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In this issue Randy Evans notes that Georgia is at an important crossroads.  In 

truth, our nation is at a crossroads.  One needs only to  listen to the media accounts to be 
reminded of the insanity of our political times.  Waiting until 2010 to take action is not an 
option any of us can afford.  All Republicans must continue to work with a vengeance to 
recover leadership and to restore sanity to our government.  Georgia Republicans have 
“held the line.”  And now we ask . . . “Where do we go from here?”   Will Georgians be 
prepared to model for other states the ongoing preparation needed  for the next election?  
That preparation begins now!   

 
This issue of VOICES reflects our continuing effort to provide an up to date 

design that is aimed to be clean, professional and fresh-looking.  This redesign comes 
after months of viewing paper magazines and internet  web-based publications in an effort 
to enhance our readers’ experience.  Following the lead of the National Federation of 
Republican Women, we have changed our classification from that of “journal” to the more 
familiar format of a “magazine.” 

 
You will see several new columns.  Allie Gelineau introduces her new column – 

Hints for Club Newsletters -  in which she provides  assistance and ideas for  club news-
letter editors.    Publications Committee members and Federation members contribute to  
Tech Talk,  a column of ideas to encourage GFRW members to be more tech savvy and 
to use the internet more effectively.    The column will share what works for column con-
tributors, as well as ideas they have found in other publications. 

  
GFRW’s transition to internet based publications and communications  has 

gone smoothly, however we want  to insure all GFRW members have access and know 
how to access GFRW computer based  communications (i.e. E-News)  and publications 
(i.e.  VOICES Magazine, membership brochures etc.).  E-News is also sent to members 
e-mail addresses.   Club Presidents - If GFRW already has your e-mail address and those 
of other members of your club, you don’t have to do a thing.  Communications and publi-
cations will arrive in your e-mail box.  If we do not have the e-mail addresses of members 
in your club, please e-mail  your latest membership information to GFRW Treasurer  - 
Kelly Campbell at  - kellyc620@yahoo.com.  

 
GFRW members who have not supplied an e-mail address can access GFRW 

publications and information by visiting www.gfrw.com . Local club officers are requested 
to remind members to access their magazine issues  through the website and then click 
on VOICES.  

 
      Judy True, Editor 
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Editor &  Layout Designer   Judy True 
Features & Copy Editor         Melinda Mock 
Reviews Editor    Mary Van Brink 
Proofreader     Millie Rogers 
Circulation      Bobbie Frantz 
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VOICES is an online, web-based publication 
issued three times annually by the Georgia 
Federation of Republican Women. Informa-
tion is compiled from resources believed to 
be reliable, but accuracy of information is not 
guaranteed.   
 
 Any written portion of this publication may 
be reprinted with credit given to the author 
and to VOICES.  Articles are invited for publi-
cation.  Acceptances are on a contributing 
basis only and are subject to editorial review.  
 
Send letters to the editor and ideas for col-
umns to: 

Judy True, Editor 
E-mail: judytrue@hotmail.com.  

 
Submit ideas for feature articles to: 

Melinda Mock 
E-mail: melmock@bellsouth.net 

 
 

VOICES provides a forum for  a wide  
spectrum of opinions.  This permits  

divergent viewpoints without implying 
the endorsement of the Federation.  

Bylined articles represent the opinions of 
the authors and not necessarily those of 

the GFRW. 
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  Message from  
  GFRW President  
  Millie Rogers 

    

President  Millie Rogers  
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 millierogers@bellsouth.net 
1st Vice President  Ruby Robinson 
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 rrobinson6@bellsouth.net 
2nd Vice President  Suzi Voyles 
 404-851-9704 
 titus2mommy@yahoo.com 
3rd Vice President Louise Little 
 706-374-6638 
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Forging the Future with 
Grassroots Education 
and Strong Leaders  

Attention  
Club Presidents 

Are your members missing out on 
 important e-mail announcements and  

e-mailed publications?  
Update your club membership  

addresses and e-mail addresses with : 
  

 Kelly Campbell, GFRW Treasurer, 
344 McCook Dr. 

Kennesaw, GA 30144 
kellyc620@yahoo.com 

 

 While this edition of the VOICES Magazine reflects on what we 
learned from the 2008 elections, we must look forward to the 2010 and 2012 
elections and elect Republicans. Now is the time to renew our determination 
for Republican success. 
 
 Spring is the time for new beginnings. President Obama and 
Speaker Pelosi are giving us many reasons to elect Republicans in 2010. 
Women who have not been involved are coming to us asking how they can 
get involved. We had almost 100 women at “Red Coat Day” at the State 
Capitol and many women are joining our clubs and forming new clubs. 
 
 This off-election year presents a great opportunity for us to rebuild 
our base at the grassroots level, to renew our efforts at educating voters 
about where the Democrats are trying to take America and to present the 
Republican alternative. We can’t wait to do this in the heat of a campaign – 
now is the time to start. We should not wait until campaign-time to talk about 
Republican values, philosophies, conservative principles, plans for the econ-
omy, foreign policy initiatives and limited government – now is the time to 
start. This must be an ongoing process. NOW is the time for basic grassroots 
action to position ourselves for 2010 and 2012. 
 
 Springtime is when we begin searching for our new GFRW leaders; 
women who will lead us in the future. Women who stand firm for good gov-
ernment, who believe in the cause they serve, who do not care who gets the 
credit as long as the job gets done, who have strong character and who are 
committed to the Federation. GFRW leaders must continue the energy and 
positive “Can Do” attitude so that our members can continue building for the 
FUTURE. Together women make a difference and when women work to-
gether, we win! 
 
 It is my hope that my service has made a difference and has been 
beneficial to the organization, the clubs and membership.  
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Letter to the Editor 
  
 I have been searching the internet for political information about our government and was amazed at  how easy it is to get informa-
tion and to post questions to the current administration.  Obama’s administration is continuing to take full advantage of the internet technology 
used during the campaign to keep the public informed and involved.  Go to www.whitehouse.gov and www.recovery.gov and you will see what 
I mean. 
 
 I just checked out www.thefoxnation.com. This site provides people with the opportunity to voice their opinions (comments) concern-
ing any FOX News story.   
 
 Every day the “Grand Old Party” gets older and older.  The party appears to be led by a number of folks who are  not in touch with 
the information age. This should concern all Republicans and should encourage them to improve their use of the internet to establish commu-
nications between the party and its members.   
 
 Basically, I am suggesting that you and the members of GFRW get the ball rolling.  Step forward and assume a leadership posi-
tion in encouraging Republicans to make use of internet technology. 

Louis  P. Harvath III 
Publisher Advisor for the GFRW Publications Committee 

 The 2008 Elections proved one 
thing—the need to “STAND UP FOR 
OUR PRINCIPLES?”  Never give them up 
for any election.  Yes, stand up and be 
proud.  Did we in 2008? 
 
 People are just now waking up to 
where the country is heading.  And, be-
lieve me, we are and should be very con-
cerned.  We are just now learning what 
has been tucked in to various bills.  The 
country is shifting at a dramatic pace.  
Will we be able to shift back?  Stop and 
really listen to the media, whatever hap-
pened to accountability?  It may not be 
the politicians . . . it may be us.  We 
trusted our politicians and thought they were doing a great 
job for us.  Wake Up!  Were they paying attention on our be-
half?  Do not be afraid to voice your opinions to any Politi-
cian—after all they work for us.  Never forget that.  Let your 

voices be heard and that happens in the 
ballot box.  
 
 We are a great Nation, the great-
est in the world.  I do not see a lot of peo-
ple trying to leave our country but, there 
are certainly a lot trying to get in, which 
brings us to issues, such as illegal immi-
gration.  We care about issues! 
 
 I sincerely encourage you to get 
involved.  It is your life and your freedom.  
They are being threatened daily.  We 
must follow in the footsteps of our Foun-
ders. 
 

 And a very big “Thank You”  to the Georgia Federa-
tion of Republican Women.  You are dynamite!  I am very 
proud of you and your Federation.  You are the VOICES that 
need to be heard. 

Perspective of NFRW President Shirley Sadler 
Stand Up For Our Principles 

 

What We Learned from 2008!  
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 There is a temptation, 
when the economy is down, to de-
velop a negative mindset, to forget 

that this is temporary. And it is temporary.  Economists are 
predicting that we will have a rough 2009 but that the re-
covery will begin in 2010. We should not forget that Geor-
gia has long been one of the fastest-growing states in the 
nation, for many reasons. We will likely be among the first 
states to emerge from this recession. And we need to pre-
pare for that bright future now. 
 
 For that reason, Gov. Sonny Perdue was right to 
recommend a bond package for new schools, transporta-
tion and other infrastructure improvements. But the pro-
jects must be “needs,” not “wants,” that significantly im-
prove our quality of life.  We need to invest in ourselves 
and our futures. Look at what those past investments 
have delivered: 
 
•  One of the world’s busiest airports, Hartsfield Jack-

son Atlanta International Airport. 
•  With the merger of Delta and Northwest, the world’s 

largest airline. 
•  The port of Savannah, which is one of the fastest-

growing container ports in the United States, home to 
giant regional distribution centers for major retailers 
like Home Depot and Wal-Mart. 

•  The Georgia World Congress Center that attracts 
major conventions from all over the country. 

•  A steadily growing number of international compa-
nies, such as Kia Motors, which is building a $1.2 bil-
lion plant in West Point. A major German trade show 
company, NurnbergMesse, recently announced the 
expansion of its North  American headquarters 
here. India plans to open a consulate in Atlanta next 
year. 

 
 The world loves us for many reasons —- the air-
port, the mild weather, the pro-business climate. More 

than ever, we need to believe in ourselves. We need to 
think of ourselves, not as just another large Southern city, 
but in the same league as other major international cities. 
  
