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Attention  
Club Presidents 

Are your members missing out on im-
portant email announcements and 

emailed publications?  
Update your club membership address-

es and email addresses with : 
  

 Kelly Campbell, GFRW Treasurer, 
344 McCook Dr. 

Kennesaw, GA 30144 
kellyc620@yahoo.com 

 

  We Have the Power  
  If We Use It! 
 It is significant to all women that 
Senator John McCain selected a woman 
as his Vice Presidential running mate in 
August; the anniversary month of the pas-
sage of the 19th Amendment which gave 
women the Right to Vote.  Women must 
stand up and be counted in this 2008 elec-
tion! But first - we must look back at histo-

ry and then honor it by supporting and voting for the John McCain/Sarah Palin ticket 
on November 4th. 
 
 In 1870, African American men were permitted to vote. It wasn’t until 1920 
American women were allowed to vote. It took 50 years for white male voters to see 
the cruel and unforgiveable lack of fairness in the status of women and minorities 
between 1870 and 1920.  The WOMEN, the suffragettes, forced the issue and cham-
pioned their own defense of the RIGHT to vote. Men eventually acceded to their calls 
for justice but women brought the issue to the forefront. 
 
 Now, in 2008 our nation of voters, especially women voters are confronted 
with two choices in this presidential race. Which ticket do we vote for to assume the 
awesome job of President of the United States?  
 
 Do we vote for an Obama/Biden ticket which includes an African American 
with personable and oratorical skills, but with no executive experience or track record 
of accomplishment in government, yet boasts that he will “change” the government? 
Do we accept that his selected Vice Presidential nominee can shore up his presiden-
cy until the newly elected President becomes well versed on the issues? 
 
 Or, do we vote for a McCain/Palin ticket which includes a Presidential can-
didate ready to assume power immediately – a candidate who already has a proven 
record of reform in government – and a ticket with a female Vice Presidential candi-
date with executive experience and a proven track record of accomplishment in 
“changing” government?  As Martin Luther King, Jr. stated, “Do not judge someone 
by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”  
 
Once again it is women who are called upon to stand up and claim their Right to 
seek high executive office.   Just as freedom needs to be defended and fought for… 
so does breaking through the glass ceiling!  
 
As women – we need to ask ourselves, “Who best represents our interests?” The 
time has come to defend those interests. Vote to achieve greater acceptance and 
respect for women in high office. Vote for what is right. Vote to advance women’s 
status in politics in America. We have the power if we use it!  We need to Vote 
McCain/Palin on November 4th but we also need to make sure other women vote this 
ticket too! 
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Letter from  Joyce Smith: 
NFRW Executive Committee  

Member-At-Large 
7th Regional Director 

     
 
Dear Georgia Federation Members, 
 
 It was such a pleasure to join you for the Georgia Federation Board Meeting.  It was obvious that the Georgia Federation is orga-
nized and consists of dedicated members striving to meet the basic purpose of the founders of the NFRW; election of Republicans!  I so 
enjoyed joining you on the Stomping for Republican Bus Caravan on Saturday.  The enthusiasm was unsurpassed and I wish I could bottle 
up your energy and enthusiasm to share across the United States!   
 
 I am so pleased that the Georgia Federation has surpassed last year’s membership and I want to congratulate all of you for your 
dedication in membership.  The Introductory Membership Incentive (IMI) is an excellent opportunity to grow each club even stronger in 
membership.  You can visit the NFRW website (NFRW.Org user name federation password 1938nfrw) download and print any of the infor-
mation on IMI.  At the top of the website just double click on "join us" and a new screen appears.  IMI is the third item listed.  Click on "go" 
and all of the materials will appear to view.   
 
 The next few weeks, prior to the election offer an outstanding opportunity to recruit new members.  Please feel free to go ahead 
and collect dues for 2009 from your new recruits, but if they are the least bit hesitant give them a complimentary membership to the end of 
2008.  This allows them to receive the benefits of membership with the NFRW (on line magazine, talking points, capitol connection, weekly 
updates etc., plus visit the NFRW website and learn more about the national organization.  It also gives each club the opportunity to invite 
new members to club meetings and get involved in grassroots projects the remainder of the campaign.  Please note that some women you 
approach simply do not have the time in their busy lives to be involved, but joining gives them the opportunity to be informed by receiving 
our talking points allowing them to become Ambassadors of Communication for our candidates.  That alone is a very important role.  We as 
an organization have to meet the needs of our members, not expect them to meet our expectations.  Joining to financially support our or-
ganizations is also important and as life moves on for these members and they have more time they will become active.   
 
 Less than an hour after the membership workshop at the Georgia Board Meeting, one of your members came up to me and said 
she had recruited 13 new members on the phone!  With enthusiasm like that, Georgia can easily become number one in membership 
growth for the 2009 convention!  Every member you recruit in IMI can become full paid members in 2009!  (I should point out that the 13 
new members recruited all have already paid their dues for 2009!) 
 
 I am wishing all of you happy campaign trails and the celebration of many Republican Victories!  Please let me know if there is 
anything I can ever do to assist you! 
 
Warmly, 
Joyce Smith 
NFRW Executive Committee Member-At-Large 
7th Regional Director 
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Editorial: Be An Informed Voter  
By Judy True, Editor  

Judy True is a retired professor from North Georgia College & State Uni-
versity.  Working through the International Reading Association, she is a 
well known author on organizational leadership topics.  She has chaired a 
variety of state and international committees and founded LEADER—an 
international  special interest group—served as President, newsletter editor 
and later as Executive Director.  Judy helped start Young Republicans 
groups in Atlanta in the 60’s.  She is a member of the Republican Women 
of Forsyth County and chairs the GFRW Publications Committee. 

 Not only is this the time for you to be an informed voter, it 
is also a critical time for you to help your friends, acquaintances and 
loved ones to be informed voters.  In the summer issue of VOICES, 
you were encouraged to do three things: 

Get out the vote 

Research the resumes of the candidates 

Research where each candidate stands on the issues 

that are important to you. 

 With the presidential election just days away, the cam-
paigns are in high gear,  and we are sprinting to what will probably 
be a very close finish.  Make the most of the time left to influence this 
vote.  Continue to update your information and share your research 
with other voters in your personal network.  Forward your political 
findings to your email friends. 

 The play of events has prompted frequent changes or 
modifications to candidates’ stands on issues. Some have made 
changes called for by events.  Others have made changes in order 
to say what they think the public wants to hear.  Voters must 
determine what is most important as they decide who will best lead 
and provide for our country.  Keep up with what the candidates are 
saying . . . an awesome task, but not impossible.   

 The internet continues to be a treasure trove of sites 
providing current information and up to date profiles of the candi-
dates.  In addition to the websites shared in the last issue, go to 
www.OnTheIssues.org.  Click on the picture of a candidate for back-
ground information and a summary of their stand on a variety of 
issues.  Also check out www.ProCon.org for a concise identification 
of where each candidate stands – pro or con – on 65 questions deal-
ing with the issues that are important in this presidential campaign. 

 Another valuable source is provided by Walter Anderson.  
Walter Anderson of Family Security Matters 
(www.familysecuritymatters.org/publications/id.868/pub_detail.asp)   
Anderson’s exclusive “Election 2008 – Know Your Candidate” is a 
summary of several sites - as well as his view point on candidates’ 
slogans.  He describes MCain’s “Country First” slogan as fitting his 
military experience and the years he has served in the US Senate.  

 We can be assured that 
McCain will continue to put country 
first as President.   (McCain must help 
voters know the real man and who he 
really is - as opposed to a young, inex-
perienced Obama.)  Anderson sug-
gests the following internet resources 
for your continued research and reading (Google the titles): 

National Journal Profiles (background information on each 

candidate) 

Open  Secrets (current financial data) 

Vote Smart (biographical information, voting records, issue 

stance, endorsements.) 

Fact Check or PolitiFact (verification checks of whether or not 

a statement or accusation may be true, misstated or false.) 

Political Information (Anderson says this is the granddaddy of 

such sites and is a collection of over 5,000 selected politi-

cal and policy websites sorted in a variety of ways – de-

pending on how you want your information.  It is apparently 

a popular site for “journalists, political junkies, students and 

political professionals.”  It has current and historical infor-

mation available with the click of a mouse.)  

You and I  have an unwritten “Contract” with our  country - 

a contract requiring us to be informed voters.  Like 

most real estate contracts, that contract contains the 

statement—“Time is of the essence.” 

