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You spoke; we heard you and we listened

     You probably noticed our announcement of this newsletter in the summer issue 
of VOICES Magazine. Responding to readers’ requests for a smaller magazine and 
requests for a newsletter of Federation news only, we bring you the first issue of 
FOCUS.  

     Because its mission will be to focus solely on federation and individual Georgia 
club news, we will depend on you – our readers (GFRW members) 
with information about your clubs and members. This newsletter will be published at 
least three times per year or on a news availability basis. 

     There’s lots of newsy information in this issue. Check out the information about 
GFRW’s Fall Board Meeting and Biennial Convention next month and learn which 
Georgia clubs were award winners at the National Federation of Republican 
Women’s Biennial Convention in September.  

     This is YOUR newsletter! We hope you will send us your news to share with 
other clubs across the state. By sharing news about our vibrant organizations, 
GFRW and NFRW, the Republican Party can only become stronger. 

     We hope you enjoy this newsletter. Please email me with your contributions and 
comments. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely,  
Cindy Theiler  
FOCUS Editor  
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Make your reservation now for GFRW Biennial Convention 
 
Registration is now open for the Georgia Federation of Republican Women’s Fall Board Meeting and Biennial 
Convention. Reserve your space today for this special event! 
 
When:  Oct. 16-17 
Where: Sea Palms Resort & Conference Center, 5445 Frederica Rd., St. Simons Island 
 
Purpose: This meeting is to conduct such business as is reasonable and necessary pursuant to GFRW bylaws.  
 
Highlights 

Friday, Oct. 16  
- Parliamentary procedure workshop 
- Famous dolphin cruise 
- Reception 

Saturday, Oct. 17 
- GFRW board meeting and biennial 

convention 
- Luncheon 

 
Cost and registration deadline 

- Register by Oct. 7: $55 per person 
- Register by Oct. 14: $60 per person 
- After Oct. 14: $65 per person  

 
Election of Officers 
Convention delegates will elect officers for 2016-2017. Nominees are: 
President – Barbara Hickey, Cobb County RW 
1st Vice President: Sara (Sally) Snyder, Gwinnett RW 
2nd Vice President: Joyce Hinton, Republican Women of Henry County 
3rd Vice President: Open 
Secretary: Varie Rustin, Middle Georgia RW 
Treasurer: Billie Dendy, Cobb County RW 
Assistant Treasurer: Denise Ognio, Greater Fayette RW 
 
For more information and registration: Click here. 
 
  
 
 
 



 

 
 

   

    
 
 
 

Georgia Schools Superintendent Richard 

228th anniversary of the signing of the enduring U.S. Constitution on Sept. 17, 1787, by purchasing a pocket Constitution 
for every fourth-grade student in public schools acros
  
Woods’ plan was to deliver Constitutions to elementary schools statewide before the celebration of Constitution Week 
14-18. GFRW members were asked to help deliver these booklets to fourth
   
John Schuerholz, president of the Atlanta Braves, wrote a letter to Atlanta area students about Constitution Day. In this note, he 
shared, “The rights and freedoms of every person in this country since its founding are detailed in the U.S. Constitution. By
reading, discussing, and understanding this document, you will have a good idea of how to be a better citizen…
freedoms contained in our Constitution have been defended by our armed forces for decades and by gaining a good knowledge 
of it, you will also gain a greater appreciation of their service to our country.” 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Barbara Hickey, Lydia Hallmark, and Bobbie Frantz
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“ In Cobb County, CCRWC members helped distribute booklets to fifth-grade students in the City of Marietta and 
Cobb County school systems. CCRWC has distributed these Constitution booklets to fifth graders in the past so the 
organization wanted to ensure this year’s students also received copies,” Hickey said.  
 
According to Lydia Hallmark, Constitution Day committee chair for Paulding Republican Women’s Club, Constitution 
Day was a memorable day in that county. Paulding students were very excited about getting that very special 
document to take home. 
 
