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 Read the newspaper, turn on the television, tap into 
twitter, or check your email . . . it is hard to miss the plethora 
of comments by commentators, reporters, irate citizens, and 
concerned friends regarding our nation’s economy.  Since the 
2008 election, concern has escalated as stimulus packages, 
bail outs and “tax talk” offer panaceas and questionable solu-
tions– and the economy has been on a roller coaster since 
the election.  Political pundits and economists argue over the 
merits of doing too much or doing too little.  Politicians ha-

rangue one another, each blaming the other party.  Citizens take sides and attend “Tea Par-
ties.”   And there still seems to be no end in sight to a stumbling, bumbling economy; and 
now . . . we may be facing a second stimulus plan and a Health Plan that boggles the imagi-
nation.  At this point, I do not know whether to buy more tea bags or to stock up on barbecue 
sauce for the onslaught of pork. 
 
 One set of feature articles in this summer issue of VOICES explores economic 
issues, and like you – the reader, I am full of questions.  Are you “stimulated” yet?  Or as 
Neal Boortz (July 06, 2009) asked “How’s the stimulus working for you so far?” (We received 
our $250 stimulus checks, I am still waiting to feel real  “stimulus” in the pocketbook.) 
 
 Reviewing the events of the past six months I wondered if the meaning of the 
words - economize and economical - had changed since I went to college.  Using my dog-
eared, coffee stained copy of Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary I found the following 
definitions:  
 
 Economical  
  Managing or managed without waste; frugal; thrifty; provident. 
 Economize 
 To manage with economy; to use economically or to the best advantage. –   
 v.i. To be sparing in expenditure; to be frugal. 
 Economist  
 (1) A manager of affairs; esp.,a frugal or thrifty one. (2) One conversant 
 with economics. 
 
 Do these definitions fit news stories about stimulus packages, bail outs, tax in-
creases, annual deficit increase, executive bonuses, tumbling stocks, accountability, and 
abuses of power?  How are the nation’s political and business leaders displaying frugality 
and thriftiness when the national budget conversation has surpassed the discussion of 
“billions” of dollars and now focuses on the expenditure of “trillions” of dollars?  The US 
has lost millions of jobs.  Instead of “shovel ready” projects creating new, long lasting job 
opportunities funded by stimulus money; taxpayers are paying for a lot of “pork projects” like: 
a land bridge for animals in Florida,  a wetland program to save the endangered salt marsh 
harvest mouse, ping-pong courts, bike lockers in North Carolina, a little league parking lot, 
and TV converter boxes.  How do these projects offer sustained, long term jobs?  And here 
comes another stimulus package? 

 
(Editorial continued on page 5) 
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Attention  
Club Presidents 

Are your members missing out on 
 important e-mail announcements and  

e-mailed publications?  
Update your club membership  

addresses and e-mail addresses with : 
  

 Sandra Johnson, GFRW  Asst. Trea. 
240 Pebble Trail 

Alpharetta, GA 30004 
sandrabjohnson@gmail.com 

 I want to thank the many gifted and generous people who have made my 
tenure as President of the Georgia Federation of Republican Women (GFRW) an excit-
ing journey these past four years. It has been a privilege to serve as your President. At 
this fall GFRW Convention we will be bringing to a conclusion four very productive 
years. GFRW has increased membership, held training workshops and programs and 
increased communications with members and the local clubs.   

 At this year’s 26th GFRW Biennial Convention we will have the largest num-
ber of delegates and alternates to attend in decades. The 11th District Clubs: Cobb 
County Republican Women’s Club, Bartow County RWC, Floyd County RW and 
Paulding County RW will host the Convention at the Hilton Hotel/Marietta Conference 
Center on Saturday, October 3, 2009, in conjunction with a Leadership Academy on 
Thursday, October 1st and a Campaign Management School on Friday, October 2nd.    

 The Campaign Management School trains for elections such as those in 2010 
and 2012. Political strategists volunteer their time to train candidates, campaign manag-
ers and volunteers. This is what you can expect at the upcoming GFRW Campaign 
Management School on Friday, October 2nd. We have put together this School so we 
can help Republican candidates win elections. I am confident that we will have a posi-
tive effect in next year’s election and in 2012 as well.   

 While we get ready for the National Federation of Republican Women’s Bien-
nial Convention, in Orlando , September 10-13, we cannot forget September 11 when 
terrorism left its ugly mark on America and the world. Our nation suffered an incredible 
loss. Many of us had to change our plans to go to the NFRW Convention in San Anto-
nio but many decided to attend and not let terrorists intimidate America . In 2005 it was 
Hurricane Katrina. No matter what, I hope you will make plans to attend this year’s 
convention.   

 I am grateful for all the Republican women and the Federation for the privi-
lege to be a part of GFRW. I am thankful for our winning candidates and victories in 
Georgia to make us a Red state. We are grateful for the 52 years of GFRW, as it is our 
strength, the foundation on which we have built the largest partisan political women’s 
organization. We will continue to be involved in the fight against more and higher taxes, 
healthcare under the Obamacare plan and this administration’s plan to turn the United 
States into a socialist country. Georgia had successful 2006 and 2008 elections and we 
expect a repeat in the upcoming 2010 elections from the state house, to the court-
house, to the schoolhouse.   

 Thank you for an unforgettable four years!!! 
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 Webster defined an “economist” as a manager of affairs – and we certainly 
have a lot of “managers.”  The government has taken over the automobile industry.  
Various facets of our economy and government operations have 32 or more new man-
agers or in the current lingo - watchdog “Czars.”  Are the Czars our new economists?  
Surely, they should be expected to be conversant about the economics of their particu-
lar area.  However, what assurances do tax payers have that Czars know how to man-
age their areas in a frugal or thrifty manner?   What experience brings them to their 
positions as—Czars? 
 
 Bail outs and stimulus packages do not seem to be going away. Gerald F. 
Seib (July 7, 2009) asked: “Should the Obama administration dive back into the fray by 
seeking a second dose of stimulus from Congress this fall? . . . Depending on your 
perspective, the (current) stimulus plan: 

• Isn’t working. 
• Is preventing unemployment from being even worse, or 
• Hasn’t had enough time to really kick in yet.” 

Seib noted that Republicans lean toward Option A.  He later indicated that some De-
mocrats are also getting restless – “We’ve barely swallowed the first medicine,” says 
Rep. Jim Cooper of TN, a leader of the House’s conservative Democrats.  “It’s too early 
for a double dose.” 
 
 As an educator—I am concerned about the “definitions”  and  I  wonder if 
government leaders and citizens alike need a vocabulary lesson along with a course in 
“Economics.”  Personally, I think that it is time for every citizen to economize, to save, 
to look at our budgets, and to live within our means.  And . . . I expect (demand) my 
government do likewise!  Or perhaps the administration has rewritten Webster’s Dic-
tionary.   
 
 If you would like keep tabs on the investment of stimulus money, go to 
www.StimulusWatch.org for a listing of projects by State or City.  You will be able to 
vote on whether you believe a given project is critical or not.  As an example, one large 
project ($500 million) is for the international terminal at Maynard Jackson airport with 
promise of 5,000 jobs.  When I last checked  1076 votes had been cast, 12% said the 
project was critical, while 88% voted the project as noncritical. 
 
 Let us all hold to the values included in the original definitions of the words: 
economize, frugality, thriftiness and saving; and hold leaders accountable for ac-
tions that will reflect those values.   Please support our staunch Georgia Republican 
Senators and Representatives  as they battle in Congress to hold true to these values.   
 
 And to stimulate the economy . . . I am buying a bigger tea pot and maybe a 
new barbecue grill!  (Already got the sauce left over from July 4th.) 

 Editor 
 
• Boortz, N. (July 6, 2009). How’s the stimulus working for you so far? Town
 hall.com: Salem Web Network. 
• Seib,  G.F. (July 7, 2009). Is a stimulus sequel in the offing?  Wall Street Journal,  
 pp. A2. 
• www.StimulusWatch.org 
• Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary (2nd ed.). (1956). Springfield, MA: Merriam-
 Webster. 

(Many thanks to Martha Caudill Prichard  
for her research assistance in writing this editorial.) 

   Editorial—Continued from page 2  
Famous . . .  

(Or Infamous) Quotes. 
 
• How well do you read the news? 
• Can you spot the comments of your favorite 

politicians, economists, and pundits as they 
describe our economy? 

• Can you determine who made the following 
comments regarding our economy.  

 
1. Following the current path of economic policy in 

the country is madness . . . “We will bankrupt this 
country, and we will have a generation unem-
ployed.”  

2. To compel a man to subsidize with his taxes the 
propagation of ideas which he disbelieves and 
abhors is sinful and tyrannical. 

3. The feds have their ghoulish agenda.  They have 
the poor thing (the economy) on life-support.  One 
tube feeds the oxygen of easy credit.  Another 
drips in more “stimulus.’  The economy rattles 
every time it breathes. . . . As long as  housing 
prices are falling, jobs are declining, and consum-
ers are inclined to save rather than spend, there 
will be no real recovery.  

4. With the passage of the Obama stimulus pack-
age, this is now his economy.  With the firing of 
the CEO’s, public ownership of American compa-
nies, and the government’s huge  investment of 
American taxpayers’ money, this is now the 
Obama recovery.   

5. Government’s view of the economy could be 
summed up in a few short phrases; if it moves, tax 
it, if it keeps moving, regulate it.  And if it stops 
moving, subsidize it. 

6. If Mom were alive today, she’d probably give our 
leaders the same scolding she used to give me:  
“You have a champagne appetite and a Coca-
Cola paycheck.”  That was her way of saying that, 
when you want something you can’t afford, you 
have to work hard and save up for it.  But if you try 
to live beyond your means, you’ll end up with 
nothing but big debts and a bad reputation. 

 
1. Newt Gingrich, (7-18-2009) quoted by A.G. Sheinin in 

the Atlanta Journal Constitution, B-1. 
2. Thomas Jefferson 
3. Bill Bonner (7-15- 2009). An economy on life support.  

Daily Reckoning. 
4. Randy Evans, (6-19-2009) Column No. 969. 
5. Ronald Reagan 
6. Mike Huckabee, (2009) Human Events Adv. 
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Message from Sue Lynch 
NFRW 1st Vice President   

Please read your 
NFRW  Political  
Briefings for breaking 
news on health care 
legislation and  the 
economy. 

NFRW Political Briefings  
are emailed to every Federation member. 

Dear Members of the Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women: 
 
 I am looking forward to seeing all of you at your 
convention in October. Please know I appreciate all the 
hard work each of you do for GFRW and NFRW. 
 
 As we begin to plan for 2010-2011, membership 
and fundraising will be two main goals for our organiza-
tion. 
 
 Membership is the key to our success and mem-
bership promotion is the heart of our organization.  Main-
taining the status quo is not enough-we must grow to fur-
ther the influence and the creditability of NFRW and also if 
we are to continue to promote the philosophy and princi-
ples of the Republican Party across the United States. 
 
 Fundraising is an essential component of every 
successful volunteer organization. I would immediately 
hire a person solely to do prospecting from the entire list 
we have in house and look to purchase additional lists as 
needed.  In the past NFRW has been very successful with 
using this tool.  I believe it would generate the necessary 
funds we need to begin a long-range fundraising cam-
paign, which will assist us in electing Republicans to office 
in 2010. 
 
 Public Relations, Legislative Initiatives, Programs 
and Campaign Activities are other areas we must ad-
dress.  The “TEAM” of NFRW officers will develop and 
implement strategies for all of these items.  I hope you will 
be willing to help and participate as we begin to move for-

ward in recapturing the United States House of Represen-
tative and United State Senate next year. 
 
 I look forward to working with all of you. 
 
 God Bless America 
 
Sue Lynch 
1st Vice President 
National Federation of Republican Women 
 
Sue Lynch was  elected NFRW 1st Vice President at the 34th Biennial 
Convention in Palm Springs.  Lynch also has held the positions of 2nd 
and 3rd Vice Presidents, Member-at-large, and chaired the Nominat-
ing Committee.  She has served as President of the Wisconsin FRW 
from 1997-2001 and as President of two local clubs. 
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 The United States remains the greatest country in the world, but 
there is no doubt we are facing difficult economic times right now. We are 
in a serious recession, and we must be willing to tackle it by putting aside 
partisan politics and sticking to the core principles of our founding fathers 
of a free market and limited government. I believe many of our problems 
can be traced back to the housing market, and that is where our recovery 
must start. We must get to the root of the problem, rather than addressing 
only the symptoms. 
 
