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Editorial by Judy True 

Mission: Educating and Empowering Women for Better Government 

 

Biannually, the Federation goes through a change in leadership.  New NFRW officers, new GFRW offi-
cers, new club officers, and new committee chairmen come on board to lead our efforts for the next two 
years.  New leaders are bombarded with decisions to be made—decisions calling for a carefully thought 
out decision making process.  With changing leadership, we expect projects to be undertaken, work to be 
done, and problems to be solved—such is the nature of leadership.  If change is the road for solving 
problems, then surely decision making is the vehicle by which the directions of change will be deter-
mined.  
 
 The leadership series for this issue explores a wealth of principles and suggestions to guide 
decision making at state and local club levels. Among the articles are those by Martha Jenkins, NFRW 
Third Vice President, and Dulany Woodward of Colorado, with specific suggestions for decision making 
at the local club level, and how executive committees can handle the thorny problem of “doing it right.”  
 
 The mission of GFRW and of VOICES Magazine is to educate and empower women. With the 
2012 election steaming our way, VOICES presents information on issues, as well as the public’s reaction 
to issues.  Please read articles about the Occupy Wall Street “mobocracy” and catch Christine Ries’ 
intriguing question . . . “Who will help us reclaim our economic freedom?”  And . . . if you want your club 
to be active in researching issues, Barbara Schmader’s article tells you how! 
 
 Still trying to get a handle on what your club can do at the local level to promote the Republican 
Agenda?  Campaign guru, Holly Robichaud, describes four ways your club can promote the GOP 
agenda. 
 
 This final issue for 2011 reviews the “happenings” at the NFRW and GFRW conventions this 
fall.  Never let it be said we women are timid creatures!  Be you a dynamo who likes to be front and cen-
ter, in front of the crowd and at the podium, or a power behind the scenes who likes to work promoting 
your fellow leaders and the cause—there was a place for you at our conventions in Kansas City and 
Augusta.  Ladies pictured on the front cover of this issue of VOICES represented you in Kansas City, 
attending meetings, workshops, and socials as they promoted the mission and efforts of GFRW.  In-
cluded in this issue is a recount of GFRW’s  coveted awards.  And then—there was Augusta!  Sherry 
Roedl, VOICES’ new Associate Editor, shares her diary of events at our fall convention—from socials, to 
meetings, to the exciting election of officers—the leadership ladies for 2012—2013. 
 
 The final issue of the year would not be complete without harking back to the theme of our first 
issue of 2011 and the remembrance of the Centennial Year of Ronald Reagan.  I was elated to have my 
friend Nancy Battaglia contribute her memories of working in a Reagan administration.  Her poignant 
recall of events in the days of Reagan remind us of his greatness as a leader and as a person.  
Regular columnist Clint Smith shares his memories of Reagan here in Georgia. 
 
 Please welcome a new column to VOICES Magazine . . . “We Love America!”  Local clubs 
sponsor so many activities and programs demonstrating our love of this country.  This new column will 
provide an opportunity for GFRW and local clubs to share pictures and descriptions of their events illus-
trating their love of country. 
 
 Ladies—put on your reading glasses, save this issue of VOICES to your computer desktop, 
and prepare to be entertained, educated, and informed. 
       Judy True, Editor 
       VOICES Magazine 
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VOICES Magazine  

 
VOICES is an online, web-based publication 
issued three times annually by the Georgia 
Federation of Republican Women. Informa-
tion is compiled from resources believed to 
be reliable, but accuracy of information is not 
guaranteed.   
 
 Any written portion of this publication may 
be reprinted with credit given to the author 
and to VOICES Magazine.  Articles are invited 
for publication. Acceptances are on a con-
tributing basis only and are subject to edito-
rial review.  

Judy True, Chairman 
Melinda Mock, Vice Chairman 

Mary Lou Berghel 
Babe Atkins-Byrne 

Bobbie Frantz 
Sheila Galbreath 

Sherry Roedl 
Millie Rogers 

Ullainee Stokes 
Johnell Woody 

Suzi Voyles  (Board Liaison) 
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Attention  
Club Presidents 

Are your members missing out on 
 important e-mail announcements 

and  
e-mailed publications?  

Update your club membership  
addresses and e-mail addresses 

with: 
Sheila Galbreath, GFRW Treasurer 

912-727-2109 
fish1@cids.net 

 And 
Bobbie Frantz, GFRW Rec. Secretary 

4136 Briarglade Way 
Doraville, GA 30340 

bdfrantz@bellsouth.net 

December 2011 VOICES Magazine 

GFRW President 
Suzi Voyles 

Mission:  Educating and  

Empowering Women  

for Better Government 

 
 

The past two years have been incredible for the 
Georgia Federation. We have seen record 
numbers of younger women joining, including a 
new, New Generation club. Our women across 
the state gathered together last fall and did an 
exceptional job replacing a “safe” Democrat 
with a conservative Republican in our congres-
sional delegation. In fact, our women donated 
over 250,000 hours to various campaigns 
across the state. If one were to calculate this at 
$10.00/hour, that would mean the Georgia 
Federation of Republican Women actually con-
tributed more than $2.5 million to campaigns— 
and that is no chump change. Our two top cam-
paign volunteers together earned more than 
15,000 hours. To put that into perspective, our 
largest club, Cobb County RWC logged just 
over 10,000 hours. Just imagine what we could 
do if everyone donated an additional 100 hours 
over the course of a campaign. And, that is 
precisely what we will have to do to continue to 
reset the course and take back America.  We 
must also change our methods to reach the 
greatest number of people with the least 
amount of money. In order to do that, we have 
embraced modern technology, even adding a 
QR code to our cards for our Website, Twitter 
and our Facebook page (give them a try; they 
are included here!). Our Website had a total 
overhaul to incorporate ideas that will inform 
our current membership and attract new 
women.  
 
 Over the past two years we devel-
oped the strongest relationship yet with our 
State Party, even having our spring board 
meeting in conjunction with our GAGOP Con-
vention. The State Party has enthusiastically 
embraced our vision to educate women in 
every county in the cause of good, conservative 
governing principles. This simple, straightfor-
ward strategy will create new Republicans that 
the State Party can then turn out during GOTV.  
One of our stated goals is to find competent 
women who will run for office. Georgia has 
picked up an additional congressional seat and 
one of our own Federation members, Martha 
Zoller, is working hard with other Federation 

members to 
become Geor-
gia’s first 
woman to be 
sent to Congress in 2012. We have also just 
received word that Maria Sheffield, another 
Federated woman in the Democratic-held 12th 
District, is running for Congress. Imagine! 
Sending two highly qualified conservative 
women to Congress!  
 
 In order to set up a lasting educa-
tional legacy, we set up our own 501(c)(3) to 
encourage donors to participate in a scholar-
ship fund named for former GFRW President, 
Dee Read. And to continue our own education, 
we collaborated with the Allan P. Kirby Center 
in Washington, D.C., to provide a seven-hour 
webinar on the U.S. Constitution in January, 
2010. We also partnered with other conserva-
tive groups to encourage our State Legislators 
in the cause of good government. 
 
  At the October Biennial Convention of 
the National Federation of Republican Women, 
we were awarded, along with seven other 
states, the Betty Heitman Award, the highest 
award given for outstanding accomplishment to 
a state federation. We also took the First Place 
Awards for Caring for America and for Public 
Relations, quite an exciting time.  A record 
number of our clubs earned their own achieve-
ment awards that will help us set the bar even 
higher next year.  But, perhaps our biggest 
accomplishment was enlisting the talents of a 
greater number of women statewide to partici-
pate in leadership. All of these exciting events 
combined with continued hard work will help us 
lead Georgia to a deeper shade of red next 
November. The devotion we bring to this en-
deavor will embolden those we educate and 
inspire others to join us. 
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By Rae Chornenky,  
NFRW President 2012-2013 

John C. Maxwell, a prolific author on the topic 
of leadership, explains that “everything rises 
and falls on leadership.”  Whether it is the 
decision making process of an organization or 
the goals the organization sets, the leadership 
of the organization must be prepared to pro-
vide factors through which decision making 
can progress.  
 
 Goals reflecting the facts that the 
National Federation of Republican women 
(NFRW) membership and revenues are on the 
rise include the commitment of the newly-
elected NFRW officers and newly-appointed 
members of the NFRW Board of Directors to 
build on all of the successes NFRW has real-
ized.  I firmly believe they are more than quali-
fied to handle the issues and make the deci-
sions required to further the goals of NFRW. 
 
 As NFRW President, my perspective on leadership at the 
national level includes the necessity of increasing our visibility on 
Capitol Hill.  NFRW members will join me in visiting the Republican 
members of Congress for whom those NFRW members campaigned 
and helped elect.  We will make return visits as we seek to determine 
what the members of Congress need from NFRW and the many State 
Federations.  Ultimately, my goal is to secure the support of those 
elected officials whom NFRW members have supported as Republi-
can congressional candidates.  In return, it is time for the elected offi-
cials to recognize and support the NFRW.  It is important to remember 
that, as our visibility increases, so will our credibility increase. 
 
 In addition, it is my hope that NFRW will concentrate on 
enlightening members across the country on potential legislation con-
gress is acting upon and what NFRW members can do to influence 
the outcome of important legislation.  Our goal also will be to keep 
members informed of key State legislation pieces, in order that all 
members would be able to assist the State Federation members in 
influencing the outcome of that legislation and in ensuring that our 
candidates keep their campaign promises. 

 At the NFRW level, the newly- 
elected Executive Committee members 
range from business owners and profes-
sional women to campaign leaders and in-
credible fundraisers.  Many of those Execu-
tive Committee members have previously 
served in NFRW elected offices while others 
have not yet had that service experience.  
Each member of the new leadership at the 
NFRW level has demonstrated commitment 
and dedication to growing NFRW financially, 
as well as increasing membership across the 
country. 
 
 With new NFRW officers poised to 
begin at the local, state, and national level, it 
is important to formulate decision making 
processes early on.  At the NFRW level, 

there are several committees responsible for primary decision making 
in the areas for which their committees are responsible.  While com-
mittee chairmen and their committee members are tasked with explor-
ing how they may serve NFRW in their areas of concern, there is a 
“next step” each time they arrive at a final decision making point.  
Having explored the issue in question and arriving at the decision 
making point, they report to the next highest level—the NFRW Execu-
tive Committee—as that level is where the final decisions are made.  
In other words, the first level of decision making lies with the commit-
tees, in that they explore whatever is before them; then gather the 
data surrounding the issue; and, then make their recommendations to 
the NFRW Executive Committee with whom the final decision making 
responsibility exists.  The same decision making process should be 
put in place at the local club and State federation levels. 
 
 NFRW now has the opportunity to have its committees gain 
enough knowledge and information to move members and leadership 
on the path of excellence.  The decision making process will be the 
way in which the NFRW does achieve excellence. 

What LEADERS Need to Know About Decision Making 

 

Republicans need to lead with the power of their ideas, not slim percentages or forced consensus. 
Strong argument and debate are the only way to a long-term governing majority. 

Matt Latimer, Deputy Director of Speech Writing for George W. Bush 
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Precinct Meetings      

 Counties with over 80,000    Feb. 18 

 Counties with less than 80,000   March 10 

Georgia Presidential Primary   March 6 

County Conventions     March 10 

District Conventions     April 14 

State Convention, Columbus, GA   May 18-19 

National Convention, Tampa, FL   Week of Aug. 27 

 

As I’m sure many of you have noticed, the holidays are quickly approaching! On 
behalf of the Georgia Republican Party, I would like to wish each and every one of 
you a safe and Happy Holiday Season and a joyous New Year! 
 
 At the GAGOP, it has been a busy year. Since our historic gains in last 
November’s elections, we have worked around-the-clock to preserve our Republi-
can majorities across the state! As always, we have remained diligent in targeting 
and working towards potential gains in next year’s pivotal elections, as they will 
only further solidify the Republican Party’s strength in the Peach State! 
 
 As you make your list and check it twice this Christmas, I hope that you will consider asking Santa Claus for a 
membership to the Georgia Republican Party President’s Club! For a contribution of just $10 or more, you can do your 
part to fuel our campaign to send Barack Obama back to Chicago in 2012 and take our country back! 
 
 Next Holiday Season, my gift to each of you will be a Republican President ascending to the White House and a 
fresh start for the United States of America – the most exceptional nation on earth. 
 
 So what are you waiting for? As William Pollard once said, “The arrogance of success is to think that what we did 
yesterday is good enough for tomorrow.” The Republican Party has come a very long way in Georgia over the past dec-
ade, but there is still much work to be done! With your help and your generous contributions, we will take our America 
back! 
 
 Visit www.gagop.org/pclub to join the GAGOP President’s Club today! 

Georgia Federation of Republican Women   December 2011 VOICES Magazine  

 

 

  Holiday Message from Sue 

 

 

 

 

By  Sue Everhart, GAGOP Chairman  
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The Choice Is Ours! 
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We are at a critical juncture in the storied history of our nation.   
November 2012, Americans will go to the polls and cast a 
ballot in favor of one of two visions for our future.  One choice 
envisions greater governmental influence and interference in 
our daily lives.  It is a vision built on regulation, federal spend-
ing, and tighter controls from Washington.  The alternative 
vision – the one for which Republicans are fighting – believes 
in smaller, more responsive government and greater liberty.  
It is built upon the principle of more power and responsibility 
for individuals and families and getting Washington out of the 
way of job creators. 
 
 President Obama and his De-
mocrat allies in Congress have spent 
trillions of hard-earned taxpayer dollars 
on failed government programs.  They 
have invented and put in place onerous 
new regulations and given Washington 
greater power and authority over our 
economy and our everyday lives -- the 
President's health care law being the 
most egregious example.  Republicans 
have fought each of these efforts, be-
cause we see the threat they pose to 
individual freedom and to America's free 
enterprise system. 
  