      

     

Palin Knows Energy! 
 Sarah Palin's already figured out how to deliver energy to the U.S. without Congress — by championing 
state legislation to create a 1,712-mile natural gas pipeline across Canada to the U.S.  It was a major feat, negotiat-
ing with the Canadian government, educating lawmakers and getting the public behind her. In a decade, the $30 
billion project could ship 4.5 million cubic feet of gas a day from the North Slope to Houston's air conditioners, Iowa's 
farm machines and Boston's winter furnaces.  There's little doubt this is the kind of leadership the U.S. needs.  
(INVESTOR'S BUSINESS DAILY, Posted Tuesday, September 2, 2008 4:20 PM ) 
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Guest Editorial:  Potential for Voter Fraud  

By Mary Van  Brink, Cobb County Republican Women’s Club 

 It is my belief by reading newspaper articles and by lis-
tening to Fox News that the Obama campaign machine is manipu-
lating the system, playing on the system’s limitations and people’s 
tendency toward taking the easy route to gather voter registrations 
at the last minute.  Getting people to register is good.  But, condon-
ing the practices of allowing people to register and immediately 
vote before the county election offices have an opportunity to vali-
date their identity is wrong.  Although an appeal was made by the 
Ohio state Republican Party asking to stop same-day registration 
and voting, the state and federal courts upheld the law.  It is very 
unlikely that every registration card completed over the past couple 
of weeks can be verified before the election because there is not 
enough staff to do so.  There may be time to add them to a data-
base, but not verify their addresses are accurate.   

 According to the Georgia Secretary of State’s office, as of 
October 1, the state had registered 406,379 new voters this year, 
which is 9% more than during the same period in 2004.  Fortunate-
ly, in the state of Georgia, photo identification is required to vote.  
This hasn’t stopped Obama’s paid employees who have been dis-
persed nationwide to gather “rushed” voter registrations from de-
mographics including the young, captive jail inmates, the elderly, 
and Ohio voters.  Last week the DeKalb sheriff’s office helped 376 

jail inmates to process their absentee ballots and 441 inmates reg-
istered, enabling them to vote in the November 4th election.  In-
mates who have not yet been convicted of a felony may vote legal-
ly.  In Georgia, felons who have completed their sentences are 
eligible to vote. 

 A co-worker conveyed a story to me on Friday, October 
3rd.  Gretel’s 15-year-old son, Daniel, was approached at a mall in 
Alpharetta, GA.  A campaigner approached him and asked him if he 
was registered to vote.  He explained he was too young, but the 
person told him, “Oh, it’s okay.  Go ahead.”  Daniel did complete 
the form.  When he returned home, he told his mother, “Mom, I’m 
registered to vote.”  Gretel’s response was, “WHAT?”  Perhaps the 
campaigner was brought in from another state and didn’t realize the 
law in Georgia requires photo identification.  What happens if Dan-
iel tries to vote and the poll worker verifies he is who he says he is 
and  he lives where he says he lives, but the poll worker doesn’t 
check Daniel’s age?  It’s probably going to happen, underaged 
people will vote and their votes will count.  In this circumstance, the 
count for either candidate will be fraudulent.  

 I predict the winner will not be declared for weeks after 
November 4, 2008. 

 
Voting Irregularities: Quick Summaries 

 
The radical left-wing ‘community organizer’ group ACORN, which community organizer Al Sharpton has praised for its "cutting edge" voter registration 
techniques, is doing all it can to steal the presidential election in Michigan. According to the Detroit Free Press, several municipal clerks across the state 
have reported fraudulent and duplicate voter registration applications, and most of them come from ACORN. The group has reportedly registered 
200,000 voters in Michigan in recent months, and brags that it has registered 1.1 million voters in the current election cycle. Its goal is to register 1.5 
million voters this cycle.  ( Reported by the Capital Research Center: Briefly Noted 2008 in www.Townhall.com, Oct. 7, 2008) 
 
ACORN, the "community organizer" group that has repeatedly been caught submitting voter registrations for nonexistent people  and other voting fraud, has pushed use of the Communi-
ty Reorganization Act of 1977 which in the 1990s required banks to make risky loans, in effect making it illegal to do due diligence before making loans.  (1) Barrack Obama, a very suc-
cessful community organizer in a sub organization of ACORN,  rose to the top of ACORN and became, first, their national trainer, then their attorney.  The 1993 Motor Voter Act allowed 
risky practices of registering people by mail and while getting driver's licenses without appearing before an election official. Illinois Governor Edgar refused to implement parts of Motor Voter 
he found unconstitutional. He was sued by attorney Barrack Obama on behalf of Acorn.  Obama won the suit in court. (2) ACORN cannot be audited or even tracked. It is comprised of 
154 organizations in the same building, thus  tracing funds will be futile. The current $700 billion bail-out bill in Congress included 20%, that's $140 billion, for community organizations 
including ACORN. Correction: The 20% for ACORN was in the Friday version of the bill, but not the Monday version. (Reported in Sound Politics: Sound Commentary on Current Events 
in Seattle, Puget Sound and Washington State. Posted on www.soundpolitics.com. Sept. 29, 2008) 
 
Dave Eberhart, Monday, Oct. 6, 2008 cited other factors raising the specter of massive balloting problems and allegations of voter fraud, including: 

• U.S. Senators Danforth and Rudman (McCain Palin 2008 Honest and Open Electon Committee) claim that some polling places are kept open longer on Election Day 
to favor one candidate over another.  They note Ohio voter registrations in the last election exceeded the number of voting-age people  n four counties and ask if this 
could happen this year. 

• Nevada—nearly 1,000 felons were registered illegally in 2004. 

• Wisconsin—Milwaukee election officials recently turned in 32 more voter registration workers to the DA’s office for possible prosecution (now total pending cases num-
ber 39). 

• Only half the states require some form of documentation in order to vote. 

• Another major concern this election is provisional balloting which allows voters not on the rolls to complete a ballot that will later count if they turn out to be an eligible 
voter. 

(Eberhart’s article “Vote Fraud 2008: The Coming Disaster?” is on www.Newsmax.com, Monday, Oct. 6, 2008, 5:39 PM)                                     
. 
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  If you are reading VOICES  you are a 
political junkie,  and more than likely you were 
glued to primetime TV the week of September 1 
watching the Republican National Convention. 
But what went on that was not televised? What 
was the Georgia Delegation doing during those 
other hours? The Peach State delegation was 
busy, here is our story. 
 
Saturday, August 30 The majority of dele-
gates, alternates and guests arrived in Minne-
apolis where we were warmly greeted at the 
airport and provided with complimentary snack 
boxes. Upon our arrival at the DoubleTree Min-
neapolis Park Place,  our home for the duration, 
we were again greeted by a welcoming banner 
and members of the host committee. No activi-
ties were scheduled for today, however many 
took advantage of the time to sightsee, social-
ize with friends or just rest in preparation for the 
busy schedule ahead. 
 
Sunday, August 31 Anticipation was in the air 
as we began the day getting our credentials, 
received our Georgia Delegation bag and lug-
gage tag as well as a convention bag full of 
goodies including a box of elephant shaped 
Kraft macaroni and cheese and my favorite 
item the book Faith of My Father’s by Senator 
McCain (if you have not read his book I encour-
age you to do so). Our first event was a Kick-off 
Breakfast Honoring the Georgia Delegation 
sponsored by Coca-Cola, Koch Industries and 

Georgia-Pacific held at our hotel. Chairman 
Sue Everhart provided a schedule update and 
information on what to expect over the next few 
days. There was definitely a buzz of excitement 
in the room not only about what was to come 
but primarily over the selection of Governor 
Palin as Senator McCain’s running mate!  
 
 Our first event outside the hotel was 
the 2008 Delegation Welcome Party at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center. We were given 
free admission to “Civic Fest” a non-partisan 
celebration of our country’s political history with 
exhibits of political memorabilia, replica of the 
Oval Office, two Presidential limousines, First 
Ladies Gowns and replica of an earlier Air 
Force One fuselage and more. Also, in the back 
of the exhibit hall was our first opportunity to 
shop for political and official convention items. 
The welcoming event was topped off with a 
showing of the movie An American Carol in-
cluding popcorn, candy, soda, American Carol 
ball caps and several cast members including 
Jon Voight sitting across the aisle. Because of 
the impending storm in the Gulf Coast there 
was great concern as to what the next day’s 
schedule would be like, we patiently waited for 
a decision to be made while praying for the 
safety of those in the area. 
 
Monday, September 1 The morning began 
with our State Party conference at 9 a.m. where 
we were informed the day’s program was being 

significantly adjusted due to Hurricane Gustav; 
we were only to have an afternoon session. 
Although we had been told security would be 
tight throughout the convention it really struck 
home when we boarded the bus and found a 
SWAT police officer sitting in the first seat. 
Shortly before our bus approached our exit to 
the St. Paul X-Cel Convention Center, police 
were noted on the overpasses and our exit 
ramp was guarded by two police cars and the 
ramp was closed to the public. At the conven-
tion center our bus was stopped for Secret 
Service to check the under side and when I 
looked up to the right I noted police on top of a 
building and to my left SWAT police kneeling 
looking around with machine guns; it really 
brought home again how our world had 
changed since 9/11.  
 
 Once we arrived at the convention 
center and departed the bus we received greet-
ings of “Welcome to Minnesota”, “Welcome to 
St. Paul”, “Hi, we’re glad you are here!” from 
volunteers lining the walkway; we truly did feel 
welcome and realized the journey we had so 
long anticipated really was becoming a reality! 
Upon entering the convention center and look-
ing down on the floor my immediate thought 
was the floor looks fantastic and the video of 
the flag waving in the background was really 
moving.  
 