 Recession or no recession, we can start building 
now for the day in the not-so-distant future when the 
downturn will only be a bad memory.  Now is the perfect 
time, when we have a breather from rapid growth, to try to 
finally get our transportation system up to speed. We need 
to think about a fair way to fund better roads and addi-
tional transit. Traffic congestion more than any other issue 
has threatened to derail our growth and hurt our quality of 
life. 
 
 Georgia should focus on finally resolving the con-
flict with Florida and Alabama over water. This can be ac-
complished in a way that allows adequate supply for both 
Atlanta and the downstream users, based on science, not 
politics. 
 
 Education, as always, should remain our top issue 
and we should be careful not to allow the state budget 
shortfall to hurt our progress. We need to start thinking 
about the next few years and how to make our schools 
even better. 
 
Sam Olens, (770) 528-3305 solens@cobbcounty.org is 
Chairman of the Cobb County Board of Commissioners.  
He is Chairman of the Atlanta Regional Commission 
(AFC) and Vice Chairman of the Metropolitan North Geor-
gia Water Planning District, a 16 county planning entity 
dedicated to developing water-shed specific plans for the 
district. 
 

Thursday, December 25, 2008 
Editorial for the Atlanta Journal Constitution reprinted with 

the express consent of the AJC.   
  

Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

 

Guest Editorial  
Georgia Is Fortunate, Even In Recession!   
By Sam Olens,  Chairman, Cobb County Commission    
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 In early January, the Georgia General Assembly convened 
for the 2009 Legislative Session with lofty goals of providing relief for 
homeowners, cutting millions of dollars from our state budget while 
still providing important services and programs for our citizens, ad-
dressing our worsening transportation problems, and helping to create 
new jobs.  
 
Good Stewards of Taxpayer Dollars. 

Our first hurdle was the Amended Fiscal Year 2009 Budget.  
Since our budgets are based on revenue projections, the Legislature 
must always revisit the budget for the current fiscal year and make 
adjustments for any differences in actual revenue collections.  This 
year we saw a significant difference in actual revenue collections 
below the projections we were given a year ago.  This meant our first 
constitutional act would be to reduce the budget for the remainder of 
the current fiscal year.  By prioritizing our state’s needs and eliminat-
ing unnecessary expenditures, we were able to include funding for the 
state-funded homeowner tax relief grants in this mid-year budget en-
suring Georgia homeowners will not be getting a bill for higher taxes 
this year. 
 

Once our work on the Amended FY09 Budget was com-
pleted, we immediately set out to finalize the Fiscal Year 2010 
Budget.  At $18.6 billion, this was an exercise in fiscal discipline and 
restraint in the face of declining state revenues.  To put it another 
way, funding for FY2010 was similar to the FY2007 funding level and 
approximately 12.3% less than FY2009.  With current revenues down 
over 15%, the burden to cut spending and evaluate our state’s priori-
ties was greater than ever.  The good news is that I believe we suc-
ceeded in funding our top priorities, cutting out the fat, and meeting 
the needs of our citizens. 
 

While I do not agree with the spending spree the new Ad-
ministration and Congress have been on since January, we did find it 
necessary to include $1.3 billion in the FY2010 Budget from the 
American Recovery and Reinvestments Act to keep vital programs in 
our state from simply going away.  These include programs in our 
Department of Education, Department of Community Affairs, Depart-
ment of Human Resources, and public safety agencies. 
 

The final budget includes $1 billion in spending cuts while 
avoiding increases in health insurance premiums for teachers and 
state employees and avoiding teacher furloughs.  Significant items 
that did make it into the final budget include funding for school nurses, 
virtual schools and charter schools. 
 
Transportation. 

Again this year, the legislature seemed divided on how best 
to address our state’s ever growing transportation issues.  In most of 
our growing communities around the state, we have many congestion 

problems as new residents move in 
to the area and we all sit in traffic 
getting to work, a child’s soccer 
game, or to visit any of a number of 
family or community events.  We sit 
for hours it seems in an endless sea 
of red tail lights.  Throughout Geor-
gia, transportation is more than just 
new roads and traffic congestion.  It 
is business, economic development and moving goods on rail, roads 
and water.  For this reason, we need a comprehensive transportation 
solution that meets all of these needs.   

 
We debated until the very last hours how best to fund and 

manage transportation.  In the end, the General Assembly adopted 
Senate Bill 200 providing greater oversight and accountability in trans-
portation governance.  SB 200 directs the Governor to appoint the 
head of the Planning Division in the Georgia Department of Transpor-
tation and the Georgia House Transportation Committee to confirm 
that appointment;  keeps in place the current DOT board with limited 
powers; directs the Legislature to choose transportation projects for 
up to 20 percent of the state’s gas tax collections; and appropriate all 
of the department’s budget.   Unfortunately in the late hours of Day 
40, House and Senate leaders could not come to a consensus on 
how to best fund our state’s transportation projects.  The impasse 
continues to be a state-wide one cent sales tax for pre-determined 
transportation projects versus a regional sales tax to fund regional 
transportation projects.  I supported and continue to support the state-
wide funding proposal because I believe it offers the best solution to 
our state-wide transportation needs. Others have different ideas, but 
in the end we must move forward with some type of comprehensive 
plan that assists the citizens of our great state in our transportation 
infrastructure needs. 
 
Jobs and Economic Stimulus. 

In our final hours we adopted House Bill 481 – the Jobs, 
Opportunity, and Business Success Act of 2009.  This measure, au-
thored by Representative Tom Graves and co-sponsored by me and 
several other Republicans, is designed to boost economic develop-
ment and create jobs by providing tax relief for businesses and tax 
credits to companies that hire the unemployed and retain them for at 
least 2 years.  The measure encourages new business creation by 
offering a temporary one year waiver of new business start up fees for 
corporations, limited corporations and LLCs.  The final version of this 
package includes a measure that will cut long-term capital gains taxes 
by 25 percent on investment earnings in 2010 and 50 percent in years 
after that.   

 
(Continued next page) 
 

Curtain Falls on 2009 Legislative Session 
By Mark Hamilton, State Representative, District 23 

 
Georgia Feature  
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(Continued—Legislative Session) 
 

We also sent the Governor House Bill 438 providing income 
tax credits for job creation.  This measure will provide an income tax 
credit for large economic development projects that create at least 
1800 jobs with a $450 million investment or an annual payroll of at 
least $150 million.  This measure will help attract new industries to 
Georgia including bio, energy, financial and services. 
 

We live in a state that has many commuters and in today’s 
economy many employers are offering the opportunity for their em-
ployees to tele-work.  Tele-working improves the quality of life for our 
citizens by eliminating lengthy commutes and helps ease traffic con-
gestion on our roads.  In our final week of business, the General As-
sembly adopted House Bill 186 extending through 2011 a tax credit 
offered to employers who allow their employees to tele-work.  This will 
ensure employers can continue to offer their employees this valuable 
benefit. 
 
Help for Homeowners. 

Homeowners all over Georgia are hurting as home values 
have declined and the market has stagnated.  During this difficult time, 
we set out to help homeowners by easing the burden of property 
taxes.  To that end we accomplished two important things this year.  
House Bill 233 provides for a moratorium on property tax assessment 
increases for the next two years.  The Governor has already signed 
House Bill 143 that will continue the state funded Homeowner Tax 
Relief Grants for the current fiscal year.  This measure was extremely 
important because even as revenues decline, I could not support retro 
actively taxing our citizens when they are already hurting. Unfortu-
nately Senate Bill 83 fell short of the required 120 votes in the House 
twice as Democrats refused to vote for this measure that would in-
crease the homestead exemption by $2,000 per year, giving home-
owners a small break on their increasing property taxes.   
 

The 2009 Legislative Session of the Georgia General As-
sembly is now behind us and I believe that Georgians came out as the 
resounding winners this year.  We maintained services without raising 
taxes in a bad economy, we provided relief for homeowners, and we 
helped create new jobs.  The “elephant in the room” so to speak - is 
still transportation funding,  and each year we don’t address it, our 
transportation problems only get worse.  The Legislature now stands 
in recess for the next 8 months barring any special sessions for trans-
portation or budget changes.  During this time your Representatives 
and Senators want to hear from the citizens . . . on issues they feel are 
important to them.  Please let them know what is on your mind and 
what issues are most important to you.  You can look up your respec-
tive Legislator at www.legis.ga.gov.  I can be reached at 
mark.hamilton@house.ga.gov or at my Capitol office, (404) 656-0188 
if you want to contact me. Thanks for the opportunity to serve and may 
God bless you and your families.  

 
 
Mark Hamilton from Cumming is State Representative from Dis-
trict 23.  He is in his second term and serves on the Transporta-
tion, Industrial Relations, Governmental Affairs and Children & 
Youth Committees.  Hamilton chairs the Employment Security 
and Unemployment Insurance Committee and is Vice Chairman 
of the Special Subcommittee on Transportation Funding.   

 In recognition of March Women's History Month  
we recognize the  following Republican women elected officials.  

 
Karen Handel  

Secretary of State 
 

Kathy Cox  
State School Superintendent 

 
State Senator Renee S. Unterman  

 State Senator, District 45 
 

State Rep. Kathy M. Dempsey  
State Representative, District 13 

 
State Rep.Charlice Byrd 

State Representative, District 20 
 

State Rep. Judy Manning  
State Representative - District 32 

 
State Rep. Sharon Cooper  

State Representative - District 41 
 

State Rep. Jan Jones  
State Representative, District 46 

 
State Rep. Lynn R. Smith  

State Representative, District 70 
 

State Rep. Jill Chambers 
State Representative, District 8l 

 
State Rep. Donna Sheldon  

State Representative, District 105 
 

State Rep. Barbara Sims  
State Representative, District 119 

 
State Rep. Penny Houston  

State Representative, District 170 
 

State Rep. Cecily Hill 
State Representative, District 180 
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Parting Thoughts  
General Council Randolph Evans 

 
 

 

 Eight years is a long time to serve in one capacity.  In political 
years, it can seem like an eternity.  In Georgia, it has been a world of 
difference.  When Ralph Reed appointed me as the General Counsel of 
the Georgia Republican Party in May 2001, things did not look so good 
for Georgia Republicans.  Governor Roy Barnes had amassed an in-
credible war chest ($20+ million) for his gubernatorial reelection cam-
paign.  Senator Max Cleland had built a rather formidable campaign 
team backed by both the National Democratic Party and the Democratic 
Party of Georgia.  Georgia Democrats had redrawn the Congressional 
District lines through the redistricting process to heavily favor Democrats 
in upcoming Congressional elections.  And, Speaker Tom Murphy ruled 
the Georgia House of Representatives with an iron fist and complete 
intolerance for any Republican.  Candidly, there was not much to cheer 
about if you were a Georgia Republican.  Indeed, the hopes of the Geor-
gia Republican Party rested on a former Democratic State Senator 
turned Republican (Sonny Perdue) and a Republican Congressman left 
district-less through reapportionment (Saxby Chambliss). 
 