 In the House of Representatives, we have passed 
dozens of initiatives aimed at freeing up American ingenuity 
and investment capital, so that job creators can help get our 
neighbors back to work.  To spur economic growth, we have 
advanced legislation which would eliminate burdensome 
regulations tying the hands of American entrepreneurs, a 
budget to get us on a path to balance and paying off our na-
tion's debt, and common sense proposals to help us create 

more American-made 
energy.  Unfortunately, 
too often the Democrat-
led Senate has refused 
to even bring these 
measures up for con-
sideration. 
  

After years of 
proving themselves fully capable of stifling economic growth 
through wasteful spending, harmful regulations, and exces-

sive taxation, President Obama and De-
mocrats have refused to work with Repub-
licans to get our economy moving 
again.  They expect us to support the 
same failed policies they have already 
used to wreak havoc on our country.  
More so-called stimulus spending bills will 
not work.  For his part, the President's 
class warfare rhetoric serves only to di-
vide the American people at a time when 
we need to be working together to rebuild 
our economy. 
  
 In a few short months, Ameri-

cans will face what history will likely determine to be the most 
important election of our lifetime.  We are voting on the future 
of our nation and we have two choices before us – to further 
institute a big government, small citizen system; or, to rally for 
the big citizen, small government policy that has helped us 
become the greatest nation in the history of the world.  I vote 
for the latter.  How about you? 

 
Rep. Price represents the 6th Congressional District of 

Georgia and is chairman of the Republican Study Committee.   

 

 By Congressman Tom Price 

We have two choices . . .  
 to further institute  
a big government,  

small citizen system; or, 
to rally for the big citizen, 
small government policy 

that has helped us become 
the greatest nation in the 

history of the world.   

 
America’s prosperity was not a gift from the government or anyone else. 

Free enterprise, not government, is the source from which our blessings flow.  
President Ronald Reagan 
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It seems that every election cycle we hear the statement that 
this is the most important election yet.  This statement is typi-
cally a bit of an exaggeration designed to try and fire up apa-
thetic voters. However, with less than a year to go until we go 
to the polls and cast our ballots for whom will serve as Presi-
dent of the United States for the next four years, this upcom-
ing election is truly the most important election we have 
faced. 
  
 Our nation has spent the last three years governed 
by an administration that has accelerated the growth of gov-
ernment at the expense of the private sector, increased the 
size of our debt burden, added layers of bureaucracy and 
federal regulations, and abandoned the idea of personal re-
sponsibility, all while consistently 
pushing for higher and higher taxes. 
Candidate Obama promised hope 
and change; and, now more than 
ever, many Americans are losing 
hope and they do not like the change 
they have seen. 
  
 This unrivaled expansion of 
the federal government has been 
tempered by one key factor: the 
President’s own desire to be re-
elected. President Obama knows he 
will have to face the American people 
as he seeks a second term, which has kept his push towards 
bigger government more restrained than the President would 
otherwise have it. That is why I feel that this election is so 
critically important. It is a truly scary thought to have Presi-
dent Obama in office for another four years without the tem-
pering effect of the voters.  For the very future of this nation, 
we cannot let this happen. 
  
 While serving the citizens of this great state in Con-

gress over the past year and a 
half, I have seen firsthand the 
unrelenting push from the left.  
I have also seen many in Con-
gress fail to uphold the princi-
ples on which they ran.  In the 
interests of making friends and 
trading principle for positions 
of power, many of my peers 
have stood by as our nation has gone down a path that is 
unsustainable. All we have to do is look at the mess that is 
taking place in Europe to see that unending borrowing and 
spending will destroy a nation. 
  

 The solution to our economic 
“crisis” is not super committees.  The 
solution is having leaders who will 
stand firm and have the courage to risk 
offending some by offering real spend-
ing cuts; who will have the backbone 
to demand a federal spending cap; 
and, who will do everything within their 
power to balance the federal budget. 
We each do it in our personal lives.  
We’ve done it here in Georgia, and we 
must do it in Washington.  The next 
generation is depending on us. 
  

 It is an honor to serve you in Congress; and, it is an 
honor to stand beside you, as we work together to put this 
nation on a path that leads to a brighter future for our children 
and grandchildren. 
 
  
Rep. Graves represents Georgia’s 9th Congressional District and  
serves on the House Committee on Appropriations. He is a mem-
ber of the Conservative Republican Study Committee.   

  

 

 

  Most Important Election Yet 

 

 

 

 By  Congressman Tom Graves  

The solution to our economic 
“crisis” is . . . having leaders 

who will stand firm and have the 
courage to risk offending some 
by offering real spending cuts; 
who will have the backbone to 

demand a federal spending cap; 
and, who will do everything 

within their power to balance 
the federal budget.  

 Never sacrifice who you are just because someone has a problem with it.   
Author: Unknown 
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Who Am I? 
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As leaders of the Georgia Federation of Repub-
lican Women in your own clubs and in your 
county, district, and state parties, you and your 
Executive Committee will be called upon often 
to make key decisions.  In fact, the foremost 
duty of an Executive Committee is to make 
decisions.  The duties of officers as listed in our 
bylaws are clear and concise; but, the duties of 
the Executive Committee are just as important 
and they include decisions like creating a 
budget, setting the general course of your club, 
and planning events. 
 
 Some decisions are easy and clear-
cut.  This is the case when all the facts are in 
front of you, everyone thinks the same way, 
and you move on.  Where you earn your lead-
ership stripes is when there is disagreement or 
personalities involved. 
 
 The club President (or your state 
President) is and must be the leader on the 
Executive Committee.  It is her responsibility to 
lead by example, include all members and 
ideas, and keep your meeting moving along.  
She needs to set an agenda, but one within the 
confines of a small Executive Committee can 
be flexible enough to cover those spontaneous 
ideas which are sometimes the best ideas.  
Above all, the President needs to set the tone, 
not just of every meeting, but of the club as a 
whole.  If members feel like their opinions are 
respected, they will contribute to discussions 
and decision.  Otherwise, they will drop out, 
resent the group or others in the group, or 
worse, even sabotage the group. 
 
 Four key pieces of advice I would 
offer: 

 Never put anything personal or controver-
sial in an email (or tweet, Facebook 
message, text, etc!)  You don’t need 
your words to go anywhere that you 
wouldn’t intend them to go.  It’s best 
to discuss anything controversial 
face-to-face, or by phone if face-to-

face isn’t possible.  Don’t criticize 
other members publicly; it will come 
back to bite you! 

KNOW YOUR BYLAWS!  Your whole 
committee needs to have a copy of 
the club/state bylaws, so that you 
don’t inadvertently do things contrary 
to your bylaws. 

Never be afraid to ask for help, whether 
you need guidance on how to handle 
a situation, whether you need to 
gather information, or whether you 
just need moral support.  Some cir-
cumstances are so delicate that they 
require special handling, so don’t just 
jump in and do the first thing that 
comes to mind.  Sometimes 
(hopefully seldom!) you may even 
need legal help.  The leaders above 
you in the Federation are there, just 
for that reason. 

Take any troubles in your club “up,” that is 
to someone above you in the Federa-
tion, like a VP or State President.  
Keep a positive attitude for everyone 
in the club and take your concerns 
“up.” Don’t demoralize others in the 
club by complaining.  Your VP and 
State President are there to hear you 
complain, whether it’s a problem that 
can be solved or not.   

 
 Describing how to make good deci-
sions might be best done by listing what NOT to 
do!   

Don’t assume you can’t do something 
because “we’ve never done that!” 

Don’t assume you should do the same 

thing because “we’ve always done 
that!” 

Don’t overlook new ideas and new people 
with different ideas. 

Don’t make a decision just to make a deci-
sion.  Sometimes it’s best to come 
back to a topic at another meeting, 
when more research has been done 
and members have had more time to 
think through the consequences of 
their decisions. 

Don’t overreach the authority of the Ex-
ecutive Committee.  Some decisions 
should be made by the entire club 
(check your bylaws). 

DON’T EVER have Democrats speak to 
your club! 

 
 Having said all of this, the best Ex-
ecutive Committee decisions are ones that are 
made with lots of input from all members.  If 
you sit on an Executive Committee, don’t try to 
take it over, but do try to give your opinions.  
Leaders lead!      
 

By Martha Jenkins 
NFRW Third Vice President 

What LEADERS Need to Know About Decision Making 

 
The best Executive Committee 

decisions are ones that are 
made with lots of input  

from all members.   

Photo: Print Shop 

Martha Jenkins is 3rd 
Vice President of 
NFRW.  She previously 
served as vice chairman 
of the NFRW Public 
Relations Committee.  
Jenkins also served as 
president of the North 
Carolina Federation of Republican Women 
and won the NFRW Ronald Reagan Leader-
ship Award as the outstanding state presi-
dent for 2006-2007.  During her tenure as 
president of NCFRW, her state won the Betty 
Heitman Award and won first place in the 
NFRW Public Relations Award.   
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 What LEADERS Need to Know About Decision Making 

Do not plant your dreams in the 
field of indecision, where nothing 
ever grows but the weeds of 
"what-if."  
 
 You make decisions con-
stantly, from the moment you 
awaken until you are asleep.  They 
are of varying degrees of serious-
ness and complexity; sleep five 
more minutes or start the day, Coke 
or Pepsi, paper or plastic?  So, eve-
ryone is equipped for this task.  Yet, 
when we find ourselves in a busi-
ness or organization setting, it 
seems to become more difficult as 
we realize these everyday events 
suddenly impact many more people 
and events and lives.  And, then as 
our organizations contain more layers of re-
sponsibility, it is not always easy to even deter-
mine who should be making which decisions.  
So, we are going to spend a little time looking at 
this. 
 
There are four steps to achievement: Plan 
purposefully. Prepare prayerfully. Proceed 
positively. Pursue persistently. 
 
 Decision making in a club goes hand-
in-hand with some other tools, which must come 
first.  The first and most vital task of a president 
is to establish her mission and goals for the club 
and the values with which they will be imple-
mented.  Without these, you have no framework 
to build on, no directional signs, no anchor.  
Without knowing your direction and core values, 
there can be no continuity or movement with 
purpose.  Then each decision is made inde-
pendently and may not relate to the overall 
good of the club.  It's not hard to make deci-
sions when you know what your values and 
goals are. 
 
 Another thought to consider is the 
danger of indecision.  Will Rogers said it best, 

"Even if you are on the right track, you will get 
run over if you just sit there."  

 Should you: table a question; host a 
candidate forum; call your Congressman; have 
a fund-raiser; write the editor; pick a candidate; 
become vocal; start a literacy project; contribute 
to a charity; attend the state or national Federa-
tion meetings; encourage a member to seek 
office; serve lunch or have brown bag meetings; 
meet at noon or night; provide child care for 
young members who wish to attend?  The list is 
endless and determines who you are as a Re-
publican Women's Club.  But, if you simply 
think, talk, discuss or argue these issues, obvi-
ously nothing will be accomplished and you will 
not move your agendum forward. 

 Indecision is debilitating; it feeds upon 
itself; it is almost habit-forming. Not only that, 
but it is contagious; it transmits itself to others.  
So, your officers and board must be active in 
their decision-making. Then it will be easier to 
transmit their decisiveness to the membership 
as a whole. 
 

How far would Moses have gone, 
if he had taken a poll in Egypt? 
 
 There is always the ques-
tion of who makes which decisions.  
Each club will have its own answer 
to that, depending on the size and 
general makeup of the group.  I am 
an Associate Member of a club with 
over 200 members.  Their meetings 
are marvels of organization and 
timing.  In and out, with lunch, in 1- 
1/4 hours with great speakers.  Per-
tinent information is on the tables, 
and a simple vote for minutes and 
financials takes two seconds.  A 
newsletter prior to the meeting tells 
of that month's charitable giving:  
bring gloves for children, books for 

some library, or whatever they are doing.  The 
"club" does not make these decisions.  It is 
done behind the scenes so to speak, either by 
the board or a small committee.  Most of the 
business is conducted that way.  A handful of 
women do 90% of the work.  The members are 
happy with this.  There are activities for different 
interests:  a quilting group, a political book club, 
legislative committee, etc.  So outside of club 
time, smaller groups meet and decide their 
goals under the general goals of the organiza-
tion.  This works well for them. 
 
 A smaller club of about thirty may 
function very differently.  It may tend to operate 
as a Committee of the Whole, in which every 
decision is discussed and decided during the 
meeting.  This can be frustrating, time-
consuming, and not productive.  It's not the 
whole membership’s job to decide on the color 
of napkins for an event.  A committee working 
on the event should make the decisions, then 
present the finished plan to the membership if it 
is decided they need an up or down vote on 
things.  
 

(Continued on next page) 

By Dulany Woodward 
Colorado Federation of Republican Women 

PrintShop 
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VOICESmail 
As VOICES Magazine continues to grow and attract 
contributors and readers,  more articles are available 
than can sometimes be included in the regularly 
scheduled issues.   Likewise, we receive articles 
deserving immediate distribution rather than waiting 
for scheduled publication dates.  
 
The VOICES staff is initiating a new news service – 
via Internet emails, through which time sensitive 
articles may be shared with readers as soon as the 
articles are available.  Such items may be repeated in 
upcoming issues of the magazine if they are still 
timely and relevant to readers’ interests. 

 
 
 
This seems more like the "garden club" mentality, rather than Re-
publican Women who need to learn as much as possible and hit 
the ground running. Sometimes members are used to being in-
volved in everything and have not had the life experience of work-
ing within a structured business environment.  So, moving women 
from a comfort zone to a legitimate business mindset often takes 
some gentle effort and time. 
 