 

2008 GOP Convention 
Minneapolis, MN 

A A A A Diary by  Melinda Mock 

Memoirs of the 2008 GOP Convention 
Minneapolis, MN 

By Melinda Mock 
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A map of the convention seating arrange-
ment resulted in easily finding the Georgia 
Delegation’s seating assignment, to the right 
of the stage and next to Arizona! Although 
we were all concerned about the Gulf Coast 
situation the business of the convention had 
to be conducted in accordance with the rules; 
planned speeches were not conducted and 
only Laura Bush and Cindy McCain spoke in 
person while videos were provided by the 
Gulf Coast Governors, all requested assis-
tance be given to victims of Hurricane Gus-
tav. The convention adjourned at approxi-
mately 5 p.m. Dinner at the hotel was a time 
to relax, and -  yes, talk politics late into the 
evening. Hospitality here is really great, we 
were even approached by the head 
chef to find out if the sweet ice tea 
and grits (made especially for us) 
met our standards. 
 
Tuesday, September 2 Today we 
were really in a convention mode! 
The day began with convention 
and delegation meetings at the 
hotel (separate meetings were 
required due to campaign finance 
laws). Among our speakers were 
former New York Governor Pataki, 
Andy McCain, Ron Young (Iraq 
POW from Marietta), Lee Ellis 
(POW who was in a cell 30-40 feet 
from McCain) and our own Saxby 
Chambliss. There were humorous 
moments - as well as very moving 
moments - while learning more 
about the character of the man 
who would become our nominee. 
We traveled by an old fashioned 
trolley to our next event, a recep-
tion sponsored by AT & T at Brit’s 
Pub in downtown Minneapolis. 
There we were joined by Con-
gressman Price and Governor 
Perdue for social time and more 
political talk; of course the focus of conversa-
tion was Governor Palin as our VP candi-
date. Then it was time to board the bus for 
the X-Cel Center. Our first stop after stepping 
off the bus was to enter the “Fox Experience” 
pavilion, the Fox News command center 
where we had the opportunity to see behind 
the scenes what it takes to televise a news 
show - as well meet some of the news an-
chors and contributors. After going through 
security (required at both stops to enter the 
Fox Experience and the X-Cel Center) we 
began the normal convention schedule at 
approximately 6:20 p.m., yes-  we started 

prior to prime time. The theme of the conven-
tion was “Country First” which was a thread 
through all of the various speeches. High-
lights of the evening included a tribute to 
Ronald Reagan, a personal speech by Laura 
Bush and President Bush by satellite. Did 
you notice the men and women standing in 
the aisles of the hall with red hats on? Their 
job was to be delegation “whips” to notify us 
when something was about to happen - such 
as the need to drown out a protestor; we had 
a terrific whip, Tom Liddy (Gordon Liddy’s 
son), who was very enthusiastic, did his job 
well and was a lot of fun. Since you were 
watching prime time TV the phrase, “you 
know the rest of the story” fits here. At some 

time around 10 p.m. central time we depart-
ed the convention center, boarded our bus 
and headed “home”, tired but having enjoyed 
the day and the camaraderie with fellow 
Republicans. 
 
Wednesday, September 3 The grits at this 
morning’s delegation breakfast meeting are 
improving! This morning’s delegation speak-
ers were Governor Perdue, Congressmen 
Phil Gingrey and Tom Price. The Governor 
related regarding Sarah Palin, “People are 
tired of slick tongued folks from within the 
beltway, she brings a consciousness of 

America.” Tom Price encouraged us to say 
“Governor” Palin rather than “Sarah” as a 
way of emphasizing her experience and 
ability to be the next VP. After the morning’s 
meetings we had a little free time, some took 
advantage of the time for sightseeing or 
shopping at the Mall of America while others 
attended other convention related functions. 
Our next function was a reception honoring 
Chairman Everhart and the Georgia Delega-
tion at our hotel sponsored by John Ox-
endine and Lifelock. Joining us were Herman 
Cain and Barry Goldwater, Jr. and as a sur-
prise - Newt Gingrich, who shared his 
thoughts with us. Another outstanding event 
for our delegation! There was definitely an air 

of excitement all day in anticipation of 
Governor Palin addressing the conven-
tion as well as making our party nomi-
nation official. Even before the call to 
order took place there was a buzz in 
the hall, everyone was in an upbeat 
mood. As you saw, Governor Palin 
gave an outstanding speech and then 
it was time for the roll call to nominate 
John McCain, history was in the mak-
ing and we all felt a part of it particular-
ly when Sue Everhart cast our 72 
votes for McCain! The hall erupted 
when Arizona cast their votes, McCain 
is our nominee! Exhausted but happy 
we returned to our hotel to call it a 
night. 
 
Thursday, September 4 Although the 
night before was a late one we arose 
early to start our day with breakfast 
together and our daily delegate and 
convention meetings. We were provid-
ed with Mimosa in goblets (with the 
Georgia GOP logo) as a keepsake of 
this outstanding experience. Prece-
dents had been set at our earlier meet-
ings with outstanding speakers, Chair-
man Everhart did not let us down this 

morning either! We heard from T. Boone 
Pickens, Casey Cagle, Karen Handel, John 
Oxendine, Glenn Richardson and Johnny 
Isakson - what a morning! Free time was 
again available for a couple of hours, many 
of us went back to the Minneapolis Conven-
tion Center to take advantage of the sales 
many of the political vendors were having 
prior to the close of the convention. At 3:30 
p.m. was a reception honoring the Georgia 
General Assembly sponsored by Novartis 
and then it back to the X-Cel Center for the 
final evening of the convention.  
 

Georgia Delegation members are in good spirits! 
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 Prior to primetime TV we heard many speakers, 
among the well known political figures were Mitch McConnell, 
Tom Pawlenty, and Bill Frist. The time had finally come for John 
McCain to speak, as you saw the hall went crazy but to be there 
was something to experience! “Country First” was our chant and 
was frequently used to drown out protestors in the hall. The bal-
loon drop was spectacular, the balloons kept coming; it was un-
believable! Red, white and blue balloons everywhere! We were 
so excited, cheering, batting the balloons and just having fun with 
each other. For the last time we boarded our bus, chattering 
about the evening’s experience and somewhat sad that the time 
we shared was about to be over - but alas, there was one last 
event for the Georgia Delegation; a reception at the hotel honor-
ing the Georgia Delegation hosted by Governor Perdue. Alt-
hough it was after 11 p.m. it was fun listening to a band that had 
come in from Georgia and sharing our thoughts about the week’s 
experiences with new and old friends. It was also a time to say 
“so long for now” knowing that many we would not see again 
until the next State Convention.  
 
 What a wonderful experience being a delegate to the Na-
tional Convention was for me personally. As you can see there is 
more to the convention than what you see on TV. There were so 
many outstanding moments beyond the historical aspect of the con-
vention. We all have experiences that were special to each of us. 
One particular moment was at the conclusion of a delegation meet-
ing when Gary Black sang “God Bless America”, as I stood there 
listening to his superb and moving voice several thoughts went 
through my mind and tears began to roll down my cheeks, I was 
feeling a sense of pride in being an American, I thought of my family, 
my political mentors who had passed away,  as well as the many 
events and friendships that brought me to this point. A new friend 
standing next to me noticed my emotions and expressed her con-
cern and all I could say was “I am so proud to be here”, she gave me 
a big hug. One experience we all have shared was getting to know 

those who had only been acquaintances in the past and meeting 
others from around the state as well as making new friends. I am a 
firm believer it is much easier to work for a common cause when you 
know those who join with you in your efforts; we may not always 
agree with one another but when you know the other person you can 
have a friendly discussion, agreeing to disagree when necessary. 
 
 To those of the 6th Congressional District who elected me 
to represent you I thank you! To Chairman Sue Everhart and the 
state party staff thanks for all of your efforts to make our experience 
an outstanding one.  To all, “thank you for the memories”!  
 

GFRW members having fun at convention! 

Letter to the Editor: Women for McCain!  
From Suzi Voyles, State Chairman, Georgia Women for McCain 

 We are just about to the finish line and the race is becoming even further defined.  The stark contrast between McCain and 
Obama could not be more evident than it has been with this current economic crisis.  McCain is putting “Country First” while Obama will  
“help out if he is needed.”  Just as the nation is becoming more focused on McCain as the only qualified choice, our job is becoming clear 
also.  We need to enlist as many women who will enlist ( others) to join into this battle for our country. 
 
 We have heard that Georgia is “not in play,” well—it is no time to become lax and to think that the 
job is over November 4.  The foundation we are building is not just for McCain, but for our future here in Geor-
gia and in the country. The larger we build this coalition, the better off we will stand.  There are a few things 
that you can do to be proactive and even make an impact nationally.  Please visit 
www.Georgia@WomenForMcCain.org to find out how you can make phone calls and even “deploy” to anoth-
er state needing our help. 
 