 Yet, the Georgia political world got turned upside down in 
2002 when Sonny Perdue and Saxby Chambliss won.  Shortly after their 
stunning upsets in the November 2002 election, Governor-elect Sonny 
Perdue negotiated the switch of enough State Senators to give Republi-
cans control of the Georgia State Senate.  At that point, it was only a 
matter of time before the Democratic control of the Georgia House of 
Representatives, Georgia’s other U.S. Senate seat, and various other 
Georgia offices began to topple like dominoes as Georgia turned decid-
edly red. 
 
 In retrospect, it looked like a pretty easy decision to accept the 
appointment as General Counsel given that we now have a Republican 
Governor, two Republican U.S. Senators, and Republican control of 
both Houses of the Georgia General Assembly.  Yet, serving as the 
General Counsel of the struggling minority Georgia Republican Party in 
2001 was not without its risks.  Indeed, Governor Barnes was well 
known for his strong hand and harsh tactics in dealing with political op-
ponents.  His chief enforcer was Bobby Kahn (who proudly accepted his 
reputation for his exercise of unrepentant raw political power to exact 
painful political retribution -then known as “the Wrath of Kahn” named 
after a Star Trek film of the same title).   Joining them was the extremely 
powerful Speaker of the Georgia House of Representatives - Tom Mur-
phy.  His distaste for Republicans was legendary.  Of course, for a Geor-
gia lawyer, there was the equally intimidating Georgia judiciary in which 
all of the judges owed their appointments to Governor Barnes (or one of 
his predecessors) and their pay to Speaker Murphy.  
 
 As a result, and not surprisingly, most viewed the position of 
General Counsel of the Georgia Republican Party in 2001 as more of a 

suicide mission than an opportunity to help 
an emerging party take control. 
 
 But we did.  There is no question that the single most signifi-
cant event that changed the political landscape in Georgia was the elec-
tion of Sonny Perdue.  While certainly the election of two Republican 
U.S. Senators and numerous statewide Constitutional officers have 
been significant, none so fundamentally changed Georgia more than the 
election of a Republican Governor. 
 
 Of course, many, many folks, including many hearty souls 
working in the Georgia Federation of Republican Women, helped make 
the electoral achievements possible, and Georgia is better for it.  In addi-
tion, there was my legal team, Anne Lewis served as my Chief Deputy 
General Counsel.  She has been a tireless, steady, smart and talented 
co-counsel as we have fought to preserve hard fought Republican wins 
around Georgia.  Our team has consisted of some of the most talented 
lawyers in Georgia and includes Doug Chalmers, Rob Joseph, Matt 
Mashburn, Cary Ichter, Brent Herrin, Josh Moore, and Stefan Passan-
tino.  Rounding out the team was a person necessary to our election day 
operation (and my lovely bride) - Linda Evans.  Each election day and 
during the early voting week, she served as the Chairman for the Elec-
tion Day Hotline, which  triaged the election day issues to reach the right 
lawyer for the right legal challenge. 
 
 Even with Governor Perdue’s victory in 2002, the hard fought 
victories would not have lasted long without the commitment and resolve 
to preserve those wins in the years that followed.  In 2003, and again in 
2005, Alec Poitevant made clear his commitment to the institutional legal 
team to preserve and defend Republican victories.  (Anyone that does 
not believe that defending election day wins is an ongoing challenge -
need look no further than the U.S. Senate race in Minnesota where De-
mocrats are on the verge of stealing Senator Norm Coleman’s Senate 
seat.)  ACORN thrives and the challenges for preserving the integrity of 
elections has never been greater. 
 
Georgia GOP Chairman Sue Everhart knows this and has consistently 
committed the resources necessary to effectively protect elections in 
Georgia.  Our next General Counsel, Anne Lewis, and her Chief Deputy 
Counsel, Stefan Passantino, know this. 
 
 So why leave the Office of General Counsel of the Georgia 
Republican Party now?  Of course, there is never a good time to leave a 
job you love and in which you get to work with people you admire and 
respect.  Instead, there are only better times to leave than other times.  
These are the better times.  Quite frankly, the Party has never been 
better. 

(Continued next page) 
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 Yet, my responsibilities with Speaker Gingrich and others have grown.  In addition, my 
roles with the RNC, NRCC, RGA, and many others have only expanded.  Equally important, I expect 
to take very active roles in various campaigns in Georgia next year including races in the Georgia 
Republican Primary. 
 
 The truth is that Georgia is at an important crossroad in its future.  Democrats will undoubt-
edly argue that Republicans have had their chance and that things have not dramatically improved.  
What they ignore is how bad things would have been had Governor Sonny Perdue and Georgia Re-
publicans not intervened in 2002.  While budget shortfalls amidst economic downturn are challeng-
ing, huge budget shortfalls amidst economic prosperity are unacceptable. 
 
 In 2010, the battle that has raged across America will come to Georgia.  Indeed, Georgia 
Republicans will have to make the case of why the change that has come to Washington, DC  -
should not come to Georgia.  The leaders we select to lead that fight will in large measure dictate our 
ability to win that fight. 
 
 So, these are important times in which we live.  And, my roles will change.  But my commit-
ment to the course has never been greater.  I hope and expect to see all of you often in the coming 
year so that I can thank you personally for your help. 
 
 Until then, thank you for all of the support you have given me and for the opportunity to 
serve.  May God bless you and our Party, and more importantly, the United States of America. 
 

Randy Evans 

Parting Thoughts 

 
 
 
 

Past Presidents 
Of the  

Georgia Federation of 
Republican Women 

S.S. Halliburton, 1957 
Halycon “Chon” Bell, 1960—1962 

Anne Bateman, 1962—1964 
      Rita Creeson & W.C. LeShanna,  

Oct. 1964—March, 1965 
Lee Ague Miller, 1965—1967 
Bootsie Calhoun, 1967—1968 

Virginia Estes Massey, 1968—1971 
Margaret Holliman, 1971—1975 

Lil McAfee, 1975—1977 
June Kidd, 1977—1979 

Kathie Miller, 1979—1983, 1989—1993 
Helen Van Waldner, 1983—1985 

Sandra Deyton, 1985—1987 
Reva Jennings, 1987—1989 
Sharon Jacoby, 1993—1997 
Emma Hinesley, 1997—2001 

Valerie Betz, 2001—2005 
Millie Rogers, 2005 to date 

 
 

• Senator Renee 
Unterman’s son, 
Zachariah “Zak” Al-
bert Unterman—age 25—
passed away February 20, 
2009.  A graveside service 
was held at Arlington Cemetery 
in Atlanta on Feb. 23.  If you 
would like to make a donation in 
memory of Zak, you may do so 
by making a contribution to the 
charity “Angela’s House” - in 
care of the Juvenile Justice 
Fund, 395 Pryor St., Suite 205, 
Atlanta, GA 30312.  Cards may 
be sent to Renee Unterman at 
3212 Cloudland Court, Buford, 
GA, 30519. 

•  Sue Everhart’s Mother—Irene 
Senter—passed away on Fri-
day, April 3.  There was a 
graveside service on Monday, 
April 6, in North Carolina.  
Cards may be sent to Sue 
Everhart at 4542 Woodlawn 
Lake Drive, Marietta, GA, 
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Georgia Federation of Republican Women  

 I came upon more facts /opinions on this one subject than I 
would have ever imagined! Now hooked on Internet research… I am 
afraid to ask it some things - for fear it will deem me wrong about stuff 
on which I thought I knew the full and complete answer!  So, how to 
simplify…?  
 
 My husband tells me I would have been a Democrat had I not 
married him … a Republican … 40 years ago. Well, I do believe that 
could be true. As many folks do, we often marry our opposite … in my 
eyes, to therefore make a full and complete, perfect union… you know… 
the yin and yang of things.   
 
 Whereas I have always been involved in an “outside realm” of 
volunteer work and believe in social programs for the needy people of 
our world… my husband is as generous as can be, honest to a fault 
sometimes and often more logical than me. The difference being that he 
is more concerned with the “inside” of it all… less social and more within 
oneself and the power to help themselves and their families and close 
friends.  I guess you could say  - a more “private network” works for him. 
And very well it does… he make me quite proud of all he does for so 
many. What we mostly agree on is that if you can work, you MUST work. 
If you CANNOT take care of yourself, our “system” MUST provide assis-
tance.  Now would you call that a Republican or Democrat ideal? A little 
of both I think. 
 
 So, what makes someone a Republican or Democrat? It is a 
tough question. I think it’s important that our new generations under-
stand our political system and what makes the two parties different. So 
I've been trying to come up with a fair and balanced list of issues that 
can define someone's political leanings. While I emotionally agree with 
many Democratic assertions, my common sense demands that we all be 
as self supporting as possible. A balanced list to give to future genera-
tions is essential.   
 
 So here's my list so far. If you agree with an item on the list —
and say “Yes” - you get one point.  (If you have more than 6 points, you 
are probably a Democrat.)          
  