 I believe that we must learn what led to this financial crisis so  
we make sure we never repeat it again.  That is why I introduced, Con-
gress passed, and the president signed into law, legislation to create a 
Financial Crisis Inquiry Commission to fully investigate the near collapse 
of our financial system and the loss of tens of trillions of dollars. It is im-
perative that we gather all the facts and legislate based on facts as we 
seek to recover from today’s financial crisis.  
 
 My 10-member, bipartisan Financial Crisis Commission will be 
modeled after the 9-11 Commission, which thoroughly and independently 
investigated the failures leading up to the September 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks and made sound recommendations on where we needed to im-
prove to prevent another attack in the future.  
 
 The Financial Crisis Commission will have 18 months to investi-
gate all the circumstances that led to this financial crisis. The panel will 
have subpoena power and will have the authority to refer to the U.S. At-
torney General and state attorney generals any evidence regarding viola-
tion of existing laws by institutions or individuals.  
 
 At the end of its investigation, the Commission will report to the 
President and to the Congress its recommendations for statutory or regu-
latory changes necessary to protect our country from a repeat of this fi-
nancial collapse. 
 
 I also have announced a four-point economic plan to help spur 
recovery. First, I believe jump-starting the demand for housing is essential 
to boosting the economy. We must fix housing first which is why I con-
tinue to push my proposal of a $15,000 tax credit for anyone who buys a 
home in the next year. A similar tax credit helped restore the housing 
market when Congress passed it in 1975 and my proposal would have 
the same success today.  

 
 Second, all homeowners should be eligible for the re-financing 
opportunities outlined by President Obama to help homeowners in trou-
ble. We should not punish responsible homeowners or deny them access 
to the proposed re-financing opportunities.  
 
 Third, the Securities and Exchange Commission must reinstate 
the "Uptick Rule" in order to stabilize the markets and protect the Ameri-
can consumer from traders forcing down the price of a stock. The market 
deterioration was impacted by short sellers rushing to the market, short-
ing financial stocks and accelerating the decline of those values. The 
SEC should reinstate the Uptick Rule to ensure traders are not coming 
into the market to take advantage of these difficult economic times.  
 
 Finally, the mark-to-market accounting rules (FAS 114) are 
disproportionately penalizing the very people we serve. Given the de-
clines our nation has seen in mortgage-backed securities and in real-
estate, the mark-to-market rules have caused tremendous problems for 
our nation’s banks. These rules should be replaced with a mechanism of 
amortization or “smoothing” to absorb the assets over time. This will allow 
the absorption of those assets over time to be more reflective of reality 
and less reflective of the dire straits that our nation is currently in today.  
 
 It is my belief these steps -- along with the work of the Financial 
Crisis Commission -- will allow our nation to pull out from this slow econ-
omy and ensure we never follow this same path again.  It is also impor-
tant that the government not incur an unsustainable amount of debt by 
burdening future generations of Americans.  This is why I have opposed 
President Obama’s economic stimulus bill.  It contained too little funding 
for stimulative items and too much funding for items that will provide no 
boost to the economy.  This is also part of why I oppose the cap-and-
trade energy tax recently passed by the U.S. House of Representatives 
and why I oppose the president’s government-run health care plan.   
 
 We must not let this economic situation force us to give up our 
liberties or begin relying on the government for all of our needs.  It is es-
sential we use common-sense conservatism to get us back on the path to 
a better future for America.    
 
Isakson represents Georgia in the U.S. Senate. 

Four Point Economic 
Plan to  Spur Recovery 

By Johnny Isakson 
 U.S. Senator 

 

The Economy     
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FairTax: The Real Economic Stimulus  

By John Linder   
 U.S. House of Representatives 

 Ronald Reagan once said “Families 
cannot prosper and keep America strong if 
government becomes a Goliath that preys 
upon their wealth.”  There have only been a 
handful of times in our nation’s history when 
this statement has been more evident than 
today.  As a nation we are facing an uncer-
tain and unstable economic future.  What we 
need is a bold plan of action that offers real 
long-term solutions.  I believe the FairTax is 
that solution. 
 
 The FairTax abolishes all federal 
income taxes, including income, payroll, es-
tate, gift, capital gains, alternative minimum, 
and self-employment taxes, and replaces all 
of them with a single and transparent 23 per-
cent personal consumption tax on new goods 
and services.  The FairTax dramatically 
changes the basis for taxation by eliminating 
the taxes we impose on the hard work and 
productivity of Americans and instead taxes 
us only on what we choose to spend.  The 
FairTax is a fair and efficient solution to the 
frustration and inequity of our current tax 
system. 
 
 Under the FairTax, if you pay $100 
for a good, you are paying $77 for the good 
and an inclusive $23 tax on that good.  The 
amount of FairTax that will be remitted to the 
Federal government will be listed on each 
receipt, as one of the many benefits of the 
FairTax is each individual will know exactly 
how much they are paying the Federal gov-
ernment in taxes. 
 
 Every household, under the Fair-
Tax, regardless of income, will receive a 
monthly prebate, based on household size, 
equal to the 23 percent tax on personal 
spending up to the Federal poverty 

level.  The Federal poverty level is a number 
determined annually by the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services  (HHS).  As 
every household receives the prebate there 
are no complicated guidelines to follow re-
garding the eligibility of households.  Be-
cause of the simplicity of the prebate, there is 
no need to retain an agency as large as the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) for the pur-
pose of administering it.  This could be done 
through the Social Security Administration, 
which already has family-size records.  Even 
with the costs of administering this rebate 
program, the FairTax saves taxpayers many 
billions of dollars in IRS operating costs and 
tax compliance costs because of its simplicity 
and equal treatment of individuals.     
 
 In 2009, a family of four would have 
received a monthly prebate of $559 ($6,708 
annually).  Thus, this family would have effec-
tively been able to spend $29,140 in 2009 
without paying a single dollar in taxes.  A 
single-person household would have re-
ceived $208 a month ($2,496 annually) allow-
ing that person to spend $10,830 without 
paying taxes.  In effect, the prebate allows all 
Americans to purchase essential goods and 
services tax-free.    
 
 The benefit of the prebate is it cre-
ates a progressive tax system that essentially 
un-taxes the poor for the necessities they 
purchase up to the Federal poverty line.  No 
other tax reform measure currently pending 
before Congress does that.  The poor spend 
a greater percentage of income on necessi-
ties than the wealthy and the prebate helps to 
ameliorate this difference. 
 
 I have been in the business of 
building businesses most of my life.  My wife 

Lynne and I ran a successful dental practice 
for 20 years before starting a finance corpo-
ration that helped start a dozen more busi-
nesses.  From experience, I can tell you the 
only mechanism  businesses have to pay 
taxes is to incorporate  cost into the price of 
every good.  Thus, the costs of the payroll 
tax, income taxes, the accountants and attor-
neys paid to avoid taxes, and all of the other 
expenses businesses incur under our current 
tax system are passed along to you, the con-
sumer, in the form of higher prices.  Our re-
search shows the average embedded cost of 
our tax system in every good is approxi-
mately 22 percent.  This is the case with all 
American made goods, and this is why 
American manufacturers are at a huge disad-
vantage with goods made elsewhere, such as 
China.  How can John Deere sell tractors 
overseas when they are at an immediate 22 
percent disadvantage to products produced 
elsewhere.  And as much as we wish we 
could shop for the “Made in America” label, in 
tight financial times like these when families 
are forced to budget every dollar they earn, 
an increase in price is enough to make 
Americans look elsewhere. 
 
 If our nation is going to grow, pros-
per and be successful, fundamental tax re-
form is critical.  Tax complexity and compli-
ance costs are on the rise and the lost pro-
ductivity is undermining our economic growth.  
Simply put, when we implement the FairTax - 
when U.S. businesses start operating with no 
Federal tax component on either capital or 
labor - we unleash the potential of American 
entrepreneurship, and companies around the 
world will start outsourcing their jobs to Amer-
ica, not the other way around. 

 
(Continued next page) 
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 The FairTax is border adjustable, meaning 
American made goods would be sold in the global 
market with no hidden tax component, and foreign 
made goods sold here in the U.S. will have the 23 
percent tax imposed on them.  By eliminating the 
disadvantage imposed on American businesses by 
our own government through the current tax system, 
we will give the American people the incentive to look 
for the “Made in America” label once again.  By creat-
ing greater demand for American made goods we 
create American jobs. 
 
 According to the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment, among all 30 member countries of the Organi-
zation for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) the U.S. has the second highest combined 
Federal and state corporate income tax rate at 39 
percent.  It is a fact Daimler-Chrysler wanted to be 
Chrysler-Daimler with its headquarters in the U.S., but 
it could not afford to due to this nation’s high tax on 
capital. 
 
 The FairTax will create unprecedented 
economic growth by becoming a magnet for capital. 
When we eliminate the income tax system, the U.S. 
becomes the most attractive tax haven in the world, 
undoubtedly bringing new investment into the U.S.  
There is currently an estimated $12 trillion currently 
held in offshore accounts.  I asked Alan Greenspan 
once how long he thought it would take for money to 
make it into our markets under the FairTax, his re-
sponse was “months.”  Can you imagine the job crea-
tion that would result from an infusion of that kind of 
capital?  I can assure you we would not find ourselves 
in double digit unemployment again. 
 
 Additionally, by changing our nation’s 
mechanism for raising revenue, we help preserve 
failing Federal programs.  Under the FairTax, the 
number of people paying into Social Security and 
Medicare more than doubles from 158 million workers 
to 300 million Americans and 51 million foreign tour-
ists and visitors.  This will provide for the long-term 
solvency of the Social Security and Medicare pro-
grams currently facing enormous long-term budget 
shortfalls. 
 
Our nation has experimented with the current code for 
over 90 years and has grown wearily accustomed to 
the arbitrary and unfair nature of the federal income 
tax system.  In fact, I tell people quite often that our 
country has experimented with a flat tax twice, once 
in 1913 and then again 1986, only to have amended it 
tens of thousands of times to create exactly what we 
have today.  The current system is beyond repair 
because politicians will always see the Internal Reve-
nue Code as a readily available resource for their 
amendments and riders to provide special tax bene-
fits for certain Americans over others. 
 
 We need a system that is fair for every 
American.  The FairTax will create a system that has 

no exemptions, no exclusions and no special advan-
tages for one American over another.  The FairTax 
fulfills our nation’s principles of less government, 
personal responsibility, and individual freedom by 
offering true long-needed tax relief – in the form of 
lower prices, nearly nonexistent compliance costs, 
and the ability to choose how much to spend in taxes.  
The FairTax makes every American a voluntary tax-
payer. 
 
 On January 6, 2009, I reintroduced the 
FairTax with 34 original co-sponsors, more than the 
FairTax has ever had at the time of its introduction.  
Since then, the FairTax has gained 22 co-sponsors, 
bringing our total to 55 bi-partisan co-sponsors in the 
House. 
 
 While the support of many Members is 
important to the passage of the FairTax, the grass-
roots movement is much more important.  It only 
takes a few dedicated and determined citizens to 
strike a match and enlighten the country as evidenced 
by the recent Tea Parties that demanded change all 
across the country. 
 
 Recently I visited two Rotaries, a Kiwanis 
Club, and a Community Improvement District meet-
ing, and at each this question was posed, “How is the 
FairTax coming along, and do you think it has a 
chance of passing?”  This is not an uncommon ques-
tion, and it never comes as a surprise, except when 
the question is asked by a 16 or 17 year old who 
should be less worried about the tax code and more 
worried about whether mom and dad will let them use 
the car on Friday night.  In the last few months I have 
participated in student town hall meetings in various 
schools across the district.  Again, in each visit, that 
question has been posed.  The students discussed 
detailed aspects of the bill and asked truly thoughtful 
questions about its implementation.  
 
 In the past, I have answered this question 
the same way every time.  That is not to say that I 
have a cookie cutter answer; it’s simply that the facts 
are unchanging.  There are certain market forces that 
make moving from the current income tax paradigm 
to a consumption tax paradigm inevitable.  In our 
increasingly global economy, we cannot compete 
when there is, on average, a 22 percent embedded 
tax cost in every item produced in the United 
States.  Don’t blame Chrysler for locating in Germany; 
blame your government and the tax code for forcing 
Chrysler out.  
 
 A host of other elements are also leading 
toward this move.  Our markets have lost trillions of 
dollars to overseas banking institutions.  These dol-
lars want to be in our markets, contributing to our 
economy, but they will not return until we eliminate 
the oppressive tax burden. 
 