 Take flyers, signs, stickers and badges with you to your Republican Women’s Club meetings, Coun-
ty GOP meetings, church groups, social organizations, work etc. and distribute to all women who are support-
ing or thinking about supporting McCain-Palin. Encourage other women to visit 
www.GeorgiaWomenForMcCain.org and go to the SUPPORTERS page where they can sign up to become a part of this statewide wom-
en’s coalition.  Thank you so much for your help in spreading the word. 
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GFRW Stomping for Republicans   

 
 The Georgia Federation of Republican Women sponsored a “Stomping for Re-
publicans” bus caravan on Saturday, October 10, 2008.  The caravan was in conjunction 
with the 2008 GFRW  Fall Board Meeting on October 3rd, and the caravan went to Cobb 
Fulton, Barrow and Forsyth Counties.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Departing from the Marriott Atlanta NW Hotel on Interstate North Parkway, the 
bus made it’s first stop at the Cobb GOP Breakfast at Williamson’s Brothers Barbecue in 
Marietta.  From there, the bus went to the Fulton County GOP Headquarters in Sandy 
Springs where riders helped complete voter post cards and enjoyed political comments 
from local and state candidates.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 On to Winder, in Barrow County, and a stop at Big Stick Radio Station where 
several candidates riding the bus had a live radio opportunity.   The bus caravan’s last 
stop was at the tremendous Forsyth County Fair in Cumming.   
 
 Among those on board were GFRW President, Millie Rogers; Joyce Smith, 
NFRW Executive Committee member; Julianne Chambliss, wife of U.S. Senator Saxby 
Chambliss, State Commissioner John Oxendine, Georgia Court of Appeals candidates: 
Sara Doyle, Perry McQuire, Chris McFadden and Mike Sheffield. Babe Atkins Byrne,   
Suzi Voyles, Sara Snyder, Mary Van Brink, Melinda Mock, Judy True, Louise Little, Mary 
Lou Berghel, Holly Comer, and Susan Roberts  were among the GFRW passengers.  

 

S.S. Halliburton, 1957 
Halycon “Chon” Bell, 1960—1962 

Anne Bateman, 1962—1964 
      Rita Creeson & W.C. LeShanna,  

Oct. 1964—March, 1965 
Lee Ague Miller, 1965—1967 
Bootsie Calhoun, 1967—1968 

Virginia Estes Massey, 1968—1971 
Margaret Holliman, 1971—1975 

Lil McAfee, 1975—1977 
June Kidd, 1977—1979 

Kathie Miller, 1979—1983, 1989—1993 
Helen Van Waldner, 1983—1985 

Sandra Deyton, 1985—1987 
Reva Jennings, 1987—1989 
Sharon Jacoby, 1993—1997 
Emma Hinesley, 1997—2001 

Valerie Betz, 2001—2005 
 
 

 

Past Presidents 

Of the  

Georgia Federation of 

Republican Women 

 

On Line  
Publications  

  
 Like GFRW’s VOICES, the 
National Federation Magazine—
Republican Woman—has also 
become an “online only” publica-
tion.   
 
 The most recent issue is a 
“humdinger” as Sarah Palin might 
say.  (She is our “cover girl” for 
this NFRW issue.)  Don’t miss this 
important 34 page collection of 
articles and information. 
 
 Go to the NFRW website 
to download your personal copy 
of this issue. 
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Feature Series: Election 2008  
The Energy Economic Stabilization Act of 2008   

By Congressman Tom Price  
 
 Oct. 6, 2008. America is facing challenging times right now due to the current status of the economy, and in the recent 
months we have seen credit lines deteriorating and taxpayers' savings plans being undervalued. The market has become increasing-
ly unpredictable, and Americans are strapped with a fear of uncertainty about their financial future.  
 
 It is clear that Congress must take action to correct the current financial crisis our country is facing, but the solution that 
passed out of the House does not address three core principles on which our free economy has prospered. The legislation titled the 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 does not protect taxpayers from multi-billion dollar commitments made by Congress. 
It does not include private participation and market alternatives to ensure that the individuals and institutions who caused this prob-
lem will be part of the solution. And, the third principle not addressed by this bill is that it does not create an exit strategy ensuring 
that future generations will not be burdened by an overwhelming bureaucracy created by the federal government.  
 
 The legislation, as passed, unnecessarily burdens taxpayers that have not contributed to the current crisis, and it lets those 
who have created our financial problems off the hook. The freedom of economic choice and free enterprise principles that have led 
our nation to prosper will continue to work with resourceful Americans that can accommodate less expensive solutions and less gov-
ernment intervention to solve our financial crisis. We must protect taxpayers, and we must not reward corporate instability and poor 
judgment by providing no oversight to ensure this same crisis does not happen again. 

 

 As experienced Republican activists, I don’t have to tell you 
how important Getting Out the Vote (GOTV) is to winning your cam-
paign.  You already know that it can make the difference between win-
ning and losing in November.  What is vital is that Republicans stay 
ahead of the curve!  We need to embrace the latest technology to beat 
liberal Democrats. 
 
 Text messaging is the new wave in GOTV planning. Many 
think text messaging is just for teenagers.  That is no longer the case.  
Did you know that 96% of people read their text messages?  You can no 
longer get that percentage of penetration with phones, emails and door 
knocking.  Nowadays voters have so many ways to screen out messag-
es.  So basically if you can text people on Election Day a reminder to 
vote, you are almost guaranteed they will receive the communication. 
 
 Text messaging might seem like the ultimate answer in cutting 
through the clutter for GOTV, but there are a couple of barriers. The 
biggest obstacle is the FCC does not allow you to send unsolicited text 
messages.  Voters need to text you before you can text them back. 

 How do you get around this problem?  In order to obey the 
law, campaigns should  post a text number on all their literature, cam-
paign signs, web site, etc.  Ask people to text you a message of support.  
Once they have sent you a note, your campaign can then communicate 
with them at will.  Collect, save, and process the numbers, so on Elec-
tion Day you can send them a  GOTV reminder. 
 
 When do you send the message?  The best time to spring the 
text messaging strategy is at 4 p.m. on Election Day.  This allows you to 
remind voters who are leaving work while prompting stragglers to get 
out.  My best advice is not to over use text messaging, so yours do not 
get deleted. 
 

  

Feature Series:  Election 2008  
Text Message Your Way to Victory! 

By Holly Robichaud 

Holly Robichaud has 20 years experience managing campaigns at the 
local, state, and national levels.  She has worked with the Republican Na-
tional Committee, the Natl. Republican Congressional Committee and the 
Natl. Republican Senatorial Committee.  She specializes in strategy, fund-
raising and voter contact programs and is an instructor in the campaign 
school for NFRW. 
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 Feature Series: Election 2008 

U.S. Energy Policy: Republicans Lead the Way 
by former State Representative Clint Smith 

  Gas prices have soared and citi-
zens are outraged.  The federal government 
must develop policies that eliminate our de-
pendence on foreign oil.   Energy, the life-
blood of our national security, transportation, 
and commerce should not be potentially 
undercut by oil-rich nations led by officials 
who maintain an unhealthy relationship with 
Islamic terrorists in the Middle East or by the 
erratic tendencies of rogue despots like Hugo 
Chavez of Venezuela. 
 
 Speaker of the House Nancy 
Pelosi and Senator ‘Dingy’ Harry Reid have 
provided no leadership on the energy issue.  
They have offered proposals that ban oil 
drilling within 50 miles of the U.S. coast.  
They propose no incentives to the states to 
support drilling from a revenue standpoint.  
And the Democrats have turned their collec-
tive backs on some of the most promising 
alternatives such as nuclear energy. 
 
 A recent Rasmussen Report poll 
found that 69% of voters support offshore 
drilling.   Natural gas and oil exploration have 
been prohibited in all offshore regions except 
most of the central and western portions of 
the Gulf of Mexico.  But due to Republican 
pressure fueled by citizen demand for action, 
the Congress finally passed a spending bill 
with a provision that ends the 26 year old off-
shore drilling prohibition. 
 
 Early laws and regulations estab-
lished federal, state, and international juris-
diction for offshore sites.  In 1953, federal 
officials established coastal states hold the 
rights to any natural resources within three 
nautical miles of their coastline.  The Federal 
government holds jurisdiction outside of this 
boundary.  International boundaries were 
established in 1983 by proclamation thus 
setting the claimed rights for the United 
States to waters up to 200 nautical miles 
from the coastline. (The Outer Continental 
Shelf) 

  New estimates conclude over 45 
billion barrels of oil can be produced from 
areas that have been off limits.  Improved 
technology has thwarted the fears of some 
environmentalists about oil spills.  Rig plat-
forms use sophisticated high-pressure valves 
that close automatically to prevent oil spills.  
Automatic fail-safe devices are standard 
features in wells below sea level.   In regions 
that have permitted drilling, documentation 
has shown  only one barrel of oil was spilled 
per 156,900 barrels produced.  The spills 
have been quickly contained and aquatic life 
has not been endangered.  In fact, natural 
seeps of oil from the surface of the ocean 
account for about 65% of the oil in the wa-
ters. 
 