Hallmark said it was truly a team effort from the planning stage three months in advance to the great day when 
county commissioners, judges, Georgia representatives and one state senator, council members from two cities, City 
of Dallas mayor, Rotary Club members, the county GOP chair, the director of the Paulding Education Foundation, 
and other citizens fanned out to all 19 elementary schools to speak to the students and distribute the documents.  
 
Kim Cobb, Paulding Board of Education member and PCRWC’s corresponding secretary, arranged for Debbie Kelly, 
curriculum coordinator for Social Studies, Gifted, and Fine Arts, to act as contact between the school system and our 
Constitution committee.  The Paulding County Republican Women’s club sponsored the effort.  
 
In DeKalb County, Cheryl Swarts, Sarah Looper, and Bobbie Frantz visited Kittredge Magnet School on Sept. 17 to 
distribute the Constitutions.  Frantz said “Benjamin Franklin” greeted the women and then escorted them down 
“Constitution Avenue” to the four classrooms. One teacher’s fourth-grade class sang them a song about the 
Constitution. The group expected to deliver Constitutions to the 4/5 Academy in Decatur on Sept. 24. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISTRICT DIRECTORS’ HOTLINE  
By Natalie (Tali) Olmi [District 6] and Judy True [District 9] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st District: 
     Anne Mueller 
     Chatham County 
2nd District: 
     No Clubs 
3rd District: 
     Dee Carlson 
     Coweta County 
4th District: 
     Sarah Looper 
     DeKalb County 
5th District: 
     Vacant 
6th District: 
     Natalie Olmi 
     DeKalb County 
7th District: 
     Linda Williams 
     Gwinnett County 
8th District: 
     Varie Rustin 
     Houston County 
9th District: 
     Judy True 
     Hall County 
10th District: 
     Jean Blackstone 
     Oconee County 
11th District: 
     Melinda Mock 
     Cherokee County 
12th District: 
     Lillian Smith 
     Columbia County 
13th District: 
    Joyce Hinton 
     Henry County 
14th District: 
     Vacant  

(Editor’s note: This article is the second in a series describing the role of District Directors in the 
Georgia Federation of Republican women.  The first of the series appeared in the spring issue of 
VOICES Magazine and defined the office of District Director, described how they develop and 
charter new clubs, and emphasized the need to get to know the personality of each club.  The 
following article reviews how District Directors are selected, the number of clubs existing in each 
district, and the role of new District Directors.) 
 

Selection of District Directors (DD): 
How are DDs selected?  At the GFRW Biennial Convention in October, club delegates from your district 
will elect the next DD for a two-year term of office.   
 

How are the Georgia Federation Districts determined?  GFRW seeks to have a District Director in each 
of the 14 Congressional districts. Some districts are quite large in population or in land area while other 
districts are small. Due to the last redistricting, some counties have geographic areas defined in more 
than one district. For example, DeKalb County has sections in the 4th, 5th, and 6th Congressional districts. 
In such situations, the club must select one of the districts in which it will be represented by a District 
Director. At present, Districts 2, 5, and 10 have no federated clubs, while District 14 has three clubs and 
a vacant seat for a District Director.  
 

Presently there are 11 District Directors across Georgia. These ladies are diversified in background, 
personalities, work experience, and volunteer service. Each is a member of a local club in her district and 
may be an associate member of other clubs in the district.  
 

The primary role of the DD is to promote a positive climate for (1) forming new clubs and (2) supporting 
established clubs. When DDs are elected they begin their two-year term asking two questions: “Are there 
areas of the district that could support a new club?”  “Or has the district maxed out regarding the number 
of clubs it can support – at least for now?”   
 
Forming new clubs. How can a DD best encourage local women to establish a new club?  Basically the 
answer is to participate as a team member with those ladies interested in forming the club – be one of 
them, provide a checklist, be a cheerleader.  Or, the best plan might be to encourage but get out of the 
way. For example, club members who live on the perimeter of an existing club may want to have a club 
of their own.  From experience, they may have the expertise to proceed somewhat independently. In this 
instance, encourage and praise, but get out of the way. 
 