 While I usually answer the question with 

the facts above, on an early Friday morning recently I 
answered that important question differently.  I told 
the high school senior, “Of course it will pass, be-
cause you will make it happen,” and that is truly the 
answer.  There is a whole generation of young people 
who have been quietly watching the direction in which 
we are taking this country.  They see big business 
bailouts, entitlement abuses, and their opportunities 
to compete for success withering away.  Young peo-
ple today are aware of the decisions being made and 
understand the direction it will surely take us.  They’re 
angry, and I don’t blame them.  
 
 It was clear to me in my many visits that 
this next generation of voters is looking for answers, 
not just for our economic woes or the global warming 
hype, but rather for the more fundamental question of 
how to undo the massive government take-over of 
their future.  I am proud that an overwhelming number 
of young people consider the FairTax one of those 
solutions.  More than that, I am truly inspired by their 
tenacity, and I am excited about the change they can 
bring to the future of this nation.  Ronald Reagan is 
often quoted as saying, “freedom is never more than 
one generation from being extinct.”  Those words 
have never rung more true than they do today, 
and I am counting on the next generation to 
restore the freedoms that this one has squan-
dered. 
 
 Each day, individuals just like you are 
writing to their local newspapers, educating their 
friends and neighbors, and contacting their Federal 
Representative and Senators about the FairTax.  
These simple but critically important actions have 
catapulted the FairTax forward both within Congress 
and throughout the nation.  For those of you who 
have been long time supporters of the FairTax, I hope  
you will continue to stand with me in this critically 
important fight.  For those who are just learning of the 
FairTax, I hope you will become a vocal part of this 
revolution, and I invite you to learn more about this 
legislation by visiting my FairTax website at http://
linderfairtax.house.gov. 
 
 The FairTax is a big idea that will take a 
great deal of passion to enact.  Everyone knows the 
income tax code is intrusive, complicated and burden-
some, but not everyone knows the FairTax will free 
Americans from this burden.  Together, with persever-
ance, we will see this big idea through until we make 
the FairTax a reality. 
 
 
 Linder represents Georgia in the United States 
House of Representatives. 

The Economy: 
Fair Tax 
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July 30, 2009 
 
 Thursday marks the anniversary of 
the most significant piece of health-care legis-
lation in our nation’s history.  It was on this day 
in 1965 President Lyndon B. Johnson signed 
Medicare into law, ensuring government health 
care for seniors.   Forty four years later, Con-
gress is debating another monumental act that 
may affect the health coverage of every Ameri-
can. 

 
 Contrary to what the president has tried to con-
vince the American people of, while we oppose his mis-
guided ideas, Republicans are committed to positive health 
reform.  No one in Congress finds the status quo accept-
able. 
 
 Having practiced medi-
cine for more than two decades, 
I personally know the status quo 
must not stand.  Whether com-
ing from the federal government 
or an insurance company, the 
third-party decision making that 
drives our health-care delivery 
system is increasingly distancing 
patients from quality care. 
 
 Going down the path 
of more government will only compound the problem.  While 
the stated goal remains noble, as a physician, I can attest  
nothing has had a greater negative effect on the delivery of 
health care than the federal government’s intrusion into 
medicine through Medicare.  Because of Washington’s one-
size-fits-all approach, its flawed coverage rules and broken 
financing mechanisms, seniors are increasingly having care 
rationed while federal health spending spirals out of control. 
 
 And though newly eligible Medicare patients 
struggle even to find a doctor who can accept them, the 
president appears immovable in his belief what is needed to 
fix health care is more government involvement.  His pro-
posal can only be described as a government takeover of 
health care. 
 
 From a government-run plan that will eviscerate 
private insurance to prescriptive coverage regulations that 
require all plans to meet a government definition of care to 
bureaucratic boards that will decide which treatments are 

appropriate and who is eligible, the proposal before the House 
would hand over to Washington nearly every decision that 
should be made by patients and their physicians. 
 
 Put simply, the president’s vision of reform would do 
irreparable harm to an American health-care system that, for 
all its faults, provides the world’s greatest care. 
 
 To build support, the president continues to hang his 
hat on a false choice, asserting Americans are doomed to 
either the status quo or a government takeover of health care.  
Yet there is a third way that puts patients in charge.  We can 
achieve reform that lowers costs and ensures the highest 
quality of care without handing over personal medical deci-
sions to unaccountable bureaucrats. 
 

 The Republican 
Study Committee has intro-
duced legislation to posi-
tively reform our health 
system.  The Empower 
Patients First Act relies on 
the principle that, by in-
creasing patients’ control 
over their health decisions, 
we will make coverage 
more affordable, accessible 
and responsive, while offer-
ing more choices and the 
highest-quality care. 

 
 The bill seeks to achieve universal coverage by 
ensuring there is no financial reason to go without health in-
surance.  By offering responsible tax incentives, patients will 
be empowered to purchase the care that best fits their needs. 
 
 The legislation also moves ownership of health 
plans from a third party to patients.  When insurers are forced 
to be responsive to individuals, we will see the industry move 
to a more patient-centered model we should all seek. 
 
 Further, the bill provides for robust pooling mecha-
nisms so patients may unite with the purchasing power of 
millions.  This will lower costs for Americans while ensuring 
those with pre-existing conditions have a market in which to 
purchase affordable care. 
 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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Georgia Federation of Republican Women  

Dear Fellow Republicans:  
 
 With our individual liberty under attack, Wash-
ington liberals are undertaking a risky and expensive 
experiment that will affect all Americans.  There are only 
two guarantees with the Democrats health-care 
plan:  higher taxes for all Americans and bureaucrats 
standing between you and the urgent health care you and 
your family need.   
 
 President Obama wants to impose a costly 
government-run, health-care system on Americans that 
puts federal bureaucrats and politicians in charge of 
health-care decisions, not families and their doctors.  The 
President and his office has made it perfectly clear they 
have no intentions of listening to Republicans and will do 
whatever it takes to get this plan through:  “Ultimately, 
this is not about a process, it’s about results,” David Ax-
elrod, Obama’s senior political strategist, said during an 
interview in his White House office. “If we’re going to get 
this thing done, obviously time is a-wasting.”  Both Ax-
elrod and White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel said 
taking a partisan route to enacting major health-care 
legislation isn’t the president’s preferred choice.    
(www.bloomberg.com) 
 
 According to the Congressional Budget Office, 
the Democrats health-care plan would cost at least $1 
trillion dollars and still leave 36 million Americans without 
health insurance.  Lets back up and actually think about 
the number one trillion.  “It's a huge sum -- a ‘1’ followed 
by a dozen zeroes: $1,000,000,000,000. For some per-
spective, here are some comparisons. One trillion dollars 
is: 
• The annual gross domestic product of South Korea 
• Enough to give $325.50 to everyone in the USA 

each year for 10 years 
• The combined market capitalization of Google, Ap-

ple, Microsoft and Intel, plus enough to buy an 
iPhone for everyone in China and India (How Much 
Is $1 Trillion? )   

• And my favorite….one trillion seconds ago was 
31,546 years!  (www.grc.nasa.gov)  If we go back in 
time 30,000 years, we would find the Upper Paleo-
lithic era.  An exciting time in our history when great 
inventions like the bow and arrow came about.    

 
 How are they going to pay for this you might 
ask?  The Democrats want to raise taxes on families for 
everything from soda and salty foods to a new income 

surtax on small businesses to pay for their plan.  The 
Democrats plan won’t allow Americans to keep their doc-
tors and health insurance if they want.  According to the 
non-partisan Lewin Group, two out of three Americans 
would lose their health coverage under the Democrat 
plan.  Their plan would drive approximately 119 million 
Americans from their private plan to the government plan. 
 
 The misinformation coming from Washington 
Democrats and the White House is making politics into a 
four-letter word: Lies. 
 
•  Lie.  Their plan will increase access.  Their plan will 

lead to rationing, with the politically favored getting 
preference over the truly needy. 

  
• Lie.  Their plan will reduce costs.  Their plan will 

increase taxes and wait times for urgent care. 
  
• Lie.  Their plan is about “competition.” Their plan is 

about “monopoly.” 
 
•  Lie.  The government is the only entity that can fix 

our challenges in health care.  Not one Democrat in 
Washington can point to a single federal service-
providing program that spends money efficiently, 
reduces costs within its market, creates a high de-
gree of satisfaction among its users, and produces 
excellent results that beat the private sector.  From 
Social Security to Medicare to Postal Services to 
Education, government service-providers lag the 
private sector in every meaningful way, from costs to 
results. 

  
 Republicans want to reform America’s health-
care system to control costs, preserve quality, and keep 
families and their doctors in charge of health-care deci-
sions.  We want to reform so families can access afford-
able treatment they need when they need it, and those 
who like their current health-care coverage can keep 
it.  We want to make health care affordable and accessi-
ble for Americans regardless of pre-existing condi-
tions.  Small businesses can join together to purchase 
quality health-care benefits for their workers at a more 
affordable and accessible cost for Americans regardless 
of pre-existing conditions. 

 
(Continued on Page 12) 
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Health Care Reform? 
By Melinda Mock 

 Frequently when there is legislation being discussed whether it 
is national or local,  it is not uncommon for many to say, “I’m not interested 
in that, it doesn’t affect me”. Health-care reform is an issue which can 
affect every individual, regardless of age or nationality, residing in the 
United States. The Democratic Congress keeps saying we must “reform” 
health care but is that what they are really trying to do? The American 
Heritage Dictionary defines reform as “1. To improve by alteration, correc-
tion of error or removal of defects. 2. To abolish abuse or malpractice in: 
reform the government.  3. To cause (a person) to abandon irresponsible 
or immoral practices.” 
 
 There are several health-care reform bills being discussed in 
Congress which, we the public, have not had an opportunity to read and 
for that matter - very few members of Congress have read the thousands 
of pages! President Obama says he does not know the particulars of the 
bills. The legislation calls for the Federal government to be responsible for 
insuring every person regardless of income or state of health while provid-
ing access to an affordable insurance plan. Let’s take a look at a few ex-
amples of the health-care “reform” debate presently underway and you 
make up your own mind if this is a needed “reform” of the world’s best 
health-care system. 
 
Doctor-Patient Relationship 
 Standards of Care 
 Presently standards of care are established by physicians within 
their general or specialty practice organizations for example the American 
Medical Association, American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, and 
the American College of  Cardiology to name a few. Health care decisions 
are made between you and your doctor based on the established stan-
dards of care, with you making the final decision on whether to proceed 
with the available treatment options. There is minimal delay, if any, in pro-
ceeding with the recommended treatment.   
 
 “Reform” would result in a Federal Health Board to create a set 
of government rules which will be used to ration, delay or deny care. You 
and your physician will no longer be able to decide on your treatment. It 
may even become illegal for you to pay for your own care. 
 
 General Implications 
 Reform could lead to the stifling of medical research and innova-
tion thereby preventing the cure of many of today’s devastating diseases.  
 
  

 

Electronic Medical Records 
 Presently many physicians are going to electronic medical 
records to streamline their office practice and enhance their ability to 
access their patient’s medical information. 
 
 Reform will result in electronic medical records being used 
to monitor doctors and patients and thereby intruding on your care. 
The saying “Big Brother is watching” will hold true here.  Now if that 
isn’t enough to get your adrenalin pumping let’s look at who will pay 
for this so called health-care “reform” and how much will it cost. 

 
Who Will Pay For Reform?   
 The Senate version would require employers to pay $750 a year 
for a full-time employee without health insurance.  The House version 
would require employers who do not provide health coverage, or whose 
employees decline, to pay a penalty of 8% of the worker’s wages with a 
possible exemption for small businesses.  One Democrat proposal calls 
for a 5.4% tax increase on individuals making a million dollars and a grad-
ual tax beginning with individuals who make $280,000.  The bottom line,  
workers will pay, although they may not see an actual deduction from their 
paycheck, their wages will be lower in order for their employer to pay for 
their coverage. 
 
How Much Will Reform Cost? 
 On July 15 the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee passed a $600 billion version.  The Congressional Budget 
Office, a nonpartisan agency, states there will be a “cost explosion”.  
 
 Overall, the government health plan would be under priced in 
relation to the public health-care market. As a result private insurers will be 
unable to compete, forcing them out of the market creating a government 
run single payer system. The single-payer system will result in no competi-
tion and no accountability. Universal health care will be slow and ineffi-
cient, rationing of care will result , and patients will decline and die while 
waiting for care. Based on these components our health-care system is 
not being reformed but rather, as Herman Cain describes it, this is 
“deform”! 
 