 Most new oil rigs will be 12-18 
miles from the shore.  Because of the curva-
ture of the earth, people who are concerned 
the visual beauty of the shorelines will be 
compromised on their summer trips to the 
beach should relax.  It won’t be an issue.  
The rigs will not be visible. 
 
 The oil currently produced in U.S. 
waters is scrutinized much more stringently 
than foreign production. Environmentalists, 
known for their ‘world’ view on life, should be 
satisfied that overall environmental responsi-
bility will be stronger if we aggressively pur-
sue oil production in U.S. regions and de-
crease imports.  In fact, American Petroleum 
Institute President Red Cavaney stated re-
cently, “I think that what we have proved 
through four incredible hurricanes in the last 
three years is that we have the environmen-
tal sensitivity and are willing to put the money 
into making sure that these platforms can 
take the hardest that mother nature can give 
them and still not end up discharging any 
production-related oil into the sea.” 
 
 Canada, our neighbors to the 
north, has a very productive crude oil and 
petroleum system in place.  Nova Scotia is a 

prime location for drilling by Canada – in 
close proximity to United States waters.  It’s 
time the U.S. captures its fair share of oil off 
its own coastlines.     
 
 T. Boone Pickens, founder and 
chairman of BP Capital Management, is 
pushing a plan that envisions building new 
wind generator facilities which will produce 
20% of the United States’ electricity and 
allow the implementation of natural gas as a 
transportation fuel.  Pickens believes within 
10 years we can replace more than one-third 
of our foreign oil imports with the resources 
produced by this approach. 
 
 Alternative domestic energy 
sources should be explored as well.  The 
federal government is considering opening 
two million acres of public land in Wyoming, 
Utah, and Colorado to commercial oil shale 
development.  The shale is believed to con-
tain 80 billion barrels of recoverable oil.  The 
technology to produce the oil is still experi-
mental but within 8 to 10 years, it should be a 
viable option. 
 
 Republicans are justifiably con-
cerned about the unstable nature of relying 
on Middle East countries such as Saudi Ara-
bia for oil.  The subversive influence of terror-
ist groups on our oil  suppliers is enough to 
make us toss and turn at night.  If terrorist 
and other enemies gain a stranglehold on oil 
production then America’s security and com-
merce could be crippled.  Let’s all remain 
vigilant and be engaged in this public policy 
discussion. 
       
Clint Smith is Chairman of the Dawson County 
Republican Party and a former member of the 
Georgia House of Representatives.  He served as 
Chairman of the House Republican Social Ser-
vices Task Force, the House Water Management 
Task Force and he was Deputy Whip in the House 
Republican Caucus. 
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 So, one day the fox came running in 
to see the farmer and said, “We have a terri-
ble situation.  I just checked the henhouse, 
and once again, we are dangerously low on 
chickens.  In fact, we are now at a critical 
moment, and if we do not get more chickens 
soon, things could get so bad that the whole 
farm could go under.” 
 
 There was panic.  The farmer paced 
all about as the fox suggested things the 
farmer might do.  The farmer could dip into 
his savings and buy more chickens.  He could 
go to the market and simply secure more 
chickens on credit.  He could give up and try 
to operate the farm without chickens.  There 
were no easy answers.  It was quite a quan-
dary. 
 
 After thinking about it, the farmer 
told his wife and asked, “So what do you think 
we should do?”  Without a blink, she respond-
ed in a matter of fact tone, “I think I’d start by 
getting rid of that fox—and whose bright idea 
was it to have the fox guard the henhouse 
anyway?” 
 
Fast forward—so, one day, Secretary of the 
Treasury Hank Paulson comes in to see Pres-
ident Bush and says, “We have a terrible 
situation.  Brokerage houses, insurance com-
panies and banks are failing.  The chickens 
that lay the golden eggs are disappearing, 
and if something is not done soon, the whole 
market and the United States economy could 
go under.” 
 
 There was panic!  Those in charge 
had lots of ideas for getting more money for 
the market.  All of the ideas had one thing in 

common—they were ideas from those in 
charge as the problem started and grew 
worse.   
Well, here is an idea—- let’s start by replacing 
the folks whose job it was to prevent this from 
happening as opposed to rewarding them 
with the even bigger job of fixing the problem 
that happened on their watch. 
 
 Start with the Administration and 
the Secretary of Treasury himself.  Before 
becoming the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Hank Paulson served as the Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of Goldman Sachs—
an international investment bank holding com-
pany. 
 
 So, the former chairman of one of 
the largest investment brokerage houses in 
the world is charged with developing a plan 
using taxpayer money to save investment 
brokerage houses.  So, who comes out ahead 
under the Paulson plan—investment broker-
age houses or taxpayers?  Should anyone be 
surprised? 
 
 The Congress is no better.  Re-
sponsibility in the United States Senate rests 
with the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs Committee.  Connecticut Senator Chris 
Dodd is the Chairman of the Senate Banking 
Committee.  His Committee has oversight 
responsibility for banking and investments.  
So how does he describe the current situa-
tion—”the worst economic crisis in our nation 
since the Great Depression.”  And what could 
have been done about it?  Senator Dodd 
stated, “We face challenges that were entirely 
preventable and avoidable.” 
 
So where was Senator Dodd and his Commit-
tee when the problem was “entirely preventa-
ble and avoidable?”  Well, early on, Chairman 
Dodd proposed a bailout for troubled sub-
prime mortgage lenders such as Countrywide 
Financial Corporation, a company primarily 
involved in residential mortgage banking. 
 

 Senator Dodd was no stranger to 
Countrywide Financial.  In 2003, Countrywide 
refinanced the mortgages on his homes in 
Connecticut and Washington D.C. on favora-
ble terms to the tune of $75,000 in reduced 
mortgage payments.  Why did he get this 
perk?   Senator Dodd was one of the “Friends 
of Angelo.”  Angelo Mozile was the chairman 
of the board for Countrywide Financial.  
‘Friends of Angelo” received special deals on 
their mortgage refinancing. 
 
 Then, there is Massachusetts Con-
gressman Barney Frank, the Chairman of the 
House Financial Services Committee.  Nota-
bly, in 2003 when there was still time to avoid 
the instant crisis, Congressman Frank op-
posed efforts to overhaul the home mortgage 
industry including plans to create a new over-
sight agency charged with supervision of 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.  Barney 
Frank’s statement: “These two entities, Fan-
nie Mae and Freddie Mac, are not facing any 
kind of financial crisis.”  Indeed, Congress-
man Frank fought for increases in the portfoli-
os of Fannie Mae and Freddy Mac all the way 
up to the day that the federal government had 
to bail them out.  Why?  Congressman Frank 
is listed as one of the top twenty recipients of 
campaign contributions from Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac.  Congressman Frank was in-
deed one of the “friends of Fannie and Fred-
die.” 
 
 Notice anything missing from all of 
this, like maybe, “friends of the American 
Taxpayers.” 
 
 Truth is—chickens have no friends 
among foxes.  And so the farmer’s wife said, 
“I think I’d start by getting rid of that fox—and 
whose bright idea was it to have the fox guard 
the henhouse anyway?” 
 
Let’s make her President! 
 
 Randy Evans is with the firm of McKenna Long & 
Aldridge LLP in Atlanta, GA. 

Chickens Have No Friends Among Foxes! 
By J. Randolph Evans, Esq. 

McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP 
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Feature Series: Election 2008    
Core Republican Values in Georgia 

By Mary Van Brink, GFRW Publications Committee 

Question – Have you ever tried to quantify what makes you a Re-
publican instead of a Democrat?  Two groups apply the core values 
of the Grand Old Party:  The Coverdell Leadership Institute and the 
216 Policy Group. 

Coverdell Leadership Institute – The mission of CLI is to increase 
the number of Georgia Republicans in both elected and appointed 
governmental positions, including boards, authorities and regulatory 
commissions on the state and local level and to strengthen our 
political and leadership skills, enabling Georgia Republicans to 
govern.  Part of the CLI application requires you to write a short 
essay about the following three concepts that were near and dear 
to Senator Paul D. Coverdell (deceased): the rule of law, individual 
responsibility (i.e., character), economic freedom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

216 Policy Group – The 216 Policy Group formed during the 2005 
legislative session of the Georgia General Assembly with just a 
handful of House members who wanted to promote an agenda to 
guide the Georgia House of Representatives and made sure legis-
lation met the litmus test of: 

• Less Government. 

• Lower taxes. 

• Personal responsibility. 

• Liberty and justice for all. 

History – The 216 Group was named for the room in which the 
founding members began to meet informally to discuss the upcom-
ing bills.  Typically, 30 or so conservative Republicans meet to 
evaluate each piece of legislation and to ensure they are able to 
make an informed decision before voting.  “The 216 policy group’s 
purpose is to be an open forum for discussion of every bill and to 
analyze it through our conservative lenses.”  says Rep Tom 
Graves.  The intention of the group is to foster, promote, and filter 
ideas. 