 There can also be the perception that the board just 
makes all the decisions, thereby precluding participation of the 
members; yet, when asked for volunteers, everyone is sitting on 
their hands.  There must be a real sense of inclusiveness for the 
members to be part of the club and desire its success.  Committee 
reports should be expected at meetings, showcasing their work 
and the decisions they are making. Expect the members to func-
tion as the intelligent, dedicated women they are.  Self-
determination is a vital need in each person’s heart and should be 
respected and promoted within our clubs. Active committees will 
fill this need.  Executive Board Meeting minutes should be given to 
the membership, again for transparency and demonstration of its 
ability to make the large directional decisions for the health of the 
club. 
  
 In any moment of decision the best thing you can do 
is the right thing; the next best thing is the wrong thing; and, 
the worst thing you can do is nothing. 

 As discussed, goals are vital, but they should be flexible 
to accommodate large changes that may arise: 9/11 as an exam-
ple, when clubs needed to focus on different types of programs, or 
perhaps their community involvement. We are Republicans and 
support personal initiative and responsibility.  This should be the 
modus operandi of our clubs also.  Set the parameters, direction, 
and values but don't suffocate with how to do everything. Decision 
making is a vital part of any leader's role and can be learned and 
honed in the training ground of the local and state organizations. 
Give your members the reins and watch the creativity and good 
decisions emerge. 
 
When one bases his life on principle, 99 percent of his deci-
sions are already made. 
 

Who Am I? 
 
Dulany D. Woodward is a member of 
the Colorado Federation of Republi-
can Women and chairs the Caring for 
Colorado Committee.   

Savannah Area Republican Women honored former State 
Representative Anne Mueller. The Forest River Bridge was 
recently named in her honor. Joining the celebration were 
State Representatives Ann Purcell, Ron Stephens, and 
Ben Watson. GFRW President Suzi Voyles was also on 
hand to honor Mrs. Mueller. Mrs Mueller is a member of the 
Savannah Area Republican Women and serves as First 
District Director for GFRW.  
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What LEADERS Need to Know About Decision Making 

By Johnell Woody, Chairman 

GFRW Leadership Development Committee 

Who Am I?   

VOICES columnist Johnell Woody, has a degree 

in Business, Real Estate Emphasis, from Cerritos 
College, CA, and is currently studying for an addi-
tional degree at Kennesaw State University.  She 
has worked as a real estate broker, manager, 
trainer, and consultant; and is the owner and direc-
tor of Westwood School of Real Estate Studies. 
Johnell is a member of the Cobb County Republi-
can Women’s Club and the Georgia Real Estate 

Educators Association. 

                                                                                              
Everyone makes dozens of decisions daily.  So why is it so difficult at 
times to make any decision or the right decision?  The first thought 
that may come to mind is that there are just too many choices.  It is 
certainly true that we are blessed with many, many options to choose 
from in this wonderful country of ours.   

 
 The second thought that comes to my mind is fear.  

Fear of making the wrong choice or a poor choice often 
prevents making any choice at all.  Seeking approval of 
others, not wanting to strain the status quo, emotional 
attachments, and dozens of other reasons can, will, 
and all too often, do affect the decision-making proc-
ess. 

 
 Still another obstacle may be the 

”who” and how well you delegate.  Let’s face it, the 
leader cannot be the only doer…logically, if the leader 
is the doer, who is the follower?   

 
Whatever the reason, most of us find it diffi-

cult to make at least some decisions.  Take me, for 
example:  it took what seems like forever to decide how 
to write about decision making! 

 
In looking for a place to start, I began to look at different mod-

els of decision making.  I have to tell you that there are many, many, 
MANY decision models!  At first glance, it seemed overwhelming.  Then 
I took a second and third look and found some things that all the models 
had in common.  Here are the commonalities of almost all decision-
making models. 

Clearly define the problem, objective, obstacle 
Consider all the possible options to a “perfect ending” 
Assess the requirements to reach that end and the resources 

available 
Engage the resources 
GET STARTED! 
Review, analyze, adjust, and keep moving 
 
It is critical to accurately identify the ultimate objective and 

required resources, access the resources available, assemble the re-
sources, and cast the vision of the preferred/perfect outcome (some 
folks get really nervous about the word perfect…???), and then “just do 
it!” Failing to accurately identify the desired outcome, the obstacle, or 
problem hinders or completely defeats good decision making.  A poorly 
defined objective or problem will lead to confusion, fuzzy vision, illogical 
or irrational reasoning, and discouraged cohorts. 

 

Nor is it sufficient to choose an outcome without regard to the 
impact from and alternatives to that desired outcome.  Never forget that                 
Einstein’s Theory of Relativity–for every action there is an equal but 
opposite reaction--applies to everything. 

 
Once the “perfect” outcome is visualized, determine what it 

takes to make it happen.  What are the required resources?  Which peo-
ple, what materials, how much time, space, and money will it take?  How 

much of these resources are currently available?  Lack 
sufficient resources?  Then go back to the drawing board 
and redefine the “perfect” outcome. 
 
Now it is time to set the wheels in motion.  Assemble the 
team.  Cast the vision.  Allow the team to discuss the 
objective, brainstorm the methodology, adjust the out-
come if needed: and, most of all, trust your team to get 
the job done.   
 
Now what?  The problem – by the way, a problem isn’t 
always a bad thing; it is just something that needs a solu-
tion – is clear, the best outcome is accessed, and the 
team (people, resources, etc.) are in play.  Your job is 
done, right?  WRONG!   

A good leader continues to review the process, holds the 
team members accountable, analyzes the progress, and sends back to 
the team continual encouragement and the authority to make adjust-
ments -- without taking the reins.   

 
Decision making is one of the hardest parts of leadership.  Is 

there an easy way to make decisions? No; but, using these steps can 
ease the pain.  Another hard part of good leadership is delegation, which 
will be the subject of another article in the Leadership Series. 

 
To find more information on decision making, consult the book 

stores for dozens of titles on the subject – there are too many from 
which to choose and I just couldn’t decide which ones to recommend!  
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By Nancy Hart (Keever) Battaglia 

 Reagan Centennial 

All of my life I have had an interest in politics, 
probably because my parents discussed sub-
jects like this with us at the dinner table, so I 
grew up hearing about Eisenhower, Truman 
and others.  In college I joined the Young 
Republicans and worked on the Nixon cam-
paign in 1960 and for Barry Goldwater in 
1964. However, it was Ronald Reagan who 
really inspired me to become involved in poli-
tics when he ran for governor of California in 
1966 where I was living at the time. He en-
tered the primary race against a formidable 
candidate, San Francisco Mayor George 
Christopher, a well-liked person many consid-
ered a shoo-in for the election—until Ronald 
Reagan threw his hat in the ring. 
 
 Reagan first came to my attention 
when he made his famous speech for Barry 
Goldwater in 1964.  While I knew he was a 
Hollywood actor, I had never seen any of his 
movies, so didn't think of him that way.  Like 
many others, I was spellbound by his speech 
on behalf of Goldwater.  As you listened to 
Ronald Reagan's words, you felt his passion 
about his beliefs, and his concern for his fel-
low countrymen. 
 
 During the 1966 campaign I at-
tended a number of his campaign appear-
ances.  A copious note-taker in college, I did 
the same when at a Reagan speech, as he 
always had so many interesting things to say 
and such a humorous way of saying them.  I 

would invariably be 
upset to read the press' 
version of his speeches 
the following day be-
cause they changed so 
many words around or 
omitted key phrases, 

thus altering his meaning. So I saw firsthand 
how blatant the press could be in skewing 
what a candidate said and trying to distort his 
image.  From then on, I learned to only believe 
what I had personally heard myself. 
 
 What I did hear as I listened to 
Ronald Reagan speak was a man of convic-
tion and values—a man of integrity; a man 
who could take complex ideas and concepts 
and put them into words that the average 
person listening or reading could understand. 
Here was a highly intelligent man with princi-
ples and character.  If there had been any 
skeletons in his closet, I know his opponents 
would have unearthed them as they desper-
ately sought ways to beat him. 
 
 Here was a man 
highly esteemed by those who 
knew him from his days as an 
actor and president of the 
Screen Actors' Guild.  One of 
the events for Reagan I at-
tended was a black tie party 
thrown by Bing and Kathy 
Crosby.  At a huge rally at the 
Cow Palace in San Francisco 
for which I went door to door 
selling tickets were fellow ac-
tors and friends Don Defore 
(star of TV series "Hazel"), 
Chuck Connors of "Rifleman" 
fame, and Buddy Ebsen of 

"Beverly Hillbillies" among others appearing 
on stage in his behalf.  Many other notables 
such as Charlton Heston, Jimmy Stewart and 
Efram Zimbalist, Jr., also supported him pub-
licly. 
 
 Knowing his record as governor, I 
immediately volunteered to work on his cam-
paign for President when he first announced 
for the 1976 election and again in 1980.  On 
several occasions in Atlanta, I had the oppor-
tunity to talk with him personally and found 
him to be open to suggestions. Even after he 
became President, I never once saw an atti-
tude of arrogance or self-importance which 
characterizes so many people in office.  He 
called his campaign office in St. Petersburg in 
1980 and the person he spoke with mentioned 
that my mother, who had volunteered on his 
gubernatorial campaign in California, was 
helping them on his Presidential campaign. He 
asked to speak with her and they talked for 
several minutes—a special moment she never 
forgot. 
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I was a very active member of the 
Young Republicans in the early 
1990s.  One day in February of 
1990, Bill Thorne, the Executive 
Director of the Georgia Republican 
Party, asked me to carry out an 
important assignment.  Former 
President Ronald Reagan was 
coming to Atlanta to speak at the 
annual President’s Day Luncheon 
GOP fundraiser.  Thorne asked 
Young Republican leader Hunter 
Johnson of Cobb County and me to 
serve as drivers for President 
Reagan’s staff.  I drove Nancy 
Reagan’s personal assistant Sandy 
Warfield around town during their 
three day visit.  I had the memora-
ble experience of interacting briefly 
with the U.S. Secret Service as 
they coordinated all details of the 
presidential visit. 
 
 The itinerary included a 
stop by Nancy Reagan to a youth 
center in Atlanta where she spoke 
on her “Just Say NO” anti-drug program.  Ms. 
Warfield had Mrs. Reagan sign an autographed 
copy of her book My Turn for me. Later, Presi-
dent Reagan gave a rousing speech to the 
Republican activists and donors assembled for 
the luncheon at the World Congress Center.   
 
       The big highlight for me was the op-
portunity to meet President Reagan in his suite 
at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Buckhead.  He was 
very friendly and gracious to me.  Later, I re-
ceived an autographed photograph of my visit 
with him. 
    
        I have always greatly admired Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan.  I respected him for his 

strong conservative convictions, unbridled opti-
mism, courage, and perseverance.  Everyone 
in the Republican family truly misses him.  
When he passed away in 2004, Former British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher eulogized 
President Reagan with the following comments:  
“In his lifetime, Ronald Reagan was such a 
cheerful and invigorating presence that it was 
easy to forget what daunting historic tasks he 
set himself.  He sought to mend America’s 
wounded spirit, to restore the strength of the 
free world, and to free the slaves of commu-
nism.  These were causes hard to accomplish 
and heavy with risk.” 
 
       A true visionary, President Ronald 

Reagan’s steadfast leadership 
led to the end of the Cold War 
and created the largest peace-
time economic expansion in U.S. 
history.  His eternal optimism 
embodied in “that shining city on 
a hill” imagery captured the heart 
and spirit of patriotic Americans 
of all ages. 
 
       In March, the Dawson 
County Republican Party held its 
2011 County Convention.  Our 
theme was “President Ronald 
Reagan:  Legacy of Conservative 
Leadership.”  The agenda fea-
tured a program in honor of 
President Reagan’s one-
hundredth birthday. 
 
      As we embark on a 
new election cycle, I am thankful 
for the many Georgia Republican 
activists who have labored for 
years in the commitment to con-
servative principles and the lead-

ership of President Ronald Reagan.  He was an 
inspiration and set an example for all of us to 
follow. 
 

By Clint Smith, Former State Representative 

 Reagan Centennial 

Who Am I? 
 
Clint Smith is a member of the Dawson 
County Party and a former member of the 
Georgia House of Representatives.  While in 
the House, Smith chaired the House Republi-
can Social Services Task Force, the House 
Republican Water Management Task Force, 
and was Deputy Whip in the House Republi-
can Caucus.  Smith is a regular columnist for 
VOICES, the GFRW Magazine. 

Only by believing in each other, by living up to the values we share,  
by trusting in the God who has blessed our land,  

can we Americans solve the problems that have hit our Nation. 
Ronald Reagan 
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Who Am I? 
Nancy Battaglia served in several ca-
pacities during administrations of  
Ronald Reagan, as Deputy Director, 
Region IV, HHS; Special Liaison for the 
Dept. of Education; and Director of  
Communications for the Family Support 
Administration, HHS.  Nancy was also a 
GFRW  officer in the late 70s - 2nd Vice 
President and 1st Vice President.  She 
co-chaired the NFRW Biennial Conven-
tion in 1977.   

 

 

It was a great honor to serve as one of the 33 delegates 
from Georgia to the Republican National Convention in 
Detroit in 1980, and later to serve in the Reagan Admini-
stration for seven years in several capacities. 
 
 For me, Ronald Reagan was the greatest Presi-
dent in the 20th Century.  Though he had a staff of 
speech writers, he put his own imprint on his speeches 
and said those things he wanted to, even over the objec-
tions of the State Department.  He was a loyal American 
who put his country first.  He recognized the importance of 
America on the international front and governed with a 
style of leadership that gained him respect from leaders 
around the world—even from our enemies.  He had a 
forgiving nature, didn't hold grudges, and was never small 
or petty.  He and his devoted wife, Nancy, brought dignity 
and style to the White House and breathed new life into a 
nation that was suffering from high interest rates, high 
inflation, and low self-esteem.  They turned the 1980s into 
a wonderful decade of hope and accomplishment, making 
each and every one of us once again proud to be an 
American.  I will always cherish the campaign memories, 
the experience I had working in his administration, and the 
opportunities I had to speak with him personally through 
the years. 