 Certainly there are some measures which would provide real 
reform of our health-care system among the suggestions are those from 
the Center for Health Transformation: 
• Reduce fraud which accounts for 10% or $200 billion a year; 

(Medicare fraud accounts for as much as $40 billion a year.) 
• Provide tax-reform incentives to help cover Americans who currently 

cannot afford coverage as well as incentives for insurance provided 
by small employers and self-employed.  

• Eliminate the capital gains taxes for investments in health-solution 
companies in order to advance new solutions to create better health 
at lower cost. 

• Move from a paper-based to electronic-based system which would 
reduce fraud and medical errors and result in savings of billions of 
dollars. 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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 I would like to Call to Action every Georgian who 
cares about preserving their right to choose their health plan 
without government interference; creating a better health-
care industry through better policy and not more top-down 
government mandates; and protecting their health, access, 
and freedom instead of trading it away in yet another 
bloated government promise that will fail to deliver.  Call 
and e-mail your Democratic congressman today and tell 
them to vote “NO.”  Tell them what town you live in so they 
know you are in their district.  Call or e-mail your Republican 
congressman to say “Thank You” for leading the charge to 
protect health and liberty for all Americans. 
  
 Thank you for your patriotism, enthusiasm and 
service to the Republican Party and this great state. 
  
Sincerely, 

  
Sue P. Everhart   

Continued—Message from Sue Everhart 

As Chairman of the Georgia 
GOP, Sue Everhart is a frequent 
contributor to VOICES Magazine.  
She is also a frequent speaker at 
GFRW Board Meetings—helping 
to keep our members informed of 
state activities.  Sue is a member 
of the Cobb County Republican 
Women’s Club. 

Continued—GOP Fix to Health Care 

 As cost continues to be a sticking point in reform, 
the Empower Patients First Act  tackles other drivers of 
health costs by breaking down barriers that outlaw the pur-
chase of health care across state lines and by providing 
meaningful liability reform.  With the creation of new health 
courts that take into consideration the expert opinions of 
medical specialty societies—those who actually know what 
caring for patients is like—we will see a dramatic drop in the 
costly practice of defensive medicine. 
 
 Finally, with federal deficits spiraling out of control, 
our legislation is paid for.  By requiring a one percent annual 
step-down in discretionary spending, plus other efficiencies, 
we tell Americans that providing access to quality, affordable 
health care should be a priority in our budget, not just one 
more thing added to the deficit. 
 
 While the president will no doubt continue to put up 
straw men whom he can finger as promoting the status quo, 
it is important to appreciate that real, positive reform will take 
place only if we can have an honest dialogue.  The Republi-
can Study Committee had offered a solution American pa-
tients can support.  We only hope the president will drop the 
false choices and pick up some of our common-sense ideas. 
 
Rep. Tom Price of Georgia is chairman of the Republican Study 
Committee.  Before being elected to Congress, he practiced ortho-
pedic surgery for nearly 25 years. (Article reprinted permission of 
POLITICO.) 

 

Continued—Health Care Reform?  
• Create a system which focuses on improving individual health. 
• Reform our health justice system so as to reduce the need for physicians to practice defensive medicine. 
• Accelerate and focus efforts to reduce and prevent diseases such as diabetes, which are financially crippling our health-

care system. 

 Granted our present health-care system may not be perfect but when all is said and done it is the best!  It provides 
the greatest access to care for those residing in this country in the world.  Note I did not say “citizens” -  as those who come to 
us from outside our borders legally and illegally can obtain quality health care. So let us start a real discussion on reforming our 
health-care system which will result in positive changes to the system!  

 
Resources:  
American Heritage Dictionary 
Center For Health Transformation 
Doc4PatientCare.org  
Mag Mutual Healthcare Solutions, Inc. 
The Coalition To Protect Patients Rights 
The Heritage Foundation 
The National Federation of Republican Women 
 

Melinda Mock is a Registered 
Nurse, Orthopaedic Nurse Certified, 
and a Certified Life Care Planner.  
She also serves as President of 
Healthcare Cost Consultants as an 
Orthopaedic Nurse Consultant.  
Melinda is Features Editor and a 
regular columnist for VOICES,  the 
GFRW Magazine. 

The trouble with our liberal friends  
is not that they’re ignorant;  

it’s just that they know so much that isn’t so.  
Ronald Reagan 
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Unemployment: No End in Sight 
Christine P. Ries 

 “Are we there yet?  How long before we get there?”  This is 
the mantra from the backseat on many family driving trips.  It is also the 
media mantra as everyone rushes to predict the end of our economic 
plummet.  For months we’ve heard that we haven’t hit bottom yet, but 
we’re very close.  We’re told that unemployment is a ‘lagging’ indicator, 
meaning that after enough government spending has gotten into the 
economy, everyone will be rehired. 
 
 Not so fast.  In mid-July, President Obama ventured into 
“Unemployment Central”  (Michigan at 15% unemployed) and told us 
that we are in for a long slog.  He was correct in his prediction even if he 
was actually trying to deflect future criticism by resetting expectations 
now.  But the rest of his words and actions indicate that he, like his 
cheerleaders in the media, doesn’t understand the fundamentals of the 
problem. 
 
 The problem is “Change” is not cheap.  Talk of “the bottom” 
suggests this economic downturn is basically “cyclical” - just one of 
those recessions that happen every so often, though a bit more severe 
this time.  But, we are not in one of those “up and down” swings where, 
if we just wait it out, the “bottom” will be followed by a nice upswing tak-
ing us higher than before.  The president’s plan to restructure our econ-
omy is massively expensive and few have considered the enormity of 
the final cost in terms of unemployment and lost production. 
 
 When economists start tossing around statistics and economic 
terminology one tends to fog over and hunker down.  The other night a 
Fox News commentator pointed out that “it’s hard for most people to get 
their minds around the idea of $1 trillion.” 
 
 But, like most things in economics, common sense and clear 
thinking go a long way.  Some simple logic explains the scope of the 
problem and offers clues as to when we might reach a new level of 
“normal.” 
 
 At base, the Obama administration is shooting for programs 
that will bring 40% of the economy under the control of the government 
– up from 20%.  You don’t have to think too hard to realize what that 
means.  One in four employees now working in private enterprise must 
shift into government employment.  If President Obama and friends 
reach their stated goal, 20 million Americans will move from their current 
public sector jobs to join the 20 million already in government employ-
ment. To put it in perspective, this is the equivalent of moving everyone 
currently employed in manufacturing and construction (just fewer than 

19 million jobs and falling) into jobs 
as government health care bureaucrats and the like. 

 
 
 We are talking about real people.  Look around you.  One in 
five is already employed by the government.  When the “Change” is 
complete, the number will be two in five.  We are moving to a new econ-
omy that has every three private sector employees supporting two gov-
ernment employees. 
 
 The question our political system and economy is now trying 
to answer is which of those currently employed in the private sector will 
draw the short straws?  We will not see the bottom of our production, 
investment and unemployment problems until these twenty million peo-
ple have left a private sector job and found a new position in govern-
ment. 
 
 It would be bad enough if you could just pluck one of four pri-
vate business employees and drop them into a government job.  Even if 
transition and retraining weren’t required, large scale movement of peo-
ple from more productive to significantly less productive jobs means an 
enormous decline in output, income and wealth.  (Think of the opposite 
of a newly liberated or emerging economy like China and India where 
mass numbers of people are moved from low or no productivity into 
productive employment.) 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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 Unemployment: No End in Sight—Continued 
 Government workers are paid nearly twice as much as workers in the 
private sector, mostly due to excessive benefits packages.  Each new government 
job will cost $280,000.   In the private sector $280,000 would have created well 
more than two additional jobs.  In fact, the full cost of each government job will be 
much higher than 2 + private sector jobs.  Costs of misemployment and transition 
will swamp the upfront differences in compensation. 
 
 Consider the transition costs alone.   On a human scale, how do we actu-
ally go about moving employees from their current private sector jobs into govern-
ment sector jobs?  
 
 Some movement will be wholesale.  If you work in the auto industry or in 
some banks, you are already part way there.  If you’re in health care, you may be 
moving there soon.  But the rest will move in a slow and painful transition that will 
mean permanent unemployment for many. 
 
 Some businesses will close.  Employees will be laid off or furloughed as 
the government or government sponsored entities offer products and services for 
free or at prices subsidized by others. What business can compete with that?  To 
pay for the ‘free services’ taxes are raised on everything from energy usage to 
‘sinful’ products like French fries  and luxury good consumption.  Will those who 
lose their jobs walk right into government employment?  Of course not. 
 
 I think of my good friend, a senior manager in a government environ-
mental agency.  He is under tremendous pressure to ‘spend the stimulus money’ 
and is working himself sick trying to hire people fast enough to staff all of the new 
programs.  He is looking high and low for biologists and engineers with back-
grounds in environmental science.  Being a responsible government employee and 
a good manager, he is making every attempt to put the right person in the right job.  
But, you can bet he is drawing exactly no one from ranks of the 10+% unemployed 
in Georgia. 
 
 How many of those who lose jobs in the private sector will have the skills 
required for whatever government jobs come available?  People can be retrained, 
but that takes time and the return for retraining will be lower for older Americans.  
Many over the age of about 50, will find it too difficult to retrain and relocate after 
having invested skills and a lifetime of experience in another profession.  They will 
likely give up and remain permanently unemployed.  Perhaps another person in 
their household will take on the job of income-provider by finding a position in a 
‘green’ industry or as a bureaucrat in one of the regulatory agencies. 
 
 In his usual fashion, President Obama is appointing a czar and declaring 
the problem solved.  However, in the case of unemployment, the cost of “change” 
will be much higher and last much longer than he, or most commentators, seem to 
understand.  Basically, before we are done, those tens of millions of real people 
have to find their way between two very different kinds of  jobs. 
 
 So, when you hear we are near the bottom or the leading indicators are 
turning up or the rate of INCREASE in unemployment is falling …remember!  On 
the current path, we are not back to “full employment” until about 20 million people 
have found government jobs.  Nearly 15 million people are currently unemployed.  
Some of these have just started the process of transition from the private sector to 
government employment.  Many more will eventually be forced to travel the same 
path. 

Christine Ries is a Professor of Economics at The Georgia Institute of Technology. 

Realities, Perceptions  and Myths…. 
Georgia Federation of Republican Women 

Marketing Survey Analysis 
By Melinda Mock 

 
 A goal in the GFRW Strategic Plan is to increase our 
membership and includes the objective of developing a market-
ing plan. Before a marketing plan can be developed it must be 
clear what we are marketing while determining our internal stum-
bling blocks for membership recruitment. Thus, at the winter 
board meeting a marketing survey was completed by those in 
attendance which provides us with the realities, perceptions and 
myths about GFRW. As you will see this information will not only 
benefit those developing the GFRW marketing plan, it also pro-
vides guidance to clubs of issues which may need to be ad-
dressed locally. 
 
 Demographics of participants in the survey were: 
 
How Many Years Have You Been A Member of The Republican 
Party? 

• 75% of respondents have been members for 11-20 
years and 21+years 

How Many Years have You Been A Member of GFRW or other 
State Federation of Republican Women? 

• There was essentially an equal distribution between 
the categories; less than 5 years; 5-10 years; 11-20 
years; 21+years 

Are You A Club Member or Member-at-Large? 
• All respondents were club members 

In What Congressional District Do You Reside? 
• All districts were represented with the exception of the 

2nd, 8th and 12th 
 

The top three responses to the survey questions are provided as 
follows: 
 
Why Did You Join GFRW?  

• Elect and support Republican candidates 
• Associate with like-minded women to promote Repub-

lican values and ideals 
• Educate and empower women 

What have been your personal roadblocks in recruiting new 
members to GRFW or your local club? 

• Apathy! Lack of interest in politics 
• Current reputation of the Republican Party 
• Perception of being a women’s social club 

What reason(s) do individuals give for not joining GFRW or your 
local club? 

