journalism classes.
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