The 216 Group reviews bills scheduled to hit the floor of the House 
that day.  The bills are scored from a -4 to +4 and are based on the 
four principles.  The cumulative score is shared with the members 
who in turn determine if the legislation follows the principles of con-
servative governing.  Each member is given a confidential score-
card that includes the following information: 

• Bill number 

• The author 

• The committee it came through and 

• The conservative policy analyst summary of the bill. 

 A Policy Analyst takes responsibility for analyzing a bill’s pur-
pose and content.  The bill is scored based on the four core 
principles.  The highest score for a bill is a +4 and the lowest is 
a -4.   

• If the bill promotes one of the principles, it gets a +1.   

• If the bill opposes one of the principles, it gets a -1. 

• If the bill has no effect on the principle, it gets a 0. 

Rep. Charlice Byrd and Sen. Chip Rogers were instru-
mental in forming this 216 Group.  

We are engaged in a lofty business—the 
process of maintaining this magnificent 
democracy.  Every person can and does 
make a difference. Senator Paul D. Cover-

dell (deceased) 
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Charlice Byrd – Byrd is a State Representative from District 20 in Cherokee County.  She participates in the 
216 Group and said, “We are an informal group of 30 or so conservative Republicans who are united primar-
ily by our conservatism and a determination to make an informed decision before voting. If legislation raises 
taxes, you can bet many 216 members will oppose it.  The same goes for a proposal that creates a new 
state program, a new state agency or anything that grows our government.” 

Participating in the 216 Policy Group promotes a better understanding of the issues and helps the members 
gain insight into legislation before voting. 

Chip Rogers – State Senator Chip Rogers also participates in the 216 Policy Group.  Senator Chip Rogers 
has earned the nickname “Georgia’s Senate Workhorse.”  He takes on the tough issues and is respected by 
both sides of the political aisle. 

Contacts: 

216 Policy Group:  www.216group.org 

Chip Rogers: www.SenatorChipRogers.com 

Charlice Byrd:  www.byrdforhouse.com 

 

Mary Van Brink earned her BS in English-Journalism from Tennessee Technological University (TTU).  She 
has worked as a technical writer for companies such as EDS, General Motors, IBM, First Union (now Citi-
Bank), and she currently works at Solvay Pharmaceuticals in Marietta, GA.  She is  active with the Cobb 

County GOP (www.cobbgop2007.com) and the Cobb County Republican Women’s Club (www.CCRWC.org. 

  
  

 
 

 
 
 

: 
 
1. Forward the PDF file to the club secretary—to be emailed to all members having email addresses.   
2. Encourage members who receive the email to forward the attachment to other Republican friends. 
3. Post a copy of pages from VOICES at your meetings.  (How ‘bout a VOICES bulletin board?)  And pass around a copy of 

VOICES during your club meeting to stimulate members interest. 
4. Encourage club members to add www.gfrw.com to their list of favorites so they can open the website easily. 
5. Ask your club newsletter editor to make additional copies of the journal to give to your officers. 
6. Ask the editor to copy pertinent pages to give to committee chairmen, i.e. membership information for the Membership Chair-

man. 
7. Announce at club meetings when there is a new posting of VOICES on the website, and encourage your members to go to 

the GFRW website to read the Journal. 
8. Share directions of how to open and read VOICES on the website—to help members who are “technically challenged.” 
9. Encourage “technically challenged” members to enlist help from their family members and friends to access VOICES on 

www.gfrw.com 
10.  Encourage “technically challenged” members to visit their public library.  Librarians will be able to help them access VOICES 

on www.gfrw.com 

Make a “perfect 10” score by completing the following activities to make VOICES available    
 to your club members and to Republican women in your area.  As a Club President you   
receive an e-mailed PDF copy of VOICES. Here are the ten ways you can help: 

Attention Club Presidents 

Is your club a “perfect 10?” 
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Feature Series: Election 2008   
Why Women Should Vote!   

By Lori Pesta, District Director—District Six 

Notes and Quotes 
  

  

 This is the story of our Grandmothers and Great-grand-
mothers, as they lived only 90 years ago. It was not until 1920  women 
were granted the right to go to the polls and vote. 

 The women were innocent and defenseless. And by the end of 
the night, they were barely alive. Forty prison guards wielding clubs and 
their warden's blessing went on a rampage against the 33 women 
wrongly convicted of 'obstructing sidewalk traffic.  They beat Lucy Burn, 
chained her hands to the cell bars above her head and left her hanging 
for the night, bleeding and gasping for air. They hurled Dora Lewis into a 
dark cell, smashed her head against an iron bed and knocked her out 
cold. Her cellmate, Alice Cosu, thought Lewis was dead and suffered a 
heart attack. Additional affidavits describe the guards grabbing, drag-
ging, beating, choking, slamming, pinching, twisting and kicking the 
women. 
  
 Thus unfolded the 'Night of Terror' on Nov. 15, 1917, when 
the warden at the Occoquan Workhouse in Virginia ordered his guards 
to teach a lesson to the suffragists imprisoned there because they dared 
to picket Woodrow Wilson's White House for the right to vote.  For 
weeks, the women's only "water" came from an open pail. Their food--all 
of it colorless slop--was infested with worms. When one of the leaders, 
Alice Paul, embarked on a hunger strike, they tied her to a chair, forced 
a tube down her throat and poured liquid into her until she vomited. She 
was tortured like this for weeks until word was smuggled out to the 
press. 
  
 So, refresh my memory. Some women won't vote this year 
because--why, exactly?  
 We have carpool duties?  
 We have to get to work?  
 Our vote doesn't matter?  
 It's raining? What other excuse can you think of?  
  
 Recently, I went to a sparsely attended screening of HBO's 
new movie 'Iron Jawed Angels.' It is a graphic depiction of the battle 
these women waged so that I could pull the curtain at the polling booth 
and have my say.  All these years later, voter registration is still my pas-
sion. But the actual act of voting had become less personal for me, more 
rote. Frankly, voting often felt more like an obligation than a privilege. 
Sometimes it was inconvenient. 

 My friend , who is my age and studied women's history, saw 
the HBO movie, too. When we talked about it, she looked angry. She 

was--with herself. 'One thought kept coming back to me as I watched 
that movie,' she said. 'What would those women think of the way I 
use--or don't use--my right to vote?  Many of us take it for granted 
now, not just younger women, but those of us who did seek to learn. The 
right to vote, she said, had become valuable to her 'all over again.' 
  
 I wish all history, social studies and government teachers 
would include the movie in their curriculum. I want it shown on Bunco 
night, too, and anywhere else women gather. I realize this isn't our usual 
idea of socializing, but we are not voting in the numbers that we should 
be, and I think a little shock therapy is in order. 
  
 It is jarring to watch Woodrow Wilson and his cronies try to 
persuade a psychiatrist to declare Alice Paul insane so that she could 
be permanently institutionalized. And it is inspiring to watch the doctor 
refuse. Alice Paul was strong, he said, and brave. That didn't make her 
crazy. The doctor admonished the men: 'Courage in women is often 
mistaken for insanity.' 
 
 Please, if you are so inclined, pass this on to all the wom-
en you know.  We need to get out and vote and use this right that 
was fought so hard for by these very courageous women. Whether 
you vote for the Democratic, Republican or Independent party -- 
remember to vote.  History is being made. 

Experience “counts.” 
 

 No governor ever had foreign policy experience before 
becoming president—- not Ronald Reagan, not Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt, nor any other governor.  It is hard to know how many peo-
ple could possibly have had foreign policy experience before 
reaching the White House.  (Being on the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee) is even further removed from foreign policy 
experience. . . . Out of the four presidential and vice-presidential 
candidates this year, only Governor Palin has had to make execu-
tive decisions and live with the consequences. 

Quote: Thomas Sowell 
Www:Townhall.com, Wednesday, September 3, 2008 
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High School Students Work the Polls! 
 

 

 

 Counties throughout Georgia are looking to initiate part-
nerships between county election officials and school officials.  The 
focus of the partnerships is on recruiting 16—18 year old county 
high school students to work at the polls on election day.  The pro-
gram is designed to create and maintain a reliable, energetic, and 
experienced pool of precinct workers to meet Election Day human 
resources needs and to engage high school seniors in the electoral 
process. 
 
 Chatham County, Cherokee County and Forsyth County 
have  implemented successful programs.  Forsyth County Superin-
tendent of Elections Gary Smith identifies five goals of the “First 
Vote Forsyth Program “ : 
• Solve an acute poll worker shortage 
• Engage high school seniors in the voting process 

• Provide interaction between youth and senior citizens, who 
historically make up the largest group of poll workers 

• Promote civic responsibility and service to the community 
• Create a life-long habit of participating in the electoral process. 
 
 Students who participate in the program are required to 
complete the state-mandated training, conducted by the Supervisor 
of Elections Office, prior to each election.  They are paid while be-
ing trained and for their work at the polls, or they may take the time 
as community service. 
 