• Time, time, time! 
• Meeting time not convenient (cannot attend day meet-

ings due to work); too far to go to meetings 
• Belong to local Republican Party, they ask “what’s the 

difference?” 
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  We’ve all read or heard plenty to persuade us that the Repub-
lican Party is basically on life support, not only at the federal level, but 
also in more and more states.  In my recent book, Paranoid Nation, I 
wrote extensively about the GOP in the chapter “Paranoid Party.”  
Based on those writings and on the research I did for them, I believe 
there may in fact be a blueprint for a future Republican comeback.  But 
to understand it, we first need to rid ourselves for good of some of the 
misconceptions that linger among many of those who lament the decline 
and fall of the GOP. 
  
 As I noted in the book, revisionist history has left many a 
misty-eyed Republican or former GOP voter with the notion that Ronald 
Reagan was swept into office in 1980 because of his charisma, a 
satchel full of conservative ideas and a disastrous Carter administration.  
For the record, the “Republican Establishment” in most of the nation 
opposed Reagan in the early primaries and caucuses. Why?   First 
(Reagan) had challenged a sitting GOP president, Gerald Ford, just four 
years earlier.  And Reagan had been labeled a loose-cannon conserva-
tive by the media. 
 
 Even at the convention that nominated him that summer, the 
GOP elite was plying every trick and stratagem to force one of their own 
onto the ticket.  They succeeded by pushing the idea that Ford was will-
ing to consider a run as Reagan’s vice president; that is, the duties of 
the presidency would in truth be divided between the two men.  Within 
hours of this tactic, this party elite got its original wish: George H. W. 
Bush, one of the clique, became the VP nominee. 
 
 As for Carter being a weak candidate, that was true.  But most 
folks conveniently forget  Reagan was trailing Carter in the polls going 
into the last four weeks of the race.  It wasn’t until the two debated on 
national television that America felt comfortable enough to elect 
Reagan—who, of course, later was ranked by the public as one of the 
greatest presidents in history. 
 
 I unearth these little nuggets from the past to point out that 
“beloved” candidates who are charming and attractive don’t always win.  
Or at least they need an extra nudge to propel them to victory. 
 
 In offering a potential blueprint for a GOP resurrection, I’ll draw 
on a theme outlined in the book.  Every candidate or party needs one 
issue around which the faithful can rally.  For Reagan, it was 
tax reform. 
 
 To expect candidates to be in lockstep on every big issue 
suggests a lack of political independence on their part.  And it’s the so-

called “independent” swing voter the GOP must somehow persuade 
anew. 
 
 To me the key issue is simple enough, although it will need a 
new spin.  Because of our crazy system of withholding income from 
paychecks, many Americans don’t know how much they pay in federal 
taxes.  Some even respond in surveys that they didn’t pay taxes at all, 
but instead “got money back from the government” in fhe form of re-
funds. 
 
 Since it is impossible to educate an entire nation on the impact 
of the income tax itself, why not focus on the thing everyone openly 
hates—having to decipher tax forms, or having to pay someone else to? 
 
 The Fair Tax can be effectively explained and defended.  
More, it could win immediate and widespread support with most Ameri-
cans if it were instead packaged as the “Elimination of the U.S. Tax Re-
turn Act of 2012.: 
 
 Conservatives love the Fair Tax idea already.  But moderates 
and independent voters aren’t as sure how it would benefit them.  So 
reformers should promise two things: First—taxpayers will never have to 
fill out tax returns again.  Second, their taxes won’t increase, and will 
likely decline. 
 
 Americans love comfort and convenience.  Sell tax reform, 
and they will latch on to it.  As for the lawyers, accountants and IRS 
employees who might lose out, well, what’s one more bailout if it means 
that we end this archaic and Byzantine system of taxation? 
 
 Republicans, wake up!  Rally around one simple but essential 
idea, and then let your candidates be free to take whatever sides they 
wish on other issues.  To gather the strength needed to prosecute a full 
roster of political reform, conservatives must first take control of some 
one essential principle.  The end of tax returns would be a huge first 
step. 
 
Matt Towery of Buckhead is author of the new book, Paranoid Nation: The 
Real Story of the 2009 Fight for the Presidency.  
 
Article appeared in The Marietta Daily News,  June 13, 2009. Reprint—
permission of author. 

 

 

The Economy     
                         Trash Tax Returns! 

By Matt Towery 

 The democracy will cease to exist when you take away 
from those who are willing to work and give to those who 
would not. 

Thomas Jefferson 
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 As one columnist noted . . . “Blogs are spreading faster 
than kudzu” because blogs are great marketing and public rela-
tions tools.  Blogs are also excellent sources of information.  
Check out the following Blogs on the economy: 
• economistmom.com  is put together by Diane Rogers who 

worked in Washington policy circles for years before heading 
to the west coast .  She has a “Mom’s” perspective on the 
DC spending spree. 

• blogs.wsj.com/economics is the Wall Street Journal blog that 
will help you take apart economic data from the Federal Re-
serve, Treasury and other government policy makers.   

 

  
 
 

  
 
 Go to Rusty Paul’s website isquaredcommunica-
tions.com for a new campaign related blog.  The blog will offer 
campaign tips and information for Republican office holders to 
help them prepare for next year’s election.  New articles will be 
posted weekly between now and the 2010 elections to help in-
cumbents prepare.  Articles will be archived on the website so 
you can refer to them when needed.  The latest blog on 
www.isquaredcommunications.com discusses microtargeting and 
the emerging tools to help legislative, statewide and local races 
better target their campaign resources. 

  We (have) ventured into ‘Bubble World.”  What’s going on?  
When will this be over:  How bad do you think it will get?  What can we 
do to turn this around?” 
 
 Members of Congress have the same questions the rest of us 
have.  They read the same claptrap in the newspapers.  They hear the 
same balderdash explanations from economists and federal officials.  
They’re wondering what is really going on. 
 
 Not that we know.  But they asked us anyway. 
 
 We report to you today from the banks of the Potomac.  Our 
old friend, Congressman Ron Paul organized an off-the-record discus-
sion with several other members of Congress.  The subject was the 
financial meltdown .   And the bailout.  We were there to talk, of course, 
but we were more interested in listening. 
 
 “You don’t understand,”  said a Senate functionary we met 
later, “these people live in Bubble World.  They’re protected from the 
real world by their staffs and by the system itself.  You imagine that they 
would know what is going on.  But they don’t.  They know less than we 
do.  And they’ll be the last to find out.  They are so busy meeting con-
stituents . . . Dealing with donors . . . Working out deals with their politi-
cal parties and supporters . . . And feeling like big shots . . . They don’t 
really have any time to study the issues.  So they count on staff and 

party committees to tell them what to say, how to vote . . . And what to 
think.” 
 
 Waiting in the corridor of the Cannon building, two men in grey 
suits walked by . . . We overheard this conversation:  “Did you vote ‘no’ 
on that last resolution?”  You were supposed to vote ‘yes.’” 
 
 “ I thought I was supposed to vote ’yes’ to cutting off the argu-
ments . . . As  far as I’m concerned we’ve heard enough about Nancy’s 
problem with the CIA….” 
 
 “But that wasn’t about cutting off the debate, that was just 
technical . . . About allowing them to modify the previous vote ….” 
 
 “What are you talking about?” 
 
 “I don’t know . . . I didn't think it had anything to do with stop-
ping all this gabbing about Nancy and the CIA….”  
 
 We take it for granted members of Congress often don’t know 
what they are talking about.  But it is shocking to realize they often don’t 
know what they are voting on either.  And neither do the voters. 
 
The preceding excerpts are from noted Economist Bill Bonner as he weighs in 
on the vagaries of the economy.  (Reprint permitted.)  Bonner is founder and 
editor of The Daily Reckoning and a noted author of financial/political material. 

 Forever in Bubbles: an Avalanche of Claptrap 
By Bill Bonner 
The Daily Reckoning, May 22, 2009 

 

 
Bill Bonner Weighs In! 
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  Now more than ever before we need to elect more Republi-
cans to Congress and every other office, so that we never face the 
fiscal ruin thrust upon us by the Democrats! 
 
 Here is what the federal government has spent so far: 

Bear Stearns    $29.5 billion 
Bank of America   $97.2 billion 
AIG    $112  billion 
GE     $139  billion 
Citigroup    $235  billion 
Auto makers (UAW)  $97.4 billion 
Homeowners   $300  billion 
Fannie/Freddie   $400  billion 
TARP    $700  billion 
Stimulus Package   $787  billion 

 
 Now Congress and the President want a second stimulus 
package – more wasting of our tax dollars and mortgaging our future 
to the Chinese. 
 
 It is essential that Republicans make a comeback in 2010!  
Hence, we must run far more effective campaigns. 
 
 The number one reason why campaigns fail is due to a lack 
of money.  During this recession, fundraising is going to be an even 
greater challenge requiring more effort over the next 14 months.  
Overall success in raising money depends upon the ability to build an 
orderly program that asks the right people for specific dollar amounts.  
Just like every campaign needs a written plan, fundraising also needs 
a detailed program.  To maximize your results and profits here are 
some common mistakes to avoid. 
 
• Not enough time devoted to dialing for dollars--An over-
whelming majority of candidates dislike calling for money and try to 
avoid it like the plague.  Hence, a top responsibility of a manager and 
finance director is to ensure  the candidate is working the phones.  
Candidates must spend a minimum 50% of their campaign time dedi-
cated to calling hundreds of prospects for money.  It should be 
scheduled like an appointment on the candidate’s calendar.  A Con-
gressional candidate, who only calls 30 names per week, is not seri-
ous unless he or she is going to self fund the campaign. 
• Refuse to ask friends and family for money—Campaigns 

cannot rely on just GOP party donors.  You need to have base sup-
port from friends and family before known party donors will join the 
team.  Candidates should have a minimum of 100 friends and family 
on their Christmas card list they are willing to ask for money.  If a 
candidate cannot produce a personal list of 100, then he or she 
should think about making friends instead of running for office. 
• Leaving voice mail messages—The hardest part of dialing for 
dollars is getting the prospect on the phone.  In frustration many can-
didates resort to leaving messages.  Potential donors rarely willingly 
call back to contribute.  In fact, voice mail messages can often serve 
as a warning to avoid the call.  Before leaving a message, call a pros-
pect at least 5 times. 
• Don’t rely on follow up letter to make the sale—All too often 
candidates get nervous about asking for money.  Instead of request-
ing a specific dollar amount, they ask for support which is an easy 
answer for the prospect.  “Support” does not mean money.  Some-
times it is just a slap on the back.  You have to ask for a specific dol-
lar figure. 
• Relying on one method of fundraising-- Twenty years ago the 
typical fundraising plan was a group of wealthy businessmen who 
raised most of the money in large sums through personal solicitation.  
Nowadays campaign fundraising is a complex undertaking involving a 
coordinated plan of events, finance committees, personal solicitation, 
phones, the internet, and direct mail.  There are many types of do-
nors.  For example, direct mail contributors don’t attend events.  So if 
you refuse to use mail, you are leaving money on the table. 
• Free events gets you free loaders—Hope is never a good 
fundraising tool, but that is the method people employ when organiz-
ing meet & greet events.  If you don’t ask, people will not contribute.  
All successful fundraising events ask attendees to contribute a spe-
cific amount. 
• Too much overhead for an event–Compared to all the other 
fundraising methods such as direct mail, calls and personal solicita-
tion, events can be the riskiest venture due to high overhead ex-
penses.  For a fundraiser you not only have to pay for mail and post-
age, but you also have to cover the costs of food and hall rental at a 
minimum.  If you are not careful expenses can consume all of your 
profit.  You need to make sure that money is not wasted on extras 
such as centerpieces and decoration.  Also void open bars that can 
quickly drain your profit.  