Analyze needs of existing clubs. One of the obvious needs will be building membership. Once clubs 
are operating they may encounter a drop in membership the second or third year. Membership numbers 
are frequently quite healthy during the excitement of forming the new club. However, membership 
numbers can be expected to drop if members do not become involved and committed to the new club. 
First, establish a program of speakers and interesting topics to encourage members to return. Next, get 
committees formed and operating successfully. Survey members’ interests and bring ladies to 
committees where their interests can be developed. As the old saying goes . . . “Use ‘em or lose ‘em!” If 
the club does not meet members’ needs for involvement, they will move on to another endeavor or 
organization that will meet those needs. 
 
Determine a reasonable membership goal.  If a club is in a large urban area there are more 
opportunities to grow the numbers of the club. If a club is in a small county or rural area, how many local 
ladies can you reasonably expect to be interested in joining a new club? In rural areas a 10-12-member 
club may be reasonable. In a town, a 20-30-member club may meet the needs of the area. Don’t forget – 
in small communities the same ladies are involved in everything. Determine how your club can best 
become a priority for this very busy but small cadre of active women.    
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Cobb County Republican Women’s Club
Project Mail Call 
By Kim Sherk  
  
Project Mail Call – Project Mail Call was the focus of the 
CCRWC June 26 luncheon where the membership 
collected $300 and a huge bag of toiletries. Project Mail 
Call provides a direct and personal method to contact and 
send customized care-packages and letters to U.S. 
soldiers, Marines, sailors, airmen, and “coast
overseas. During the Saturday, June 27, packing session, 
CCRWC volunteers packed boxes, based on unique 
needs and requests. In the photo, notice how the Ettels 
basement into an organized storage and 
Newsletter, July 2015) 
  

  
Hall GOP Chairman Debra Pilgrim was guest speaker and shared information about the
county GOP. Following the business meeting
  
Gainey explained the efforts of the Choices Center in caring for women and their families in crisis, and 
noted the expanded services to inclu
education, as well as infant clothing and items.
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Cobb County Republican Women’s Club 

Project Mail Call was the focus of the 
CCRWC June 26 luncheon where the membership 
collected $300 and a huge bag of toiletries. Project Mail 
Call provides a direct and personal method to contact and 

packages and letters to U.S. 
soldiers, Marines, sailors, airmen, and “coasties” serving 
overseas. During the Saturday, June 27, packing session, 
CCRWC volunteers packed boxes, based on unique 
needs and requests. In the photo, notice how the Ettels (founders Mary and Ed) have converted their 
basement into an organized storage and packing facility? (Reprinted from CCRWC 

 
 

Republican Women of Hall
A Caring for America Field Trip  
By Lauren Bell, Vice President and 
CRA Chairman 
  
The Republican Women 
field trip in June to hold 
the South Hall Choices Women’s 
Center. Ann Gainey and her staff 
welcomed members to the facility and

       furnished a delicious breakfast.

Hall GOP Chairman Debra Pilgrim was guest speaker and shared information about the
Following the business meeting, Gainey took the members on a tour of the facility.

explained the efforts of the Choices Center in caring for women and their families in crisis, and 
noted the expanded services to include: free pregnancy tests, STD testing, free ultrasounds, options 
education, as well as infant clothing and items. 

have converted their 
Reprinted from CCRWC Elephant Patter 
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… and SHARING 
 
Southwest Georgia Republican Women’s Club 
Planning Interesting Meetings   
By Barbara Schmader, President 
  
 
Non-election years pose a problem for clubs that want to continue meeting through the summer. You want 
to have interesting meetings to keep your membership active in order not to have to regroup before an 
election year campaign. Of course, we have enough Republican presidential candidates to fill an entire 
year and then some, but they are in the fundraising mode and unless you promise them big bucks, you 
aren't going to snag one. 
  