 A Balanced Budget vs. Lower Taxes - Is a balanced Federal 
budget more important to you than lower taxes? NO, with the flagrant 
use of taxpayer’s money, how can we have a balanced budget, the more 
we give, the more they spend.  
 

 Tolerance vs. Morality - Is tolerance of 
other lifestyles more important than a moral code of 
conduct in our society? NO, too much tolerance of less 
structured lifestyles has eroded our self respect and the “be all you can 
be” that has made America strong. 
 Individual Security vs. A Gun Free Society - Is a country 
without guns more important to you than a secure home? NO, if we have 
no defense (guns), we have no defense. Then we have no civilized soci-
ety. 
 Prison vs. Capital Punishment - Do you favor imprisonment 
for life over capital punishment? NO. And other crimes should be pun-
ishable by imprisonment with full self labor to provide housing and foods 
for inmates. Education and physical skills should be taught … and mas-
tered… prior to release from prison. 
 Socialism vs. Capitalism - Do you favor a society with a big 
social safety net over a society where people get to keep more of what 
they make for themselves? NO, too many are leaning on that attitude 
now, this makes for a weak society.  Looking for an easy out with no fear 
of failure— we could all be less of an individual. 
 Statesmanship vs. Unilateralism - Do you believe the US 
should always work in concert with other countries instead of "going it 
alone?" Not necessarily. America First Always. We are what we are 
because we made it that way ourselves, no other country made America 
strong. Stop the handouts.  
 Public vs. Private Education - Do you think the federal gov-
ernment should only fund public schools? No, too many are failing. 
Structure has been better retained in some private schools  Why?  
 Judicial Freedom - Do you think judges should be free to 
"interpret" the laws of our country?  Not entirely. Too many faulty ones 
have private agendas. What’s wrong with following the written rules? 
  Scientific Advances - Do you think science should be al-
lowed to advance unchecked by our moral code?  Absolutely NOT ! 
Nothing should run “unchecked”. 
 Environment vs. Business - Do you think the environment 
should be protected even if that protection is harmful to business? Of 
course… they’re not making any more of it (environment)!   
   
 Those are my choices. That's why I am a Conservative and 
proud of it. A bit of a strong Conservative at that.  
 

(Continued on next page) 
 
 

Republicans and Democrats 
By Lynda Morse 

GFRW Publications Committee 

Advice from Mike Huckabee 
Concentrate on principles, not personalities! 

Fox News, 8:10 a.m., March 6, 2009 
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(continued from previous page) 
  

 Philosophic difference between the two parties. Democ-
rats today tend to believe in programs which benefit primarily the lower 
classes by asking the wealthy to pay for them.  Republicans today tend 
to believe in programs which are more inclusive of all classes and ex-
pect costs to be spread a bit more evenly.  Take, for example, health 
care. Democrats are currently pushing a universal health care plan 
which would be paid primarily by taxes on the top five percent of earn-
ers. Those same earners would then receive little or no benefit from 
their contributions, which would then be given to the lower classes.  
Note that I said "today" in my descriptions above. This wasn't always 
the case. Social security, a program originated by Democrats, has a 
flat percent which is paid by all who contribute. It highlights the differ-
ence in thinking today. 
 
 Differences in Issues between the two parties.   Issues 
have little or nothing to do with the parties themselves and have simply 
attached themselves to the parties via special interest groups and lob-
byists.  Examples include: Abortion, Gun Control, Labor Rights, Reli-
gious Freedoms, Gay Marriage, etc..  For example, abortion has noth-
ing to do with being Republican or Democrat. Yet it has been a “hot 
button” topic to both parties for decades. Why? Arguments would usu-
ally point to the religious conservatives who make up a large portion of 
the Republican voting demographic - which is completely disingenuous 
and utterly false. Historically - and here I'm talking about less than 
twenty years ago - Democrats were a stronghold of those of religious 
faith. Ever been to a black church? And blacks vote overwhelmingly 
Democrat. Heard of the Southern Democrats? Dixie-crats? All card-
carrying Bible-belters. So both sides of the aisle have strong religious 

factions within them in very recent times. Why the difference? This 
issue, on face, has nothing to do with either party's core beliefs. The 
answer has to do with the vocal minorities within each party.  
 
 Sometimes a party can be characterized (incorrectly) as a 
whole by a vocal minority within it.   In this case, Republicans have a 
small group of far “right” members who openly and vocally oppose 
abortion under all circumstances and who show up at photo ops to 
embarrass themselves and decry the dissolution of the family and mo-
rality.                          
  
  The Democrats have the same small group of far “left” mem-
bers who are opposed to even such basic laws as parental notification 
for a minor child (a notification which would be required for something 
as insignificant as a school field trip.)  In the above case, the parties 
themselves aren't really different; it is merely by inclusion of a vocal 
minority that the majority voices of the moderates are drowned out. So 
on the issues, the parties really aren't that different (which is why it can 
seem confusingly homogenous at times.)  
 
 It is only on their core philosophy of who should pay for 
things and how evenly that payment should fall on the shoulders 
of each taxpayer that Democrats and Republicans truly vary. 
 
 From the compiled and expressed opinions of myself and 
many others… hope this is interesting … even if not agreeable … albeit 
not too wordy! 
 
Later, Lynda 

 
Professor Joseph Olson of Hemline University School of Law, St. Paul, Minnesota, points out 
some interesting facts concerning the 2008 Presidential election, 
 
• Number of States won by: Democrats—20; Republicans—30 
• Square miles of land won by:  Democrats—580,000; Republicans—2,427,000 
• Population of counties won by: Democrats—127 million; Republicans—143 million 
• Murder rate per 100,000 residents in counties won by: Democrats—13.2; Republicans—2.1 
 
Olson added: “In aggregate, the map of the territory Republicans won was mostly the land 
owned by the taxpaying citizens, Democrat territory mostly encompassed those citizens living in 
rented or government-owned tenements and living off various forms of government welfare ….” 
 
Only in the states of Alaska and Oklahoma were all counties won by McCain/Palin. 
 
Original posting of this information: Newsweek at www.newsweek.com/id/163337 
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Photo Ops 

Fannin County Republican Women with Commission 
Chairman Bill Simonds as he signs a proclamation hon-
oring the club. FCRW  sponsored a photo essay contest 
featuring women who make our world a better place.  

Republican Women of Forsyth County 
gathered for their Annual Holiday Lunch-
eon and gift exchange. 

While attending the NFRW Board meeting in 
Arlington, VA—Millie Rogers, Ruby Robinson 
and Bobbie Frantz gather  with Congressmen 
Jack Kingston (GA), John Sullivan (OK) and 
Bill Shuster (PA) in front of Speaker Pelosi’s 
office . . . with tea bags in hand. 
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 Congress recessed Friday on the 73rd day 
that President Obama has been in office.  The day 
before – Thursday -- was typical of many other days 
we’ve seen since January 20— the Democrats 
passed yet another huge piece of legislation that bur-
dens our economy with more debt, spending and 
more government control.   
 
 The Obama budget passed by the House 
contains over $3.5 trillion in spending and new White 
House programs such as the energy tax.  It passed 
without a single Republican vote.   
 
 As an eternal optimist, I know the American 
people have the ability to overcome any obstacle.  We 
face numerous challenges that will test the limits of 
our often rancorous political process and our commit-
ment to the principles that have helped guide our 
nation for more than two centuries. Triumphing over 
these challenges will require the courage to offer real 
solutions. Contrary to the disingenuous narrative promoted by President 
Obama, conservatives have put forward bold solutions that are needed to 
restore confidence and capital to our markets while preserving the char-
acter of our nation.  Unfortunately, neither the White House nor Democ-
ratic Congressional leaders have been willing to even consider them. 

 Economic Growth:  
 The question at the forefront of the national consciousness is 
how to restore sustainable long-term economic growth. At this point, after 
nearly $10 trillion dollars in stimulus, bailouts, and backstops, it should be 
clear the methods attempted in Washington thus far have only created 
more uncertainty and aggravated an already exploding debt burden. The 
RSC understands that a real solution must unchain the American entre-
preneurial spirit and focus on the job creators in the private sector, rather 
than growing government. 
 
 Our Economic Recovery Act would provide broad economic 
relief and incentives to invest for the families and businesses that drive 
our economic engine.  This pro-growth package includes across-the-
board income tax rate cuts and a reduction in capital gains taxation for 
individuals. It would create jobs and make America more globally com-
petitive with a lower corporate tax rate and reduced economic burdens on 
all businesses.  The RSC proposal to stimulate the economy does not 
include one penny of new spending and actually begins to tackle our 
massive debt with a one percent discretionary spending cut.  
 
 

 A Balanced Budget:  
 Congress just passed the most reck-
less budget in American history.  The budget 
proposed by President Obama and Congres-
sional Democrats doubles the deficit in five 
years and triples it in ten years. While piling 
spending upon more spending, their budget 
ignores the greatest threat to our national sol-
vency: entitlements. Standing in stark contrast 
to the President’s spending spree, the RSC 
offered a positive budget solution. 
 
 Most importantly, our budget (solution) 
reaches balance. It ends bailouts, eliminates 
wasteful programs, and reduces overall non-
defense discretionary spending each year by 
one percent.  It promotes economic activity with 
a full AMT fix, preserves the stimulative tax relief 
of 2001 and 2003, and provides a two-year sus-
pension of capital gains taxes to encourage 

investment and the flow of capital.  And most significantly, it reigns in out-
of-control spending in our health entitlement programs. We must move 
immediately to address the coming tsunami of entitlement spending that 
threatens to cripple the American economy for generations. The RSC 
budget says we can no longer ignore the enormous and coming shift in 
demographics. We must come together today to make tough choices 
and tackle head on the flawed entitlement structures that are threatening 
our national solvency and the security of our seniors.  
 

 Ensuring a bright future for our children requires us to give par-
ticular focus to two huge sectors of the economy: energy and health care. 
In the coming weeks, the RSC will pursue our solutions to the challenges 
presented by these issues. 
 