 (Continued on  Next Page) 

Campaigns Fail Due to a  Lack of Money. 
By Holly Robichaud 

NFRW Campaign School 

 The Economy     
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Holly Robichaud has 20 years experience managing campaigns at the local, state, and national levels.  
She has worked with the Republican National Committee, the Natl. Republican Congressional Committee 
and the Natl. Republican Senatorial Committee.  She specializes in strategy, fundraising and voter contact 
programs and is an instructor in the campaign school for NFRW.  Robichaud is a featured presenter at the 
GFRW 2009 Fall Convention. 
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Past Presidents 
Of the  

Georgia Federation of 
Republican Women 

S.S. Halliburton, 1957 
Halycon “Chon” Bell, 1960—1962 

Anne Bateman, 1962—1964 
      Rita Creeson & W.C. LeShanna,  

Oct. 1964—March, 1965 
Lee Ague Miller, 1965—1967 
Bootsie Calhoun, 1967—1968 

Virginia Estes Massey, 1968—1971 
Margaret Holliman, 1971—1975 

Lil McAfee, 1975—1977 
June Kidd, 1977—1979 

Kathie Miller, 1979—1983, 1989—1993 
Helen Van Waldner, 1983—1985 

Sandra Deyton, 1985—1987 
Reva Jennings, 1987—1989 
Sharon Jacoby, 1993—1997 
Emma Hinesley, 1997—2001 

Valerie Betz, 2001—2005 
Millie Rogers, 2005 to date 

 
 

• Large rooms can be large disasters--There is nothing worse for a campaign’s momentum 
than to have a large empty room.  Even if you get 100 people to attend at $1000 per head and 
the room is spacious, the evening will appear to be a failure.  The ultimate golden rule is to have 
a crowded and packed room no matter what.  If you are light on sales, then either cut the room 
size in half or give away some tickets.    
• A small  invitation list guarantees small results--Normally when you invite your friends to 
a birthday party eighty percent of them turnout.  For a political fundraiser a candidate can expect 
roughly a 2 to 4% rate of return for a new list and a 5 to 10% repeat donors.  Hence if you want 
one hundred people to attend, then you need to mail at least 1000 invitations.  Don’t interpret the 
lack of response as a sign on unpopularity.  Politics is not everyone’s cup of tea. 
• Using labels on direct mail packages—Nothing says junk mail like a label.  In order to get 
the donation, you first have to entice the recipient to open the package by making a good mailbox 
impression.  Letters should either be hand addressed or direct impressioned to cut through the 
clutter.  Also never use a bulk rate indicia.  Live and precancelled stamps give your package a 
personalized look.  Remember your mail is not competing against your opponent but rather the 
Victoria Secret catalog. 
• No resolicitation—Once you have built a donor master file, resolicit the list every 6 to 8 
weeks.  People will double down on their financial support if they are repeatedly asked to give.  
Campaigns that raise money ask for it.  Campaigns that don’t raise reasonably sufficient funds 
don’t ask or more likely, don’t ask enough. 
•  Lack of Patience-Patience is a virtue especially with fundraising.  Early money is the hard-
est to raise, but it will generate more contributions as the campaign progresses.  You have to 
plant seeds early that will sprout during the last 60 days of the campaign.  In fact, the amount you 
raise between now and Labor Day of election year will double during the last 6 weeks. 

Continued from Previous Page 

Federation of 
Republican Women 

Tentative Agenda: 
• Thursday 
9:00 am—4:30 pm  
Leadership Academy 
Trolley Tour for Academy participants. $5.00 fee
  
• Friday 
8:00 am—5:00 pm 
Campaign Management School 
Evening  Reception and Fashion Show 
 
• Saturday 
8:30 am 
GFRW Board Meeting 
26th Biannual Convention 
 Election of Officers 
 Installation 
 Election of District Directors 
 Election of GFRW Republican 
             Woman of the Year 
 Luncheon 

Speakers and Visiting Dignitaries: 
• NFRW Representative 
• Sam Olens, Chairman—Cobb County 

Board of Commissioners 
• Herman Cain 
 
Accommodations: 
Hilton Hotel—Marietta 
 $99/night 
Reservation deadline: Sept. 1 
 1-888-685-2500 or 770-427-2500 
 (ID yourself with GFRW  
 Group Code GFR) 
 
Meeting Registration:  To register, see the 
GFRW website for information in August. 
 $50 which includes: 
 Leadership Academy 
 Friday Night Reception 
 Saturday’s Lunch (tentative charge) 
  

Dates: Thursday, Oct. 1 through Sat-
urday, Oct. 3. 
 
Location: Hilton Hotel and Marietta 
Conference Center at 500 Powder 
Spring St., Marietta, GA. 30064 
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     In July, the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) held its 
annual meeting  in Atlanta.  The non-partisan organization brings together 
state legislators from across the nation to share ideas and work together 
for conservative public policy.  Specifically, the organization was founded 
upon the bedrock principles of limited government, free markets, federal-
ism, and individual liberty.  In other words, everything the Obama admini-
stration is against. 
 
      A topic of great discussion at the event was the Obama stimulus bill – 
its wasteful disregard for the taxpayer and neglectful approach to the fed-
eral budget deficit that will be handed down to future generations. 
 
      ALEC supports a 72-hour review rule for all major spending bills.  The 
provision would be a roadblock for spending boondoggles in the federal 
budget.  Taxpayers would at least have minimal time to educate them-
selves on the spending outrages and communicate with their representa-
tives, rally in public settings, or do whatever else is needed to thwart the 
outrageous waste. 
 
     ALEC understands the importance of small business to America’s fu-
ture.  The organization supports immediate tax relief for working families, 
tax deductions for small businesses, and other initiatives to lift the burden 
of our nations struggling yet hard-working entrepreneurs. 
 
      On the 4th of July holiday, the Dawson County Republican Party spon-
sored a booth at a family festival to celebrate our nation’s independence.  
Over 10,000 people attended the event.  I talked to scores of citizens; most 
have never been politically active but recognize the precarious state of our 
nation and the frightening direction that the Obama administration is taking 
us.   Scornful comments were made about deficit spending, affirmation 
action-type appointments, and a conscious dilution of family values by 
Obama and his cohorts.  “Obama Mania” is holding strong in the media but 
the general public is beginning to become wary.  (As a side note:  Obama 
has been complimented for being a great speaker.  But I do not even con-
cede that point to him for several reasons). 
 
     Recently, Rush Limbaugh was criticized for stating that he wanted 
Obama to fail.  Any objective citizen with a love for our nation had better 
want him to fail because if his policies take root, it will be the downfall of 
our system of government. 
 

          Obama’s stimulus bill is rife with outrageous provisions that increase 
deficit spending expeditiously.  And most of the so-called tax relief provi-
sions will have no practical impact on citizens and are set to expire at a 
date certain in the near future. 
 
          As a member of the Georgia General Assembly, I worked hard with 
other Republicans to pass major welfare reform legislation for Georgia that 
has proven to be very successful.  But Obama’s stimulus bill includes fi-
nancial incentives for states to actually increase welfare rolls. 
 
      Republicans in Congress have been calling for economic recovery 
provisions that would reduce individual tax rates for working families and 
increase tax deductions for small business owners.  Businesses employing 
500 or fewer employees currently pay up to 35 percent of their income in 
taxes to the federal government. 
 
          House Republicans also propose to encourage responsible home 
buyers to enter the market by implementing a home-buyers credit of 
$7,500 for those buyers who make a minimum down payment of 5 percent. 
 
          When House GOP leader John Boehner dropped the 1,000-plus 
page stimulus bill to the House floor, the dramatic thud caused a shock 
wave of justifiable outrage by conservative activists.  We must react to 
Obama’s intent to “spread the wealth around” by abusing taxpayer gener-
ated revenue by spreading our own outrage around so that people we 
come in contact with everyday will be educated on the serious nature of 
these issues.  Encourage them to attend Republican meetings and be-
come engaged in the political process. 
 
          Another election season is right around the corner and the Georgia 
Federation of Republican Women will be leading the charge as voters take 
a stand for limited government, fiscal responsibility, family values, and 
freedom. 
 

Spread The Outrage Around 
By Clint Smith 
Chairman of the Dawson County Republican Party 

Clint Smith is Chairman of the Dawson County Party and 
a former member of the Georgia House of Representa-
tives.  While in the House Smith chaired the House Re-
publican Social Services Task Force, the House Republi-
can Water Management Task Force and was Deputy 
Whip in the House Republican Caucus.  Smith is a regu-
lar columnist for VOICES, the GFRW Magazine. 

 The Economy     
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Are you fed up with the Fed up in Washington?
How did the Tea Party Movement start? 

 On February 19, 2009, CNBC Business News Rick Santelli 
ranted against the bailout of non-performing mortgage holders and in the 
process said that what we needed was a good old-fashioned Tea Party, 
which he proposed for Chicago this summer.  To see and hear Rick, find 
http://www.cnbc.com/id/15840232?video=1039849853.  Santelli said, 
“You can’t buy yourself into prosperity.” 

Atlanta Tea Parties 

 Almost immediately the idea took off and the first Atlanta Tea 
Party was organized by www.FreedomWorks.org and was held on Feb-
ruary 27, 2009, at the Georgia State Capitol.  FreedomWorks was joined 
by Americans for Tax Reform, Smart Girl Politics, The American Specta-
tor, Americans for Prosperity, Top Conservatives on Twitter, College 
Republicans, Heartland Institute, The National Tax Payers Union, The 
Young Conservatives Coalition, and local conservative political leaders.  

 
 Dick Armey (Chairman of FreedomWorks; an author of Con-
tract With America; and U.S. House Majority Leader from 1995 to 2003) 
said, “Frustrated Americans began taking their grievances to the streets 
and the tea party movement was born.  Just as the original Boston Tea 
Party was a grass-roots rebellion against overbearing government, tea 
party participants are reacting to government that has grown too large.” 

 The next Georgia Tea Party was held on April 15, 2009, and 
FOX News pundit Sean Hannity broadcast his show from the Georgia 
State Capitol steps.  The Georgia Department of Public Safety estimated  
15,000 freedom-loving Americans attended. 

 On July 3, 2009, approximately 7,000 motivated Americans 
attended the Cobb Tea Party Independence Day event at Jim R. Miller 
Park in Marietta, Georgia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photograph by John Delves – GFRW’s own Ellen Worley (hat), Mary Carzoli, 
and Donna Rowe (flag sweater) and Darryl Wilson (Cobb County Republican 
Women’s Club Associate Member and Cobb GOP 1st Vice Chair)  

 Only non-politicians were allowed to speak.  The goal was for 
the politicians to listen to the people instead of the people listening to the 
politicians.  Also, no politicans were allowed to be sponsors. 

 Many participants held signs and stomped their feet to show 
support as Herman Cain broadcast his WSB radio show.  Musical 
guests Banks & Shane entertained the crowd with fun sing-alongs and 
patriotic music.  Guest speakers gave rousing speeches about taxes, 
legal immigration, healthcare, and why it matters that “We the People” 
are taking a stand against tyranny.  In the photo below, Diana Younts of 
Kennesaw and Gail Avrill of Sandy Springs enjoyed attending this patri-
otic event. 

 

Big-spending politicians beware: Organized tax-
payers are watching votes and are getting ready 

for Election Day — Dick Armey 
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The Tea Party Movement 
By Mary Van Brink 
GFRW Publications Committee 
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Hold yourself responsible for a higher 
standard than anybody else expects of you. 

Henry Ward Beecher 

 

 Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

We the People 

 The overriding goals of the Tea Party Movement are 
to focus on the following points: 

• Teach supporters about the principles of liberty and lim-
ited government, as described in the Constitution and 
other documents 

 
• Inform the public about current issues and provide ac-

cess to petitions and links 

• Organize and train the public to become involved with 
the political process and address public policy issues 

• Concentrate our attention on taxation and government 
spending issues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information: 

www.cobbteaparty.com – Over 1000 people have volun-
teered to help with the next Cobb Tea Party event sched-
uled for September 12, 2009.  The organization promotes 
tax and spending reform. 

www.americansforprosperity.org – Learn about the mechan-

ics of our government by discussing the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and Constitution.  Americans for Prosperity Geor-
gia holds “Next Step” training for those who want to get in-
volved in effective grassroots activism, focusing on commu-
nication with elected officials and through the media.” AF-
PGA lists classes in their newsletter, provides a Tea Party 
planning checklist, and offers advisory services. 

www.AmericanSolutions.com/TeaParty - Order the Ameri-
can Solutions Toolkit for Tea Parties, which includes solu-
tions for Jobs & Prosperity, a few handouts about solutions 
relating to spending and taxes, and a checklist to evaluate 
where our elected officials stand on the issues. 

Photograph by John Delves and Judy True 

We’re crazy about the Declaration of Independ-
ence.  We’re crazy about the Constitution.  And 

we’re crazy about the greatest country in the 
world. — Herman Cain 

The Tea Party Movement 

Taxed Enough Already! 

VOICEs columnist Mary Van Brink  is a member of the 
GFRW Publications Committee.  Mary has a degree in 
journalism and has worked as a technical writer for 
companies such as EDS, General Motors, IBM, First 
Union (now Wachovia), and she currently works at 
Solvay Pharmaceuticals in Alpharetta, GA.  She is a 
member of the Cobb County Republican Women’s 
Club. 
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 Introduction – With the economy 
being in the forefront of Americans' minds 
these days, I thought it would be appropriate 
to focus on books with an economic theme. 