We find that summer is a good time to give politics a rest and have programs that are interesting, 
entertaining and definitely educational. You can find resources for these meetings outside the political 
realm. 
  
Our May meeting always falls on Memorial Day. Our Auxiliary members, all retired military, representing the 
Air Force, Army, Navy, and Marines, always present the meeting that day. It is our most outstanding 
meeting of the year. (Sorry about that, politicians.) It is always different. This year, since it was the 70th 
anniversary of the end of World War II, they concentrated on the Battle of the Bulge. If you haven't heard 
Patton's prayer during the worst part of the battle and his prayer of thanks after God answered his first one, 
please look them up.  
  
In other years, we have pointed out the women who served, who were captured and became prisoners of 
war, and also those at home who worked in factories and plants replacing those men who had gone off to 
war. 
  
There are a few people left who know the story of the early Republican Party in Georgia. It would make for 
an entertaining meeting. Some county Republicans met in the “banker's living room” and didn't want it to 
grow or they would lose control. There are other stories, equally as ridiculous. Find a party historian and 
pick his/her brain. 
  
There are resources everywhere. There is a wealth of information available for things we don't know or 
don't understand, so don't give up learning. Education will make you a better-informed Republican.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              

Spotlight

What do you call a busy woman with loads of talent and 

accomplishments, but one who never seeks the limelight?  
our colleague and friend. 
  
Bobbie Frantz, editor—Digital Media for VOICES Publications, 
hats over her professional and volunteer careers. For more than 30 years, 
Frantz served as the legal administrator for a progressive law firm ha
human resources, benefits, major purchases for the firm, financial mat
including trust accounting, accounts payable and receivable, payroll, billing and 
collections, tax deposits, and managing the computer systems. 
responsible for computer system and network administration of a complex 
computer network consisting of both Novell Netware and Microsoft NT servers.  
She managed multiple bank accounts for the firm as well as the firm’s officers’ 
personal accounts.  
  
Her volunteer career is as varied — and busy — as her professional career.  
Frantz has served GFRW in many capacities, including as current 2nd vice 
president, website committee member, distribution director, postmistress, and 
editor—Digital Media for VOICES Publications, communica
vice chair, member of GFRW’s publications committee, webmas
Facebook page editor. She also has served as 4th district director, secretary, 
and website committee chairman. 
 
Then there is Frantz’s work with both Central DeKalb and Nor
Republican Women’s clubs. Currently, she is webmaster and Facebook page 
editor for Central DeKalb RWC, and previously served No
those roles. She also has served as newsletter editor, president, and 
membership and hospitality committee member for North DeKalb RWC.
 
If that’s not enough, there are her duties with the National Federation of 
Republican Women (NFRW) and her local GOP county activities.  Frantz is a 
member of the NFRW president’s special projects committee and

The Fall 

              

Spotlight   
One Busy Gal! 

By Ullainee Stokes,  
Cindy Theiler,  

and Sherry Roedl 

 
past member of its program committee. 
NFRW’s Biennial Convention in Orlando. 
a delegate to county, district, an
currently treasurer and member of DeKa
Previously, she was a member of DeKalb County Chairman’s Club, 
secretary for DeKalb County 4th District convention, and DeKalb C
GOP conventions. She also assists in maintaining DeKalb GOP’s website.  
 
In GOP district and state activity, Frantz serves as treasurer of the 6th 
Congressional District, member of the state nominating committee, and a 
volunteer at state headquarters. 
member and secretary for the 4th 

  
In addition, her GOP campaign activity includes serving as DeKalb 
County co-chairman for Gov. Nathan Deal’s election and re
chairman for Gov. Sonny Perdue’s election, DeKalb chairman for Deal 
and Perdue’s campaigns, committee chairman 
Altaf Galeyev for Georgia Senate (2008
campaigns of Rep. Paul Jennings and senators Fran Millar, Steve 
Schultz, Willie Hinton, and Alex Jordan (among others). 
 
With Pocketbook Politics, she currently serves as treasurer, 
communications chairman, and webmaster. 
  