 Participating schools are asked to release students to 
serve as Election Day officials and teachers are encouraged to 
promote voting and political awareness.  Verification of a student’s 
participation is sent to his/her school.  Students gain a better under-
standing of what elections are all about and they receive a letter of 
recommendation that can be placed in their file to use for college or 
job applications.  
 
 On Election Day, the County Supervisor of Elections 
becomes one of the larger employers in the county, hiring more 
than 400 election officials to staff 32 precincts.  The Elections office 
is committed to delivering efficient, effective and responsive service 
to more that 97,000 registered voters in Forsyth County.  Forsyth 
County is expected to have about 100 students working this elec-
tion in November. 
 
For further information about the “First Vote Forsyth Program” con-
tact  Gary J. Smith, Forsyth County Election Department at 770-781
-2118 ext. 3 or georgiaelections@lgmail.com. 

 Early Voting and Advanced Voting — 
 Opportunities For Our Aging Loved Ones! 

 
“I wouldn’t have been able to vote if it hadn’t been for these programs . . .  

Thank you so much.” 
“I knew I  couldn’t stand in line a long time on election day— 

so I wouldn’t have tried to vote!” 
“I haven’t been able to vote in years . . . This is wonderful! 

 
 With these “ Voting” opportunities available in each county, now is the time to insure that your aging parents , relatives, 
and friends take part in voting!  Find out where your county “Early Voting” and “Advanced Voting ” polls are located.  Escort your 
aging loved ones to cast their ballots.  Unlike Election Day . . . they will not feel threatened by long waiting lines and there are ample 
poll workers on hand to make the voting opportunity a rewarding experience for them.  Your loved ones will want to take part in this 
most critical election.  Their lives have been dedicated to caring for us and preparing us to become “the caretakers.”  So, enable 
your loved ones to continue to enjoy their voting privilege.  They have an important voice that they want to “be heard. . . .!”  
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Feature Series:  Election 2008! 
Ten Steps to Get Your “Letter to the Editor” Published 

by Melanie Sanchez Eastwood 

Continue to do your Homework! 

Get on the Internet and Visit “Issues” Websites! 
Want to know where each Presidential Candidate stands on the important issues for this election?  With the Candidates’ changes on posi-
tions , a single “issues” publication would  be out of date by the time we could post it.  So . . . . Each of us must keep track of the “current” 
thinking of the candidates.  Let  websites do it for you!  Websites are frequently updated as more information filters in from the candidates.   
Please share other websites you find  with  your network of family and friends.  

• Www.nfrw.org 
 Talking Points, 
 Briefings  
 

• Www.vajoe.com (then click on 2008 Elections) 
• Www.youtube.com/youchoose 

• Www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm 

Do we want an Obama Administration?  No!   

                       Start a letter- to-the-editor campaign entitled, “Focus on Election 2008!” Write letters to your local newspapers on issues important 
to you!  A letter to the editor provides an excellent opportunity for you to advocate a message in your own words.  Follow the 10 steps below that 
will help get your letter published.    

1. Make sure to use talking points:  NFRW offers weekly talking points at http://nfrw.org/membersonly/election.htm that will help you establish 
your letter!  www.gop.com and www.johnmcccain.com  also offers talking points online.   

2. Make sure it has an interesting opening: Your first sentence should capture the attention of the editor.  Additionally, the first sentence needs to 
explain why you are writing!  

3. Make it short : Generally speaking, use less than 200 words.  Newspapers limit the number of words that can be printed in each section. 

 4. Make it simple:  Pick one topic, stay focused and on-point. 

 5. Make it personal: Tell the editor how this affects you, your family, your community, etc. 

 6. Make it relevant and timely: Write a letter that is relevant!  Make sure you are responding to a current event. 

 7. Make sure you check your grammar and spelling: Check to make sure your spelling is correct and submission is grammatically accurate. 

 8. Make sure to include contact information: Always include your contact information.  All too often special interest groups are sending form let-
ters to the editor.  Make it known you are a concerned citizen. 

 9.  Make sure you submit it multiple ways: Be savvy, use e-mail, fax and mail to get your message delivered. You can find contact information by 
going to http://www.gop.com/ActionCenter/WriteNewspapers/ 

 10. Follow up: Call them to follow up on your letter. 

  

Melanie Eastwood Sanchez is on the Editorial Staff of the Republican 
Woman,  the magazine of the National Federation of Republican 
Women.  Permission was given to  reprint this article from the fall issue 
of that magazine. 
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Legislation:  How Your Club Can Be   
Involved and Make a Difference! 

By Lori Hullett, GFRW Legislative Chairman 

 

Georgia Federation of Republican Women  

 As the 2009 General Assembly 
approaches, now is the time to get your 
clubs involved with legislative affairs on a 
local and state level and make a difference 
in the upcoming legislative session. Here are 
some easy ideas that clubs of any size can 
implement: 
 
Legislative Liaison 
 
 Each club should have a legisla-
tive liaison that would be responsible for 
contacting their perspective State Senators 
and State Representatives to find out im-
portant legislative issues that need to be 
focused on throughout the session.  The 
liaison would in turn keep abreast of these 
issues and relay this information to their club 
members through e-mail updates and other 
forms of communications. Listed below are 
just a few of the important issues that will be 
discussed and debated during the 2009 
Session: 
 

• The Budget 

• Transportation Funding (State Trans         
portation Plan and Funding formulas) 

• Healthcare (Reform ~ Affordability and 
Availability) 
• Statewide Property Assessment Cap 
 
 Lastly, the liaison would be in con-
tact with their State and Local elected offi-
cials, offering the club’s support while they 
are in office. Have them as guest speakers, 
place them on a panel, and remember they 
can be your club’s biggest supporters, so 
use them!   
 
Community Coffees 
 
 Each club should keep the com-
munity informed about legislative issues.  
Have the club host coffees in members’ 
homes and invite their neighbors.  Have your 
local and state elected officials come and 
discuss current issues. 
 
Special Panels 
 
 Your club has a unique opportunity 
to have your local commissioners, judges 
and other elected officials on a panel that will 
educate and answer questions about issues 

within the community.   
 
Pages 
 
 Each club should have club spon-
sored pages throughout the session.  Send 
out an e-mail to your members requesting 
willing participants (youth) who are interest-
ed in paging and then contact your local 
State Senators and State Representatives to 
schedule a day sponsored by your club.  
Take this opportunity to teach the younger 
generation how important it is to be involved 
in the political process and to understand the 
process which governs our land.   

 
 These are just a few ideas that will 
help your club become more knowledgeable 
in legislative affairs and in turn give you 
avenues where you can make a difference in 
your community.  Remember, knowledge is 
power.  Have fun exploring and adding yet 
another important facet to your club! 
 
Contact Lori Hullett—

hulletts@bellsouth.net 

Download 

Your Copy 

Today! 

NFRW Video:  “I Am A Republican!” 
 The NFRW”s new video is a public relations tool featuring a diverse group of more than 
45 Federation members and Republican women leaders such as Lynne Cheney, U.S. Sen. Kay 
Bailey Hutchison, and former EPA Administrator Christie Todd Whitman.  The final product is a 
three minute, upbeat video anchored at the beginning and the end with information about the 
NFRW and its mission.  In the core of the video, participants explain the commonly-held beliefs of 
Republicans and pledge with enthusiastic voices their allegiance to the GOP. 
 
 Demonstrating the diversity of the NFRW and the accessibility of the Republican Party, 
the video illustrates to women from all walks of life that our organization’s members share their 
values and beliefs, and that we want them to join us in the cause of good government.  It is an 
open invitation to women everywhere!  Clubs are encouraged to use the video in community out-
reach and membership development activities. 
 
 The video is three minutes long and is available in Windows Media Player and in Real 
Player.  To download the video, go to www.nfrw.org, right click on the appropriate link and choose 
“SAVE TARGET AS.”  You will then be given directions regarding downloading the video to your 
hard drive.   
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Georgia Federation of Republican Women  -  Celebrating our 50th! 

The Pearls:  As Membership Chair 
for the Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women, I must express how important it is to 
continually increase membership…for your 
local club’s success, the success of the 
Georgia Federation of Republican Women 
and more importantly the success of the 
Republican Party.  We know there is strength 
in numbers and more importantly we believe, 
that whether in the forefront or in the trench-
es of campaigns for Republicans,  women 
really make the difference.   

 
This year the GFRW Membership 

Committee established a Membership Incen-
tive Program.  While incentives are nothing 
new, members do appreciate being recog-
nized for their hard work and efforts to make 
the GFRW and the Republican Party strong. 
Their tireless dedication to the continued 
existence of the freedoms we hold so dear, is 
a remarkable example of Patriotism.  Moreo-
ver, it is no secret that women, by their very 
nature, enjoy a little competition.  Therefore, 
as an incentive to increase membership, it 
was decided a strand of seashell pearls with 
matching earrings would be awarded to 
those clubs who increased their membership 
the most from February 2008 until Septem-
ber 15, 2008. Categories were determined as 
follows; small club (10-49), medium club (50-
99), and large clubs (100+) members. 