Reflections of an Uncommon Man—continued 

Past GFRW President, Reva Jennings, was elected the 2011 
Georgia Federation Woman of the Year at the Augusta Conven-
tion in October.  Reva began her long history of  political service in 
Atlanta in 1964 when she  was active in the Fulton County Young 
Republicans.  Moving to Forsyth County in the 1970s, she became 
president of the Forsyth County Republican Women, the first of 
two terms as president.   
 
 Reva has held a wide variety of offices in the Georgia 
Federation, including: 
• President (1987-1989) 
• First Vice President (1986-1987) 
• Second Vice President (1984-1986) 
• Fourth Vice President (1982-1984) 

• Fifth Vice President (1980-1982) 
• Ninth District Director (several terms, most recent term  
 expiring 2011) 
 
 As a member of the Forsyth GOP, Reva was Forsyth 
GOP Chairman from 1985 to 1987 and served on the local GOP 
board for many years.  She has also been a member of the Geor-
gia Republican State Committee and a delegate to the Republican 
National Convention.  She has not only been a candidate for office 
herself (Georgia House of Representatives, 1984), she has also 
worked tirelessly on numerous campaigns for others.   
 

Reva Jennings is truly an inspiring . . .  
Woman of the Year for GFRW. 

Don’t let anyone tell you that America’s 
best days are behind her—that the 
American spirit has been vanquished.  
We’ve seen it triumph too often in our 
lives to stop believing in it now. 

Ronald Reagan 
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Delegates from the Georgia Federation of Republican Women were 
ecstatic when they opened their NFRW Convention Program in Kansas 
City to find  
• GFRW members recognized for outstanding committee service for 

NFRW 
• GFRW Committees and Clubs identified as winners of prestigious 

awards 
• GFRW members front and center on the program  
 

Georgia Federation  
Takes Top Awards 

 

• Betty Heitman Awards for State Excellence are presented to 
states demonstrating excellence, achievement, and accomplish-
ment in communications, outreach, programs campaign activities, 
and state functions. 

 
• Club Achievement Awards are presented to clubs demonstrating 

excellence in membership development, campaign activities, com-
munity relations, programs, and club functions. 

 
Diamond 

Cobb County Republican Women 
North DeKalb Republican Women 

Savannah Area Republican Women 
Gold 

Bartow Republican Women 
Buckhead Republican Women 

Chattahoochee Republican Women 
Greater Fayette Republican Women 
Middle Georgia Republican Women 

Republican Women of Cherokee County 
Silver 

N. Georgia New Generation Republican Women 
Oconee Regional Republican Women 
Paulding County Republican Women 

 
 

 
Bronze 

Central DeKalb Republican Women 
Downtown Atlanta Republican Women 

Muscogee-Harris County Republican Women 
Honorable Mention 

Clayton County Republican Women 
 

• Campaign Volunteer Awards 
 Georgia—Suzi Voyles, Chattahoochee Republican 
 Women 
 
• Caring for America Awards are presented to states and clubs 

demonstrating excellence in community outreach. 
 
        National First Place Winner: Georgia 
              Caring For America Chairman: Barbara Hickey 
 
        Regional Winner: Region 7 
 Savannah Area Republican Women 
 36,000+ hours       
                Club President: Elizabeth Overton 
  
        Participating Georgia Clubs: Honorable Mention 
 Cherokee County Republican Women 
 North DeKalb Republican Women 
                                       
• Public Relations Awards recognize states doing an outstanding 

job of communicating with their members, the media, elected offi-
cials, and the Republican Party in their states.  

  
        National First Place Winner: Georgia 
              Public Relations Chairman: Mary Lou Berghel 
 Publications Chairman: Judy True 
 Documentation Team Leader: Sherry Roedl 
 
• The Women’s Purple Heart Quilt Trail Project is in honor of 

women who have received the Purple Heart medal. 
 First Place Winner: Georgia 
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Georgia Federation Members on 
 NFRW Board of Directors  

for 2010-2011 

• Tonya Boga, Bylaws, Caring for America 
• Wanda Duffie, Fundraising 
• Varie Rustin, Membership 
• Suzi Voyles, Membership, Fundraising 
• Millie Rogers, Vice Chair, Program 
• Barbara Hickey, Program 
• Lori Hullett, Public Relations 

• Lori Pesta, Public Relations 
• Judy True, Public Relations 
• Vivian Childs, Protocol & Distinguished Guests  
• Bettye Chambers, Chair, Website Assistance 
 

NFRW Regents Members 
From Georgia 

• Bettye Chambers 
• Karla Cooper 
• Peggy Perkins 
• Lori Pesta 
• Suzi Voyles 

GFRW Members  
on the Program  

• Suzi Voyles introduced speaker Herman Cain 
• Lori Pesta read Convention Rules 
• Lori Hullett sang “Take Back America” 

• Ginger Howard led the Public Relations Workshop on the  
               Art of Dressing and the Prayer Breakfast 

Georgia Membership  
GFRW Membership reported in the  

Convention Program included: 
2008  1216 members 
2009  1530 members 
2010  1161 members 
2011  1056 members 

Georgia Delegates to the 2011 
NFRW Biannual Convention: 

 
Suzi Voyles, GFRW President 
 
Club Delegates: 
Chattahoochee Republican Women, Melinda Mock 
Cobb County Republican Women, Sheila Brower 
N. Georgia New Generation Republican Women, 
 Julianne Thompson 
Republican Women of Cherokee County, Lori Pesta 
Savannah Area Republican Women, Elizabeth Overton 
Union County Republican Women, Lori Hullett 
 
Club Alternates: 
N. Georgia New Generation Republican Women,  
 Debbie Whelchel 
 
Delegates at Large: 
Millie Rogers, Cobb County Republican Women 
Judy True, Chattahoochee Republican Women 
Barbara Hickey, Cobb County Republican Women 
Sheila Galbreath, Savannah Area Republican Women 
Lynda Morse, Savannah Area Republican Women  
 (seated alternate ) 
 
Delegates at Large Alternates:  
Johnell Woody, Cobb County Republican Women 
 
Georgia Page: 
Tori Thompson, daughter of NGNGRW President, Julianne Thompson and 
 GOP 7th District Chairman, Jason Thompson 
 
Georgia Guests: 
Chuck Pesta, Republican Women of Cherokee County, Associate 
Dianne Vann, Middle Georgia Republican Women 

TAKING BACK AMERICA SONG/VIDEO  
Led by Chairman Lisa Roper of Texas, the NFRW Public Re-
lations Committee unveiled the "Taking Back America" song 
and video to thunderous applause from convention-goers. 
Sung by GFRW’s own Lori Hullett, the song was a tribute to 
the thousands of active members in local clubs nationwide.  
The song is delivered as part of a video showcasing women 
engaged in political, educational, and community activities.  

Undergirding teamwork is an awareness by all that they need one another and must pool their 
talent, energy, and resources.  There is a feeling that when the team wins everybody wins! 

John W. Gardner, 
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Members began to arrive at the Marriott-Augusta Convention Center on 
Thursday, October 27, 2011.  On Friday, October 28, 2011, a Cam-
paign Management School was held from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
  I was part of a caravan of three cars.  We took off from At-

lanta at noon, made a quick lunch stop, and arrived in Augusta about 
3:30 p.m..  After unloading the cars, we checked into our rooms and 
then scattered to register, attend various meetings, and get ready for 
the afternoon and evening activities.   

 
Members of the Reagan Club were treated to a boat ride on 

the Savannah River where hors d’oeuvres and beverages were con-
sumed.   

 
At 7:00 p.m. members gathered in one of the ballrooms for a 

reception and were treated to the music of the Joey Brush Band.  We 
discovered that some of the ladies are quite good dancers! 

At 9:00 p.m., members gathered in the hotel’s Presidential  
Suite for a sumptuous array of Coffee, Chocolates, and Cordials and to 
meet the Slate of Officers.  Several past presidents of GFRW and the 
Georgia GOP Chair, Sue Everhart, enjoyed the special treats provided 
by the GFRW’s Nominating Committee.  We were all on a super sugar 
high by the time we left the hotel’s Presidential Suite!  

 
It was then off to bed to get a few hours “shut-eye” before an 

o’dark-thirty wake-up call. 
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Saturday, at 8:00 a.m., an Executive Committee Meeting was held, 
followed by a Board of Directors’ meeting.  The 27th Biennial Conven-
tion of the Georgia Federation was called to order at 11:12 a.m.  Sev-
eral reports were presented and motions made.  President Suzi 
Voyles announced that GFRW came home from the NFRW Conven-
tion in Kansas City with several awards.   
 
• The Publications Committee took 1st place for NFRW’s Public 

Relations Reward.  An exhibit table was available to GFRW 
members to view the various publications the committee has 
created, including several issues of VOICES Magazine and our 
new VOICESmail.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• A Betty Heitman Award for State Excellence was presented to 
GFRW for excellence, achievement, and accomplishment in 
communications, outreach, programs, campaign activities, and 
state functions.  

• The NFRW Club Achievement Awards are presented to clubs 
that demonstrate excellence in membership development, cam-
paign activities, community relations, programs, and club func-
tions. Numerous club achievement awards were brought home to 
Georgia and announced in Augusta.  (See listing in report of 
NFRW Convention.)   

• The 1st place for the NFRW Caring for America Award was 
presented to Georgia for excellence in community outreach.  
GFRW took 1st place for this award.  Congratulations to Barbara 
Hickey, Chairman.  

• Finally, GFRW participated in Women’s Purple Heart Quilt 
Trail Project in honor of women who have received the Purple 
Heart medal.  Our quilt/wall hanging was on display during the 
Convention.  

 
Ann Hall, President of the Richmond County Republican 

Women, read a letter from Mayor Deke Copenhaver of Augusta, wel-
coming GFRW to his city. 

 
The convention got down to the business of electing offi-

cers.  The slate presented by the Nominating Committee was an-
nounced.  Donna Rowe took over as Nominating Committee chairman  
and handled her responsibilities professionally and effectively, ex-
plaining the due diligence efforts of the Committee.  As qualifications 

for president were reviewed, nominee Barbara Hickey graciously with-
drew her name from the race.  (Eligibility requirement for president 
included service as a standing committee chairman, whereas Barbara 
has been a special committee chairman.  Barbara was later elected 
Third Vice President. ) Donna carefully reviewed the list of  21 GFRW 
members who were qualified for candidacy under the bylaws.  Several 
members were nominated from the floor and Rose Wing of Cobb 
County was elected our next GFRW President.  The final selection of 
officers was as follows: 

 
President Elect, Rose Wing (Cobb Co) 
1st Vice President, Judy True (Chattahoochee) 
2nd Vice President, Wanda Duffie (Columbia Co) 
3rd Vice President, Barbara Hickey (Cobb Co) 
Secretary, Mindie Glidewell (Bartow) 
Treasurer, Sheila Galbreath (Savannah Area) 
Assistant Treasurer, Billie Dendy (Cobb Co) 
 

The convention luncheon included a presentation by Vir-
ginia Galloway,  who gave a very interesting talk about the judicial 
system, entitled:  “Judicial 101, A Joint Educational Project of Ameri-
cans for Prosperity Foundation and the American Center for Law & 
Justice.”  The convention ended with Suzi installing the new officers 
for 2012-2013 and announcing that Reva Jennings was named 
GFRW’s “Woman of the Year.”   

 
The GFRW Publications Committee would like to extend 

heartfelt Congratulations to Reva and all of our new officers. 
 
Then it was back to our respective homes with the call to 

unite in our common goal of sending Obama back to Chicago in 2012.  
We have our marching orders, ladies.  Let’s do all we can to make 
that happen – for the sake of our beloved country and the freedoms 
she provides to us. 

2012 Officers: President—Rose Wing, 2nd VP—Wanda Duffie, Treasurer– 
Sheila Galbreath, Asst. Treasurer— Billie Dendy, and 1st VP—Judy True. 
Not pictured:  3rd VP—Barbara Hickey and Secretary— Mindie Glidewell. 
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By Christine Ries, ……. 

Close Up 

 

One of the most important things I learned 
during my graduate studies at the University 
of Chicago is this:  Simple principles go a 
long way. 
 

As we enter the primary and presi-
dential election season, it’s easy to be di-
verted and confused by the candidates’ 
competing plans and promises.  But, we can 
make the right choices by sticking to the 
simple principles of economic freedom. 

 
If you ask my Georgia Tech stu-

dents what they learned in my class, they 
will tell you this: All prosperity comes from 
trade.  Without trade and exchange, with 
each person specializing in doing what they 
do best, we’d all be living on the equivalent 
of a desert island at subsistence level. 

 
So the possibility of trade, buying 

low and selling high to make a profit, is the 
basic building block of the incredible pros-
perity we enjoy.  And, the freedom to trade, 
to go into business, to make a profit and 
keep it, is the foundation. 

 
As we look through history and 

across countries, this principle is proven 
true again and again.  When economic free-
dom expands, prosperity follows quickly. 

 
As voters and politically involved 

citizens, we need to put at the top of our 
lists a return to economic freedom.  This 
means clear and reliable protection of prop-
erty rights.  We must encourage those who 
trade.  We need to stand together to support 
the rule of law, equally applied to all, and  
against confiscation of earnings or property.  
We must cut away the web of regulations 
that forces our businesses to make choices 
that reduce the efficiency of their operations.   

So, as we evaluate the candi-
dates’ promises and programs, we must 
look for large scale changes in the way 
things are currently done. 

 
Candidates must have clear and 

believable programs to eliminate any regula-
tions that fail to meet a strict test.  All stand-
ing regulations or new regulations must be 
guilty until proven innocent.  For a regulation 
to exist or be imposed, there must be clear, 
strong proof that the benefits to ALL exceed 
the costs in lost efficiency, profits, and jobs 
for ALL.  No longer can we allow programs 
with benefits for a few to impose efficiency 
costs that affect many.  (Economists do 
have the tools to measure these things and 
we must insist that the government use 
them.) 