 An All-of-the-Above Energy Plan:  
 Last year’s extraordinary rise and subsequent fall in oil prices 
made one thing very clear— without stable and reliable access to diverse 
sources of energy, the American economy is vulnerable to the volatile 
whims of hostile nations.  In this era of high demand, we must adopt an 
“all-of-the-above” energy policy. RSC members know the United States 
cannot afford to continue policies that prohibit the full development of our 
domestic energy capacity.  A truly comprehensive energy plan will in-
crease production of American-made energy to meet current demand, 
promote clean and reliable sources of energy for the future through inno-
vation, and encourage conservation to lower demand and protect the 
environment.  In this endeavor, the country needs all options on the table.
    
  (Continued on next page) 
 
 

What We Learned from 2008!  
Perspective of  U. S. Congressman:  Tom Price 

It’s Time to Pick up the Pieces. 

Republicans Study Committee (RSC)  
Ideas for Renewal and Economic Restoration.   
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(Continued from previous page) 
 

Patient-Centered Health Care:  
 Sustainable health care reform means putting the emphasis 
on patients. Our goal is to give all Americans access to quality, afford-
able health care.  Contrary to the misguided beliefs of many in Washing-
ton, the path to this goal does not travel through a government-run bu-
reaucracy. Instead, we can reform the system so that individuals own 
and control their health coverage and are provided the financial incen-
tives to purchase care that meets their needs, not Washington’s.   
 
 Personal ownership will give people control over their own 
medical decisions, necessitating insurers to be more flexible and re-
sponsive to patient needs.  Only by putting patients in control will we 
achieve the 21st century health care coverage that is accessible, afford-
able, responsive, innovative, and of the highest quality.  
 
Preserving the Secret Ballot in Workplaces:  
 While we fight for principled solutions to the frontline chal-
lenges facing America, the RSC continues to guard against under-
handed attempts to abandon core American values. Preserving the se-
cret ballot in union elections is a prime example. The secret ballot is a 
sacrosanct right enjoyed by every American at the voting booth, yet Big 
Labor and liberal interest groups are seeking to destroy the secret ballot 

in an effort to force more workers into union membership.  We re-
sponded to this scheme, dubbed “card check,” by introducing the Secret 
Ballot Protection Act to ensure that all workers are guaranteed the right 
to vote their conscience without union bosses looking over their shoul-
ders.  
 
 The fact that we must introduce legislation to protect the se-
cret ballot demonstrates the political challenges before us with a liberal 
Democrat majority in Congress. Yet the Republican Study Committee is 
committed to the preservation of America’s guiding ideas and knows 
success will demand constant vigilance and dedication to principled 
solutions.  
 
 We know that a broad application of conservative principles 
will cure the economy, deliver a responsible budget, solve our energy 
and health care challenges, and protect American values.  The RSC is 
ready to lead the way with responsible, secure, common sense solu-
tions. And we shall continue to do just that.  
 
Rep. Price represents the 6th Congressional District of Georgia and is 
chairman of the Republican Study Committee.  This article appeared in 
Human Events March 6th and is reprinted with permission of the au-
thor. 
 

 
 

 
NFRW BOARD MEMBERS  

ATTEND A 
PELOSI TEA PARTY 

 
Republican Women filled the hall-
way outside Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi's office armed with empty tea 

bags signifying their protest to the democratic spending 
agenda.  "Our ladies made sure that Speaker Pelosi 
knows we are against the unsustainable spending that 
has come from the Speaker's office since the first of the 
year," said Martha Jenkins, Vice Chairman of the NFRW 
Public Relations Committee.  The NFRW Public Relations 
Committee, with the help of Texas Federation President 
Toni Anne Dashiell, sent out a press release on Monday, 
March 23rd, and that press release resulted in a mention 
of the "Pelosi Tea Party" on Neil Cavuto's Fox News show 
on Tuesday the 24th, and coverage by CNN at Speaker 
Pelosi's office. 

 
GFRW President Millie Rogers Selected for 

NFRW Nominating Committee 
  
 The NFRW Board of Directors met for the spring meeting 
on March 27-28, 2009 in Arlington, VA. Members of the 2009 Nomi-
nating Committee  elected by the NFRW Board of Directors will 
meet in May to select the official slate of officers for 2010-2011. 
Members of the committee are Chairman: Lisa Roper, Secretary: 
Sara Jo Odom, Jo Mitchell, Linda Petrou, Millie Rogers, Freida 
Von Schiller, Noreen Thomas, Alternate Members: Christine Peters, 
Linda Ivell. 
 

Ben’s Advice  
 Benjamin Franklin’s method of persuading others to his 
point of view took patience and endurance.  It assumed that people 
are won over slowly, often indirectly.  If you don’t win the bargain to-
day, Franklin would say, go after it again tomorrow—and the next day.  
Here are some of Franklin’s bargaining tips: 
1. Be clear, in your own mind, about exactly what you’re after. 
2. Do your homework, so that you are fully prepared to discuss 

every aspect and respond to every question and comment. 
3. Be persistent.  Don’t expect to “win” the first time.  Your first job 

is just to start the other person thinking. 
4. Make friends with the person with whom you are bargaining.  Put 

your bargain in terms of his or her needs, advantages, and bene-
fits. 

5. Keep your sense of humor! 
From Leadership with a Human Touch, 2004. 
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Congressman Urges Constituents to Participate in Survey 
   
WASHINGTON, DC – With Tax Day just around the corner, Congressman Jack Kingston (R/
GA-1) is seeking input from First District constituents on efforts to reform the tax code.  The sur-

vey, which can be filled out at http://kingston.house.gov/taxsurvey is designed to educate constituents on proposals for 
tax reform like the Fair Tax and the Flat Tax.  
   
  “All across Georgia and all across America, folks are gathering together for TEA parties,” Congressman King-
ston said.  “These demonstrate our frustration with an outdated tax code and the burden it places on small businesses 
and working families.  I hope we can turn that frustration into action and get the discussion moving on reforming the tax 
code to provide for a more prosperous future.” 

  
  The survey, which was launched over the weekend and has already seen more than 400 respondents, seeks 
to gather information from constituents on their interest in bringing about tax reform.  Other information Congressman 
Kingston is seeking to gather is whether more of his constituents use an accountant or are able to complete their own 
tax forms and the reasons behind that decision.  It goes on to provide information on tax reform proposals and gather 
data on support or opposition to them. 

 
  Citing a study conducted at Harvard University which showed that tax reform could boost national wealth by 
$5 trillion, Congressman Kingston believes there’s never a better time to get the discussion moving. 
“I think there’s one thing just about everyone can agree on – we’re taxed enough already,” said Congressman King-
ston.  “I’m hearing that loud and clear in Washington but I need hard data to help make the case.  Whether you support 
my position or disagree with me, I hope you’ll take the time to weigh in on the discussion.” 

 
  Those interested in completing the survey can do so online at http://kingston.house.gov or by contacting one 
of Congressman Kingston’s district offices for a copy of the survey.  Congressman Kingston maintains offices in Baxley 
(912-367-7406), Brunswick (912-265-9010), Savannah (912-352-0101) and Valdosta (229-247-9188). 

 
  Congressman Kingston plans to unveil the results of the survey on April 15th, Tax Day. 

 

KINGSTON SEEKS INPUT ON  
TAX SIMPLIFICATION 
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Georgia Federation of Republican Women 

Holly Robichaud has 20 years experience managing campaigns at the local, state, 
and national levels.  She has worked with the Republican National Committee, the 
Natl. Republican Congressional Committee and the Natl. Republican Senatorial 
Committee.  She specializes in strategy, fundraising and voter contact programs 
and is an instructor in the campaign school for NFRW. 

Perspective of Holly Robichaud—Instructor:  NFRW Campaign Schools 
Recession Fundraising  

  Do you want to run a green 
campaign – a campaign with money?  During 
these tough financial times people are cutting 
back on everything including their political do-
nations, so it is going to be more difficult to 
raise money for the foreseeable future.  Cam-
paigns and political organizations will need to 
be more aggressive while making some tactical 
changes in order to be the recipient of the lim-
ited number of donations out there. 
 
 When it comes to fundraising, chal-
lenger candidates have always been the under-
dog, but now it is going to be an even larger 
uphill battle.  On the other hand elected officials 
will continue to benefit from the fundraising 
powers of incumbency.  In fact, their advantage 
will be significantly increased especially at the Congressional level due to 
all the government bailouts.  Lobbying is the one profession not experienc-
ing a down turn in this recession, because every business, state govern-
ment, state agency and municipal government is hiring lobbyists, attempt-
ing to get their piece of the bailout pie.  Hence, these lobbyists will be filling 
campaign coffers hoping the donations will generate preferential bailout 
treatment for their clients. 
 
 Don’t give up the ship if you are not an incumbent.  There are 
three basic principles for your fundraising stimulus plan--be more aggres-
sive, creative, and frugal. 
 

Pointers for Recession Fundraising 
 

 Watch overhead costs.  
 Do not spend 90 cents to make a dollar.  The net must be a wide 
margin.  In 2009 and 2010 campaigns will not be able to make it up with 
volume.  Donors are going to burn out early for this election cycle.  You 
can expect they will be making smaller donations less often.  Hence, you 
don’t want to bankrupt your fundraising efforts with overhead.  
 
 For direct mail solicitations, the past rule of thumb has been that 
letters should be as long as they need to be to convey the message even if 
it takes 12 pages.  Think frugal.  Be concise.  Keep your letters to one, two 
or three pages to cut down on printing costs.  However, that does not allow 
you to put out a sloppy product with labels on the return or outside enve-
lopes.  Lousy looking pieces produce lousy results.  
 