There are many adjectives that readily come to mind to describe this 
woman besides busy, some of which are: powerhouse, “Energizer 
Bunny,” humble, kind-hearted, dedicated, self
grandmother, and, most importantly, friend.  
and we are thrilled to know and work with her. We thank her for her 
ongoing and outstanding service to 
Republican Party at the local and state levels.
 
[Editor's note:  As part of our new publication, FOCUS will highlight 
deserving members or clubs. This issue focuses on Bobbie Frantz. If you 
would like to nominate a deserving member or club to be featured 
upcoming issue, please contact me
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     GFRW members have the opportunity to become a 
member of the 2015 Ronald Reagan Club.  
     We welcome your contribution as a Reagan Club 
member. Annual dues are $100. In addition, your local 
club also can join the Reagan Club. Membership dues 
support GFRW’s efforts to advance the participation of 
Republican women in all areas of politics and to promote 
Republican candidates and philosophy.  See list below of 
current members and learn now to get involved.  
     For further information, please email Wanda Duffie at 
welizabethduffie@yahoo.com. 
 

Individuals: 
• Donna Anderson 
• Billie Dendy 
• Wanda Duffie 
• Sheila Galbreath 
• Gussie Gammon 
• Dee Gay 
• Lydia Hallmark 
• Debbie McCord 

 

• Ruby Robinson 
• Varie Rustin 
• Kathy Strickland 
• Linda Clary-Umberger 
• Chris Waldman 
• Rose Wing 

Clubs: 
• Central Savannah River Area RW 
• Coastal RW  
• Cobb County  RW  
• Golden Isles RW  
• Greater Gwinnett RW 
• Middle Georgia RW 
• RW of Henry County 
• Savannah Area RW 

 



NFRW NEWSNFRW NEWSNFRW NEWSNFRW NEWS
 
 

GFRW members attend

NFRW’s 38

VOICES Magazine Editor and Cobb County Republican Women’s Club 

     Ten Georgia Federation of Republican Women
day Biennial Convention in Phoenix, Ariz. The Georgia women partook of three days of fun, learning, and renewing 
or making friendships Sept. 11-13 at the JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort and Spa 
nation.  

     The three-day event was jam-packed with 
activities. The convention was officially 
kicked off on Friday, Sept. 11, at 4:45 p.m. 
by presidential candidate Carly Fiorina. She 
was interrupted by applause multiple times 
and had her audience on its feet with a 
standing ovation at the conclusion of her talk.  
She was even gracious enough to come to 
the edge of the stage to shake hands and 
sign autographs. 

     At 6 p.m., Kathy Brugger, NFRW 
president, called the convention to order. 
the opening night welcome dinner took place on Sept 11, there was a fitting tribute in remembrance of 9/11.  We 
heard from Robert Graham, Arizona Republican Party chairman, a
Heitman Awards for State Excellence were announced.

     The Saturday morning general session convened at 8:30 a.m. with a welcome from Michele Reagan,
secretary of state. During this business part of this convention, attendees heard from Sharon Day, co
Republican National Committee; Kellyanne Conway, president and CEO, the polling company, inc./Woman Trend; 

and Mary Ann Hanusa, state representative from Iowa, who spoke on behalf of 
presidenti
Carson, Marco Rubio, Donald Trump, and Scott Walker appeared via video 
presentations at various times.

     At lunch, attendees had the pleasure of hearing from Jeff Flake, U.S. senator (AZ), 
and Janet Huckabee, former first lady of Arkansas
Mike Huckabee. 
LaFranco, president of the New Jersey Federation, was the recipient of this year’s 
Ronald Reagan Leadership Award, which was established in