 
Candidates must commit to pro-

growth tax reform that lifts the burden from 
those who earn income, make profits, and 
create jobs.  This means immediate reduc-
tion of marginal tax rates on corporate 
and personal income and capital gains.   
 

Since we need to tax something, 
we must tax instead the activities that don’t 
directly produce income.  Tax consumption, 
not production and savings.  Eliminate de-
ductions and exemptions for “special” cir-
cumstances and behaviors and use revenue 
generated by these simplifications to cut 
marginal tax rates as much as absolutely 
possible. 

 
I want to toss in no more govern-

ment loan guarantees of any kind, but that is 
beyond the scope of this commentary.  It is, 
however, essential. 

 
 

These are the prescriptions that 
give us economic freedom and prosperity.  
Period. 

 
We can argue about the transition 

costs and who bears them.  But, we should 
also consider who benefits from economic 
prosperity.  (Is it better to pay no taxes and 
have no job, or pay tax at a low level and be 
employed?)  And, such arguments are al-
ready being presented and debated. 

 
We must reclaim our economic 

freedom in order to return to prosperity.  
Economic freedom requires transformation 
of the way regulations are imposed and 
continued.  Economic freedom requires that 
we rely on something other than taxation of 
income earners and job-creators to finance 
our government. 

 
I am not supporting any candidate 

or program that fails to lead us firmly down 
the road to greater economic freedom.  If 
most Americans join me in this commitment, 
we’ll turn the country and the economy 
around. 

 
 

 

The Economy 
Who Will Help Us Reclaim Our Economic Freedom? 

By Christine P. Ries,  
Georgia Institute of Technology 

Who am I? 

Christine P. Ries, a 
Professor of Econom-
ics at Georgia Tech, is 
a specialist in interna-
tional financial eco-
nomics, corporate 
financial management, 
and organizational 
economics and gov-
ernance.  She has 
served as consultant and advisor to many 
U.S. and foreign corporations.   
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So, here are the two dates to mark on the 
calendar:  November 23, 2011, the day be-
fore Thanksgiving) and December 23, 2011, 
(two days before Christmas).  What makes 
these dates special? 
 
 Wednesday, November 23, 2011, is 
the deadline for the so-called Congressional 
”super-committee” (actually named the Joint 
Select  Committee on Deficit Reduction) to 
issue its recommendations for at least $1.5 
trillion in federal deficit reductions over the 
next ten years. 
 
 Friday, December 23, 2011, is the 
deadline for both Houses of the United States 
Congress to vote on the super-committee's 
recommendations. Neither date will be a ”fun” 
day for anyone. 
 
 The compromise that produced this 
super-committee process was the product of 
the debt-ceiling crisis just three months ago.  
Basically, the federal government reached its 
borrowing limit and House Republicans re-
fused to increase the federal debt limit with-
out significant spending cuts.  The resulting 
“compromise” was the Budget Control Act of 
2011. Just days later, the United States' 
credit rating was downgraded anyway. 
 
 (Experts say this super-committee 
model looks a lot like the Base Realignment 
and Closure process when the Congress ef-
fectively punted its role in making the hard  
choices for military base closures.  Yet, this 
super-committee has power that dwarfs the 
closure of individual military bases around the 
country.) 
 
 For a country that has prided itself 
on the de-concentration of power, the super-
committee is actually a frightening concentra-
tion of power. Twelve members of Congress 
(six Senators and six Representatives) 
equally divided between Democrats and Re-
publicans effectively get to decide whether 
taxes are raised (and how much); which (if 
any) entitlement programs get reformed (and 
how); whether defense spending is cut (and 
how much); and, everything else associated 
with the funding and operation of the federal 
government. 

 Rather than 435 Representatives 
and 100 Senators doing their job (as contem-

plated by the founding fathers in the United 
States Constitution), all of the taxing and 
spending power of the Congress has been 
effectively concentrated into twelve people 
who were picked but not elected to serve on 
the super-committee. 
 
 Of course, super-committees with 
such enormous power are referenced no-
where in the United States Constitution.  The 
founding fathers who feared the concentration 
of power more than anything else must be 
rolling over in their graves. 
 
 The United States Constitution actu-
ally does lay out a process for the operation 
of the government, starting with a provision 
that "all bills for raising revenue shall origi-
nate in the House of Representatives" -- not a 
super-committee.  But, this compromise proc-
ess is not much for Constitutional protocol. 
 
 In fact, other than a token tipping of 
the hat to a “vote,” the recommendations from 
the super-committee are not even subject to 
any of the normal protections associated with 
a democratic process.  For example, while 
the House and the Senate vote on the super-
committee's recommendations under the 
compromise, it is only on a ”take it or leave it” 
basis. 
 
 In the House of Representatives, 
this means that the recommendations are not 
subject to amendments (no matter how valid 
the amendment) or the “majority of the major-
ity” procedural maneuver to prevent bad leg-
islation from reaching a final vote.  In the 
Senate, the legislation is not subject to fili-
buster.  This means limited debate with a 
simple majority vote. 
 
 Dissent is effectively stripped of any 
ability to make a difference. Instead, a simple 
majority, not subject to any procedural protec-
tions for the minority, can now impose some 
of the most important and significant changes 
(good or bad) in U.S. history to the defense, 
security, taxes, and entitlements of the Ameri-

can people. 
 
 Even then, the majority only gets 
two options: yes or no to the super-
committee's recommendations.  But, the ”no” 
is not without serious consequence.  Under 
the Budget Control Act of 2011, if the super-
committee fails to agree on recommenda-
tions, or the full Congress fails to pass it, then 
really bad things happen. 
 
 The compromise contains a "trigger 
mechanism" that, in the absence of action by 
the Congress and the President, would auto-
matically impose $1.2 trillion in spending 
cuts. 
 
 In the abstract, this does not sound 
so bad.  But, the automatic spending cuts are 
not intended to be a real solution.  Instead, 
they are intended to be punitive -- serving as 
a huge stick to force the Congress to accept 
the super-committee's recommendations.   
The automatic trigger mechanism imposes an 
arbitrary 50/50 split of the $1.2 trillion in 
spending cuts between national security and 
domestic spending -- not including the big 
entitlement programs like Social Security. 
 
 Unfortunately, notwithstanding the 
rather Draconian nature of the compromise, it 
actually does little to solve either the federal 
deficit (spending over revenue each year) or 
the federal debt (accumulated deficits year 
after year). With over $15 trillion in federal 
debt, and continuing federal deficits, the pro-
posed cuts are drops in the bucket. 

From  J. Randolph Evans 
McKenna, Long & Aldridge  

Who Am I? 
 
Randy Evans of McKenna Long 
& Aldridge served as outside 
counsel to the Speakers of the 
104th—109th  U.S. Con-
gresses., Dennis Hastert and 
Newt Gingrich. He also repre-
sents several other members of 
Congress, as well as elected 
officials in Georgia.   He is Chairman of the Board 
of the Newt Gingrich Companies.  Evans is a fre-
quent lecturer and author on subjects of profes-
sional liability and ethics, government ethics and 
politics. 
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The Tea Party movement began in early 2009 
in reaction to the big government activism of 
the Obama Administration. Our objective: Re-
store the U.S. Constitution according to the 
original intent of our nation’s Founders. Dedi-
cated to the core principles of fiscal responsibil-
ity, limited government, and free markets, the 
movement has always made its policy inten-
tions clear. From the beginning, Tea Party ac-
tivists opposed government bailouts, 
Obamacare, cap-and-trade policies, and sup-
ported lower, simpler taxes, and individual lib-
erty. 
 
 Georgia Tea Party (GTP) began in 
April, 2009, and proceeded to stake out clear 
policy positions on state and federal issues. In 
2010, we began lobbying at the Georgia Capitol 
and have since established task forces to com-
municate regularly with local, state, and federal 
elected officials. While rallies and marches may 
have marked the early activities of the Tea 
Party movement, we currently hold weekly 
meetings to educate volunteers about the Con-
stitution and public policy issues; and our task 
forces meet separately to plan and carry out 
their missions. 
 

While some have compared Occupy Wall 
Street (OWS) and the Tea Party movement, the 
similarities between the two political move-
ments are few. The Tea Party movement is a 
grassroots movement in the truest sense (I 
know, because I helped start GTP in Cobb 
County). It is unclear how OWS began and 
what its objectives are. 
 
 According to an October 30, 2011 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution article, the first call 
to action for OWS came from a left-wing maga-
zine, Adbusters, in Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, which called for a Wall Street occupation 
beginning September 17, 2011. There was 
obviously more going on behind the scenes, but 
we may never know that story. Fox News broke 
a story on November 3, that ACORN in New 
York, now operating as New York Communities 
for Change, was paying its employees to show 
up at OWS rallies and marches. OWS has left-
wing class warfare written all over it, and the 
collaboration of labor unions and other left wing 
groups are testimony to that. 
 
 While OWS blames our economic 
woes on capitalism, specifically the excesses of 
Wall Street, protestors fail to understand that 

the shenanigans of Wall Street financiers were 
made possible by bad policies from Washing-
ton, D.C. The Tea Party movement under-
stands that capitalism and individual freedom 
are intertwined: you can’t have one without the 
other. OWS protesters want to trash the free 
enterprise system and redistribute wealth, a 
sure way to destroy freedom and opportunity. 
 
 OWS participants began by demon-
strating against the “one percent” controlling the 
rest of us—the “other 99 percent,” but there 
was no statement of policy objectives or what 
the group wanted to achieve. The unifying 
theme of OWS protestors has been to rail 
against greed. How exactly does one protest 
against a negative character trait that is part of 
human nature? No street protest is going to 
change the nature of man. 
 
 By mid-October, an OWS manifesto 
of sorts emerged. “The 99% Declaration” in-
cluded such policy prescriptions as barring 
private donations to political campaigns 
(meaning taxpayer funding of campaigns); term 
limits for federal legislators; adoption of a sin-
gle-payer government healthcare system; elimi-
nating the   

Close Up 

By Jim Jess 

: Occupy Wall Street Is No Tea Party  

Photo: public domain 
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Past Presidents 

Of the  

Georgia Federation of 

Republican Women 

S.S. Halliburton, 1957 
Halycon “Chon” Bell, 1960—1962 

Anne Bateman, 1962—1964 
      Rita Creeson & W.C. LeShanna,  

Oct. 1964—March, 1965 
Lee Ague Miller, 1965—1967 

Bootsie Calhoun, 1967—1968 
Virginia Estes Massey, 1968—1971 

Margaret Holliman, 1971—1975 
Lil McAfee, 1975—1977 
June Kidd, 1977—1979 

Kathie Miller, 1979—1983 
Helen Van Waldner, 1983—1985 

Sandra Deyton, 1985—1987 
Reva Jennings, 1987—1989 

Kathie Miller, 1989—1993 
Sharon Jacoby, 1993—1997 
Emma Hinesley, 1997—2001 

Valerie Betz, 2001—2005 
Millie Rogers, 2005 – 2009 
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 use of fossil fuels; making individuals pay their “fair share” in taxes (an Obama mantra); 
a public works approach to creating jobs; forgiving student loans, financed by a corpo-
rate tax increase; passing the DREAM Act, which would allow illegal aliens to stay in the 
U.S.; ending “perpetual war for profit;” a home foreclosure moratorium; abolishing the 
Electoral College, and ending the war in Afghanistan. 
 
 While some OWS policy goals might attract mainstream Americans, it’s mostly 
a left-wing wish list loaded with “something for nothing” propositions. One thing the OWS 
crowd doesn’t seem to care about is personal responsibility. They want someone else to 
pay for their healthcare, job training, school loans, and mortgage payments. 
 
 What has OWS accomplished thus far, aside from camping out in non-camping 
areas? In New York, a crowd of young people gathered to repeat, word-for-word, a Marx-
ists professor’s lecture. In Chicago, the Communist Party USA marched with OWS pro-
testors and a man with a bullhorn announced the party’s support. In Atlanta, OWS re-
fused to allow civil rights icon U.S. Rep. John Lewis speak at their meeting. No group 
with a serious interest in impacting public policy would have committed such an obvious 
error. It’s difficult to take these folks seriously when one witnesses such episodes as 
these. 
 
 OWS is a disorganized mob. For now, OWS is being cheered and financially 
supported by progressive labor unions, the Democratic Party, and communists, and they 
may well be manipulated to the advantage of these groups. In time, OWS will likely lose 
control of its own movement and become foot soldiers for the American left. 

Who Am I? 
 
Jim Jess is a founding board member of the 
Georgia Tea Party and president of the Foun-
dation for Constitutional Education. He works 
in magazine publishing and holds bachelor’s 
degrees in political science and mass commu-
nication from Miami University (Ohio). He 
worked in the office of Gov. Sonny Perdue and 
has been an activist and leader in the conser-
vative movement for more than 30 years.  

Mobocracy on Parade 

Continued from Previous Page 
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Continued on next page 

 

Republicans cannot rest on their massive wins in 2010.  Everything 
fell our way in 2010, and we cannot take all the credit for making it 
happen.  Give some credit to the Democrats, who by their arro-
gance, intimidation, and just plain bad government made it easy for 
Republicans to win.  Even though they have not changed their ways, 
2012 is going to be more difficult because the stakes are higher.  We 
will be electing a President; and, even though Obama is the worst 
President we have ever had, he will be difficult to defeat, because 
too many people depend on him to let him lose.  I could go on and 
on about his faults and why he is a danger to our future, but most of 
us already know that, so I am going to concentrate on gearing up for 
the battle ahead. 
 