 Customarily events have a smaller net than direct mail, phone 
calls and e-mails due to the extra overhead of food, room rentals and 
speaker fees.  That does not mean cutting fundraising receptions from your 
game plan.  Events can comprise 20 to 40% of a campaign’s overall in-
come revenue, therefore, you cannot afford to delete them.  In order to 
increase your event net profit margin, hold house parties where the hosts 

pay for the food and drinks.  Also when using a hotel or 
restaurant venue be aggressive on negotiating costs.  
Many establishments will be inclined to cut their prices. 
 
 Think outside the box.  
 Now is not the time to be boring.  Be creative 
with your direct mail, events and e-mails.  Whether it is 
in the mailbox or inbox, your fundraising appeals must 
stand out.  For example, a colored envelope for an invi-
tation or a direct mail piece will cut through the standard 
white envelope mailbox clutter.  
 
 For events the best way to produce results is 
to make the event fun.  For a cocktail reception have a 
fun angle such as renting a segway for people to try. 
 
 Fine tune the message.  

 On both sides of the aisle, donors don’t want a wish-washy mes-
sage.  With this recession your message needs to be very compelling to 
motivate donors.  In the text of the letter anger the reader and then give 
them a good solution.   
 
 The same principles can be applied to dialing for dollars espe-
cially nowadays.  Donors want to know how you are different from your 
opponent and how you can improve current circumstances.  

 
 Be the persistent squeaky wheel.  
 Most candidates hate to make calls whether we are in a reces-
sion or not.  Candidates will even attempt to use this recession as a way to 
get out of dialing for dollars.  They will claim that there is no reason to call 
because people are not donating or they don’t have the money to donate.  
Wrong! Wrong!  Wrong! The squeaky wheel gets the donation.  Candidates 
must be more aggressive on the phones because many high dollar con-
tributors will be cutting their donations in half.  Therefore, it is going to take 
twice the effort on the phones. 
 
 Keep the faith.  
 If you persistently implement your fundraising plans of asking 
people for money you will succeed.  Not to ask is a sure recipe for disaster.  
Remember - (1) for all the money raised before Labor Day of the election 
year, you will double between Labor Day and the Election Day and (2)  
donors don’t give away their mortgage or food money.  So keep asking.  
Happy hunting! 

What We Learned from 2008!  
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Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

What We Learned from 2008!  
Perspective of a County Chairman: Clint Smith 

Build and Solidify the Grassroots Base 
 As we analyze the election results at 
the federal level and keep a watchful eye on the 
public policy makers at the State Capitol, Repub-
lican Party county chairmen must plan for the 
future.   Our responsibilities as chairmen are 
multi-dimensional: 

Motivator 
Membership recruitment 
Candidate recruitment 

 
 Motivator. 
 A County Chairman should maintain a 
positive attitude and communicate an upbeat 
message after election season, regardless of the 
results.  By all means, when appropriate and 
accurate, discuss the lack of principled represen-
tation by certain Republican officeholders with 
the local membership.  But instead of symboli-
cally throwing up your arms in dismay, channel 
the disappointment of the activists into a positive 
springboard for (1) the cultivation of new leaders 
within the ranks of longtime members and (2) the 
recruitment of new members from the community 
who demand true conservative representation 
from our Republican elected officials. 
 
     County Republican Chairmen were elected 
because the membership had confidence in us to 
lead the way.   Republican organizational rules 
and infrastructure are designed to allow for 
grassroots influence.  Impress upon new mem-
bers the need to be enthusiastic, vocal, and uni-
fied in our demand for good government.  We 
should generate excitement for district and state 
conventions – encouraging delegates and alter-
nates to attend, mindful of the fact that it is in-
deed an honor to represent the home county. 
 
 As County Chairmen, we often interact 
with the media.  It is our responsibility to make 
positive statements about the GOP and our fu-
ture while drawing stark contrasts with the De-
mocrats in a way that will allow the average voter 
to understand the fundamental differences be-
tween the parties. 
 

 Membership Recruitment.   
 Membership drives are best carried out 
when several leaders craft, document and enthu-
siastically implement a strategic plan.  County 
Republican parties should have a Vice-Chairman 
for Membership.  That person could chair a mem-
bership committee that includes at least four 
other people representing various demographic 
groups: young people (a very big push for new 
members is essential for a productive future), 
women, minorities, former members, etc.  One 
on one outreach can make a difference by net-
working with friends and contacts in the commu-
nity.  A local party can increase membership by 
raising its visibility level in the community by 
becoming active in the Chamber of Commerce 
and volunteering for such civic projects as Adopt-
a-Mile, Humane Society, Meals on Wheels, etc. 
 
 And of course, modern technology 
must be maximized to recruit new members.  
Possible tools to increase motivated membership 
include:  establishment of a blog, weekly e-mail 
newsletter, and periodic announcements of im-
portant events for members such as birthdays 
and anniversaries. 
 

 Candidate Recruitment. 
  As lead candidate recruiters, chairmen 
have a responsibility to search for strong candi-
dates who believe in Republican principles and 
refuse to follow the same bad habits that many of 
the Republicans in Washington eventually em-
braced.  Grassroots Republicans demand ac-
countability by office-holders at the federal, state, 
and local level. 
 
 In the Dawson County Republican 
Party, we have established a Candidate Interview 
and Qualifications Committee.  Its members in-
terview all candidates in Dawson County at the 
outset of the election cycle to ensure that they 
sincerely believe in Republican principles and will 
make a commitment to follow those principles 
after elected.  The committee also serves as a 
resource and sounding board for the candidates 
to ensure that they understand the requirements 
of waging a successful campaign.  The interview 
process allows the candidates to ask the local 
Republican leadership questions about the party 
as well as to seek assistance in various ways. 
 
 As grassroots Republican activists, 
County Chairmen understand the need for a 
strong local party.  Our charge is to build and 
solidify our party with a pool of talented, persis-
tent, and aggressive activists who refuse to ac-
cept defeat and understand the magnitude of the 
undertaking – shaping public policy that will im-
pact our families and future generations. 
 
 
Clint Smith is Chairman of the Dawson County 
Republican Party and a former member of the 
Georgia House of Representatives.  He served 
as Chairman of the House Republican Social 
Services Task Force, the House Water Manage-
ment Task Force, and he was Deputy Whip in the 
House Republican Caucus. 
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Perspective of Judy True, GFRW Publications Chairman 
Get Ready for the Next Test 

Since the November 
elections - pundits, 
commentators, and 
political writers have 
jumped on the band-
wagon to give us 

advice on what we should have learned from the 
2008 election.  As individuals it is up to us to 
filter through the suggestions and identify those 
that offer Republicans the best strategies and 
plans to implement in the coming two years.  
What we can learn comes from the effective 
efforts of both political parties.  Both achieved 
significant victories at local, state, and national 
levels. Democrats achieved more victories. But 
cut to the chase . . . the real, overriding secret – 
regardless of party affiliation – was – TEAM-
WORK!  Not a new concept.  Will our team be 
ready for the next test in 2010? 

 
One of the best examples of political 

TEAMWORK – perhaps nationwide – was right 
here in Georgia.  As Past RNC Chairman Mike 
Duncan claimed: 

 
The Chambliss team, the 

Georgia Republican Party, the Na-
tional Republican Senatorial Commit-
tee, and the RNC were full partners in 
a Victory plan that executed the basics 
flawlessly.  With dozens of RNC staff 
and hundreds of volunteers in 11 re-
gional Victory offices across the state, 
our team contacted nearly a half-
million Georgians in the last five days 
alone. (Dec. 4, 2008) 
 
Focus on the wisdom of observers 

and analysts who have suggested where we 
must go from here - if Republicans are to field a 
slate of winning candidates in the next election 
cycle.  My personal interests are evident by the 
selection of ideas that fit the TEAMWORK acro-
nym:  Technology, Education, Agenda, Momen-
tum, Wealth, Organization, Registration, Knowl-
edge. 

Technology.   
Technology will be a persistent theme 

for the future.  Technology is a critical area in 
which Republicans came in second best. James 
Hirsen (Jan. 2009) in News-Max - said “Barack 
Obama’s campaign used nearly every facet of 
the New Media in ways that Republicans will 
have to examine and replicate if they are to 
succeed.”   The term – New Media –appears in 
a variety of articles - what does it mean?  New 
Media includes a whole gamut of technology 
including: mobile phone advertising, text mes-
saging, virtual phone banks, social networks, 
web entertainment networks, blogs, YouTube 
videos, to mention a few.  These avenues ex-
tend far beyond the e-mails and web surfing 
familiar to most of us. 

 
 There is an obvious generation gap to 

be closed.  Successful conservative organiza-
tions proved again that they are comfortable 
with existing technologies of the telephone and 
direct mail.  But a generation gap exists be-
tween those who rely on mailing and phoning, 
and younger campaigners who have adopted 
the internet. “Those over 30 understand (the 
technology) intellectually, whereas those under 
30 understand it viscerally.  And that makes all 
the difference in the world.” (Bitely, in Romano. 
Nov. 24, 2008)   

 
Karl Rove (Dec. 2008) adroitly ad-

dressed the need to pay attention to the New 
Media by pointing out that twice as many 18 – 
24 year olds get their news online rather than 
from newspapers. Younger voters hold critical 
keys for upcoming elections and the future of 
the country. And they excel in internet net-
working. Grassroots Republicans cannot afford 
to ignore the fact that computer tech warfare has 
come to politics. Look for the Georgia Federa-
tion to tackle the need for technology education 
for its members.  Regardless of your age, be 
prepared to step into this new arena if you want 
to help elect Republicans.  

 

Education.   
Education is instruction – dissemina-

tion of knowledge and know-how. How do we 
enable grassroots organizers to get out mes-
sages and to mobilize workers? Recognized as 
the “Education Arm” of the Republican Party, the 
Federation of Republican Women and the Geor-
gia Federation have long been committed to the 
role of “educators” regarding Republican princi-
ples and processes.  The first step in reeduca-
tion involves a close look at the principles which 
define our party – a determination of what to 
teach. Political writers acknowledge the need for 
the party to revisit the principles and concepts 
that make Republicans different from Democ-
rats.  The second step is to determine through 
what avenues we can provide the information. 
How do we teach? How do we instruct? 