 
Why pearls?    Pearls have been 

prized and collected for over 4000 years and 

are considered the world’s oldest gem.  
Pearls have become the foundation of every 
woman’s jewelry wardrobe and can carry a 
woman through every moment in her life and 
every outfit in her wardrobe.  Much like the 
heart of a woman, pearls are a natural won-
der that have been and will continue to be 
treasured for centuries.  

 
The GFRW Membership Commit-

tee is proud to announce the following win-
ners for the Membership Challenge:  
 

Small Club Category (10-49) The 
Greater Columbia County Republican 
Women’s Club increased their membership 
by 55 members. In February they had 19 
members and as of September they have 74 
members.   Congratulations to Wanda Duffie, 
President, Club Membership Chairman and 
to all the Greater Columbia County RWC 
members. 

Medium Club Category (50-99) 
North Fulton Republican Women’s Club 
increased their membership by 9 members. 
In February they had 61 members and as of 
September they have 70 members.  Congrat-
ulations to Cindi Johnson, President, the 
Club Membership Chairman and to all the 
North Fulton RWC members. 

 
Large Club Category (100+) Cobb 

County Republican Women’s Club in-
creased their membership by 126 members. 
In February they had 116 members and as of 
September they have 242 members.   Con-
gratulations to Rose Wing, President, Club 
Membership Chairman and to all the Cobb 
County RWC members. 

 
 To these clubs and all of the mem-
bers of the Georgia Federation, we thank you 
and acknowledge that all of you are treas-
ured gems of the GFRW and remember 
2009 is just around the corner.  Game on.  

 

  

Georgia Federation of Republican Women    

Membership in an Election Year! 

Who Won the Pearls? 

By Sheila Galbreath, Chairman, Membership Committee    
  

Sheila Galbreath  is Chairman of the GFRW 

Membership Committee.  She attended Armstrong 
State College in Savannah.  Sheila has been 
employed as a legal assistant paralegal for the 
past 30 years.  She currently designs and markets 
handcrafted jewelry. 

The Trouble with our liberal friends 
Is not that they’re ignorant; 

It’s just that they know so much that isn’t so.   
   Ronald Reagan 
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 The Georgia Federation of Republi-
can Women (GFRW) values the hours of 
volunteer work and leadership in government 
and politics given by its members and has 
established a “Tribute to Women” program to 
publicly honor a woman from each club.  At 
the Fall board meeting many GFRW Clubs 
recognized one outstanding woman in their 
group to be recognized by GFRW for her work 
during 2008.  

 

 These women have chosen to 
make politics an important part of their lives.  
Leadership and volunteerism are the most 
fundamental aspects of our political system, 

and require a tremendous commitment of 
time and energy.  The legacy these women 
leave is that they left the world a better place 
than they found it and provided new leader-
ship to keep it that way.  They are women 
who know that freedom is not free and have 
given their time, talents, and money to keep it 
that way!   

 

 These are women who are enthusi-
astic leaders and are role models that all Re-
publican women aspire to be.  During the Fall 
2008 Board Meeting, the Dinner was held in  
honor of the following Georgia women:  

 

Marjean Birt 

Kelly Campbell 

Wanda Duffie 

Bobbie Frantz 

Peggy Green 

Louise Hatch 

Lori Pesta 

Ruth Quattlebaum 

Marlene Rearden 

Ruby Robinson 

Millie Rogers 

Donna Towery 

Carolyn Walter 

2008 GFRW Tribute to Women 

Babe Atkins-Byrne 
Marjean Birt 
Camden County RW 
Kelly Campbell 
Cobb County RW 
Cobb Regional RW 
Coweta County RW 
Daphne Dove-Peirce 
Bobbie Frantz 
Sheila Galbreath  
Rosalynn Gilbreath 
GoldenIsle RW  

Greater Gwinnett RW 
Linda Herren 
Sandra Johnson 
Nancy Klotz 
Sarah Looper 
Melinda Mock 
North Fulton RW 
Lori Pesta 
Willie Richardson 
Wyolene Richardson 
Ruby Robinson 
Millie Rogers 

Donna Rowe 
Savannah Area RW 
Mary Spearman 
Marilyn Thayer 
Judy True 
Suzi Voyles 
 
Sustaining Member 
Ora Jean Gunnin 
Dorothy C. Jennings 
Ellen Worley 

 

2008 Reagan Club Members 

Early Voting Expectations   

 Voters by the thousands are casting ballots for president and other candidates in an early voting process that is 
expected to set records this year.  Residents of Virginia, Kentucky and Georgia were among the first in the nation eligible 
to vote in person or by mail.  Thirty four states and the District of Columbia will enable early voters to cast their ballots for 
the Nov. 4 election.  “Experts such as Paul Gronke of the Early Voting Information Center predict nearly a third of the 
electorate will vote early this year, up from 15% in 2000 and 20% in 2004.  In closely contested Colorado, Nevada and 
New Mexico, about half the voters are expected to cast ballots before Election Day.  Florida could be 40%.” 
 
 Source: Richard Wolf, USA Today, “Early voting starts today in some states.” 
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Preface:   

 Previously in this publication, I reviewed two books on 
reforming the United States Income Tax system – The Fair Tax, by 
Neal Boortz and John Linder, and Flat Tax Revolution, by Steve 
Forbes.  While Forbes continues to talk about his plan during vari-
ous television/radio appearances and speaking engagements, he 
has not written a follow-up to Flat Tax Revolution.  Boortz and 
Linder, however, have written the sequel, Fair Tax: The Truth, An-
swering the Critics.  In my previous review I noted several concerns 
I had with The Fair Tax, so I was excited to read the second book, 
hoping that my concerns would be addressed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fair Tax: The Truth, Answering the Critics. HarperCol-
lins, soft cover, 243 pages, ISBN: 978-0-06-154046) describes the 
history of the Fair Tax, recaps its selling points, reviews and ad-
dresses some of its critics and criticisms, lists its progress and vic-
tories, and ends with a vision of a Fair Tax future.  As a student of 
tax reform for over thirty years, I am convinced of both the urgent 
need for tax reform, and the merits of the Fair Tax.  About half of 
the book is devoted to answering several criticisms of The Fair Tax 
in detail.  However, I still have most of the same concerns I had 
after reading the first book, and this book has, for the most part, not 
addressed them. 

Concerns:  

 Unlike the first book, this book discusses how several 
countries have been moving towards flatter income taxes.  Howev-
er, no country has ever enacted a National Retail Sales Tax 
(NRST) to replace all other forms of taxation, so there is no track 

record for The Fair Tax. 

The Fair Tax is immediate, so any nega-
tive impacts would occur immediate-
ly.  Thousands, if not millions, of people currently making a 
living from the current system would need to find other work, 
immediately.  The book does not provide any estimates of how 
many people this would be. 

The prebate, which is the reimbursement of a portion of the sales 
tax to all eligible households, adds 3% to the cost of The Fair 
Tax, and is a fixed amount that does not take into account the 
differences in cost of living around the country. 

There are exceptions to the ‘everybody pays’ rule.  Tuition is con-
sidered to be an investment, and is exempted from The Fair 
Tax.  This will crack the door open to empower others to de-
mand their exemption. 

Social Security and Medicare are separated from individual income, 
making it more difficult to enact personal, self-funded ac-
counts. 

My  Opinion: 

 Even with all its merits, I do not support The Fair Tax in 
its present form.  It is my firm belief that the best way to implement 
the Fair Tax is to first gradually implement a flat rate income tax 
until there is one rate with no exemptions or deductions, and no 
corporate tax.  This could be done while waiting to see if the 
amendment is passed that would repeal the income tax and allow a 
NRST.  After this is accomplished, then we could switch to a NRST 
with no prebate, no exceptions, and with personal accounts for 
Social Security and Medicare. 

 In closing, I would like to leave you with some food for 
thought.  The definition of slavery is involuntary servitude of anoth-
er.  If you are spending several months every year working to pay 
taxes while someone else is not, then who is the slave, and who is 
the master? 

John David (JD) earned his MBA from Tennessee Technological University 
(TTU).  He has worked at Olin Corporation, EDS, General Motors, IBM, 
Barclay’s American Bank, Duke Power, and The Institute for Nuclear Pow-
er Operations (INPO).  JD now works as a software developer at one of the 
largest credit card processing companies in the world, Total System Ser-
vices (TSYS), in Kennesaw, GA.  He enjoys reading books on a variety of 
topics including history, philosophy, and politics.  He is active with the 

Cobb County GOP and the Cobb County Republican Women’s Club. 

The Book Nook 
By J.D. Van Brink 

Woman Voter Turnout Often Determines Victory, Defeat!   
 This year, women voters are again going to be absolutely critical.   

So we must be sure that all women understand 
 the clear contrast between John McCain and Barack Obama on the critical issues of our future!  
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GFRW’s 

New Web Site 
 

Please go to www.gfrw.org to 
enjoy our  

newly designed,  
recently updated website.  We 
hope that the  clean, modern 
look and user-friendly design  

will make your GFRW web  
experience a pleasure. 