 In the Lowndes County-Valdosta area, we have three or-
ganizations representing conservative values: Lowndes County Re-
publicans, SW Ga. Republican Women, and the Tea Party.  There is 
an overlapping of members, but many, many others belong to one of 
the individual groups.  In each of the groups, there is a wealth of 
talent and a resolve to turn things around, not only in our city, but in 
the state and nation, as well. 
 
 We formed what we call a “think tank,” made up of volun-
teers from each of the groups.  Any member of any of the groups is 
welcome to attend.  Our purpose is to stay informed of legislation 
being considered at all levels of government, determining how the 
legislation affects our way of life, i.e., is it Constitutional and what 
action we should take?  We are also dedicated to keeping others 
who are not members of any of our organized groups informed.  We 
are doing this by e-mail, letters-to-the-editor, giving interviews to 
local radio stations, etc.  We have a college student who is techno-
logically talented, brings his laptop to our meetings, and does design 
work for us.  Some retired men attend and others are available for 
letter writing, interviews, etc.  We have working women who come on 
their lunch hour and other women who are dedicated to making a 
difference.   
 
 

 Our “think tank” meets each Tuesday and Thursday morn-
ing of each week.  Yes, many of our household chores don’t get 
done; but, if we don’t do something about things going on around us, 
we may not have a house to clean.   
 
 I am going to make some suggestions as to how you might 
use our model to set up your own “think tank.”   
 
1.  Invite people to a meeting who are concerned about what is hap-
pening to our country.  Be sure and include members from your Con-
servative Republican groups and the Tea Party.  We cannot work as 
individual groups in this next election.  We need to come together as 
one and defeat the enemy. 
 
2.  Out of this group, identify people who like to do research on the 
Internet.  You might even have a laptop available to show them how 
to ”google” a subject.  Sometimes just “H B  000,” is all you need to 
find a bill being considered at the state or federal level.  You’d be 
surprised what you will find if you just google a name.  (I googled my 
name once and the first thing I found out was how old I was.  I really 
didn’t mean for my age to be in the public domain.) 
 
3.  Put someone in charge of  “letter writing.”  This doesn’t mean 
they will write every letter.  It means they will ask people they know 
who are good writers, to write letters-to-the-editor.  The group can 
supply the facts, but the writer should know the background, too.  
Letters should be approved by the group.  Send them to newspapers 
in neighboring counties or to the papers in Atlanta.   
 
4.  Put another person in charge of gathering e-mail addresses.  
These would be e-mail addresses of everyone, not necessarily the 
members of the three organizations.  This is to inform EVERYONE 
about what is going on.  Don’t bombard them with e-mails, send e-
mails just when it is necessary to inform them about something im-
portant.  We can’t depend on the newspapers to keep us informed.  
Use a group of people to send these e-mails.  Each would have a list 
of 25 or 30 of their friends they could pass vital information to, so 
they would at least know what is happening around us.  Chances are 
they will read something that comes from a friend, as opposed to a 
political group sending it out.  It would be a good project for someone 
who wanted to help but did not particularly like to attend meetings. 
 
 

By Barbara Schmader, President  
Georgia Southwest Republican Women’s Club 
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 Members of the Georgia 
Federation of Republican Women 
have the opportunity to become a 
member of the 2011 Ronald 
Reagan Club.  Memberships en-
able GFRW to achieve the organi-
zation’s goals for the Republican 
cause in Georgia.  Your contribu-
tion makes it possible for GFRW 
to: 
 
• Maintain the website, 

www.gfrw.org 
• Print educational materials 
• Post the on-line magazine . . . 

VOICES 
• Post the weekly E-News to 

your e-mail address 
• Form new clubs and support 

existing clubs. 

 We welcome your contri-
bution as a Reagan Club Member 
($100) or as a GFRW Sustaining 
Member ($25).  Your local club 
can also join the Reagan Club.  
Membership dues support  
GFRW’s efforts to advance the 
participation of Republican Wo-
men in all areas of politics and to 
promote Republican candidates 
and philosophy. 
 
 Members are entitled to 
a special pin  Members are also 
recognized on the website and 
they enjoy VIP seating at GFRW 
Board of Directors meetings and 
functions.  Sustaining members 
are also recognized on the web-
site. 

 

 

 

 

Check one:   ___ Reagan Club Membership $100,  
       ___ GFRW Sustaining Membership $25 
 
Name ____________________________________________ 
Club _____________________________________________ 
Address __________________________________________ 
City _____________________State ____  ZIP ___________ 
Telephone ________________________________________ 
E-Mail Address ____________________________________ 
E-Mail Preferences:  
__ plain text only, __ rich text color,  
__PDF attachment, __ WORD Attachment. 
 
Make your check payable to GFRW and on the reference line—
write Reagan Club.  Mail to:  

Wanda Duffie 
4193 Day Road 

Martinez, GA 30907 

 
 

2011 Reagan 
Club  
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Who Am I? 
 
Barbara Schmader is President of 
the Southwest Georgia Republican 
Women’s Club.  An active Young 
Republican organizer, Barbara also 
worked for the Governor of West 
Virginia.  She has a degree in jour-
nalism and has worked in public 

relations. 

Continued from previous page 

Think Tanks  
 

5.  Have a group to get newspaper addresses in other cities and 
states when you want to get your message out to the masses.  
Use a letter-writer whose title has clout. Example:  I asked a 
retired General to write a letter which I was going to send 
throughout the southern U.S.  I was giving him a lot of details 
and he asked, “Why don’t you write this?”  My response, 
“Because I’m not a retired General who has flown fighter planes 
in several wars trying to preserve our freedoms.”  He got the 
message.  Presidents of companies can make an impression on 
business/tax issues.  Educators and public officials are also 
valuable resources for letter-writing.  This would also give some-
one a job to do at home and they would not have to attend meet-
ings. 
 
6.  Establish a working relationship with our two Senators,  our 
Congressman, and your state elected officials.  We all have ac-
cess to them through e-mails, calls, etc.; but, you never know if 
the elected official personally sees your message.  Sure, you get 
an answer, but most of the time it is from a staffer, and many 
times it is a form letter.  We have heard that our elected officials 
just weigh the mail they get (after they check for donations) and 
then act.  We have to show them that there is a better way and 
we are there to make their representing us easier.  Work with the 
elected officials and explain to them that instead of us bombard-
ing them with calls, e-mails and/or letters, we will compile our 
thoughts and suggestions and they will be presented to them by 
our group.  It might be that on some issues, they will take the 
pulse of their constituents and report to them that we are equally 
divided, or we heavily favor one side or the other.  We would 
expect them to give your pros and cons and any information that 
might help us to make educated decisions.   
 
 We need to educate the public about the laws being 
passed that are not in our best interests.  If the public is in-
formed, they will be more cautious when they go to the polls to 
elect public servants who should have OUR interests at heart.  
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MEMBERS 
Wanda Duffie 
Babe Atkins-Byrne 
Lynda Morse 
John Albers 
Charlice Byrd 
Karen Handel 
Suzi Voyles 
Vivian Childs  
Ansley B. Saville 
Sandra B. Johnson 
Judson Hill 
Maris Strollo - Zack 
Barbara Dean 
Chris Waldman 
Bobbie Frantz 
Shelia Galbreath 
Lori Pesta 
Millie Rogers 
Maria Sheffield 
Lydia Hallmark 

Donna Rowe 
Darwin Carter 
Tim Echols 
Rebecca Smith 
Rep. Barbara Simms 
Dr. Kathryn Webb 
Lori Hullett 
Rosalyn Gilreath 
Sue Everhart 
Candace Shaker 
Ann R. Hall 
Johnell Woody 
Rose Wing 
Sharon Van Huss 
Nita Boeglen 
Linda Joyce Menk 
Donna Towery 
Tracy Lewis 
Augusta Gammon 
Pamela Lightsey 
Julianne Thompson 

SUSTAINING  
MEMBERS 

Allie Gelineau 
Barbara Hickey 
Sarah Looper 
Varie Rustin 
Billie Dendy 
Tammy Johnson 
Daphne Dove - Pierce 
Donna Wieczorek 
Dee Gay 
Eleanor Toppins 
Dr. Judy True 
Marjean Birt 
Laurie Padgett 
Melinda Mock 
Vickie Temple 
Chris Owens 
Sherry Roedl 
Elaine Alderman 

 
                       CLUBS 
Greater Columbia County Republican Women 
Republican Women of Henry County 
Republican Women of Union County 
Cobb County Republican Women 
Savannah Area Republican Women’s Assoc. 
Middle Georgia Republican Women Vivian 
Union County Republican Women 
Camden County Republican Women 
Coastal Republican Women’s Club 
Douglas County Republican Women’s Club 
Greater Fayette Republican Women 
Golden Isles Republican Women 
Paulding County Republican Women 

Fall Convention - Augusta GA 
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One person alone can-
not win an election.  
Campaigns need an 
army of donors and 
volunteers.  With all the 
liberal special interest 
groups and unions help-
ing Democrats, Republi-
can Women Clubs can 
be a driving force in 
helping level the playing 
field which will result in 
more GOP victories.  
Here are some activities 
to pursue: 
 

1.  Register new voters 
Too many elections are decided by a razor-thin margin.  We need 

more GOP voters to pull out these close races.   
 
The US Census reported in the 28 states that have voter registra-

tion by party, between 2006 and 2008, Democrats registra-
tion increased by 12% while Republicans only grew by 1.7%.  
As of May 2010, there were 43 million Democrats and 29 
million Republicans registered in the USA.  It is a huge gap 
and a disaster in the making if we don’t register more Re-
publicans.   

 
We are outnumbered in our efforts to register more conservative 

voters.  The Democrats have organizations such as ACORN 
(or whatever it is called now) and the League of Women 
Voters actively recruiting new liberal voters.  Republican 
Women Clubs are uniquely organized and positioned to 
counter these groups.   

 
Voter registration drives are a year-round task that will impact our 

electoral success.  Clubs should target conservative 
neighborhoods, churches, gun shows, country fairs, and 
country concerts. 

 
2.  Be the attack dog 
It is always best if a third party attacks the opponent, rather than 

the candidate.  Republican Women Clubs can be the attack 
dogs for GOP candidates.  Democrats routinely use special 
interest groups to attack GOP candidates.  It is time we de-
ploy the same tactic.   

For example, recently the League of Women Voters launched 
television ads against U.S. Senator Scott Brown.  These ads 

were designed to help his most likely Democrat opponent 
Elizabeth Warren.  It is a way of communicating a negative 
message without having it reflect poorly on their liberal can-
didate. 

 
Republican Women’s Clubs can send out press releases and 

organize a letters-to-the-editor campaigns to hold Democrats 
accountable.  Remember, letters-to-the-editor are the most 
read section of the newspaper. 

 
3.  Raise money 
Unless a candidate is self-funding, he or she always needs finan-

cial support.  Communicating with voters is an expensive 
process.  A voter needs to hear or see a candidate’s name 
13 times before they will even remember it.   

Raise money to donate to candidates so that they can send out 
mail, hire phone banks, and advertise with electronic media. 

 
4.  Recruit people to work on Election Day 
You can never have too many volunteers on Election Day.  It is 

the most important day of the campaign and all hands are 
needed.  If Republican Women’s GOP Clubs can guarantee 
a workforce, it would be a tremendous help.  It will also help 
level the playing field with the Democrats always getting big 
union support on Election Day.   

 
Candidates need volunteers willing to make phone calls, drive 

people to the polls, door knock, hold signs, and poll watch. 
 

By getting rolling one year in advance, we can help set the stage for 
more GOP victories in 2012   

By Holly Robichaud 
NFRW Campaign School Instructor  

December 2011 VOICES Magazine Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

Who Am I? 

Holly Robichaud has 20 years experience 
managing campaigns at the local, state, 
and national levels.  She has worked with 
the Republican National Committee, the 
Natl. Republican Congressional Commit-
tee and the National Republican Senato-
rial Committee.  She specializes in strat-
egy, fundraising, and voter contact pro-
grams and is an instructor in the cam-
paign school for NFRW.  Robichaud was 
a featured presenter at the GFRW 2009 
Fall Convention. 
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The purpose of the Georgia Federation of Re-
publican Women’s Americanism Committee is 
to increase the understanding and appreciation 
of the importance of the symbols, documents, 
and history of America. 
 
 We urge clubs to celebrate upcoming 
historical events, birthdays, and holidays. In 
June, clubs and members were urged to cele-
brate Flag Day. In September, an action plan 
for  “Remembering 911”  was sent to members.  
Clubs participated and members spoke at a 
Constitution Day Press Conference at the Capi-
tol held by the “We Love the Children Founda-
tion.”   We also urged clubs to celebrate Consti-
tution Day through participation in the Liberty 
Day Constitution booklet project, distribution 
and reading of the Constitution to 5th graders, 
and participating in other activities to demon-
strate  love for the United States of America 
and the blessings of freedom secured for us by 
our Founding Fathers. Additionally, we pro-
moted the 2nd Constitution Day Festival and a 
fundraiser held by “Americans for Prosperity.”  
 

CONSTITUTION DAY REPORTS 
4th District. 
District Director Sarah Looper reported for Cen-
tral DeKalb Republican Women, president, 
Cheryl Swartz and North DeKalb Republican 
Women, president, Tammy Johnson.  
   
 The best thing that happened in Dis-
trict 4 was the joint project of the Central and 
North DeKalb Republican Women. For the 
second year, these two clubs delivered 250 
U.S. Constitutions to the 4/5 Academy of Fifth 
Avenue in Decatur, Georgia. This is an Interna-
tional Baccalaureate school in the Decatur 
Charter System. There are nine fifth grades 
housed in this school. Each student received 
their own copy of the U.S. Constitution and 
each teacher received a Teacher’s Guide and 
Constitution. An attorney, Alex Johnson, 
Tammy Johnson’s son) accompanied us and 
briefly made some key points and answered 

questions. The principal was with us in each 
class. This was an exciting day for the five 
members who arrived at school at 8:00 a.m.  
and all of us had a wonderful time. 
 