 
Karl Rove (2008) urges that someone 

“take the lead on training candidates and party 
leaders and nurturing their focus of ideas.”  Rec-
ognizing the contributions of Newt Gingrich and 
GOPAC in this area, Rove emphasizes the need 
to revitalize educational leadership. What might 
a training curriculum include?  For example, 
How to . . . 

Run effective campaigns 
Use the internet to train volunteers in cam-

paign techniques 
Define who we are as Republicans 
Circulate texts and promotional materials to 

campaign workers. (Example: Obama 
sent texts and promotion material to 
educate and assist campaign workers 
who were targeting specific audi-
ences.) 
 
The GOP invested in technology pro-

grams and trained staff and volunteers. These 
efforts were more effective in some states than 
others.  Georgia was a good example of how 
teamwork and technology enhanced a winning 
Saxby Chambliss run off campaign. 

 
(continued on next page) 

 What We Learned from 2008!  
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(Continued from previous page) 
 
Agenda.   
The Republican agenda has not 

really changed. Republicans have a conserva-
tive agenda of core values.  “The Republican 
task today . . . is not simply in being conserva-
tive, but in being creatively and compellingly 
so.” (Young, 2008)   

 
Randy Evans (Nov. 27, 2008) encour-

ages us to move the Republican emphasis 
back to leading the country first rather than just 
winning elections. Evans notes that “winning 
elections without effective governance does 
little.”   While most Americans (surveyed) be-
lieve in core conservative values, they left the 
Party when the Party “abandoned the values 
that defined it - in favor of the pursuit of power.”  
Evans encourages Republicans to return to 
their values, and if they do, so will the people 
(return to the Party). 

  
In order to regain Washington, Re-

publicans must construct a powerful case for a 
Republican administration.  The Party needs 
not only a powerful image based on strong and 
attractive ideas, but also the image of a Party 
capable of implementing those ideas in a Re-
publican administration.  Work to help the Party 
demonstrate readiness to administer good 
government. (Rusher, 2008)  Administrative 
readiness will also enhance the chances of our 
candidates in state and local elections. 

 
Momentum.  
View momentum as ... enthusiasm.   

Georgia and the Chambliss runoff offered a 
superlative example of momentum. Bringing in 
high powered Republicans provided opportuni-
ties for the voters on the street to rub elbows 
not only with their state/local candidates but 
with national figures as well.  For example, 
Linda Herren observed that inviting Governor 
Sarah Palin to Georgia for the Republican mass 
rallies “pumped everybody back up” for the 
Chambliss run-off.  Local campaigns need simi-
lar rallies, granted - on a smaller scale. 

 
Motivate the ground troops and ex-

pand the Republican base at the local level.  
Media events, rallies, and meetings are suc-
cessful when all avenues of publicity are used.  
But the most direct route to turn out the troops                                                         
and our constituents will be through the internet 
and through e-mails. 

 
 
 

Wealth.   
None of us were surprised when a 

new record was set in money spent for a na-
tional election!  The 2008 campaigns were the 
costliest in history, with a record-shattering $5.3 
billion in spending by the candidates, political 
parties and interest groups on the congres-
sional and presidential races. “The Republican 
Party’s long-time lead in the campaign finance 
game has been erased in this election due to 
the Democrats’ control of the congressional 
agenda and their side’s more skillful use of 
online fundraising.” (Krumholz, 2008) 

 
On the other hand, local level financ-

ing differs from national efforts. For example - 
at the local level, grassroots campaigners go 
door to door and engage in personal voter con-
tact.  Direct mail works – but postage costs are 
increasing. If we continue to rely on direct mail, 
Garecht (2009) of www.localvictory.com en-
courages local campaigners to stop worrying 
about TV exposure and to be more selective 
with the recipients of direct mail.  

 
Instead of spending thousands of 

 dollars on TV ads that reach 500,000 
 people, most of whom live outside 
 your district and thus cannot vote for 
 you, your campaign could be spend-
 ing a few hundred dollars sending 
 direct mail to the 5,000 voters you 
 care about reaching. (Garecht, 2009) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garecht (July 2002) says “running a 
successful fundraising operation is like running 

a successful business; both require planning in 
order to succeed. “  Without a detailed plan, the 
campaign is doomed to mediocre financial suc-
cess or even dismal financial returns.  What 
can we do to help put detailed plans in place in 
time for the next election cycle? 

 
Organization.   
Organization means . . . setting up 

and maintaining a network that taps citizen 
support when needed. Obama said “There’s no 
more powerful tool for grassroots organizations 
than the internet.” He masterfully used the inter-
net to win the presidential election – and we 
must learn a lesson from his success.  We 
must keep in touch with our network of workers 
in order to keep them informed and to build 
their enthusiasm for election tasks.  

  
Use personal contacts to set up the 

network and use the internet to maintain the 
network. Georgia has a good network of volun-
teers, and that network implemented an ag-
gressive ground game that turned out Georgia 
voters. Where do we go from here to further 
strengthen that network and make it even more 
effective for 2010? 

  
Registration.  
Obama’s ground troops not only got 

out the vote, they also worked feverishly to 
register new voters.  Again, technology formed 
the centerpiece of both efforts – mobile phone 
advertising and text messaging helped to round 
up volunteers and encourage people to vote.  
Independent communication agencies such as 
SS+K courted the youth vote for Obama and 
promoted voter registration. (Steel, 2008)  Re-
gardless of reports of questionable activities 
surrounding ACORN, the group served as just 
one cog in an effective registration machine.
  

“New ways must be found to encour-
age party organizations and independent efforts 
to focus on registration.” (Rove, December, 
2008)  Rove observes that more than one of 
five Americans who could vote remains unreg-
istered.  He encourages a nationwide effort to 
replicate the RNC’s sophisticated “micro-
targeting” used in Texas to identify 291,000 
unregistered Texans.  In addition, 1.3 million 
Texas Republicans were identified who had no 
primary voting history.  Corralling this number 
of voters for an election would certainly boost 
voting numbers.  How can we promote registra-
tion efforts on a larger scale for the next elec-
tion? 

(continued on next page) 

Julianne Chambliss and Melinda Mock 
busily address “get out the vote” cards 
on the GFRW bus caravan Oct. 4th  on 

route to another Rally for Saxby. 
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Judy True is a retired professor from North 
Georgia College & State University.  Working 
through the International Reading Association, 
she is a well known author on organizational 
leadership topics.  She has chaired a variety of 
state and international committees and founded 
LEADER—an international  special interest 
group—served as President, newsletter editor 
and later as Executive Director.  Judy helped 
start Young Republicans groups in Atlanta in 
the 60’s.  She is a member of the Republican 
Women of Forsyth County and chairs the 
GFRW Publications Committee. 

 (Continued from previous page) 
 
 Knowledge.   
 Even though this is an off election 
year, it is a building year.  Begin now to identify 
what campaigners, workers, and voters need 
to know.  Build a base of resources and com-
munication avenues to train workers and to 
keep voters informed. I encourage local clubs 
of the Federation to form Political Education 
Committees/Task Forces to identify and share 
information through existing and new communi-
cation avenues.  Encourage use of the Internet 
for searching web sites, YouTube, Twitter and 
blogs. Seek political web sites and subscribe to 
their regular newsletters. E-mail copies of arti-
cles to members, the campaign team, and local 
GOP officers for further dissemination.  

Encourage the Political Education 
Task Force to identify campaign issues early 
and provide members of the organization and 
others with an on-going commentary on  is-
sues. The Task Force might include members 
who are “political readers”  or who are research 
oriented. Include your writers, editors of news-
letters, web masters, and members with train-
ing experience in other fields. Stage workshops 
to share knowledge and information members 
will need to conduct successful campaigns, 

encourage voter registration and get out the 
vote.  Include a short information session at 
each local meeting.  Use the organization’s 
web-site, publications, and e-mail system to 
share knowledge and information.  

 
Now is the time to develop 

the TEAMWORK skills needed to win 
the next election cycle.   The 2008 
elections had many lessons to 
teach.  Have we been good stu-
dents?  Will we pass the next test – 
scheduled for 2010? 
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Lessons from the Past 
Shared on the internet, and  if not direct quotes, certainly . . .  
interesting for consideration during the present financial crisis. 

• I predict future happiness for Americans if they can prevent the government 
from wasting the labors of people under the pretense of taking care of them. 

• Democracy will cease to exist when you take away from those who are will-
ing to work and give to those who would not. 

• My reading of history convinces me that most bad government results from 
too much government. 

• I believe that banking institutions are more dangerous to our liberties than 
standing armies.  If the American people ever allow private banks to control 
the issue of their currency, first by inflation, then by deflation, the banks and 
corporations  that will grow up around the banks will deprive the people of all 
property until their children wake-up homeless on the continent their fathers 
conquered. (Thomas Jefferson, 1802) 

Thomas Jefferson 
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 Membership is the key to sur-
vival of any organization and is the 
responsibility of every member of the 
organization.  In order to properly 
market an organization, you must 
have a vision for the organization.    
The vision of the GFRW is contained 
in our Mission Statement - Empower-
ing and Educating Women for Better 
Government .   With that being our 
goal we must then find the proper 
avenues to market our vision.  One 
such avenue is through GFRW’s won-
derful new website, Welcome to the 
Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women Website and now thanks to 
innovative members, we have a Face 
book page and a new GFRW Hand-
book.   
 
 If you are reading this article, 
you obviously own a computer; an 
chances are you have a lot of names 
in your address book which enables 
you to become a marketer of our mis-
sion. Make it a habit to invite the peo-
ple in your address book to every club 
meeting.  Take advantage of the fact 

that you belong to other organizations 
and send members of those organiza-
tions invitations to club meetings with 
a link to your club’s webpage or to the 
GFRW webpage.    Take it upon your-
self to notice club meetings and 
speakers in local on-line papers.  Sim-
ply ask yourself, who can I connect 
with and the answer may surprise 
you.   Don’t stop trying if you don’t get 
an immediate response, sometimes 
you need to be a little pushy.  Most of 
us want to be around people that we 
can help and can help us.  We want to 
make a difference in each other’s 
lives.   
 