NFRW NEWSNFRW NEWSNFRW NEWSNFRW NEWS    

GFRW members attend

NFRW’s 38th Biennial Convention
By Sherry Roedl 

VOICES Magazine Editor and Cobb County Republican Women’s Club 

Ten Georgia Federation of Republican Women attended the National Federation of Republican Women’s three
day Biennial Convention in Phoenix, Ariz. The Georgia women partook of three days of fun, learning, and renewing 
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At lunch, attendees had the pleasure of hearing from Jeff Flake, U.S. senator (AZ), 
and Janet Huckabee, former first lady of Arkansas and wife of preside
Mike Huckabee. The audience was enthralled with her personal life story. Vanessa 
LaFranco, president of the New Jersey Federation, was the recipient of this year’s 
Ronald Reagan Leadership Award, which was established in 

    

GFRW members attend 

Biennial Convention 

VOICES Magazine Editor and Cobb County Republican Women’s Club Treasurer 

attended the National Federation of Republican Women’s three-
day Biennial Convention in Phoenix, Ariz. The Georgia women partook of three days of fun, learning, and renewing 

with 1,300 sisters from across the 

the opening night welcome dinner took place on Sept 11, there was a fitting tribute in remembrance of 9/11.  We 
nd the Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey. The Betty 

The Saturday morning general session convened at 8:30 a.m. with a welcome from Michele Reagan, Arizona’s 
During this business part of this convention, attendees heard from Sharon Day, co-chairman of the 

Republican National Committee; Kellyanne Conway, president and CEO, the polling company, inc./Woman Trend; 
and Mary Ann Hanusa, state representative from Iowa, who spoke on behalf of 

In addition, presidential candidates Ben 
Carson, Marco Rubio, Donald Trump, and Scott Walker appeared via video 

At lunch, attendees had the pleasure of hearing from Jeff Flake, U.S. senator (AZ), 
and wife of presidential candidate 

The audience was enthralled with her personal life story. Vanessa 
LaFranco, president of the New Jersey Federation, was the recipient of this year’s 

 2005 to recognize 



outstanding leadership by a state president
NJFRW increased its membership substantially and played an active role in national programs.

     During the afternoon, three workshops were offered: Campaigns: 
Adding Seats to the Table; and, Public Relations:  Spreading the Word.  We 
U.S. congresswoman (TX), who represented presidential candidate Jeb Bush. Rae Chornenky, chair of NFRW’s 
Legislation and Research Committee, spoke about the organization’s 
speakers on this important topic included Chris Smith, U.S. Congressman (NJ), and Cindy McCain, co
Arizona’s Governor’s Council on Human Trafficking and wife of Sen. John McCain.  This session also included 
Caring for America Awards. Presidential candidate
convention members. 

     The closing session of the convent
This video is a gift from Brugger to NFRW and can be viewed on 
were announced, and the results of the p
both polls for first and second choice. 
editor-in-chief of VOICES Publications, and I were asked by Brugger to help her put together a booklet highlighting 
the activities and accomplishments of all the committees with whom she worked d
assisted in the production of the slide p
big screen. 

     The final order of business was the passing of the president’s gavel from Brugg
Carrie Almond (past president, vice president, and treasurer of the Missouri Fe
addition to Almond, the 2016-2017 NFRW Board includes Becky Johnson, 1st vice president; Lynne Hartung, 2nd 
vice presdient; Eileen Sobjack, 3rd vice president; Kim Reem, 4th vice president; Pam Pollard, treasurer;
Harris, secretary. Congratulations to all!  See you in Philadelphia in 2017!

 

Convention highlights comments from some 

members of the Georgia del

Some Comments from Georgia Convention Attendees 
     

Fiorina was excellent; she captured the crowd and received one ovation after 
another.
presentation.
   
  
to their qualifications; each spoke so eloquently and
ahead for NFRW. This gr
many years that I've been attending NFRW conventions.
-
 
 
more than my first time because the event seemed m
speakers who provided up
convention kickoff Friday evening and was instantly a hit.
-
 

leadership by a state president. LaFranco reactivated the N.J. Federation and during her tenure the 
NJFRW increased its membership substantially and played an active role in national programs.