 When we were leaving, the question 
was asked if we could return next year and the 
answer was “of course.” It is my hope that we 
can continue with this project at this school for 
a long time. The Constitutions were ordered 
from Liberty Day in Denver, Colorado, and the 
cost was $1.00 each. A Teacher’s Guide is 
included for each 25 Constitutions ordered and 
the Guide is excellent. 
 
8h  District  
District Director Varie Rustin reported for Mid-
dle Georgia Republican Women, president, 
Vivian Childs. 
 
 The primary project for the district 
director this quarter was coordinating a Liberty 
Day event for Constitution Day in six county 
school districts (Pulaski, Crawford, Bleckley, 
Dodge, Monroe, Houston Counties) in District 
8. The project resulted in over 1,100 students 
enjoying the opportunity to meet their elected 
official, hear a presentation from that official 
about the United States Constitution, ask and 
receive answers to their questions, and also 
receive their own copy of a pocket-sized Liberty 
Day book. The book contained copies of the 
Constitution and Declaration of Independence, 
as well as flashcards for important dates of all 
amendments and quotes.  
 
 All fifth grade students in Pulaski 
County, Crawford County, Bleckley County, and 
Dodge County participated in the event. All 
students in one Monroe County school and 
three Houston County schools also partici-
pated. Four state representatives, two state 
senators, two members of a County Board of 
Commissioners, and a city manager were pre-
senters at the event. Each presenter independ-
ently expressed how much they enjoyed the 

event.  The school leaders were also very 
happy with the event and hope it can happen 
again at their schools. Most rewarding to me as 
district director was seeing the interest and 
excitement of the students as hands shot up 
with question after question demonstrating their 
growing appreciation and sense of ownership of 
their elected representatives, their government, 
and their United States Constitution. 
 
 Funds to pay for all of the books were 
raised from different individuals, the Dodge 
County GOP, the Hawkinsville Board of Com-
missioners, and from the state representatives 
and senators who presented for the event. 
When soliciting for media coverage I was sure 
to convey that the Georgia Federation of Re-
publican Women had coordinated the Liberty 
Day project. The resulting coverage was news 
articles, plus pictures in at least six different 
newspapers, television coverage on the re-
gional TV station’s evening news with live foot-
age of the event, and radio station coverage. 
 
Cherokee County Republican Women 
Reported by Cherokee County Republican 
Women, president, Lori Pesta. 
 
 RWCC already purchased 300 book-
lets for Cherokee County school 4th  graders.  
In addition, we have added the booklets and 
teaching packets to our county school computer 
system, as we did last year. 
 
Cobb County  
Barbara Hickey, School Coordinator, reported 
for Cobb County RWC president, Sheila Brower 
and Cobb Regional RW president, Dee Gay. 
 
 In 2011, the Cobb County Republican 
Women were committed to providing fifth grad-
ers their own Constitution booklet to enhance 
the children’s understanding of the Constitution.          
      
  (Continued on next page) 

By Millie Rogers 
Chairman  
GFRW Americanism  
Committee 
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Ensure that your club members receive what they pay for.  Urge your club secretary to send updates of the club roster and mem-
bers’ addresses to the GFRW Secretary.  Include mailing addresses, telephone numbers, and e-mail addresses.    Without e-mail 
addresses your members will not receive VOICES Magazine, GFRW E-Newsletters, Legislative Updates, and VOICESmail.   
NFRW’s  Republican Woman Magazine is available online in two different formats (including PDF) as well as the traditional 
printed copy members will receive by postal mail. 

 
When club members move or change e-mail addresses, forward a copy of these changes to the GFRW Secretary so members will con-

tinue to receive their publications and notices. 
 
Announce when new issues of magazines are available. Put the links to the publications on your club website and in your club newslet-

ter.   Encourage members to click on the VOICES link in their e-mail announcement from GFRW.   
 
Copy the latest issue of VOICES Magazine to pass around during club meetings.  Display VOICES Magazine, The Republican 

Woman Magazine, or the latest VOICESmail on a laptop computer before and after local club meetings.  Station a member at the 
laptop to show others how to access the publications. 

 
Ask computer savvy members to forward the VOICES links to their friends, neighbors, and local GOP members.   
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 This year the Cobb County Schools 
and the /Marietta Marietta City Schools  su-
perintendents were extremely supportive of 
the Constitution Day project. The response 
by the school principals, the teachers, and 
students was overwhelming and really amaz-
ing. The teachers and students were so ap-
preciative of the booklets that they said they 
hope to be included in the project again next 
year. Millie Rogers did a fabulous job of rais-
ing money! She raised $4,269.00 to pay for 
the booklets and teacher’s packets. 
  
 The Cobb County School System is 
the second largest school system in the state. 
In the school district there are 8,800 fifth 
graders and 254 fifth grade classes in 69 
schools. It was a big job to coordinate all the 
requests that came in just days before Con-
stitution Day. We are so proud to have been 
able to meet the demand for the booklets 
from 34 of the 69 elementary schools and to 
give 4,100 of the 8,800 fifth-graders his or 
her-own Constitution along with a teacher’s 
packet for each class, purchased from the 
non-profit organization, Liberty Day. This was 
made possible only through the very gener-
ous donations of the majority of our state 
representatives and other donors such as a 
judge, business community leaders, county 
commissioners, individuals, and the club. A 
special thanks to everyone who donated 

money, to the club members who helped 
deliver the 4,100 booklets to the 34 schools, 
to all the participating schools, and especially 
to the teachers and students.  Republican 
women are the best!! 
 
Paulding County Republican Women  
Lydia Hallmark, corresponding secretary 
reporting for club president, Liz Bauer. 
 We don't have a lot to report be-
cause we got involved late. The Paulding 
County Republican Women's Club delivered 
29 constitutions along with a teacher's 
guide to Promise Academy in Dallas, Geor-
gia, on September 16, 2011.  Promise is a 
private Christian School.  We loved being 
able to play a small part in this worthy project 
and the school was thrilled to get them. 
 
Southwest Georgia Republican Women. 
Barbara Schmader, President.  
 
 Once again, SW Georgia  Republi-
can Women's Club sponsored a Constitution 
Day for fifth graders in the private and Chris-
tian Schools. Last year, we had 106 children, 
and this year we had 131.  We did not use 
the small Constitution booklet, but received a 
large booklet called Dynamic Freedoms, Our 
Freedom Documents, which has many impor-
tant documents and information on our found-
ing. There are businesses in Jacksonville, 

Florida, which have these printed and use 
them for advertising purposes.  They sent 
them to us free. It was quite a savings from 
past years. 
 
 Then on October 1st, we spon-
sored an all-day seminar on the Constitution, 
with a speaker from the National Committee 
on Constitutional Studies, as leader. The 
seminar ran from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. We 
provided lunch for everyone. This was a more 
costly project, but we got wonderful support 
from one local citizen; and, Amy Carter 
(House of Representatives) and Tim Golden 
(State Senator) were generous in their sup-
port. The American Legion gave us their fa-
cilities for the day at half price. The event was 
most successful and has certainly raised 
awareness in this area of our Constitution. 
 
 We all need to raise awareness on 
our founding fathers and the sacrifices they 
made and the chances they took to build a 
good foundation for America. We are at a 
dangerous crossroads, where even our rep-
resentatives in Washington do not have re-
spect for these documents and, certainly, our 
current President doesn't.  We are one short 
step from losing it all. Don't give up. Save our 
heritage.  
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Who Am I?   
 

VOICES columnist Sheila Galbreath  is  GFRW Treasurer and outgoing chairman of the Mem-
bership Committee.  She attended Armstrong State College in Savannah.  Sheila has been 
employed as a legal assistant paralegal for the past 30 years.  She currently designs and mar-
kets handcrafted jewelry.   

By Sheila Galbreath,  
GFRW Treasurer and Membership Chairman 

 

 

The GFRW Convention has come and gone; and, with the election of a new executive committee, comes the 
time to approve appointments to the various committees.  I have had the pleasure of chairing the Member-
ship Committee and hope to work with the new membership chairman to further the goals of bringing in new 
members and assisting clubs with materials and ideas.   
 
 As GFRW Treasurer and Membership Chairman, I now appreciate the fact that the GFRW Treas-
urer, Membership Chairman, and Public Relations Committee have a lot in common and should work to-
gether to make these committees successful.  While the primary job of a treasurer is to collect dues, secon-
dary to that is to keep track of members.  If the Membership and Public Relations Chairmen maintain a close 
relationship with the GFRW Treasurer, this trio can work in unison to increase membership, keep track of the 
members, and communicate with each other to promote membership through public relations and media 
outlets.  It’s all about numbers.  
 
 When it comes to duties and responsibilities of club membership chairmen, the NFRW Membership 
Handbook is invaluable.  The handbook was revised in January of 2011 by the NFRW Membership Commit-
tee and is a guide to increasing membership, as well as retaining membership.  The handbook and forms 
included in the handbook are also available on the NFRW website.   
 
 Because there seems to be a disconnect at times with regard to the 3-in-1 membership advantage 
of joining a club, the GFRW Membership Chair  is ideally the person to visit local clubs to explain and edu-
cate, not only new members, but sometimes older members who need to be reminded that they are part of a 
bigger picture.  
 
 Obviously, new membership chairmen should surround themselves with knowledgeable people who 
are interested and have time to dedicate to this endeavor.  A great example of what can be done when you 
have the right team is the Membership Committee of the Savannah Area Republican Women.  This team of 
women is proactive, if not pushy, when it comes to membership.  Rarely do non-members get past them 
without first being handed a membership application and information packet.  If someone comes to the meet-
ing who is not the guest of a member, a member of the membership committee will rush to assist the poten-
tial new member and will accompany them during the meeting and introduce them to members.  Their goal is 
to make everyone feel welcome.  
 
 Assuming the role of Membership Chairman in your local club in a presidential election year is a 
fantastic opportunity.  People seem to be more interested in getting involved and are looking for a productive 
way to get involved.  Help them choose a Republican Women’s Club.   
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Become a Facebook Friend  
and Join In!  

By Laura Ward-Johnson 
GFRW Communications Committee 

Do  your friends have Internet access?   
Do  you have a friend who is technically challenged when it comes to computers?   
Do they watch their e-mails for VOICES, announcements, and legislative updates? 
 
Help them get new issues of VOICES Magazine and The Republican Woman.   
Help them access their “news” by clicking on the link provided and go directly to a full 

color, PDF file of the magazine. (VOICES Magazine usually appears in April, Sep-
tember and December.  The Republican Woman is issued  two or three times per 
year.)   

Help your friends access and copy the magazines from www.gfrw.com  ( Login: 
GFRW09, Password: GOPwomen) and www.nfrw.org  (Login: federation, Pass-
word: nfrw1938). 

 
Federation publications archived on the websites  

are just a click away from their computer screen. 

Are you wondering what all of this Facebook fuss is all about? 
Well, it’s not nearly as intimidating as it looks. The easiest way to 
stick your toe in the water is to join for FREE. Simply go to 
www.facebook.com and sign up with your e-mail address and a 
password. Facebook will actually walk you through step-by-step 
on how to connect with Friends and even give you a quick tour of 
what you see. Once you find a few Friends you know (you proba-
bly know more people on there than you think), it’s time to get 
started. 
 
 Located in the upper blue bar is a white search box. This 
is a search tool to enter people’s names, interests you may have, 
or organizations you know about. Note that as you type, the box 
may make some suggestions for what you may be looking for, so 
see if it’s already finding it for you. If not, simply type your item 
(such as “GFRW”) and click on the small magnifying glass. The 
page will refresh with a list of suggestions for your search. Simply 
find and click on the Friend, Page, or Group and you will be di-
rected to that new page. You will need to “+1 Add Friend”  
(individual person), “Like” (Page) or “+1 Ask to Join” (Group).  
 
 So, how do you communicate with all of these different 
segments? It’s as easy as a post. Let’s start with the way you 
communicate as an individual. You have a “Status” that you can 
update and tell all of your Facebook Friends what you are thinking. 

Simply click on the blue “Update Status” link at the top of your 
News Feed or go to what is referred to as your Wall by clicking on 
your name and find your Update Status bar waiting for you to type. 
Click inside the box and type your latest adventure or thought and 
click “enter” – you have now informed all of your friends, and they 
will be able to see it in their own News Feed. Basically, it’s the 
same process on both a Page and in a Group. Just go to that seg-
ment (remember, you can type it in the white search box to find 
them) and you can then type in the status or post box to say 
something. Or, if you want to comment on someone else’s post, 
click on the blue “Comment” link under the post and type away 
(remember to hit enter when you are done). 
 
 Now, there is no stopping you—share your thoughts or 
exchange ideas with others. Have fun with it and don’t be afraid to 
click and explore. Who knows -- you may even find a new Friend. 

Who Am I? 
 
Laura Ward Johnson is a member of the GFRW Communications 
Committee and President of Republican Women of Union 
County.  She is also a member and secretary of the 2011 GFRW 
Nominating Committee. 
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Librarian: J. D. Van Brink 

 

Continued on next page 
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Introduction – Those who are familiar with Bill O’Reilly, 
host of the top-rated political commentary program The 
O’Reilly Factor on the Fox News Channel, know that he 

is also a prolific writer. O’Reilly’s lat-
est work, Killing Lincoln: The Shock-
ing Assassination that Changed 
America Forever, hit #1 on the New 
York Times’ Non-Fiction Best Seller 
list, a feat he has accomplished with 
four of his previous nine books and, 
according to O’Reilly, must drive the 
“pinheads” crazy at the New York 
Times. 

 While he normally pens contemporary nonfic-
tion, Killing Lincoln is a fast-paced historical account of 
the two weeks immediately preceding the Lincoln as-
sassination and the two-and-a-half months thereafter. 
O’Reilly’s co-author, Martin Dugard, is also a New York 
Times bestselling author, having written several history 
books, including Into Africa: The Epic Adventures of 
Stanley and Livingstone. O’Reilly is quite proud of his 
work ethic, so Killing Lincoln marks only the second 
time he has enlisted the efforts of a co-author. 