 Membership and mission 
should be the driving force behind 
your marketing campaign.  Incentives 
such as simple recognition in a news-
letter, a blog, or your club’s website - 
will let those who actively encourage 
friends to join know that their efforts 
are appreciated.  And always follow-
up with guests who attend your meet-
ings.   
  

  
  
 So now you know our vision, 
the reward is increased membership 
and knowing that you can make a dif-
ference in someone’s life by actively 
marketing our mission.   Start now 
and market your club through any and 
every avenue available to you.  Be 
proactive and innovative, think outside 
the box, and simply connect.  Re-
member, “Yes, You Can.”    
 
 Please share your ideas for 
marketing for membership and mem-
bership retention with me so that I can 
compile a “How to List” for our mem-
bers.  I would love your input.  E-mail 
to fish1@clds.net  
 

 

Georgia Federation of Republican Women    

Membership ! 
 

Membership and Marketing 
By Sheila Galbreath, Chairman, Membership Committee    

Sheila Galbreath  is Chairman of the GFRW 
Membership Committee.  She attended Armstrong 
State College in Savannah.  Sheila has been 
employed as a legal assistant paralegal for the 
past 30 years.  She currently designs and markets 
handcrafted jewelry. 

  
A Scary Thought! 

Owners of capital will stimulate the working class to buy more and more of expensive goods, houses and tech-
nology, pushing them to take more and more expensive credits, until their debt becomes unbearable.  The un-
paid debt will lead to bankruptcy of banks, which will have to be nationalized, and the State will have to take 
the road which will eventually lead to communism.” 
        (Karl Mark, Das Kapital, 1867) 
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2009 Reagan Club 
 With the beginning of another year members of the Geor-
gia Federation of Republican Women have the opportunity to be-
come a member of the 2009 Ronald Reagan Club.  Memberships 
enable GFRW to achieve the organization’s goals for the Republi-
can cause in Georgia.  Your contribution makes it possible for 
GFRW to: 
 
• Maintain the website, www.gfrw.org 
• Print educational materials 
• Post the on-line magazine . . . VOICES 
• Post the weekly E-News to your e-mail address 
• Form new clubs and support existing clubs. 
 
 We welcome your contribution as a Reagan Club Member 
($100) or as a Sustaining Member ($25).  Your local club can also 
join the Reagan Club .  Membership dues support  GFRW’s efforts 
to advance the participation of Republican Women in all areas of 
politics and to promote Republican candidates and philosophy. 
 
 Members are entitled to a special pin (see the round pin 
above).  Members are also recognized on the website and they 
enjoy VIP seating at GFRW Board of Directors meetings and func-
tions.  Sustaining members are also recognized on the website. 

 
2009 Reagan Club 

 
RW of Henry County 
Cobb County RWC 

Greater Gwinnet RWC 
Griffin-Spalding RWC 

Elizabeth Bartley 
Chris Walderman 

 
Add your name 

And the name of your club. 
 

Join today! 
 

www.gfrw.org 

 
 
 
 
Check one:   ___ Reagan Club Membership $100,  
       ___ Sustaining Membership $25 
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
Club ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________________________________ 
City _______________________________ State ____  ZIP __________________________ 
Telephone ______________________________ 
E-Mail Address _________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Preferences:  
__ plain text only, __ rich text color, __ PDF attachment, __ WORD Attachment. 
 
Mail this form and a check payable to GFRW to: 
Emma Hinesley, 110 Welden Way, Apt. B, Newnan, GA 30263  
Or to: Kelly Campbell, 344 McCook Dr., Kennesaw, GA 30144 
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Welcome to TECH Talk, a column 
dedicated to GFRW members who want to 
become more tech savvy and learn to use the 
internet more effectively.  As a Federation 
member you are invited to share with us—what 
works for you, as well as ideas you find during 
your journeys across the cyberspace of the 
internet.  Why this interest in developing our  
internet and technology skills?   

 
“The Republican Party needs to 

change – at least when it comes to its use of 
technology,”  says Meghan McCain – daughter 
of Republican Presidential Candidate John 
McCain.  She  suggested that the party’s lack of 
online savvy greatly contributed to her father’s 
defeat last November.  She categorized voters 
into one of two groups: those who “respected” 
the internet and those who didn’t.  Unless Re-
publicans learn to successfully utilize the Web, 
they will continue to lose influence. (CNN Video 
Hot Topics, Feb. 20, 2009 “Megan McCain tells 
GOP to get tech savvy.)   

 
“The computer accessed internet has 

once again moved the world at lightning speed 
to a whole new place in just one year. With 
each passing moment, Google, Yahoo, Face-

book, Wikipedia, and so many more are chang-
ing the coordinates for where the world is on 
the informational and technological graph. Can-
didly, it is difficult to even imagine what the 
telephones next year will look like. But, with the 
improvements in the communication of informa-
tion, the opportunities for freedom and liberty 
only grow.” ( J. Randolph Evans, Column No. 
945 - 12/31/08) 

 
Like the National Federation - GFRW 

has transitioned into internet publications and 

communication through E-mail and our website 
– www.gfrw.org.  We moved in this direction 
because of the growing expense of printed 
material and delivery costs that have turned 
hands-on, US posted products into an unafford-
able option.  Our transition to internet based 
publications and communications has gone 
smoothly, however we want to insure that all 
GFRW members have access and know how 
to access these GFRW communications and 
publications.  Likewise we want to enable mem-
bers to grow in their skillful use of the internet 
as a source for gaining and sharing information, 
as well as staying in touch with their political 
networks. 

 
You are invited to share: 
(1) What you want to learn,  
(2) What you need to know about 

accessing material on the 
internet,  

 (3) What works for you, and 
 (4) Ideas you find to help others 
        become more “tech savvy.”   
 

TECH Talk! 

Send Tech Tips and Ideas to: 
judytrue@hotmail.com 

Six Tech Hints  
 
1. When GFRW sends you an e-mail with VOICES Magazine attached, click on the 

“attachment” to open your issue of the magazine.   A PDF file will appear and you can 
scroll down through each page of the magazine.  (You will need Acrobat Reader on 
your computer to access the PDF file.  Acrobat Reader can be downloaded free from 
the internet.) 

2. Don’t have time to read the magazine right now?  While the magazine is displayed on 
your screen, click on File, click on Save As, when asked for the file name—type 
VOICES,  at the top of the window—type or select “desktop” (where to save it) and 
click SAVE at the bottom of the window.  Now you will see an icon for VOICES on your 
desktop opening screen.  Open the magazine later and read it at your leisure.  

3. Forward the attached VOICES (a  PDF file)  to friends in your neighborhood who you 
would like to join the local club. Encourage members who receive the e-mail to forward 
the attachment to other Republican friends. 

4. Copy any pages that you would like to keep or read later.      
5. Make a copy of all the pages and pass around your copy of VOICES during the next 

club meeting.   
6. Encourage friends and club members to add www.gfrw.com to their list  of  website 

favorites. so they can open the website more easily.                                    
 



25  Georgia Federation of Republican Women   

Newsletter Hints! 
By Allie Geleniau,  GFRW Publications Committee 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.  Everything starts with a single thought.  
Step one is to determine the focus of your 
newsletter.  You want to keep your mem-
bers informed about activities and events.  
You also want to address shared interests. 

Thought 

2.  Step two is to determine if you have a 
talent or team to produce the newsletter.  
Find one or more people who can actu-
ally create a decent product and you are 
heading in the right direction. 

This is the first in a series of articles concerning the topic of club newsletters.  Before attempting to have 
a newsletter, four questions should be answered.  Do you have the Thoughts? Talent or Team? Tools? 

Time? 

3.  Step three is to find the tools to create 
your product.  You need computer access 
and any of the number of software pack-
ages for a professional looking result.  
Programs like Microsoft Publisher and  
Print Shop provide a quality product. 

4.  Last, but not least, determine if you 
want to dedicate the time required to 
collect news, edit, prepare/draft a layout 
and produce a newsletter to distribute. 

Georgia Women Win ACU Ronald Reagan Award 
 Former Georgia Institute of Technology students Ruth Malhotra and Orit Sklar were named the winners of the 
Ronald Reagan Award at the recent Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC).  “The winners of this award, our 
highest honor, are not household names, but the men and women working in the trenches who sacrifice, and in so doing 
set an example for others,” said ACU and CPAC Chairman David Keene.   

 The award honors conservative activists who best exemplify the Reagan spirit of outstanding achievement and 
selfless contributions to the advancement of liberty. Presented on February 27, 2009 at the 36th annual Conservative Politi-
cal Action Conference (CPAC), it included a $10,000 cash stipend. 

 Malhotra and Sklar were honored for their efforts to advance academic freedom in higher education, and specifi-
cally for their work at the Georgia Institute of Technology fighting for free speech and religious liberty.  Commenting on 
the award, Ruth Malhotra said, "It was our love of liberty and our love for Georgia Tech that compelled us to take this 
stand, so that every student's rights to free speech and religious liberty would be protected. The problems in academia 
are vast, and we've made some progress in confronting these challenges. But there is still much work to be done." 

NFRW Resource for Web Sites, E-Newsletters and E-Mail Lists  
  

Visit www.NFRWWinningWebs.org for helpful resources, tips and guidelines for successful web designs, e-newsletters,  
blogs and e-mail development.  Resources are gathered and presented by the NFRW Web Site Assistance Committee. 
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GFRW’s 
Web Site 

 

Please go to www.gfrw.org to 
enjoy our website.  We hope 
that the  clean, modern look 
and user-friendly design  will 

make your GFRW web  
experience a pleasure. 