 I.O.U.S.A.: One Nation. Under 
Stress. In Debt. 
by Addison Wig-
gin and Kate 
Incontrera with a 
forward by 
David Walker 

 The 
first book is 
I.O.U.S.A., 
which is unusual 
because it is a 
documentary 

that was made into a book.  The authors, 
Addison Wiggin and Kate Incontrera, begin 
by giving a chilling account of the true eco-
nomic State of the Union.  For instance, in 
2008 the budget deficit was $482 billion, the 
national debt was about $11 trillion, and 
unfunded future liabilities for Medicare, 
Medicaid, and Social Security were esti-
mated to be about 8 to 10 times the size of 
the national debt. 

 Next, the authors cite four deficits  
they believe plague the United States econ-
omy - budget, savings, trade, and leader-
ship. 

 Budget Deficit – A major factor 
contributing to the budget deficit is an aging 
population that seeks an increasing amount 
of medical care, and who will be retiring in 
huge numbers in the near future.  Kathleen 
Casey-Kirschling, who is considered to be 
the first baby boomer, applied for Social 
Security on October 15, 2007.  About 80 
million more Americans will follow her lead 
during the next 20 years. 

 Personal Savings Deficit – The 
personal savings deficit is described in both 
absolute and relative terms.  In 2005 and 
2006, Americans actually spent more than 
they earned.  The last time America had a 

negative savings rate was in 1933 and 
1934.  In 2007, the savings rate was only 
about 1 percent, which represented about 2 
percent of U.S. GDP.  What is striking is that 
the Chinese personal savings rate is about 
40 percent of their GDP.  The low savings 
rate in recent years was fueled by Ameri-
cans refinancing their homes to take out 
cash, believing that they were still coming 
out ahead since the value of their homes 
was increasing.  However, this came to a 
crashing halt when the housing bubble 
burst. 

 Trade Deficit – The United States 
has the largest trade deficit in the world.  
However, there is no consensus among 
economists whether this is bad for the coun-
try.  In fact, deceased economist Milton 
Friedman (one of my heroes) believed trade 
deficits meant  American consumers were 
getting a wider variety of goods for a lower 
price.  On the other side of the argument are 
those who believe  long-term trade deficits 
result in fewer jobs for Americans.  Warren 
Buffett takes a more balanced approach by 
supporting trade deficits, as long as they are 
not large and persistent. 

 Leadership Deficit – The chapter 
on the leadership deficit was the weakest in 
the book.  First, there was no clear definition 
of leadership, although there was a subtle 
message that good leaders need to be will-
ing to give people bad news, and tell them 
to expect less.  Second, this chapter 
smacked of Bush-bashing, and failed to 
acknowledge the cumulative impact of 
American economic policy over several 
decades.  But what troubled me most about 
this chapter, and this book, is it did not lay 
out a positive agenda of action items that 
would lead this country out of these deficits.  
In this republic, we rely on our leaders to 
champion ideas and solve problems.  This 
book did not focus enough on free-market 
solutions, such as the Flat or Fair Tax, per-
sonal retirement accounts, and medical 
savings accounts.  Self government comes 
with responsibility.  The leadership deficit is 

really a deficit of character among voters 
who fail to elect leaders who will champion 
these free-market solutions. 

 Interviews – The second part of 
the book is a series of interviews with sev-
eral of the country's most revered economic 
minds, including Alice Rivlin, William Bon-
ner, Robert Rubin, Peter G. Peterson, Ron 
Paul, Paul A. Volcker, Dr. Alan Greenspan, 
Warren Buffett, James Areddy, Paul O'Neill, 
Arthur Laffer, and Steve Forbes.  There 
were a wide range of opinions expressed in 
these interviews, and not everyone (notably 
Warren Buffett) thought the situation was as 
dire as did others.  There were differing 
opinions about tax cuts, a return to the gold 
standard, the trade deficit, and the role of 
the Federal Reserve, but what struck me 
most was everyone agreed the Federal tax 
system needs to be drastically simplified, 
and entitlement spending needs to be dras-
tically reformed. 

 Conclusion – For all its facts and 
figures, this book was a surprisingly quick 
and compelling read.  It is organized well, 
and the interviews give a glimpse into some 
of the greatest economic minds of our time.   

Hardcover: 288 pages / ISBN-10: 
0470222778 / ISBN-13: 978-0470222775 

John David (JD) Van 
Brink earned his MBA 
from Tennessee Tech-
nological University.  
He has worked at Olin 
Corporation, EDS, 
General Motors, IBM, 
Barclay’s American 
Bank, Duke Power, and 
The Institute for Nu-
clear Power Operations 
(INPO).  JD now works 

as a software developer at one of the largest 
credit card processing companies in the world, 
Total System Services (TSYS), in Kennesaw, 
GA.  He enjoys reading books on a variety of 
topics including history, philosophy, and politics.  
Van Brink is a regular columnist for VOICES, the 
GFRW Magazine. 

 The Book Nook: Economics 101 
By J.D. Van Brink 
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Many of you have read Stephen Covey’s 7 Habits of Highly Effec-
tive People – a best-selling book on Leadership.  Covey defined seven 
habits that effective people/leaders share.   Likewise - there are a number 
of habits that help to insure the effectiveness of clubs in the Federation.  
This “Lesson on Leadership” identifies ten habits to help make your club a 
success.  Each habit is followed by examples of activities practiced by 
successful clubs and other organizations throughout Georgia.  

 
 Highlight the activities your club could implement in order 
to improve club effectiveness.  

 
Build strong relationships with your constituents 
• Establish and maintain a working relationship with your local 

GOP officers.  
• Enable political office holders to be a part of local club activities. 
• Showcase local politicians, community officials, and candidates 

in community forums or as speakers at club meetings. 
• Invite Young Republican leaders to your club meetings and give 

them opportunities to participate.  
• Take the lead in contacting other Republican groups to co-

sponsor community political events. 
 
Establish and maintain a program for new members. 
• Provide an annual orientation meeting for new and returning 

members.  
• Provide new members with a welcome notebook or folder which 

includes names and contact information for other members, club 
bylaws, schedule of meetings and events, and a description of 
officer/committee duties and activities. 

• Engage new members.  Provide visible opportunities for them to 
serve on committees and to take part in the scheduled programs 
offered by the club.  Invite them to be on committees. 

• Provide permanent membership badges for all members. 
 

Recruit members 365 days of the year. 
• Look for ladies (and men - to be associate members) throughout 

your community. 
• Attend church and civic functions and be alert to other women 

who would enjoy the work of the local club. 
• Assign a member to be the club’s liaison with the local 

“Newcomers Club.”  Invite newcomers to local club meetings. 
• Encourage all club members to wear their badges at community 

functions. 
• Provide a discounted first year membership for new members. 
 
Improve your local community service.   
• Seek projects and activities that will provide value to your com-

munity.  
• Schedule information forums and panels featuring local commu-

nity officials. 
•  Participate in the functions and events of other community or-

ganizations. 
• Assign each club officer to attend and represent the local club at 

tings of other organi-
zations, (i.e. Chamber 
of Commerce, local 
school board meetings, county commissioners meetings, New 
Comers Club, The Optimist Club and others). 

• Sponsor local Education and Literacy Projects (i.e. Mamie Ei-
senhower Library Project, a Favorite Teacher Award, a Diction-
ary Project – See the GFRW Handbook for more information). 

• Send club representatives to the “Teacher Appreciation Day” 
activity sponsored by the Local Chamber of Commerce. 

 
Participate in the planning and record keeping necessary  
for winning Awards. 
• Consult the GFRW Handbook for guidelines for each of the fol-

lowing awards: 
       NFRW Local Achievement Award 
       NFRW Campaign Volunteer Award (Club & Individual) 
              GFRW Tribute to Women 
• Provide opportunities to enable your members to participate in 

the services needed to win NFRW Awards for your club.  
• Establish and maintain a procedure for documenting award re-

lated activities of members.  
• Assemble documentation for Achievement Awards and send to 

GFRW President by June 1. 
 
Attend State and National Federation meetings.  
• Attend GFRW Board Meetings. (The local club President is a 

member of the Georgia Federation Board and is expected to 
attend each state board meeting.)  

• Recommend local officers and club members for assignment to 
state committees.   

• Urge local officers and members to attend state meetings.   
• Encourage local members to seek ways to become part of the 

committee structure of the State/National Federation. 
• Attend NFRW Board Meetings.  (The state President attends 

National Federation meetings and extends frequent invitations to 
others in the Federation to accompany her.)  

 
Perform administrative/reporting tasks in a timely manner 
• Schedule dates and procedures for filing reports required by the 

local club, GFRW and NFRW.  
• Remind members when membership renewals are due. 
 Post due dates for reporting tasks on the club website and in the 

club newsletter. 
• Post emails to officers and club chairmen for their input into 

NFRW//GFRW reports. 
• Hold each other accountable for performing duties, filing reports 

and maintaining “attention to details”.  
 
Build bonds of friendship within your club. 
• Provide time for socializing in order to give members opportuni-

ties to become genuine friends.  
(Continued on Next Page) 

Highly Effective Clubs 
Lesson on Leadership By Judy True 
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Membership! 
Social Networking: A Membership Tool 

By Sheila Galbreath, Chairman, Membership Committee    

Sheila Galbreath  is Chairman of the GFRW 
Membership Committee.  She attended Armstrong 
State College in Savannah.  Sheila has been 
employed as a legal assistant paralegal for the 
past 30 years.  She currently designs and markets 
handcrafted jewelry.  Sheila is a member of the 
GFRW Publications Committee and a regular 
columnist in VOICES. 

Judy True,  retired professor from 
North Georgia College & State Univer-
sity, is a well known author on organiza-
tional leadership topics.  She chaired a 
variety of state and international com-
mittees and founded LEADER—an 
international  special interest group.  
Judy helped start Young Republicans 
groups in Atlanta in the 60’s.  She is a 
member of the Republican Women of 
Forsyth County, chairs the GFRW Pub-
lications Committee, and edits VOICES. 

I never thought that at the age of 51 I would venture into a social 
networking website.   Quite frankly, I didn’t think I would have anything in com-
mon with any of the mainstream social networking sites and had depended 
entirely on my email contacts to stay in touch with club members and friends.  
Then along came Facebook.  My interest in Facebook was tweaked by Kelly 
Campbell our GFRW Treasurer, and after a brief tutorial from Kelly I decided 
to give it a try.  Since creating a Facebook page for me and the Savannah 
Area Republican Women (SARW), our club membership has steadily in-
creased.  I highly recommend that every club create a Facebook page with 
links to GFRW and NFRW.  You will be pleasantly surprised.  The Facebook 
connection within our organization can help us maintain a camaraderie that 
can otherwise be lost in such a geographically large state.  Facebook and 
other social networking sites can serve as tools to promote awareness of our 
organization.  After all, awareness is number one in the membership lifecycle. 

 
“The five major phases in the membership lifecycle are:  

• Awareness 
• Recruitment 
• Engagement 
• Interdependence 
• Renewal” 

 
For our not so “tech savvy” members we need to continually rein-

force the need to renew membership and to make them feel welcome in our 
tech savvy world many see as not so friendly.  I encourage clubs to ask for 
volunteers willing to teach those members interested in becoming more “tech 
savvy” to do so.   Not only will this benefit your club, the Georgia Federation 
and the Republican Party you just might be making a major difference in 
someone’s life. 

 
Lastly, never underestimate the power of word of mouth.  I person-

ally carry business cards that identify me as a GFRW and SARW member.  
When in the course of conversation, as it always does for me, I bring up 
GFRW or SARW; I am prepared to hand out a card.   It works.   

 
Remember together “Yes We Can.” 

• Plan an annual Party/Dinner or holiday gift exchange.  
• Maintain a committee to call or send cards to members in 

need of encouragement at times of crisis. 
• Include spouses in social functions – to grow the Associate 

Member Roll as well as to build personal bonds. 
 
Provide political education opportunities for members and the 

community. 
• Organize forums and panels featuring local community offi-

cials.  
• Transmit NFRW news, releases, Capital Connections etc. to 

all members and local GOP leaders. 
• Transmit GFRW E-News, Legislative Up-dates and issues of 

VOICES magazine to all members and local GOP leaders and 
local community leaders. 

• Provide a club information table at community events, i.e. 
County Fairs, Community Picnics. 