ree workshops were offered: Campaigns: Putting Boots on the Ground; Membership
Adding Seats to the Table; and, Public Relations:  Spreading the Word.  We were honored to hear
U.S. congresswoman (TX), who represented presidential candidate Jeb Bush. Rae Chornenky, chair of NFRW’s 
Legislation and Research Committee, spoke about the organization’s efforts to eliminate human trafficking

portant topic included Chris Smith, U.S. Congressman (NJ), and Cindy McCain, co
Arizona’s Governor’s Council on Human Trafficking and wife of Sen. John McCain.  This session also included 

Presidential candidate Ted Cruz closed this session with a rousing address to 

The closing session of the convention began at 9 a.m. on Sunday. The video “Place at our Table” was debuted.  
This video is a gift from Brugger to NFRW and can be viewed on the NFRW website. In addition, membership awards 
were announced, and the results of the presidential straw poll were presented and explained by Conway. 

s for first and second choice. Brugger also presented the accomplishments of her committees.  Judy True, 
Publications, and I were asked by Brugger to help her put together a booklet highlighting 

the activities and accomplishments of all the committees with whom she worked during her tenure as president. 
the slide presentation at the convention. It was fun to see my efforts come to life on the 

The final order of business was the passing of the president’s gavel from Brugger to NFRW’s next president, 
Carrie Almond (past president, vice president, and treasurer of the Missouri Federation of Republican Women). 

2017 NFRW Board includes Becky Johnson, 1st vice president; Lynne Hartung, 2nd 
resdient; Eileen Sobjack, 3rd vice president; Kim Reem, 4th vice president; Pam Pollard, treasurer;

Congratulations to all!  See you in Philadelphia in 2017! 

 

Convention highlights comments from some 

members of the Georgia delegation: 

Some Comments from Georgia Convention Attendees 
     The highlight of the convention was Ted Cruz; he was like dynamite.
Fiorina was excellent; she captured the crowd and received one ovation after 
another. She can hold her own on any debate, but Cruz had real fire in his 
presentation.   
    
     Most impressive is the newly-elected officers of NFRW.
to their qualifications; each spoke so eloquently and was passionate about the job 
ahead for NFRW. This group of officers is one of the best that I've seen in the 
many years that I've been attending NFRW conventions.
- Gussie Gammon, Coastal RW 
  
     This was my second time to attend the NFRW convention and I enjoyed it 
more than my first time because the event seemed more personal.
speakers who provided up-to-date information. Carly Fiorina spoke at the 
convention kickoff Friday evening and was instantly a hit.
- Rosan Hall, president, Cobb County RW 
 

. LaFranco reactivated the N.J. Federation and during her tenure the 
NJFRW increased its membership substantially and played an active role in national programs.    

Putting Boots on the Ground; Membership: 
were honored to hear from Kay Granger, 

U.S. congresswoman (TX), who represented presidential candidate Jeb Bush. Rae Chornenky, chair of NFRW’s 
efforts to eliminate human trafficking. Other 

portant topic included Chris Smith, U.S. Congressman (NJ), and Cindy McCain, co-chair of 
Arizona’s Governor’s Council on Human Trafficking and wife of Sen. John McCain.  This session also included the 

ruz closed this session with a rousing address to 

The video “Place at our Table” was debuted.  
In addition, membership awards 

and explained by Conway. Fiorina won 
accomplishments of her committees.  Judy True, 

Publications, and I were asked by Brugger to help her put together a booklet highlighting 
uring her tenure as president. I also 

It was fun to see my efforts come to life on the 

er to NFRW’s next president, 
deration of Republican Women). In 

2017 NFRW Board includes Becky Johnson, 1st vice president; Lynne Hartung, 2nd 
resdient; Eileen Sobjack, 3rd vice president; Kim Reem, 4th vice president; Pam Pollard, treasurer; and, Julie 

Convention highlights comments from some 

egation:  

Some Comments from Georgia Convention Attendees  
was like dynamite. Carly 

Fiorina was excellent; she captured the crowd and received one ovation after 
debate, but Cruz had real fire in his 

elected officers of NFRW. We met and listened 
was passionate about the job 

one of the best that I've seen in the 
many years that I've been attending NFRW conventions.  

second time to attend the NFRW convention and I enjoyed it 
ore personal. We had great 

date information. Carly Fiorina spoke at the 
convention kickoff Friday evening and was instantly a hit.  