Narrative Form – In terms of literary mechanics, the 
use of the third-person objective and (occasionally) sub-
jective narrative styles, combined with 62 short chapters 
(the shortest is one page, the longest is nine) that are in 
chronological order, gives the reader a real sense of 
“being there.” 

Ford’s Theatre – Speaking of being there, my wife and 
I recently took the tour at Ford’s Theatre, which has 
been authentically restored to its “assassination night” 
appearance. The tour guide, who was very informative 
and obviously loved his job, told us that John Wilkes 
Booth was the Tom Cruise of his day and that from the 
moment Booth pulled the trigger, fought off Lincoln’s 
state box guest (more on him later), and leapt to the 

stage, to the moment he was exiting a door at the back 
of the stage was about only 30 seconds. Booth was 
able to pull this off for three main reasons, all of which 
were related to him being an actor. First, Booth was a 
regular at Ford’s Theatre, so no one questioned why he 
was there that night, giving him the element of surprise. 
Second, he was very familiar with the play, Our Ameri-
can Cousin, and knew the perfect moment to pull the 
trigger. He knew exactly when only one performer 
would be on stage, lessening the likelihood of someone 
preventing his escape, and when the audience would 
give loud applause, reducing the chances of the audi-
ence hearing the shot and being alerted. Third, Booth’s 
acting required that he be in excellent physical condi-
tion, making a twelve foot leap well within the realm of 
possibility. 

 The photograph below is of JD in the balcony at 
the Ford’s Theatre, overlooking the state box where 
Lincoln was shot. 

 

 

Framework – Killing Lincoln begins with a Prologue 
that describes the scene at Lincoln’s second Inaugural 
Address and postulates that Booth was present (a pho-
tograph at Ford’s Theatre backs this up).  

Killing Lincoln: The Shocking Events That Changed America Forever 
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Book Nook continued 

 The book is divided into four parts: Total War, The Ides of 
Death, The Long Good Friday, and The Chase. There is an 
Afterword that contains fascinating accounts of what hap-
pened to some of the characters in later years, followed by a 
thoughtful Epilogue that encourages all Americans to learn 
more about Lincoln’s assassination to acknowledge and bet-
ter understand the role that evil has played in American his-
tory. There is an Appendix containing a complete recreation 
of the April 29, 1865, edition of Harper’s Weekly to provide a 
firsthand historical account; and, the book’s extensive re-
search references are well-documented in a Notes section. 

Part One – Total War describes the key events that culmi-
nated in Confederate General Robert Edward Lee’s surrender 
to Union General Ulysses Simpson Grant (born Hiram Ulys-
ses Grant) at Appomattox Court House in Virginia on Palm 
Sunday, April 9, 1865. Featured are the professionalism, skill, 
and elegance of Lee; the tenacity and military genius of 
Grant; the heroics of General George Armstrong Custer at the 
bloody battle of Sayler’s Creek; the warped motivation of 
Booth; and, the weariness of Abraham Lincoln after four long 
years of war. 

Part Two – The Ides of Death introduces the broader assas-
sination conspiracy, describing the twists and turns that the 
conspirators went through before Booth settled on the final 
plot. Originally, the plan was to kidnap Lincoln, but Booth’s 
blind hatred of both the freed slaves and of Lincoln turned him 
to murder. 

Part Three – The Long Good Friday is without a doubt the 
most suspenseful and riveting part. Although Lincoln’s assas-
sination is, obviously, the major point of the book, the attempt 
on Secretary of State William Henry Seward’s life is more 
compelling and terrifying. Seward’s would-be assassin, Lewis 
Thornton Powell, while unsuccessful, did manage to pistol 
whip Seward’s son Frederick until the pistol fell apart; almost 
cut out the eye of a soldier stationed to protect Seward; punch 
daughter Fanny in the face and knock her unconscious; stab 
Seward repeatedly and slice the right side of his face almost 
completely off; stab son Augustus eleven times; and, stab a 
courier once in the back. 

Part Four – The Chase is somewhat anticlimactic, but deals 
with the theory that Secretary of War Edwin McMasters 
Stanton was involved in the assassination conspiracy. While 
there appears to be more circumstantial evidence to support 
his involvement than to absolve him, the conclusion is that 
there are not enough facts to be sure one way or the other. 
Just like DNA has been used to prove that some Pharaohs 
were not the son of the previous Pharaoh (I imagine that the 
previous Pharaoh would have been shocked to find out, but 
his wife would not), and that Thomas Jefferson was almost 

certainly the father of Sally Hemings’ children, perhaps some-
day we will discover a way to answer this question definitively. 

Conclusion – Writing a book, or a book review, about the 
Lincoln assassination is like making a movie about the Ti-
tanic. We all know how the story ends, but it is the telling of 
the story with all the fascinating details that make it worth the 
effort, and so it is with Killing Lincoln. 

 The book is a treasure trove of historical facts and 
trivia, and the Afterword proves the old adage that truth is 
stranger than fiction. For instance, Robert Todd Lincoln, Abra-
ham’s son, was not only present when his father died, he was 
also an eyewitness to President James Abram Garfield’s as-
sassination (1881) and was nearby when President William 
McKinley, Jr., was assassinated (1901). Also, he may have 
been romantically linked to John Wilkes Booth’s girlfriend, 
Lucy Lambert Hale, who was a U.S. Senator’s daughter. An-
other interesting tidbit is that Secretary of State Seward gave 
General Lee’s pardon application, never filed, to a friend as a 
souvenir; and, it was President Gerald Rudolph Ford who 
finally granted the pardon in 1975. Finally, the Lincoln’s thea-
tre guests, Major Henry Reed Rathbone and his date, Clara 
Harris, were later married. He eventually went insane and 
killed her with a knife and was institutionalized for the rest of 
his life. You could not make this stuff up if you tried. 

 For its attention to detail, intelligent composition, and 
relevance to our times, Killing Lincoln is a captivating page-
turner that justly deserves five stars. 

Hardcover: 336 pages / ISBN-10: 0805093079 / ISBN-13: 978-
080509307 

 

Who Am I?  

John David (JD) earned his MBA from 
Tennessee Technological University.  
He has worked at Olin Corporation, 
EDS, General Motors, IBM, Barclay’s 
American Bank, Duke Power, and The 
Institute for Nuclear Power Operations 
(INPO).  JD now works as a software 
developer at one of the largest credit 
card processing companies in the 
world, Total System Services (TSYS), 
in Kennesaw, GA.  Also, JD is the 
Chairman of the Georgia Tea Party (www.thegeorgiateaparty.org). 
He enjoys reading books on a variety of topics including history, 

philosophy, and politics. 
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Publication Hints! 

With an economy soaring out of bounds and family budgets 
feeling the pinch, clubs too are considering their bottom line 
and looking for ways to save.  Publications and expenditures 
for printing and mailing can eat a hole through a club’s 
budget.  The alternative is  - the Internet.   By communicating 
through websites, Facebook, Constant Contact and e-mails, 
clubs and state federations have put their budgets for publi-
cations and printed materials on a diet!  Being thrifty requires 
replacing printed newsletters, copies of reports, memos, 
faxes, letters, and even bulk mail - with e-mail attachments 
and web-based publications.   
   

Eight Ways Your Club Can Cut Costs  
and Increase Efficiency  

 
 1. Think—Before You Duplicate Materials. Before running 
off copies on a printer, ask “Is a printed copy absolutely nec-
essary?” If you have saved the item to a file on the computer, 
do you need a printed version? Can you e-mail a copy to 
others? Ask them to read it and save it to a file on their com-
puter. Can larger documents be saved to CD’s for distribu-
tion? 
 
2. Preview Your Materials Before Duplication. Smaller 
fonts (i.e. Aerial Narrow) and narrower margins may help get 
all of the material on a single sheet or at least, fewer sheets. 
Also, converting your document to two columns will save 
space.  Edit your copy! Eliminate unnecessary words. Get to 
the point quickly. 
 
3. Create and Attach PDF Copies of Publications and 
Printed Materials to E-mails. PDF attachments have be-
come a standard way to transmit files and publications.  
PDF’s are easy to click on and open. And, they can be saved 
to the computer desktop to read when the viewer has more 
time. (Download a free copy of  Acrobat Reader  from the 
Internet.) 
 
4. Attach a WORD Document. A WORD document attached 

to an e-mail is also easy to open. Just “click” and it appears. 
E-mailers using the latest edition of WORD to create docu-
ments can save and send documents in 2002, 2003, or 2007 
versions to enable recipients with the older versions of the 
WORD program to open and read the documents. 
 
5. Save Attached Documents and Read Them Later. One 
of the beauties of receiving e-mailed attachments as PDF 
files or WORD documents is . . . you can save them to your 
computer desktop and read them later. After you read it – 
delete it. For example, when VOICES is delivered to your e-
mail inbox, save it to the desktop and delete it when you fin-
ish reading.  (If you want to revisit an article later, you will find 
past issues archived on the www.gfrw.org website.) 
 
6. Encourage Local Club Members to Share GFRW Mate-
rials with Friends. Forward items of interest to local officials, 
friends, neighbors in your community, and interested voters 
in other areas of the country.  
 
7.  Help the Technically Challenged. During your club 
meeting, share directions on how to open and read GFRW 
and NFRW attachments and how to access the website.  
Schedule a “Computer Internet Session” for one club pro-
gram. Demonstrate on a laptop computer how to access po-
litical publications, social media, and Republican websites.  
Encourage the “technically challenged” members to enlist 
help from their family members and friends to access materi-
als on their computers through website.  Members having no 
computer can be encouraged to visit their public library. Li-
brarians will help them access www.gfrw.com. 
  
8. Conserve Your Paper Expenses. Print on both 
sides of the page, recycle paper by printing on the back of 
the page, invoice by e-mail, and use a scanner to “scan and 
save” a document rather than making a printed copy to file. 
 
Cutting costs will increase your efficiency! 

Cut Costs and Increase Efficiency 
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Feature Editor and Regional Distribution Director :  Millie Rogers.  Millie acquires feature articles and di-

rects distribution of  VOICES to national and state leaders.  A GFRW Past President, she chairs the GFRW Americanism 
Committee and is Liberty Day Project Coordinator.   A  Past President of  Cobb County Republican Women and past 2nd Vice 
President of the Cobb County Republican Party, she  also co-chairs the NFRW Program Committee.  MiIlie is employed by 
the Cobb County Board of Commissioners. 

December 2011 VOICES Magazine Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

Editor and Layout Artist:   Judy True.  Chairman of the GFRW Publications Committee and Editor of VOICES,  

Judy is a well-known author and speaker on organizational leadership topics and has edited a wide variety of publications for 
professional organizations and  nonprofit groups.  She also serves on the NFRW Public Relations Committee.  Judy founded 
LEADER—an international  special interest group, and served as President and Executive Director.   A retired  professor from 
North Georgia College & State University, Judy belongs to the Chattahoochee Republican Women’s Club.  

Copy Editor: Babe Atkins-Byrne.  Babe Atkins-Byrne  proofreads final copy of VOICES.  She  chaired the GFRW 

Membership  and Campaign Activities Committees and is a 30-year member and Past President of the Cobb County Republi-
can Women’s Club.  She is retired as a Judicial Administrative Assistant for the Cobb Superior Court and is doing job sharing 
for Judge George Kreeger. 

State Distribution Director: Bobbie  Frantz.  GFRW Secretary Bobbie Frantz distributes VOICES Magazine to 

members through emails and postings on www.gfrw.org—the website.  Bobbie began her work on VOICES as a photographer 
for the publication before becoming Distribution Director.  A former President of North DeKalb Republican Women, she is cur-
rently Treasurer and Publicity Chair for the DeKalb GOP.  Bobbie is a retired Legal Administrator.  

T.E.A.M. . . . Together Everyone Achieves More 

Editorial Advisor: Lisa Ziriax. VOICES Editorial Advisor Lisa Ziriax is Communications Director for NFRW and  re-

sponsible for the Republican Woman magazine, the NFRW website and other promotional materials and programs.  Prior to 
joining NFRW, she developed Internet and other high-tech applications and worked as a newspaper and magazine editor.  
With a bachelor’s degree in journalism, she has also instructed journalism classes.  

Columns Editor: Ullainee Stokes.  Ullainee Stokes secures articles from standing columnists of VOICES.  Vice 

Chairman of GFRW Bylaws/Rules and Resolutions Committee, she is a Past 1st Vice President, treasurer and secretary of 
GFRW.  She is the current Secretary and Newsletter Editor of Central DeKalb Republican Women and a Past President.  
Ullainee is retired from the construction and insurance industry.   

Feature Editor and Proofreader: Melinda Mock .  Vice Chairman of the GFRW Publications Committee, Melinda 

secures articles for the publication and proofreads the final copy.  As  President of Healthcare Cost Consultants she serves as 
an Orthopedic Nurse Consultant holding certifications in orthopedic nursing and life care planning. She is a member of the  

GFRW Bylaws and Nominating Committees and the Chattahoochee Republican Women.  

Associate Editor and VOICESmail Post Mistress: Sherry Roedl.  A former Executive Director of the Cobb 

Symphony Orchestra, Sherry also served as President of the Board of Directors and Executive Director of Metropolitan Youth 
Symphony Orchestra of Atlanta  She is a licensed real estate broker, formerly affiliated with Harry Norman Realtors.  As a 
GFRW Publications Committee member,  she is Associate Editor of the magazine and postmistress for VOICESmail.  Sherry 
revised the Policy and Procedures Manual and compiled the Georgia entry for NFRW’s Public Relations Award. She is a 
member of the Cobb County Republican Women’s Club.  