 
Build a strong communications and public relations program 
• Prepare and maintain a local club website. 
• Post up-coming events on the club website and send email 

reminders to members. 
• Contact the local Chamber of Commerce and request they 

offer a link to your website. (Many provide free website links.) 
• Provide flyers/brochures to the Chamber of Commerce for the 

Information Center at the Chamber office. 
• Forward the club newsletter to members and other interested 

parties through emails or through posting on the club website. 
• Send pictures and information of club activities to GFRW for 

posting on the E-News and in VOICES magazine. 
• Establish a service enabling each member to have a club 

email address, i.e. SueSue@RWFC.com 
• Get on a “first name” basis with someone at your local news-

paper. Enlist their help with publicity. 
 
References: 
 Covey, S.R. (1989). The 7 habits of highly effective people.  

 New York: Simon & Schuster 
 Dawson County GA Chamber of Commerce (2009). Open 

 door opportunities: Dawson County Chamber of 
 Commerce benefit checklist. (Available from 
 Marty Williams, Dawson County Chamber of 
 Commerce, Dawsonville, GA) 

         Miller, K. (Spring 2009). 11 habits of highly effective collegiate 
 chapters. The Triangle. 9, 8-10. 

Effective Clubs—Continued 
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2009 Reagan Club 
 Members of the Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women have the opportunity to become a member of the 2009 
Ronald Reagan Club.  Memberships enable GFRW to achieve 
the organization’s goals for the Republican cause in Georgia.  
Your contribution makes it possible for GFRW to: 
 
• Maintain the website, www.gfrw.org 
• Print educational materials 
• Post the on-line magazine . . . VOICES 
• Post the weekly E-News to your e-mail address 
• Form new clubs and support existing clubs. 
 
 We welcome your contribution as a Reagan Club Mem-
ber ($100) or as a Sustaining Member ($25).  Your local club 
can also join the Reagan Club .  Membership dues support  
GFRW’s efforts to advance the participation of Republican 
Women in all areas of politics and to promote Republican candi-
dates and philosophy. 
 
 Members are entitled to a special pin (see the round pin 
above).  Members are also recognized on the website and they 
enjoy VIP seating at GFRW Board of Directors meetings and 
functions.  Sustaining members are also recognized on the web-
site. 

 
2009 Reagan Club 

 
RW of Henry County 
Cobb County RWC 

Greater Gwinnet RWC 
Griffin-Spalding RWC 

Elizabeth Bartley 
Lydia Hallmark 
John Oxendine 
Ivy Oxendine 

Chris Walderman 
 

Add your name 
And the name of your club. 

Join today! 
www.gfrw.org 

 
 
 
 
Check one:   ___ Reagan Club Membership $100,  
       ___ Sustaining Membership $25 
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
Club ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________________________ 
City _______________________________ State ____  ZIP __________________________ 
Telephone ______________________________ 
E-Mail Address _________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Preferences:  
__ plain text only, __ rich text color, __ PDF attachment, __ WORD Attachment. 
 
Mail this form and a check payable to GFRW to: 
 Mille Rogers, 4874 Kings Valley Drive, Roswell, GA 30075 
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  Anne Mueller is the 
GFRW  District Director for the 
first district.  She was born in 
Atlanta and has lived in Sa-
vannah for 45 years.  She is 
the widow of Hans “Whitey” 
Mueller with whom she has 
three children, nine grandchil-

dren and eight great-grandchildren.  
 
 Anne served as State Representative from Chatham County 
for twenty years.  During that time she served on various committees 
including the House Appropriations Committee, House Ethics Commit-
tee, House Natural Resources & Environment Committee, and House 
Rules Committee . . . She has been one busy women!  Anne was the 
Republican caucus secretary for ten years.  She worked to protect our 
water resources and still remains concerned that Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery (ASR) will be allowed without a thorough study of the conse-
quences. 
 
 After leaving the General Assembly, Anne was appointed by 
Governor Perdue to the Board of Human Resources (DHR) in Septem-
ber of 2003.  Anne continues to work hard to address the mental health 
needs of our community. 
 
 Anne is a Registered Medical Technologist having graduated 
from the School of Medical Technology of Grady Memorial Hospital and 

holds a BS degree from UGA in Zoology.  She is a member of Windsor 
Forest Baptist Church and teaches a Sunday School class of adult 
women.  Anne serves on the finance and kitchen committees.  She also 
belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, having held 
several offices including Exalted Ruler, and is now on the Board of Trus-
tees. 
 
 Anne has been a major advocate of removing mental health, 
developmental disabilities and addictive diseases from the Board  of 
Human Resources (DHR) control to become a stand alone department.  
A bill was passed during the 2009  Legislative Session addressing this 
issue and will become law as soon as it is signed by the Governor. 
 
 For thirty years or more, Anne has been a member of the Sa-
vannah Area Republican Women’s Club.  She served as secretary, vice-
president and program chairman (twice). 
 
 Anne attended two national Republican Conventions.  She 
was a delegate to the National Convention held in New Orleans and an 
alternate to the Houston Convention.  She has served on the Executive 
Committee of the Georgia GOP and been a delegate at numerous 
county, district and state conventions. 
 
Information regarding Anne Mueller comes from the Savannah Area Republican 
Women’s Newsletter, edited by Sheila Galbreath.  

 

GFRW District Director Profile 
Anne Mueller 
First District Director 

 With many Congressional leaders heading home for the month of August, many citizens are re-
flecting on how to urge their congressmen to insist on more time to read the voluminous bills flowing 
through Congress—like Niagara Falls.  Granted these folks need a “rest,” but . . . not yet! 
 
 Perhaps IBDeditorials.com (Investor’s Business Daily) has the right idea.  The July 10th issue 
posed  “Congress Needs A Read-The-Bill Bill.”  Before voting on health care, IBD had in mind another bill 
Congress should take up.  “This one should be short, just a few words, it would be far more important to the 
future of the republic than fevered legislation establishing a public option for health care coverage or vainly 
trying to manipulate the climate.  This humble bill would simply require each member of Congress to sign a 
document saying he or she had read the legislation in full before they could vote for it.” 
 
 IBD also proposed “any bill that requires lawmakers to read legislation and to swear they’ve done 
so before voting for it should also include a provision that says the bills have to be available online for the 
public to read before they’re brought to the floor for a vote.”  The group . . . Let Freedom Ring . . . Is asking 
our lawmakers to promise they will read legislation before voting on it.  How does this sound to you?   

Editor 
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TECH Talk: About Tables 
 I know . . . what in the world is so techni-
cal about a table?  Unless you are a carpenter or 
furniture designer there is probably absolutely noth-
ing you think you need to know technically about a 
table.  On the other hand, if you need to organize 
information for your club, church . . .  tables in Micro-
soft Word can be a useful option.  (Using the tab key 
sometimes scatters information all over the page.  
Continued hammering of the space key isn’t any 
better.)  Try making tables with Microsoft Word. You 
might like it. 
 
 Tables 101:  If you are using Microsoft 
Word or even WordPerfect there should be a TAB at 
the top of the pages that simply states “Table.”  Click 
on the Tab and the first option to normally appear will be “Insert” and of 
course, we want to insert a table into our current document so click on 
Table.  The table will be inserted into your document at the location of 
your cursor.  When the Table Tab is opened it will give you the option of 
choosing the number of columns and rows you will need.  Columns go 
down the table, rows go across.  Each block within your table is called a 
“cell.”   Cells act like a page within a document. 
 

  So let’s organize some information:  To 
determine how your table will appear and act, simply 
click on your right mouse button and you will see a 
host of options for the table.  Table Properties will 
become your major source for options within your 
table.  
 
 When you reach the end of a row or have 
placed all of the information needed within a cell, 
simply tab to get to the next cell or row.  Cells will 
expand to accommodate the data you place in them.  
The top row of the table is called the “Header Row.”  
To have the “Header Row” repeat across the top of 
every subsequent page, right click within the header 
row, select Table Properties, then the Row Tab, then 

select “repeat as header row across top of each page.”   
 
 The key to working with tables is to have fun and realize you 
can control the way the data looks instead of it controlling you.  So even 
if you think this is clear as mud, give it a try I think you will be pleasantly 
surprised. 

HEADER ROW Name Last Name First Address Phone # Dues 
Paid 
Date 

  

 
           CELL 

Galbreath Sheila Richmond Hill      

  
  

 True Judy Atlanta       

  Rogers Millie Atlanta       
ROW ACROSS             

By Sheila Galbreath 

 
Our globe-trotting president needs to stop and take a break and quit gallivanting all around.   

I think (chief of staff) Rahm Emanuel ought to get some Gorilla Glue  
and put it  in that chair in the Oval Office and say, “Sit here awhile”.  (Zell Miller) 

Quoted  by Aaron H. Sheinin, (July 17, 2009). Miller likens Obama’s Ways to Paris Hilton,” Atlanta Journal and Constitution, B-1. 

The Tech Talk column in this issue of VOICES features  
Sheila Galbreath, GFRW Membership Chairman,  sharing hints for constructing tables.  

If you have  technical information you would like to share with other Republican Women,  
please contact Judy True at  judytrue@hotmail.com 
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Newsletter Hints! 
By Allie Gelineau,  GFRW Publications Committee 
 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

 

 So, you are thinking 
about starting a Club News-
letter.  In the last VOICES, 
Newsletter Hints contained a 

summary of four basic steps in the process: Thought, Tal-
ent/Team, Tools and Time. 
 
 This installment details step #1—the “Thought” or 
focus of your newsletter.   
 
 It is said “If you don’t know where you’re going, any 
path will do.”  As active, energetic, and focused women on a 
mission, you have no time for rabbit trails or distractions.  
Take time at the beginning to determine the point of having 
a newsletter in the first place--before you ever start writing 
and organizing inputs.  It may sound simplistic, but just pick 
up any magazine or newspaper, or remember the times 
when you had to sift through page after page hunting for 
“the good stuff.”  Your newsletter should only have “the good 
stuff.”    
 
 Don’t model your newsletter off of the ones in your 
email box just for expediency’s sake (unless maybe it’s 
VOICES).  The purpose of most periodicals is to make 
money.  Writers may do it in interesting, unique ways, but 
the purpose is renumeration.  What is your purpose?  Yes, 
you want to be informative, relevant.  Get more specific.  
Determine what your Club thinks would be informative and 
relevant. For example, if your group enjoys dialog about 
what is going on in Washington right now, consider a review 
of current legislation at the federal level and how it will im-
pact your community.  

 You probably want to announce upcoming events, 
and document what just happened. Is there something re-
curring, such as the Tea Parties, that the group seems to 
participate in, time after time? Is there a particular issue of 
significance in your local community, such as traffic? You 
may consider a “Latest Teas” or “Traffic Watch” column to 
track actions by government officials and otherwise promote 
accountability.   
 
 If members are interested in political books, how 
about a recommended reading segment or type of book 
share site?  What is your group doing that ought to be en-
couraged?  Don’t just write for writing’s sake.  Write to in-
spire action.  Write to educate.  Promote Republican values 
and principles.  Whatever your thoughts, spend time with 
them, write them down, and refer to them often.   
 
 So go ahead…  collect your thoughts! 
 
Next article:  Talent and Team 

Allie Gelineau, a Command Watch Analyst at First 
Army, Fort Gillem,  has edited newsletters for 
several years and draws on a wide background of 
experience.  She is President of the Republican 
Women of Henry County and 13th Congressional 
District Chairman.  She served as 1st Vice Chair 
of the Henry County GOP.  Allie is a member of 
the GFRW Publications Committee and is now a 
regular columnist with VOICES, the GFRW Maga-
zine. 

RNC 2009 Women’s Summit 
 GFRW President Millie Rogers along with 14 Republican women from Georgia attended 
the RNC 2009 Women’s Summit on June 25, 2009 at the RNC Headquarters in Washington, 
D.C.  All attendees were nominated by their Georgia Congressmen.  (Rogers was nominated by 
Congressman Phil Gingrey.) 
 
 The RNC Women’s Program focused on forming engaging effective grassroots organiza-
tions, ensuring open two-way communication tactics, harnessing the advancements of new me-
dia, and most importantly, recruiting viable candidates to win elections.  Panels and presentations 
included information on polling, legislative issues, new media practices, coalition-building and a 
vision for the future of the GOP. 
 
 The Summit took place in the Presidential Dining Room at the Capitol Hill Club. 
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GFRW’s 
Web Site 

 

Please go to www.gfrw.org to 
enjoy our website.  We hope 
that the  clean, modern look 
and user-friendly design  will 

make your GFRW web  
experience a pleasure. 