      The 9/11 remembrance at the opening night gala d
meaningful to me since I knew many of the people who died that day and it is a 
day we should never forget. It was a great convention and I look forward to the 
next one in Philadelphia.  
- Ullainee Stokes, Central DeKalb RW
 
     It was so enjoyable being with new and old GFRW friends in a different, fun, 
and motivating way. Personally meeting most of the new NFRW board 
members was a happy highlight for me because I saw that NFRW has 
personable, talented leadership that works well together. Ad
inspired by several courageous female speakers: Janet Huckabee, presidential 
candidate Mike Huckabee’s wife; Michele Reagan, Arizona’s secretary of state; 
and Cindy McCain, wife of Arizona Sen. John McCain. 
- Varie Rustin, Middle Georgia RW
         
     I had never been to the Phoenix area so 
where award-winning club presidents talked about how they grew thei
speakers: presidential candidates Ted Cruz and Carly Fiorina. We had great fun talking to women around the country 
and collecting their state pins. Finally, I drove around
mountains with no trees, Native American handicrafts, ate wonderful Mexican food, and marveled over the pink 
cactus. It was a very worthwhile trip!
- Sally Snyder, Greater Gwinnett RW

 

GFRW Award Winners
 
Club achievement awards certificates for GFRW clubs
in a special ceremony at the convention. 
GFRW Convention.  Congratulations to the following clubs that won this prestigious award:
 

Central Savannah River Area Republican Women

 
 

The 9/11 remembrance at the opening night gala dinner was very 
meaningful to me since I knew many of the people who died that day and it is a 

It was a great convention and I look forward to the 

Ullainee Stokes, Central DeKalb RW 

joyable being with new and old GFRW friends in a different, fun, 
and motivating way. Personally meeting most of the new NFRW board 
members was a happy highlight for me because I saw that NFRW has 
personable, talented leadership that works well together. Additionally, I was 
inspired by several courageous female speakers: Janet Huckabee, presidential 
candidate Mike Huckabee’s wife; Michele Reagan, Arizona’s secretary of state; 
and Cindy McCain, wife of Arizona Sen. John McCain.  

RW 

I had never been to the Phoenix area so there were several highlights for me. I especially e
winning club presidents talked about how they grew their membership.  Another plus was

speakers: presidential candidates Ted Cruz and Carly Fiorina. We had great fun talking to women around the country 
and collecting their state pins. Finally, I drove around Phoenix with Toney Lancaster and we saw the unusual 

rees, Native American handicrafts, ate wonderful Mexican food, and marveled over the pink 
worthwhile trip! 

Sally Snyder, Greater Gwinnett RW

GFRW Award Winners 
Club achievement awards certificates for GFRW clubs were presented to GFRW President Ruby Robinson 
n a special ceremony at the convention. These certificates will be presented to each club at the upcoming 
GFRW Convention.  Congratulations to the following clubs that won this prestigious award:

Diamond Award 
Cobb County Republican Women 

Greater Gwinnett Republican Women 
Savannah Area Republican Women 

 
Gold Award — None 

 
Silver Award 

Central DeKalb Republican Women 
Greater Fayette Republican women 

Bronze Award 
Central Savannah River Area Republican Women 

South Fulton Republican Women 

I especially enjoyed the session 
Another plus was the keynote 

speakers: presidential candidates Ted Cruz and Carly Fiorina. We had great fun talking to women around the country 
and we saw the unusual 

rees, Native American handicrafts, ate wonderful Mexican food, and marveled over the pink 

 
to GFRW President Ruby Robinson 

These certificates will be presented to each club at the upcoming 
GFRW Convention.  Congratulations to the following clubs that won this prestigious award: 
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